Docamber 11, 1504,

My dear lotlher:

I supsoss
¥ou of the Loy
school snd who e¥:
assure vou tha : ecaus ere 1s really
not much that T w . ¥ you do n't send ne any-
thing nore than o w4 house and lo and & high-stesping
trotting mare and a t;che? :gw a Ll poimd the TO”lu and a fevw mors ll*—
tls Lhiﬂgs tike that I shall be satlicisd, I ezxpected to zojaway szet o
th> mouintaing to night, but ws I oo Bael mave 1o go concludod Lo send you a
letter anyrey and may te it would eriind Neice that the erry Yule Tide ies
Laat approaching and causs har not Lo forget her doting old winkie, who
viag elways 50 good to henr.

I'm glad that some vise providence so arra nged 1t that Xmas do n't
oE every six months--I think we'd aii gis ab oum house 1f it did. A1l
the children but James work ol it for aboul steen montihs before hand,
and. Auna just vorks early and late and sighs and sighs becausse she has r's
more time and do n't £0 argwihzré and :ou can't get her out of the house
end its o fright. Ti do n'+ &ffect me sc much becauss T wai till the last
day Lefore Xmasz and the last hour Lhne stores are clossd and then g£o and by
& pint of diamonds and such things and hand 'en round the nekt mornins A
short horse is sson curried with me I ogm here to tell you,

"Ho are you all baci there?" ilice found z latier th other day thas
“uth wrote you a ysar azo and aever sent. Those kids (parddn! childran)
AL do anythring but write latisr  cther things you Wanz them t¢ do,
and when they writs them they @ il them half the timg. I never g%
such an Orha“y 1ot in nmy lite rezind me so much of Sfrah.

I trust you are all rell Dy and that this Christmas will fing
Jou all as ilerry as meory can ar=2 not affected oy {he calanity
that falls upon our houss thi Christimas and Mew Yeal's coms on
Sunday and thers is no school . Its the «eﬂe”'l oo*lion ol the
yoeurhiful Eatons (0 which I an 7er one) that that is a nighty noor
arrangsment. Still, children do n't disiiizas tomgo to school like theyr useod
to for some reassn or so9 reasc children are nevar tardy and Lrobabiry
not cnea o term doos any one of th Svar out a half day. 1heJ &ar2 o well
and we live so closa to the schools thnmt they do n'* have much of a chanca
to 1nv 1? an excuss for st 1 5 tardy. The grade school is

nly ¢ blocks fro r ““-lQ the Hizh is ahout
flvn mlnu*es wvalil, hay Tolse! ‘3 1unck vh h makes it nico--~for
them, T SU)OCSE 3 i Taling he woods long miles 4o
$2hool, chaed both Ay s no Ing S, bu+ ’t 2int so.  The High, ir
you plaase, cost three-hundred~ ‘*:NS“”“~dJ~l 2rs (think of that) anc Las
over Devahﬁecq*')ndwed fupils; it has an auditorium that seats ov elsv-
en-hundred (consider that), and while it was ¢cmiistad only a littie ovar
a year ago and was "built Tor the Tuture” it ig nhow over crowded and they
will hﬂve Lo build ancthor ane., Doy cld Oxford! How tiresome it must bo
Lo have to live in su cii & woltey viati! A lot tvo or three blocks fronm us
that I could have boushit when I c¢ur: cvor rerc from Tacoma En¥lx¥mrmgvxnuic
~for szeven hundrad chla rs sold loac Tor Lhsrt J— 1X,hunured, but of
ourse I di n't buy it se it doss ' mulis &ny difference, and if T had
dought it you thlu n't get anybod, now 4, tuno it and pay the taxes on it.
Vell, well, well; such is 1ifs ip <t fan Teat, '
have t nothat Tisy, bus o Lol vy 1! <
N

. - L 4
Ve nov C[‘""C' RS,
°

\



=)

bl is sersn 2 Zitled an
. J 28, But v a::d I hooe
this week to zgeot both the Injun a salmon
do jusl =as well?

ez gal telephonsd the i ¥ 2y =znd said Dellz Penston

wished her %o co:: & ¥ h? D now whe she is as she has not
been arcund yev, bui I a ‘hen sne cowoc———if she's
pretty, which she D“COJuly of that name: - I wonder wny
I did a't name onp oI : hink its a flne nzme and I

never in all my
ford, tkykcmish,
Sa".ys, il eIl UD atw R TTUA :u, -
run across anybody of that name TON aCTros
heard of anybody of that name. Its seme m]uh Ruth
grandmotrzer's malden name---Pabodie-~-never heard of
n

e, too--Puyaliup, O0x-
Noritch, as
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Is Norval devm in Los Angles (well, that Ien't the vay to soell it,
but I gusss you now what I mean) and what's he doing? I vanted to make a
trip to California this winter, but its me to stay at homes as u"ual

This has been a bitteﬂly cold day here. Even some little children
had to »2ut on light wraass when they co cut door, and I pubt on my coat to
come down town, instead of coming in my shirt sleeves as usual. I've zot
2 naw suit of clothes and they're paid Tor, too,.which latter fact is

evern s;r’nger than the former. Its a pretty swell suit and I guess liss
FWiaca Sarah would be pretity proud to be seen wiih me now. I suppose you
are all frozen up back . Pow drsadfual it mu 3t be to have to 1live in
i ich a place. I hope al some honey from State *“'v winter and
1f I do we will ll c sk and malkes you a visiti for ebout tanuJ -tvo-
years. Vish 8ad eax in anothe“ horse and get a six ssated ca
I did n't say aryrthing about it vwh
ing her feelings,; but really a span
w. It was rather a come down for ms
Uggy and if I kee» on gettiang fa---po
ain Nisce will have to have 1%o buggL if
, which of course she will,
you glad? I would n't try to ready all
Lake L. o in small deses.  Ye are all usual-
orothy is still sweet. 3he has very darx eyes and very blonde
elling you about thai? She is also pretty tolerably fat.
the time about what h
2 nay hore f”Oﬂ goa
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is going to do when he zets back east.
n. Hope it wont shcck you to get two
icn. Prcbably I wont write again for
11 send a great deal of love to all
Caristmas and a Hanpy New Year.
¢
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“something you wanb or somathing you want vo <G thal monsy ~wouldgst Ter you
fub I suppess one should bve thankful Tor the bles s:ngs one has and noy lodd
for wnings thet one cannct nave, I try to be thankdul bui iis hard werk
scmstimss, eand yet 1its sasier 1o be thankful than iv 1s to be deserving.

I havs a 5P9uu daa L6 be thankful focr and oughbt vo be happy and conisnb-
ed with whait I have all the time, but I am nci---guess I was n'v ‘born

vhat way. Whnu T think of your great patience and cheerfulness and seran-
ivy unzﬂuﬂhout an extraurdinaLL15 leng ijb and in the face of greater sori.
rows than f2ll to the lou of mosti, it shames me that I cannot have more cf .
ths same spirit, Bat w2 sach of us have 1o work oub our little 1life and

“oun liotie destiny in cur ovn way, I suppose. .

. We 2ll mend you a great deal cf love, dear mcther, and hope that it is
God's'will that you may pe spared vo us for many years yet in comfort end
happiness, )

: Your leoving son,




























