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Ida Sherwood's letters to Charles 3. Eaton at 2^7 S. 3^rd St.,

New York City.

June 22, 1684-

aly Dear Charlie?
I have just finished reading your letter of Sunday eve, and although it

was short, yet it did ae good. You see the time when I might expect a letter from you
haa been so long in coming that I was ready to cry for Joy when I actually held it in ay
hand tonight. .1 3u?pose you want to know, first of all, ho.-? I am. Well, I am not. entirely
over the one trouble yet, but think as soon as I am that I snail begirt to gain in strength
and be all right again. I go out aoae now, more because * am lonely than because I feel
like going. *ou know, Charlie, that I miss you so tnat ay neart feels like lead and tnere's
a great lump ir. ray throat that chokes awfully when I tnink of you, and I know nothing will-
cure it but one of your kisses. I kept tne tears back after you went, until Friday after
noon, and when toother nad gone for Em I -went on tne bed and oh J how I did cry. 3abyi3h,
wasn't I? tfell, I couldn't help it, and since then I have cried as regularly as I have
eaten.

But thi3 is sort of a homesick letter so far and I will try another strain. I did go
to the Academy and oat. nignt I went to the Lawn Fete on Fort Hill. Sunday a.m. I get
ready and went over to church, but after they had sung and read once, I made up my mind
that if 1 didn't wish to make a scene I had better leave, so I did, and I have been here
all the time since except when I took Em over this morning.

I am glad my boy is having a "good time* and I think he deserves it. I worried him
so before he went away, and he wa3 so good to me that it makes me love him. I hope you
will think it best to come home this week, for it doesn't seem as though I could stand an
other Sunday without you. But don't let ae influence you "at all* in that matter, for you
know best. I am glad you think of me, dear, it it is so *sweet to be remembered* you know.1

You didn't tell me where to address xy letter, so I have U3ed the old one. I hope it
will reach you, for I don't teant such an interesting letter to get lost.

»ell my dear, I want to get this in for the 9 o'clock mail, so I shall have to close.
Write a3 often as possible and think while so doing that you are doing good to your lonesome
little girl. Goodnight now, my dear Charlie.

Lovingly yours, Ida.
P.S. You had better bum this as soon as read for a third party wouldn't enjcry-

it, I dare sayJ

June 29, 1884.

My Dear Charlie;
I would like to write you a long letter today, but hardly think it would be

proper, seeing that you send me such short ones, so I'll just write enough to relieve your
anxiety in regard to my health. I am all well now, and getting strong every dzy, so you
can finisn your visit in peace from all worry on ev account. It was 3elfish of me to car
your pleasures with accounts of my illness, and 1 wish now that I had not done 30. I have
been well now since tr;e day after writing you last and feel better than I have in soietice
before. When I read your letter yesterday morning I would h^ve liked to wiiisper in your
ear that I was better, so you would not have had to worry any longer, but you will nave to
wait until Monday now to know that.

I am glad you did not let my wishes influence you about coming home, particularly if
you would have been "cross and angry" with me for what I couldn't help. Mother and I r.ent
to N. Thursday ani staid over ni^ht. I enjoyed it very much arid I tnink it did ue good.
Time passes more rapidly now that I can work. If you can I wish you would send me a card
telling me when you will be here. Come whenever you wish and I 3nall be glad to see ycu.
Uy letter is much longer than I intended it anould be ana hope you will forgive me for
boring you so long.
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I feel it my duty to you and tne Col. to keep up my licks all the time tr.at I can now. It
is quite probable that tnere will be a vacation in court nere during July and I could be
away then without losing much. Business is good now, but money is hard to come by. I know
you want to see me, and I know that I want to see you, but a few weeks won't make so much
difference that we can afford to sacrifice a great many dollars, especially when we need
them fellers as we do now. So long as 1 am here and the courts are running and we are pegg
ing away my time is worth about §600 a month and we can afford to wait a little wnile. Of
course I can get ready to start in a very little time and whenever I see an open space I
w i l l s l ide ou t .

It was very nice and thoughtful of you to make the cross of flowers. I tr.ougnt of
Mother all day that day. It has always been a day so full of meaning to her; of sad mean
ing, too. Of course everybody is good to you because you are good to them and tr.ey love
'you. If I love you (and I rather guess I do) that is the reason or no, I don't believe
there is any reason in it—its just because I can't help it, you know, and wouldn't if I
could. I thought I loved you pretty well v&en I married you, but that wasn't a circumstance
to the love I have for you now. You see we must love each other pretty well, because v-nile
neither of us are very angelic and neitner are remarkable for getting along well ..ith other
people, and each of us has, perhaps, just a toucn of temper and meanness, still v.e have
never had any trouble in getting along together, have we?

Never since we have Kept house and been married has tnere been one single time when we
have come anywhere near having a quarrel. Sometimes of course A would have to go out and
slam the door and you would eaa3?erate me, or 1 would vex you, but we each knew well enough
that the other wasn't reallyangry or that at just the l i t t lest sign of a caress the otner
would be all right again. Now you know that is all so, and you needn't take the trouble
to deny it because I won't believe you. I don't know how it is, but you seem to just fit
in, to be exactly what I want and need.

I saw Grace and her running mate tr.i3 afternoon all dressed up and going to a
concert. I asked them to let me go but they wouldn't. When we went out to dinner the
other evening Grace lost her umbrella and l'm glad of it. I didn't know she was that full.

Well, I guess I'll quit. I have worked pretty hard all the week and tomorrow I'm go
ing to lay around and do nuthin'. "ext week what are known as the "lower cases* will be
tried here before Judge Irwin of Chehalis and x will have some hard work there. Got lots
of work in the office for Hunn, too.

Morgan's band is playing its sweetest, and yes of course, here cosies tne Salvation
Army; I wish you were here to enjoy all three of us. iifon't we (just you and me) have one
glorious old enjoyment time when we meet? I guess so.

The band and the army are at it now red hot, tne band playing Johnny get your gun,
with a full assortment of discords, and the army playing there may be flies on you, there
may be f l ies on you— well , this stops r ight here. Let me hear from you pretty darned
often old lady, here is all the love of my heart for you. Lovingly always yours, CBE.

Tacoma,
• May 4, 1890

My Dear Ida;
I am just about to write you a letter and give you an awful scolding. You

are such a bad girl; I just wish I had you here so I could show you -.7hat I think of you.
I think you are so bad that you are just the sweetest, bestest, goodest girl tnat ever
lived, and for that reason I love you better than anything, or even anybody, except liver
and bacon for breakfast.

The old girls paid me the rent this morning and I will send it to you tomorrow,
but 10^ commission for collecting same. I nope this will be satisfactory to you and that
you will promptly acknowledge receipt in full of all acounts to date.

I hope you are pretty well and pretty happy. I haven't heard from you for three,
four days, but the trains have been clear off their jump/ fofc the past week on account
of high water. I nope to get a letter from you tomorrow morning. It is beautiful weatr.er
here now and has been for some time. It is very warm for thi3 country, butt tnere isa
nice fresh breeze most of the time and so comfortable. There is nothing new nere antt I
know of. Gracie let me read your letter to her and I gave ner tne mon for the stuff. Grace
and I haven't been to the lake yet, nor anywhere else, so you needn't get jealous or ner.
It made me laugh \'ic.en x read in your xa3t letter now jealous you .-.ere or Grace ana v^inic>













































Oxford, Monday Eve.,
Sept. 22, 1890-

£y Dearest;
It is 9:5^ now, but 1 am going to write you a few lines before x retire for

the night. I don't have anyone to make me go to bed early now, so I can sit up as long
as 1 choose. I've just come down from your folks and left tnem all well as usual.

I am feeling good, and so is baby; we've been out nearly all of tne afternoon for
it has been a lovely day and we called on Dr Thorp according to your directions, and I
went to see Geo. fceade abcut my route etc. he says tne D.L. & «f. have made new arrange
ments, so we can leave Binghamtcn at 5*25 in the afternoon and reacn Chicago tne next
forenoon witnout change of cars. So I tnink I will go tnat way, for if I have to come
alone x don't want to change oftener than necessary. I don't anticipate a very easy trip
with the baby, good as ne is, and that darned puppy "works like madness in my brain.*
Everyone says I'll nave such a time wit:i him.

Kow did you spend dunday? %q went to CtfS's to dinner and after that had calls from
dates' people; in the evening I heard tfillard Thorp preach.

I didn't get any letter from you Saturday, so this morning I was just hungering and
thirsting for a good long one and I rec'd yours of last Tuesday. It was short and not so
very sweet. I guess I'll get along out tnere pretty soon now. If you see tne tnin form
of a little woman, clasping in her arms a babe and in tne otner a pug, coming up Pacific
avenue, some day that s me.'

I ain't afraid of getting a licking, for I know too well what kind of a recpticn
you'll give me, and what kind of a one * snail give you. iVhy, I'll almost squeeze you to
death (your forhead, I msan). honest, jf do v.-ant to see ycu, but I can't start until
Oct. 5th; that seejs a good while, ioesn t it? But it will soon pass.

Baby grows sweeter and sweeter every day and has every appearance of teething, altho
it may be a raise alarm. He begins to notice tne dog and knows me from tne rest of tne
family. I enjoy him more every day and I shall be glad wnen you can wtcn hix improve and
enjoy him too.

Be a good boy and soon the "winter of our discontent" will all be changed and we
will be together around our own fireside; won't it be nice?

With best love, Ida*

Tacoma,
Sept. 5, 1890

My Dear A'ife;
I arrived home about 9*5^ yesterday a.m., having been delayed at Hot Springs

all night by an accident to the train going west. I had rather a hard trip, but got tnru
in fairly good shape; caught a little cold is all.

1 found the house and everything all right; the people have moved out. I don't
see that anything ia injured any. I stayed there last night and slept in the front fcoom;
do you care? Things seem the same here as ever; I was up to Geo. 's to tea la3t ni.-ht;
they are all well. Edith only weighs about a pound and a half more than Qolonel. I naven't
seen many folks yet; I was around wit:, your cousin iVill hall ea:me yesterday. I wisn you
was here. I want to see you and tne Col. awfully and think of you all tne time. I tnink
you had better sake your arrangements to start about tne l3t of Oct. They have U^d rain
here and it is very plsasant nere now. tfhen you start you had better stay at Fred s a day
or so, then take Erie right tnrough to Chicago. You can make quick time that >vay ano only
have one change. If you could stop over a day or so in Chicago it woula be better. I dread
the trip for you some as it is so long,but I guebs you will get along all right. Its kinaa
lonesome up at the house and I gue33 I 11 have your cousin iVill hall stay witn &e till^ you
c o m e . *

How I do want to see you and tne beautiful sweet baby. Take good care of yourself
and him. I won't write any more this corning. I 3end you draft for $25 in this and will
send you more soon. Your aff. husband, C3E
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T lgotten alonp- better. ieii i^ io ask her v.nat one took, :cr rr.aybs I - like to t:'y it.
You and In can tenu baby next sur.mer and I will -O ti.e nousework; I i^i..r. I'J, like

the c.iange. I tnink James :;ill keep you busy, to say noti,in£ about tr.e ot..er one.
Everyone i3 complaining of how hard it is to get money here now, at:-. Cnarlie says i.e

never had such a time collecting bills as he nas tnis fall. Tell Su tnat E-^a di». invite
us out to thelake to camp on their 'Ian*., but it cost us £60, nevertheless, lor ;.i..e days
and that v.ould keep us a month at ho^e. George said he d put up a tent for ui if we'd oc-^e
out. But when v.e got back to the city he came around to Cnarlie to pay his hali of tne
lumber bill ana I tnink he expects C. to leave tne lumber for nim to work up in his house
out tnere next summer. But I tell C he is foolish if he does.

Amanda and Em Brown don't write to me at all lately although t:.ey all ove ce
letters, but I guess I can stand it as iong as tney can. anyway I don't let it fret .\:e very
much. You mustn't think Abbie is having .ruch of a picnic here noe, for I can't =:et out vitn
her much an.l I am not very good naturea this trip, but I try to control myself all I can
and hope it will all be over soon. Abbie .vants me to a^k Eu if she don't tnink s::e had better
give up Hall and take this new. man. Hall is no good at all; he doesn t io anytni..^ and
sleeps until eleven o'clock every morning. Tnet. ne borrows money of Cnarlie and "eor;-e to
live on. Only a week or so agao C. signed a note for nim for $50 and he is getti.,r kin- of
sick of it. But don't say anything about it. C. has lots of fun with Abbie about buying
tickets for she and hall to go to the *Ex" on while he and "i^a* stay at hc^a.

Sell, I must stop and go to market. Tell father not to get blue but to take
things, easy, for •.«;ith all his children he has he ougnt to be taken care of all nio life
long, and as far a3 I am concerned I will try to do my part.

(The latter has all been underscored by Jad and this added on
the margin:*The little dear didr.'t realize tnat children are a lia
bility, not an asset." C3E.)

You nurse each other up good and take this easy this winter, anc before you kncv.
it we'll all be back to look after you and stay a good long time. To all of you v.e send
all the love of our hearts——

Tacoma,
Oct. 29, 1£91

% Dear Mother;
It is Abbie's turn to write hcsse, but she is busy making .ae a tea gown, so

I will write to you. I think you must be better by this tiu-e or Em would have written a-
gain, anyway I console myself witn tnat tnought and tru3t and nope you are well asrain, for
it makes me pretty blue to know tnat any of you are sick f:hen we are so far away.

1 am feeling first rate myself, althougn ± aon't sleep very well nights and tnat
makes ce duaipish througn tne day. Charlie is still at heme with us altnouzh nis snoulcer
is considerably better and he can no.v get on his ccat. Dr. Allen, tne insurance ^an, told
him yesterday tnat ne wouldn't be able to use that arm in t-.vo weeks yet anyway. 'Tne In
surance Co. telegraphed to see if he would take tnree weeks pay and call it 3quare, but -r.
Allen told him not to do it. You see he draws $25 a week and tnat isn t ao verj bad; ne
goes to the office every day and keeps tning3 running there all the tile.

James has four more teeth through £his -lorning, making fourteen in all. He is cuttinr
them quite easily, I think, nas a good appetite all the time and a tr.ree hours r.rip ever/ da:
ana sleeps well ail nignt long. Isn't tnat doing .Tell? Abbie is well as usual a.:- a rrea'
help to me tne-e days, for it would be pretty hard for me to attend James and do for Char
lie, but I guess -.te'll all get straightened out after awnile and feel better.

I will send you pieces of my new teagown in this. I got do?;:, pretty lev ;
have anything to wear since it got too cool to wear my calico wrappers. I tncur:
have to send for Em's blue dre^s skirt am tnat white waiat of yours that I /.ore las'
summer. Do you remember no?- I looked in them?

i

I couldn t keep fro.:: crying wnen I read of old Jimjs death (Dad's notation-""
norse, an old ti_er.n)

i - i l y
but I m :-;lad he died a r.atural death after all. It willbe considerably less for i-±\.\-ii- to
do this winter, not to have nim to take care of, a..a on t.:at account I ac glad. I -.isn

• . £ f .





























men en v.:is aide-vtilk and cut Mp ...,, ...,._ ... .. :_...._ ((„tiii -Cu-L 1. ahe cared.';)
James is a nervojs little felio-;., and oc.-.s -i-aya everything botner3 ..ir. r.e taly:s all

of t:.e while at hs&e, but if I t.-ike nin. out ne ;. cn't say 3 word. But he's an a.\ rui =-cojl
little fellow anj will cci- in from his play and coze way upstairs to ki*s tne bacy. ne
gets rignt into his ov.n bed all alone nights and goes rignt to sleep, but I've worked .vith
Alice some nights until ten o'clock o-etting ner to 3leep. Sne ish't cr033, but is so full
of everything that she has an idea 3ne ha3n't time to qo everything she wants to do and
sleep to. ((Gotten over tnat, haven't you?))

James went to a little .party yestsruay; tnere v.ere about 18 children there. He had
to teaze him a long time before he would go. C. spoke about taking nim tne circus the
other day and he got so nervous over it tnat he won't go any.vnere with us yet until we
assure him tnat v.e are not going to a circus. I'm in hopes he will outgrew it, and I tnink
he will.

I am glad you did not send James any birtnaay present for you need what little
you have your3elf ana, too, he has -mere playthings than he knows what to do with now.

I wish I couli be there with you all now. I suppose it is pretty not, but I'd
try a*-* fully hard to 3tand it if I could be with you. ,Ve have some auite warm days but
in the afternocn the cool breeze from the Olympics and sound comes up so that you can't
sit out without something around you.

Abbie is going out and I want n=»r to mail tnis, so will have to stop. Tell grand
ma I think she is quite 3:_art, and hope she will keep so. Love to eacn and all

Taccma,
Oct. 5, 1895

^y Dear Mother;
I think I sent my last letter to Em, so thi3 shall be inscribed to you.

Abbie has just gone to take Alice and James for a walk and baby and I are all alone, and
consequently I think I will have a quiet half hour to talk to you. I am not feeling "very
better", as James says, ana I have been in the house most of tne time for ever a week v.itn
a hard cold. I've r^d a Docter twice and he said my cold nad run ^into catarran. I an
feeling very, much better today, so I guess I'll pull tnrough all right.

George's people invited us all out to their place to dinner Sunday, but it w^s a bad
day to take Alice and the baby, 30 fust Cnarlie, James ana I went. I think it would have
been better for me if I had staid at home, for it didn't do my cold any good. Tney ;.av3
a very pleasant new heme and tnings in mucn better shape "than t:.ey ever did before. Tney
are way out in Mason's Addition, sorre six miles from wnere we live, but you can ro in
a half hour on tne electric car.

It has rained for several days now and I guess our rainy weatner is upon us. I
dread it trjis year a3 I never did before.

I'm glad Em nad a visit from Clara and I wish I cculd have been tnere, too, for 1
snould have liked to see ner so much. I miss not seeing people tnat I nave always known.
I had a nice letter from Fred and Hattie since Charlie ana *«ellie were do.-.n there; tney
seemed so pleased to think he made tnem sucn a nice visit. You aon't kno.v he;: iucu I want
to see you all and visit with you. I dream about you all so often and neat ever} ni--nr.
I have such good visits with father in my dreams, and tney s;em so real.

How are you and grandma now? I au3 going to try and neip you pay your debt v...en
I get tne family clothed* up for winter. It takes all tne ready money to dz tnat and bjy
provisions now. I've just finished tne c.iildren'3 flan::elo for tne winter. I -ad2 theii
out of some of Charlie'3 and they are mucn better than I could buy for tnem, unless I
paid a big price. Cnarlie wants to move into a larger hcu^e wnere 7.e can nave ^ furnace
and then he tninks we won't have so :_any cold3. Ue are crowded no/, and I ax puzzles to
know wnere ■»■ a^; going to nave t:.e children sleep this winter and keep tnem wars. You
see the whole lower part of our nouse isn't as large as your sitting and cinini- rcc:-a,
and the chambers are tne 3ame.

C. is very busy in court ail t„e time, and works in tne office 'until eleven, every
night. He has worked every nipnt fcr nearly three weeks; ne didn't expect to :*-.ve :-uc.
work until the first of" Jan.so ne is quite agreeably surprised.

I'll senc x,.it ho«s Journal wit;: tnis; I've na-: it several days, but kept ferret*-!::.
to oe.-.d it. T;.e cnildren n«!s "read" it until tnere i»n't :.ucn left of it. -nis is tne
best I can do until -• ■:*„•■ !•••«,,]. better. <-itn beit ic/e
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I think James is Abbie's favorite, for sine rets nad as a ..et hen whenever we correct hij..
George's wife is. doing her own work, washing and all, md taking care of tne baby. .f'e

wsre out there one night and •*■ told h-r hew busy my work kept me and sne said sne rot hers
all done up at 9 o'clock in tne morning.' ((Sounds like Aunt Emma, doesn't it?))

It seems queer to think cf Amanda having another family in the house; I shouldn't tnink
she d like it. I ^ean all the ti.se to write to Uncle Jim and Deal, but I den't seei to yet
at it. Give them my love and tell them I tinink of the* a great deal.

well, mother, this is a queer letter, but it wil l snow you that I think of you. Abbie
hopes to get sewing to do soon and we will nelp ycu all we can tnis winter. I never trxurht
tnat Em ought to do it alone, but somehow I've not been able to find a .vav to help her.
3he has been a dear brave girl and x tnink we all appreciate what she has done. It will
soon be a year since grandma went from us, but wnat a sweet 'unselfish remembrance sne left
with us, and father, too, how we miss nim yet, the dear kind old father that worked so nard
for us all.

Keep up a good heart, mother, for your children love you and appreciate tne care you
have given them, even if it seems otherwise at tites. I iust stop new, but I send you both
all the love of my heart, with hugs and kisse3 by the score

Oct. 18, 1895

%■ Dear Ones;
Something keeps whispering to me tonight to "write to mother", so I have let

my dinner dishes go until morning so that I may do so. I am not quite as tired as usual
tonight, for Ruth and I were invited down to ilrs. Gillespie's to lunch today and I did not
get home until Abbie had dinner all ready tonirht, so I ha d a nice rest.

2fe rec d your letter, mother, and Em s, this morning and were so glad to get a few
lines from your own hand, because I know iu was an effort for you to write them, and all
day long I've been thinking of you more than ever and wishing x could get zy arms around
your neck and give you some good hugs, for if I have babies of my own I still feel tne need
of some "mothering" myself.

We were terribly shocked and grieved when we got Em's card saying Wncle Ed had passed
away and we have watched anxiously for particulars of his death. $ tnink it was just dread
ful that he had to suffer so all alone; it seems so hard for one wno was always so sympatneti:
for others. Don't you remember, mother, he was one of the first to come and see me after
James was born and he was tnere when Charlie came. I can remember nothing but kindness from
him all my life.

tie will sign the papers and return them as soon a3 possible. I am glad you nad a
little visit from Fred and I wish he could 3ee you oftener. «»hen I think of nim and all
the rest of you I just long for thousands of dollars to give you to c:ake it easy for you all.
I wish on your account that Abbie would go east and spend tne winter with you anyway, but
I know it would be like pulling her heart out almost to leave tne children, and I can't
urge her to come fc«? fear she will think I don't want her to stay with us, ana I'm sure I
don't know what I'd do without her for slae is a second mother to tne children and has stood
by me through sickness and everything, but I still tnink she ought to be v.itn you.

Em is an awful good girl, mother, and nas stood by you like a hero and I think it
is your duty to fix things so that she will have what tnere is sometime. I nope tne time
i3 very far off when you will not need it, but I do tiiaink Em is tne one tnat 3hould be
thought of. I don't want you to consider me in the least, for I've done not nin «•

((the. rest of tnis seems to be gone))

November 21, 1895
My. Dear Ones;

I wrote you a long letter yesterday, but it was sucn a blue one tnat I've
burned it up and am going to see if I can do better today. I've not written to you in
a long time, but I've thought of you all of the time and wished 1 could see you. I de
clared I never would write again until I had some more substantial -way ci showing -y
love for you than mere words, but I can't wait any longer for that, now tnat I know xszar
mother is not feeling as well as usual. I do nope sne is better by thi3 time, and as we
have heard nothing further from you, I trust that sne is. I mean to send her something











































go to Steilcocm and have a nice time; you deserve lots of tnem. ^iasta and babies al!
lots of love

-9t-

July 25, 1896
ky Dear Charles;

It is a week tomorrow since I've-heard a word from you, excepting the pic
ture you sent, and I don't know w'nat to xake of it. I must bore you dreadfully send in«? you
so v&ny letters, but I tnougnt you'd like to near from us even if you don't like to write to
us J

Even if you'd gone away with Judge Pritchard I suppose you could have written from
your dest i i ia t ion . Wel l , enough sa id ! The p ic ture you sent was very fine indeed and
have been admired and praised by everyone. I was so delimited witn them tnat I rusned up
to your folks in the afternoon to a now them and stumbled on a tea party (to which I wa/nct
invited) with my old clotnes on. I felt pretty cneap, but had to make tne best of it, of
course. Thay all l iked tne pictures, particularly the one of Rutn and Philip en the steps.
I think the lana and water "scapes" are very fine; who finished tnem for you?

lizzie gave Ruth and Alice each \k£ tne ct.,er day and tney concluded tney wanted to
put it in a necktie for papa; so I've been down this morn in- and helped them select one. I
■hope you'll like it, and I tnink you will. I had thee weighed; Alice and Rutn nave both
lost three pounds and weigh now respectively 58 and 55. Philip weighs 25.

Alice coughs pretty hard and Rutn is beginning to cousrh a little. Yesterday was
about tne hottest day I ever saw. Everyone was just lolling-. None of the Children could
get to sleep in tne afternoon, and a mors tired, sick and cro^3 little lot of oeoole you
never saw. I was compietly tired cut sna discouraged with tnecj and wished a dozen tL.es I
was nome witn t-aem. But in tne evening we had snowers, and today it is so cool I had to
put extra clothing on them all; most too cool to be comfortable after sucn extreme'neat.

I've been waiting all week to see wnat you tnougnt of tne proofs before takin^ tnea
again to Norwich. A week seems sucn a long time tc wait for a word from you; I hooe you a*-*
not sick anyway. I've thought every day, v.hen I didn't get a letter, how nice it would b-
to have you walk in on us; I can't give up tne idea of your coding; I had counted so mucn
on tne tr ip back v/ i tn you for company. I 've got lots of l i t t le interesting tninrs to tel l you
that I can't write, now I do want to see you, my dear, it seems as if I'd been rone a-es.
D o e s i t s e e m l o n r t o y o u ? w ~ ~

James and Ur. Bartlett's boy were playing a game of base ball over in tne 3—ool
yard tne otner night; you'd died laughing-to see tne important airs James wore. I'm not
go ing to wr i ts aga in un t i l I re t le t te rs f rom you; tha t i s , i don ' t th ink I w i l l . I love
you and want to see you, but I can't do it a_il see? ..e ail send love

A u g . 8 , 1 6 9 6 —

% Dear Husband;
Its too hot to go to bed, so I'* goiner to jot down a few lines to you before

1 turn in . James just s tood nere* beside me, ready for bed, and wanted me to wr^V "o- j fa t
h e w a s " j u s t a w f u l l y t i r e d t o n i g h t " , ? r. a t h a t i s t h e w a y t n e r e s t o f u s f e e l , t o o , f o r t h e
t h e r m o m e t e r i s s t i l l u p i n t h e n i n e t i e s a n d w e a r e i u s t " l o l l i r . 7 . "

Have t c keep t he ch i l d ren up i n t ne even ings un t i l i t coo l s o f f and t hey r « t p re t t y
t i red I assu re ycu . Tney a re a l l ga in ing on the cough no* j nd I don ' t t n ink wVve .ad more
t h a n fi v e v o m i t i n g 3 ? e l i s t o d a y w i t h a l l o f t . . e * .

I guess you tnougn t , cy my las t l e t te r, t . -a t I was p re t t y ds icoura red , una so I wan t to
assu re you ton i~n t t . . a t I f ee l be twer. I was m ise rab le wnen I w ro te l as t , had * s i ck read -
acne, and couldn t see there tne l ines in tne paper ,* re, and cramps in my stomac. . . I th in; : .
I m s a t i n g t o o x a n y " f r o z e n d a i n t i e s " a t t h e s e p a r t i e s " i n t l . y h o n o r " a h e m . 1 a n d I ' l l ^ a v e
to get hoce and love on pla iner feed.

I don ' t know what tc th ink; you te l l me in o: ie le t ter tc ccme anyt ime f . - .ant to , and
i n t n e n e x t t n a t I b e t t e r " w a i t a w n i l e . " A l l r i g n t , I ' l l w a i t a s I o n - a s - * o u w a n t - t o .
1 snoula hate to rusu home before my welcome was ready for me, it would be* so e-.ba-a« -i>r-
y o u k n o w * * - " - '

> \
e ana_ , _ , v U u s t b e w h e r e y o u ^ e t ; / o u r s p u n k : ) ) J u s t l e t - . e k n o w w n s n v c u a c w u . i tI 1* come sneaking home l ike a whipped dog witn my tai l between ::.-/ le^s and i i~ —u- ' v-

b e c a u s e I s h a l l f e e l s o g r a t e f u l b e c a u s e y o u w a n t m e a t a l l . I a m m e e t i n - ^ c r e ' o i ^ i - i ^ d s
every day and per:.a?s i f I stay lonr enough .; . .- ; .H. wil l be mere. 1 understand ne always
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I do hope the babies will get along all right and not cause you much core worry. If I

could just see them, whooping cough and all, well, it seems like I wouldn t want for anything
else. Of course I include you in "them" because you are my fifth baby, you know, and you are
all so dear to me that I can hardly live along from day to day without you.

I don't know anything about the house; I have been busy all the time. My nice case that
I was Daking daily transcripts for went fluey yesterday afternoon; I got about §1^5 out of
it with no extra expense, which ain't so bad, although it might have been better. I will
probably be busy for ten days yet in U.S. Ct.; I have been working about sixteen hours a day
since Friday, but I enjoy that a whole lot better than loafing.

I don't think from all I hear that you had better try and come home before the first of
Sept. or until the weather changes. It has rained along here most every day and night since
Saturday, and its just lovely now, smoke all gone. I do hope you can find someone to come
with you J don't leave any stone unturned. I would feel a whole lot better if you could come
with somebody, especially people "well to doB like those you mentioned. I think I can get
the house most any time. Think it over carefully, make up your mind about the best time to
come, and let me know as soon as you cab. Then I can make arrangements about the house.

I don't want you to take any chances about coming, because I would rather wait a little
longer and have you all all right.

Sell, I must close and go to dinner. It seems useless for me to keep writing over and
over how much I miss you, how much I love you and all that, because you must know it.

((Sounds like an Eatoni))

Tacoma,
Aug. 10, %96

My Dear Wife;
This is just to let you knew * am still here and kicking around. I am working

most awful hard and don't feel so well and don't have ambition enougii to write.
((These remarks rather surprise me; they sound

so much like a husband, and I always imagined
Dad was an exception, for no good reason. One has
to remember, tho, that he was an Eaton J))

I thought I told you to have some of those pictures of James finished up and sene me one
and Grace one; now why don't $ou do it? Oh well, I won't be cross with you because I guess
you have plenty troubles of your own. I am glad the babies are getting along even as well
as they are; I wish you had more help and wouldn't tire yourself out so. Don't think of
starting home as long as it keeps as hot through the country as it is now; you could not
possibly stand it, and that's all there is about it.

I wish you would let me know about how munfa money you think it will require to come on.
I hardly think you better try to come tourist, even from St. Paul, but you will have to figure
out those things yourself. I think you know more about those things than I do, having made
the trip with the children and I haven't.

The weather is delightful since the rain and I wish you were all here to enjoy it.
I send you all a great deal of love and innumerable kisses

Aug. 11, '96

I had Lyon go out and take some pictures of the house, and if they are good
maybe I will send you one about the time you send me that one of James I wanted; will that
be soon enough? I have been greatly worried over the reports in the papers the past few
days of-the extremely hot weather in the east. Oh dear me, how I wish you were all back
here safe and sound J

Take the very best of care of yourself and! the children, even if you have to spend
more money to do it.

I just got so far and a couple of fellows came along and interrupted me, and now I
have to go back to court, and will have to mail this as I go or it won't get.off tonight.
Lots of love to you all, and don't I wish you were here though? I guess yes.

A u g . 1 6 , 1 8 9 6 " ~ " ~





































Tacoma,
Sept. 2Q, '96 .

My Dear Em;
I've just got your letter of Tuesday and I guess I'll sit right down and write an

answer for I don't think I wrote at all last week I was so busy. I have no girl yet, but ex
pect one tonight, and I am glad, for I don't think I was ever so tired in sy life. I'd like to
do it all myself, for times are so hard, but I'm afraid I'd get sick if I did and the Dr. 's
bills would come to more than a-girl s wages.

I've done everything so far expept washing and ironing and kept up my mending and managed
to keep the children tolerably clean, but its a dog s life to live and takes me all my time to
do it escept for an hour or so in the afternoon. This morning I've cleaned up tne girl s room
and attic besides the rest of the work and Saturday I nearly killed myself, for I foundAmy mop
broken and I got down on and washed the kitchen floor on my hands and knees. 3et you I won't
do it again.'

I am so sorry Nellie is sick and wish I was there tc do something for her. Give her my
love and tell her the visits and rides I had with her while I was there are some of the pleas-
antest things I have to remember. Do you know, Em, your letter has given me a "homesicky"
kind of feeling and makes me wish I was there with you all again. I had such a good time with
you all!

The children talk about all of you and say quite often they d like to see you. I was
going to send dames to school, but found he has got to be vaccinated first. Charlie, Alice
and I attended to wedding last week and I'll send you an account of it. It was very pretty
indeed. Alice got seme cake to dream on and she said she was going to save it until next summer
for Abbie and then if she didn t come she was going to eat it up. I will also enclose the pic
ture of the stove that Abbie wanted.

Ask Mother if she will send me the rule for her molasses cookies; I'd give a good deal to
8ample them this minute. You are mistaken, Em, in thinking you have not as warm a place in
my affections as Abbie. You were intimately connected with my early life, and Abbie with ay
past few years and I could not tell which I think the most of. You have both done more for me
than I can ever repay you for and I may have seemed ungrateful, especially so to Abbie, but
I never was. I always felt she was doing more for me that I could ever repay her for and it
always worried me.

I'm not of much account anyway, I don't think, but C» is awfully glad to have us home
again even if I am not. Tell Mother * wish she could see my rose bushes and a buncn of rcses
I picked Sat.; I just long to show them to her. I wish, Em, I had your nice pen to write this
with, for this as a miserable thing.

»e have had magnificent weather ever since I came home, but today it begins to look like
some rain. Tell Nellie C. says he will have that coin she gave me made up into seme kind of
a pin if he can. I'd give lots if Nellie could come in and roam around my pantry as 3he does
yours. But she wouldn't find as much to eat there, while I'm doing the cooking. Tell Charlie
that Philip said the other day, "//hen Uncle Charlie comes with old Fan I'm going to take a
ride." He grows cute all the time.

Well, dts about time to start my dinner, so I'll have to stop. Did Abbie oraer Philip's
photos, and are they finished yet? I will write ofterner when I get a girl I guess. You are
awful good, Em, to write me so often, and I will write just as often as I can. Tell C's folks
I'll write soon and send i^anda the pictures that she wanted. Again, with love

Oct. 1, 1896

toy Dear Mother;
I can't set myself at anything in the way of work this afternoon, ao I'r go in;

to write to you, for I've had an awful longing for you all day. How are you anyway? Did you
get over that cough all right? I've got rheumatism in my hands and wrists so I can 3caroeiy
use them, and I don't know what I would do if I hadn't a girl. I've managed to keep pretty
busy so far, since she came, but I. ve been a great deal lonesomer than I wa3 when I was doin;
my own work. I'll keep her a month until I get the house clean again, and then I gues3 I'll
try doing it alone again.

You can't imagine how I mi33 you and how I want to see you. I went over today and
looked in the window of that vacant cottage and wondered how it would seem to have you all
living there.' l\yl wouldn't it be nice?































and I suppose 1 am in for it. Ruth and Philip have been very peevisu a::;- :rcn-l ^.. \ „.*,•■ -r.u
I wouldn't wonder if that isn't what is tne trouble.

Tell Abbie iiiss Claypool i3 being married soon to a can from the east and they are going
to Honolulu on a wedding trip, imagine.' Everyone is glad for her good luck.

It is a great comfort to me to know you want to see me as badly as ± do you. I au going
to stop now; I send you lots of love, my dear Liother

(Seems to be quite a skip here; maybe these are some of the ones Jim has.))

June 2, 1897

% Dear Abbie;
I had a nice letter from Em yesterday, but I "think I wrote her last, so this

shall be to you. Since I wrote last I've been busy house cleaning and am all through now
but the kitchen and back pantry and cellar. I haven't up all of my white curtains yet, but
they are all clean and ready to go up. I put down the two carpets upstairs, hall catting
and stair carpet myself, and did up the lace curtains, so I think I did pretty well, iiiss
Thompson did the lceaning. »ould like to get new curtains for the back parlor and hall if
I can.

Sunday George and Emma and C. and I were invited over to McNeill's Island to visit Lir.
Palmer, the keeper of the pen. He met us at Steilacoom and took U3 across the bay in his
sailboat and C. and I had our first ride in a craft of that kind. It was.quite windy and
rough but very delightful and we enjoyed it immensely. We had a fine dinner with the offi
cers of the prison. Crossing the sound coming home we encountered a smart shower and I guess
I caught cold, for yesterday I was laid up with neuralgia in my eyes, or that's *hat I call
it, they pain me so. I can't ride in an open car without suffering from it now.

Today Ruth and I were invited to lira. G's to luncheon; Grace was there and we had a
gcod visit. She expects any day now. The rest of this week I'm going to finish up my clean
ing and mending and I guess that will keep me busy. I am feeling first rate now that I dcn't
have to be on my feet all the time.

, I am awfully sorry Mother doesn't feel any stronger and I want to tell hs r that ifthere s anything 4n earth I can do for her I'll be glad to do it. The children are ail
well as usual and growing like weeds. Philip wanted to know yesterday if he c:ulin't put en
"that dear little dress that Abbie made him." He meant one of the white one3 you tiade back
east. Lynn hasn't got Ruth's photos ready yet, but I think they will be soon.

You don'tjknow, Abbie, how much I'd like to have IJellie corse out here for a year at the
least, and I d do anything in my power to bring about such an event. C. read your letter and
he said "tell them to send her along", and then he said "maybe we ecu Id persuade her old Daddy
to come out and see us if Nellie was here." George heard us talking about it, and he said it
would be fine for her he thought. I am sure someone would be coming that sne could come with,
tfe d do everything we could for her; better than we did for you, Abbie, for I can see where I
was wrcng and I d like to have someone ©one so I could try all over again and redeem nyself.
You were such a-good sister to lean on that I can see now I leaned too heavily and nearly
"broke the camel's back." So tell Nellie to pack her grip and prepare to "rough it" for a
year.

I'm so glad Fred has work and do hope it will prove a steady job. 1'ia glad you nave a
new organdie; don't forget to send a piece. I'm going down tomorrow and see if I can get
a fit in a jacket. They are just marked down half and I've got to have something. C. got a
handsome new suit, made to order, about two months ago, with an extra pair of pants, so he
looks quite dudish. He wanted me to tell you, for he said ycu weren't the only one who had
new clothes.

I can hardly realize that a'year ago tonight we were all together and nc?< I'm so far
from you all. I'm too tired tc write more, so will send you all lots cf love

June 6, 1S97

My Dear Mother;
Charlie took all of the children off to Pt. Defiance Park thi* &crr.ir.«r, and ii

is so nice and quiet here I guess I'll visit with you. I've -.ust been fiilinr uo ail cf _.y


































	Ida Sherwood  letters_1
	Ida Sherwood  letters_2
	Ida Sherwood  letters_3
	Ida Sherwood  letters_4
	Ida Sherwood  letters_5
	Ida Sherwood  letters_6
	Ida Sherwood  letters_7
	Ida Sherwood  letters_8
	Ida Sherwood  letters_9
	Ida Sherwood  letters_10
	Ida dies 3/17/1898




