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Ida Sherwood's letters to Charles B. Zaton at 237 E. 33rd st.,
New York City.

June 22, 1884-

Ay Dear Charlie;

. I have just finished reeding your letter of Sunday eve, ani although it
was short, yet it did me good. You see tne time wnen I mignt expect a letier from you
has been gso long in coming that I ®as ready %o cry for joy when I actually held it in umy
hand tonizht. .I suppose you want to know, first of all, hows I am. «ell, I am no: entirely
over the one trouble yet, but tnink as soon as I am that I snall begim to gain in strength
and be all rigat again. I go out acae now, more because I am lonely than becauss I fesl
like going. You know, Charlie, tnat I ziss you so tcat zy neart feels like lead and tnere s
a great lump ir wy throat that chokes awfully wnen I taink of you, and I kuow notaing will-
cure it but ore of your kisses. I kept tne tears back after you went, until Friday after-
noon, and when iother nad zone for Em I went on tne bed and oh! how I did cry! Babyiaa,
wasn't I? dell, I couldn'’t help it, and since then I heve cried as regularly as I nave
eaten.

But tnis is sort of a homesick letter so far and I will try another strain. I did go
to the Acadery and Sat. niznt I went to the Lawn Fete on Fort Hill. Sunday a.m. I got
ready and went over 1o church, but after they had sung and read once, I made up wy mind
that if I didn't wish to make a scene I nad better leave, 30 I did, and I have been here
ell the time since except wnea I took Em over tnis morning.

I am glad my boy is having a "good time" and I think he deserves it. I wmorried him
80 before he went away, and he was so good to me that it makes me love him. I hope you
will think it best to come home this week, for it doesn't seem as tnough I could stand an-
other Sunday without you. But don't let me influence you "at all® in that matter, for you
know best. I aw glad you think of me, dear, it it is so "sweet to be remembered® you know!

You didn't tell mwe where to address iy letter, so I nave used the old one. I hore it
will reach you, for I don't kant such an interesting letter to zet lost.

dell my dear, I want to get this in for tae G o'clock mail, so I shall rave to clcse.
#rite as often as possible and think while so doinz that you are doing good to your lcnescme
little girl. Goodniznt now, my dear Charlie.

Lovingly yours, Ida.

P.5. You had better burn this as soon a8 read for a third party wouldr't enicy
it, I dare say!

June 29, 1884,

¥y Dear Charlie;
I sould like to write you a long letter today, but hardly thick it wouid be
proper, seeing that you send me such short cnes, so I'll just write enouzn to reiisve ycur
‘anxiety in regard to wmy health. I am 2ll well now, and getting strong every dzy, zo you
can finisa your visit in peace from all worry on my account. It was selfisn oFf me 4o car
your pleasures witn accounts of my illness, and 1 wish now that I nad not done 30. I rave
been well now since tre day after writing you last and feel better than I nave in sozetire
before. when I read your letter yesterday morninz I mould nave liked to waisper in your
ear that I was better, ao you would not have had to worry any longer, but you will nave to
wait until Monday now to know that.

I sm glad you did not let my wishes influence you about coming home, partdculariy if
you would have been "cross and angry® with me for wihat I couldn't help. Moinher aad I =
to N. Thursday ani staid over nisht. I enjoyed it very much and I taink it did we goc
Tize passes wmore rapidly now that I can work. If you can I wish you would send me 2 ¢a
telling me when you will be here. Come whenever you wish and I saall be gladi to sze ycu.
Ky letter is much longer than I intended it snould be ard hope you will forgive ms ior
boring you so long. '




- LETTERS OF IDA SHERWCOL EATON
to her family in Oxford, idew York --1889--

From:
Seattle, dash. Feb. 18, 1880-

My De=r Father, Mother and All;

Well, here I am in the far west! I reached Tacoma safely and well yes~
terday morning at 6:35, and found Cnarlis waiting at the station. He did not mest me on
the road because he #as over here at Seattle reporting a case and did not get back to
Tacoma until 3aturday night. He hed to come back again for a few days, so ae took a
steamer up Puget 3ound, last niznt, and ere to stay here until about dednesday. Ly
first izpressions of this country have all been favorable so far, and I think I'm going
to like ‘it very much indeed.

How I did wish some, or all,of you could have been with me on the trip out. It
was an experience of a lifetime, and I think I never enjoyed a week more, or learned more
in so short a time. I did not have the least trouble in any way end wace several friends.
One elderly gentleman came all the way from St. Paul with me and seemed to make me his
especial charge. He was very kind and gentlemanly. Then there ®as a Miss Delaney from
Mich. on the way to Portland, and two young ladies, Morse by name, going to California.
de all got acquainted and had a delightful time, and I hated to part with them. I had
no difficulty in sleeping in the betths and enjoyed it. e had a fine big dariy for por-
ter, that would have brought a thousand dollars before the war. He knew the wnole land
through from 3t. Paul and told us everything about it, and pointedout everytning interest-
ing. The first day and night we saw nothing but prairie lands, and nowehere have I seen
any more snox than I left in Oxford. The second day we got up in the Rockies, and on!
those mountaina! as a little boy said on the train, I never saw anytihing so beautiful in
wy life! One line of that old hymn, "The hand that made you is divine® kept in my mind
all day. The highest point we reached was an elevation of 2500 feet above sea level.
There we were, a train of thdkteen coahes, winding up the mountains; I could see the en-
gine way ashead panting and puffing, and down below us little bridges that we had crossed
that looked as if they were made of thread they were so far awaye. Then we plunged into
a long tunnel, and after a time began tne iong descent.

That little part of the trip was wortn all the zoney and fatigue of the whole trip.
How I did wish some of you could have seen it, and it will be one of oy greatest desires
to have you see it sometime. Jhere the train stopped for ten minutes or so, we'd get
off and take a run on the platform. In this way we saw something of Helena, Spokane
Falls and other places of interest. (This is all rot.) * Charlie has just added his
uite to this letter.

There was one of the directors of the N.P. and his wife on the train coning cut,

Thomas by name. The wife came and intrcduced herself to me, I asked her to take a sest,
and then after sne told me who she wes, and I knew she was a nabob s I asked her to take
*two seats.™ She was a beautiful old lady and was going over the road for the sixth
time. She was a very' interesting talker, and gave me a great deal of information. "oy
up in the Rockies we stopped at the headwaters o:r tre kissouri wnere it starts from the
little spring, that a man has used to irrizate the waole adjoining valley. GHere tne por-
ter got us a big lot of watercress. I have a piece back at Tacora tnat I will send vou.
Not that it is any sight, but just as a novelty, coming from wnere it did. Thursday xcorn-
ing the old gentleman knocked at my berth and called me up a2t about nalf pasi five to see
take Pend O'Reille. You'll see where it is or the map; its fifteen miles wide and 45 long,
and is the most beautiful blue you can iwagine.

I can't think of anythinz more at present about =y trip, only it was delightful, and
I sat all tne way out with nothing around me. Charlie was pretty glad to see we, but I
nardly imew him, as ne has a full beard and it changes nis looks. dJe went to the Fife
Hotel, wnere I took a bath and rested up. After dinner we went to nis room on A otreet,
packed up our satcnels and went back to the k2xx hotel until time to take the boat. e
expect to furnisn a couple of rooms in a new houss ané use them until Crosby gets cut of
those Cnarlie engaged, wnich will be about the first of April. ile think we can get in
them this week if we don't have to stay too long nere. Cnarlie sends you thanxs ror tne
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Presenis you seut nim, bul ne nasn't se=en tnem all yet. de got the biz trunx up ‘o the
hotel yesterday and opened it. ZSverytning seemed to be all rignt but that box Uncle Ed
gave me, that was all smashed up. Tell Charlis that Charlie nas bezun on that box of
cigars and thinks they are very fine. ne says he can smoke all he'll send. ile talks all
tre while about having Charlie come out here and see him, and hom much ne tninks ne would
enjoy it. He said if he hadn't been so short of mwoney just then he'd have sent you all a
present by "Doc®, as it was he just sent Abbie one as a little payment for tne use of her
trunk. He hopes Nellie will not feel it because Sadie's present was a little nicer than
ners, as Doc helped to buy Sadie's. He says when we get settled he'll send you all some-
thing nice. My lunch box was full when I got here, as there was lots left.

And now, how are you all? I hope you don't wiss me very mucn, and that you are all
well and happy. Charlie says I can go back and see you before long and tnen we'll have
such good times that you won't realize I've been away. You can get round trip tickets
quite reasonable and I hope some of you will take advantage of that fact. Cnarlie told
‘me to tell Em and Abbie that dresswakers were geiting $25 per week here. #nen we get to
housekeeping so we can board them cheap they'll probably get a bid to come. :

I think of you all, Father, liother, Grandma, Em and Abbie and Charlie's folks a great
deal, and all you've done for me. I begin to see my way a little clearer toward helping
you all in return. Charlie says there are 25Ccases on for the nexi ertm of Court tnat he
will have wo report. Then he has lots of other business--he just rusnes right around, and
I didn't know that Je could rush so lively. But everyone has to do tnat here. I wish
Jim and Deal could make the trip out here; they would find it deligntful.

#s21l, it is time to go and eat sometning, so I guess I'll keep tiie rest until next
time. The air is baluwy and springlike and I think it will agree with me first rate. Take
good care of yourselves, all of you, give my love to all the neighbors; to all I smmd lots
of love and kisses. (The band is playing in front of the hotel now.) drite often and I'il
do the same. Tell Abbie that I've not had an opportinity to see about tre money yet.

I would just love to have Em and Abbie see this country, and I wish you were all nere.
I can't realize that all of you dear ones are so far away. #rite to me often. Tell Grand-
ma she'll have to come out and wash my dishes, and Motner will have to come and cook up
something.

#oll, here's more love for you all, \
: Your loving Ida.

Seattle, WeTo, Feb. 21, 1889“

My Dear lother; ' '
When Charlie came to dinner last night he brought ze your letter and Em's
and Abbie's and a valentine for each of us from Nellie. His partner, or rather the man wnho
is in the same office with him, sent over tne mail from Tacoma. You can just believe I #as
glad to hear from you all, and that the hard work you did for me didn't make you all aick
abed, for I was afraid it would. They are only just getting into this big #ickerssam case
and ‘it bids fair to keep us here some time yet. We are botn rather put out avout it, our it
1s a good paying job for Charlie, so I guess we'll stand it. Tonighat tney will nold an
evening session until half past eleven =nd Crarlie says I may go up, but it is so blamed
filthy I guess I don't want to. Tomorrow being dasnington's birthday they will not nold
court and tnen we are going to see tae sights. I've been out this morning for about an
hour prizing furniture. Charlie tnought maybe we could do better nere tnan in Tacoma, but
I guess we can't. This is a lodging house we are in with a restaurant attacned. we nave
a nice room, neated by steam, and I am very comfortably situated. Tue lariclady tole ne yes-
terday that tney make 13Z beds, and the nigat before sne had to get up at cidnicht arcd zake
up cots in tne halls. There is a lir. E., clergyzan, and wife, accompanied by a young lacy,
here. They are a beautiful old couple from Tacoma, and I nave gotten quite well acquainted
with them. Thnen there is anotner lady, in searca of a lodginz house to rent, wno is kind
of g combiration of krs. Ira Fish and Aunt Susan oSzith, and sne talks about wmaking "dullers®
all the time. Another lady andi her nusband are from dalla #alla, and I tnink sae is one of
the loveliest women I have ever met. Sne told wme yesterday abvout losing ner only caild, a
daughter 8 years of age, and since tnen they've traveled almost constantly. oSne said t:uey
bougnt a $30,000 lot a year apd a half ago, and sold it lately for 36C,CCO. wshat co you
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think of that? . JSne seemesd to take a zreat liking to me and I thought of aaking ner if
ahe didn't want to adopt me or remember me in her will.

I do like this western country and all tne veople I have seen so far. There none of
that "standoffishness™ about tnem, and they don't act as thougn tney .were going to do scme=-
thing improper if they speak to strangera. Charlie laughs a good deal about my zetting ac-
quainted so fast, and says I'm a good one and ne tninks I'll look out for wmyself all rignt.

I didn't know wnich one of your letters to answer first, but made up my mind to give
you the first doee. Tell Em and Abbie I enjoyed tneirs ever 3o much and will write thenm
soon. Of course every letter I write home is for you all. I don't want you to mourn, and
I don't think you will after you hear I am here safe and well. Charlie is as good as he
can be, and I've not been homesick a bit. I think of you all constantly and will sees you
again before long. 30 keep up a good heart, all of you; there is notning that woula make
me homesick as quick as the thought thamxkrt that you were mourning.

I just wish Father could see tnings here. Charlie showed me a big house in Tacoza
and then said one night when he went hoxe they had just gotten the lumber on tne land, and
tne next morning when he passed, a family was =moving in. laybe you can swallow taat, but
I couldn't! A

There is just rush enougnh here to suit Father. It is city and couniry all togetaer.
You can get out of the confusion in a few minutes if you like--Pugzet Sound is a beautiful
piece of water witnout a snag or anything of the kind in it, so navigation is very easy
and safe. I feel as if there was sometning wrong about my seeing all these sights wmithout
you all with me--how you would enjoy it!

Tell Grandma if sne will come out I'll show ner round in great snape. But tell ner
she'll have to drink blacktea for you can't gzet nold of any other. 4#hen I get back to-
Tacoma I'll send you some books that I bought on the way out; after you all read thea take
them up to Charlie's father to read. I'm going to write to Cnarlie next and tnen I'll
write to Em and Abbie. You see I want to go all around first; I've written to Fred.

#sll my blessed mother and father, don't either of you wourn for me; I think this clim-
ate is going to agree with me and I'm so hearty I can hardly wait for eacn meal to coxme.

It rafned yesterday so I couldn't get out; it is cloudy yet altho it nas stopped raining.
I noticed aome rose and lilac bushes leaving out the otner day. The only disagreesable
thing is the mud, and I never knew what mud was before.

Charlie said he made at odd jobs last month about $300, and ne will do better this
month. You see we won't starve at that rate.

How is Mrs. King and all the other neignhbors? I'm glad Em went to Sherburne. I'm
going to have both of the girls out here before long, for a visit if nothing xore. Abbie
could get $25 a week with her cutting and fitting, and I think Em's gusic would work in
gomewhere. Still I don't want to take them away from you and I don't see but wnat you'll
all have to come---what do you say? Charlie will be here in a few minutes to luncheon, and
a8 he has to hurry wejust nave to fly around. I never dreamed that he could rustle as ne
does. I guess ne s caught the fever. .

I send you lots of love and kisses, you dear ones all. Take all the comfort you can
and keep well. With lots of love,
’ Idao

Tacoma, March --, 1889-

My Dear NMotner;

I received your nice letter last Monday, also Em's, and Friday one from
Abbie. I can't begin to tell you how I like-to hear from you all and especially from you
- when I know it is quite a task to write a letter. I haven't written any of you in a week,
I believe, but I've written to Fred, Uncle Jim and Aunt Sus. I tinought Uncls Jir wculd
probably tell you they had heard frow =me so you wouldn't worry.

Fred sent me the pnoto of "the boys™ and I think it is fine, don't you? I wish
Nellie could get a picture that would do ner justice once; I never saw one of her that
begun to look as well as sne does. I've not been feeling as good as usual tne past week
but am all right again now. I've had quite a busy week, too. I didn't feel abde to wasnh
until Thursday and couldn't get my clothes dry to iron until saturday--so I ironed, baxsad,
cleaned up my house yesterday and got my meals, and it took me all day long. This morning
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Para %=
I feel rather lazy and have cnly just gotien zy housework <one and it is after elsven.
Charlie and I took a long walk last Sunday, as I wrote Uiicle Jim. «e zot home about six
and went to work to do up my dinner work that I had left, tut Georgze and =21l nis family
came 8o I did not zet a chance. They staid over an hour and tne baby got uneasy and
then they had to go. I laughed with Charlie after they'd gone and--

(the rest of this is missing)

1218 A. Street, Tacoma, Sunday-
March 3, 18389~

My Dear Mother and Father;

Charlie and I have just come back from a three hours walk, and he has gone
to the office to work, and so I'll write to my loved ones. iHow are you all anyway? 1I'm
_ feeling fine and all right and think I am already getting fleshy. I just wisn you were
all here today! It is so warm it is uncomfortable walking, the flowers are in bloozm,
children are out in white dresses witn nothing around tiem, anl everytning seems like a
late spring day at home. It is just delightful I assure you, and I think it would give
you all a new lease of life if you could sniff this salt water breeze. I go out in tne
dooryard and stand and look at Mt. Tacoma until I'm blinded. I never saw anything &o
beautiful as it is, and I never get tired of looking at it. I tried to find a picture of
it to send you, but tney all look so cheap and insignificant beside the mountain itself
that Iove not yet made up my mind to send you one. You see I don't want you to get any
impression of it but a good one, so when you come out you won't be disappointed. «e had
a delightful walk, and I like a place like this, city and country all together, for when
you go along the streets if you get tired you can sit down on a stump and rest.

We expected to be in our little cottage today, but -I went up there yesterday and
they wereonly just finiahin$ the painting and the walls were so damp tne water was runn-
ing down in streaks. There' s no plaster on the house, but cotion next tne boards and then
the paper put on that. de've had a stove up thers a week and still it is dazp. Charlie
is afraid now to go into it, and so today we have been looking at an vpper flat in a new
house, cn Yakima Avenue. The rooms ere very nice and two of them have large bay windows.
And there's a bathroom. I've been twice today to see the man thet rents tnem, but could
not find him, so I shall go again in the morning. If the rent is not {00 much we shrall
take them. I had my big trunk sent down here last night so I have sowe clean cloinse to-
day and that's quite a treat. hen the expressman brought the trunk last night he could
not stop in front of the house tne mud was so deep, so ne stopped on the corner of tine
next street, about as far as from our house to Hawilton's corner, I guess, and packed it
the resi cf the way; you can imagine what a good time he had! He charged 75¢ and I thought °
he earned it.

I am getting acquainted quite a good deal, and I find the people all pleasant.
There s a bond of sympathy between us all, for we are all "strangers in a strange land®
and everyone does his best to all.

Mrs. Allen has held out many inducements for us to stay here, but it isn’t pleasant
to run out to your meals, at least I don't like it.. She came upstairs yesterday and
after talking awhile she said, "I like you, krs. Eaton, and I wish you could stay witn
me, you seem like my girl alreadyl® Sne's a pleasant little body and has just been up
to tell me that 23 united with “my“éhurch today. Wiliis Hall and George were at Char-
lie's office last eve, and George said Emma had been there in the afternocon to find cut
where I was 80 she could call on me. Charlie was at the courthouse so she didn't see
him. 30 you s2e sne intends to condescend. I naven't seen any of them yet. Charlie ras
intrcduced me to lots of men, so I am bteginning to know some people wnen I weet them on
the street.

About the first thing I found when I opened the trunk last night was your picture,
Mother, and I brought it right upatairs and hung it where I can see it all tne wnile.
How I d like to hug you today--I'm sorry now I didn't hug you and Father more wnern I had
tne chance, but I'm ccming back some day and then I'll make up for it. I have burned oy
face so, out walking today, that it szarts now. I guess it sould make Father tired if he
could see the building going on here and the nay tnsy build. Some houses are elegant of
course, but those thney put up quickly are shabby I tell you. Tne cottage I went to see
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Paze 6~
yesterday is one of the latter. There isn't anything plumb about it, and if the ioints
don't come togetner as they ought, they drive a piece of stick in the crack. Our rouse
‘and land there would be worth 320,000 at least, here.

Amanda was very kind to send you thre ticket, and I m glad that you went. Go out all
you can and take things easy; I'z afraid you wouldn't breathe again for a wmonth if you
should walk up one of these hills. 1I've doubled my toes all under in the ends of my shoes
coming down them.

drite me everyihing you can think of and write often. I do like to get your letters
80 much. I've written the girls both a long letter this week and I shall expect soze goad
ones in return. I hope you are all over missing me by this time. I want to write Grandza
a few lines, so I will close this. I send you lots of hugs and kisses, and hope you are
all well. C. said tell "Suke™ he sent ner his love.

Your loving daughter, Ida.

Tacoma, W.T.,
April 17, 1889~

My Dear Fatner and liother;

I am aware that I owe Em a letter, but somehow tonignt I feel like
talking to you, so I guess she won't care. Charlie has gone to a meeting of tne members
of the bar and I walked part way down with him to “saul & Avery's® and got some groceries.
They had strawberries, cucumbers, lettuce, and everything in the way of garden sauce. I
bought some lettuce, so if you will come in tomorrow I will let you taste of it.

I rubbed my white clothes yesterday, but did not hang them out until today because
I borrowed the use of Mrs. Bell's clothes line and she was drying hers. It is not such
fun tc wash here as it was up at the cottage for there I could put my tub right under the
faucet and catch all of my water, but here I have to bring it in from tne nall and take
it back to empty it.

We were out last eve looking for furniture for our front room but have not ordered
any yet. I expect, however, to have it settled this week, and then I shall look pretty
nice. I dreamed last nlght that I was going around the city with Father looking at the
new buildings and he didn't think they did their work very fine. Tnen I dreamed that I
called Em to the window to see kt. Tacoma and asked her if it wasn't beautiful and sze
says yes its pretty enough but I'z hungry and I can't eat mountains. I send Fatuner soce
of the papers with this and you a book which I hope you'll enjoy. GChnharlie takes two
dailies so we have plenty to read. I got the Telegram from C#S today, also thne Times,
and C. got Em's letter. Tell her it doesn't make any difference who she directs them to,
for Charlie always opens them as soon as he gets them.

Tell Charlie I found tne verses he marked in the Telegram, but we won't catch any
%colds in the sprinc® out here. Abbie wrote in one of her letters that Grandrwa sat by
her making her a nignt cap, and I could sece her just as plain, and I bet a cent her mouth
went out and in every stitcn sne took. How I wish she was here witn me. Tell her Il've
tanned ry fingers all up paring potatoes and I know if sne was here she wouldn't let me
do such things. Do you know who wrote C's father's obituary? I think it was very good.
The daily paper here had a card of sympathy in it for Cnarlie and George tie next day
after trey red'd the telegram.

I am going to have a bookcase for sure for my sitting room, and I'm going to put your
photos on it so I can see you all every time I move. Yours, Motner, hangs before me as I
write and yau can't imagine how many times a day I stop in front of it and give you a
squeeze imagination. I haven't gotten Fatner s pnoto yet, but I nope he nas nad some
taken. I m living in hopes. I guess iell has forzotten me fos she don't write any core
I wisn I could see Abigail act in "Down by tne 8ea®, also that I could see her new dress.
Is Anna busy as ever? They must look prettyfine now in their rooms. I m too sleepy to
write more, so will close. drite as often as you are able to, for I enjoy your letters
more than I can tell you. Love and kisses---Ida.

Tacoma, Monday,
Kay 2C, 1889- 6
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Page 7-
My Dear Fatner and dother;

I left all of my work this morning and went way down tosn wita Charlie to ret
the mail from home, but did not get a letter from any of you. I got the paper Cuarlie sent
and was glad to read about the Crosby trial, and glad to know they gave her so long a term
as they did. The paper speaks very hignly of John Churcn I notice.

#ell, how are you all? I suppose you are so clean and fixed up so nice you feel above
writing to your pinneer daughter. I wish I could see that hen coop you are fixing, Fatner,
and I wish, too, I could try the batz tub. ¥e have a bath nere, but have to carry in the
hot water and it is so far to carry it that I haven't indulged yet.

Charlie and I attended the regatta last Saturday and had seats on the grand stand. It
was lovely to sit there and see tne Bay covered with steamboats, sailboats, row tmst boats,
canoes etc., and I enjoyed it ever so much and wished you were all with me. I don't think
a boat race is thne most exciting race I ever saw, and I told Charlie I would rataer see Ole
Miner drive one of his fast horses up old State 3t. and he said he would too. You see the
starting point was way across the bay and further than we could see, and tnat didn't add
to the interest. I will send you papers about it. They estimated 25,000 people saw the
race and * tell you it was a big crowd, larger I think tian I ever saw at the Fair.

Charlie has shut down on my washinz any more, so I haven't wasned since week before last.
I have found a woman across the road to do it. J3he charges 60¢ a dozen for plain starched
clothes. I am going to do my napkins, towels and handkerchiefs myself and sne is going to
do the rest. He gets his lunch down town when it is so warm, so you see I have it pretty
eagsy. I have wanted a kitcnen work table for a long time and had spoken to kr. Bell about
fixing me one. After he was killed they sold off their things and I bougnt one they had,
covered the top witn oilcloth and tacked a curtain around it, and I can keep all my tins
and kettles out of sight and I feel guite proud of it.

I can make boss shortcakes and have made three. I am rather sorry that I nave gotten

80 I can make good biscuits for C. wants them every meal. e don't eat meat for breakfast
through the warm weather, but eat fruit and toast, coffee and things of that kind. =--
(The rest of this is missing.)

Tacom, W-T-, : :
Sunday June 23, 1889~

My Dear Mother;

I believe it is your turn to hear from your little girl so I will write to-
day. I have just gotten my work done up, have taken a bath, and now nave notaing wore to
do until dinner time. Charlie has gone down to the office and I am all alone. I wonder
what you are all doing today. I can see you all as plainly at the breakfast table as if I
were with you and I'd just like to happen in on you, unexpectedly, and see if you would be
as glad to see me as I should be to see you. Cne of these days I'll do tnat, and then we'll
see.

¥e are having delightful weather now, just cool enough to be pleasant. de never nave
any of tnose sultry wornings like you do there wnere you can hardly breatne, but it is cool
enough 8o a fire feels good and your breskfast tastes deiicious. I eat now like a little
pig and if I don't get fat it will be because I can'it, that's all. How I d like to nave
you and Fatner come in to dinner today: I'm going to nave roast lamb, nice ripe peacres
and banana cake. I guess you never ate peacnes in June, did you? And the other day I
bought soxze new ripe apples and wehad a "“cobbler™ and it tasted asful good. whenever I
eat "cobbler™ I always tnink of Fred and I could almost see him sitting beside me.

I know, Mother, tnat you'll miss Abbie dreadfully if s:e cazes out here, and if you
feel that it is going to be too much for you I don't think sne would want to come and leave
you. But I think it would be a €ine txingz for her and I am anxious to have ner coue.
Dressmakers command big prices here, and tnen the trip out ners would be worta everytaing to
her. I wish we could manage it s0 a3 to hzve Ex come witn ner and stay a few monins for a
visit. I don't think we could hire her to stay longer than that. You celebrated my anni-
versary just as I wanted you to, in thinking of me and writing to me, and as ofien 25 tne
12th of June rolls around I shall expect a letter from you, and a good many betveen tizes.

Mra. Gillespie and Grace made butterscotcn with peanuts in it yesterday uand brouzni it
in here and we had a very sweet time. Trney are very pleasant neigubors anu I dislike to
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have them leave the block. They move toworrow. Tre family who had thne rooms back of me
nave moved out and a bachelor, Dr. Quivili, has teken them. I expect Abbie will be smil-
ing on nim when she gets here.

I think, Mother, the shams are lovely, and I take them out of the drawer every
little while and look at them and think of you. I shall keep them for my spare bedroom
when I get one.

(Later) I was interrupted, when I had writter this far, by a call from Miss Hudson,
Charlie's typewriter, a young lady from Wisconsin. She is very plesant and nice and I
invited her to stay to dinner and she seemed very willing, and staid until a few noments
8go.

& I'd like to see your new hen park arnd I can imagine how much coxfort you take raising
chickens. #hen I get a home I shall raise them too, I laughed a good deal over iirs. xar-
den's old car catching yours. Have you got.a good garden this year? I wish I lived near
enough 8o I could steal some things out of it when they are ready for use. How I'd like
40 have you and Grandma go marketing w#itn me; & I buy everytning er have. :

#ell, I can't think of anything interesting %o write so I guess I had better stop.
How I do want to see you all and my dear old home. I can see you all sitting on the piazza
of an evening and I try to imagine how it looks without me. I am too tired to write more
tonight, but I send you no end of love, all of you. Are you feeling real .well now and do
you still have trouble with your feet? I #ill settle wita you for the shams soon. Write
me everything you can think of and remember you are in my thougnhis every hour of tne day.
Kiss Father and all. Your loving daughter, Ida.

Carlton House,
Olympia, Wash. Aug. 5, 1889-

My Dear Mother;

I re'cd letters from you, Em, and Abbie last week and 1'11 answer yours
first for I don't hear from you personally very often. You'll see that I am in Olympia;
Charlie couldn't get home for Junday, so he wired me to come over on the boat Saturday.
It is about 96 miles from Tacoma and a three hours ride by steamer, and I always enjoye
a trip on the sound, so I was glad to come.

It is cool and deligntful over here, for it is one of the oldest tours in the Ty.
and it is all shaded by great large maple trees, so it seems more like home than Tacoxa
in that respect. I wore my broadcloth dress over, and have shivered considerably even in
that. .

This morning I've attended a session of tne Convention up at the Capitol =wmith Chnar-
lie, and I tell you I jusy enjoyed it. de have jus§y returned, and while waiting for lunch
time I thought I'd send you a few lines. I tried to get some sewing done last week and 8o
did not weite as often as I intended to. Tell Abbie I was making me some sack waisis #nen
that one came and I crawled rignt into it. Grace was there at the time and sne said I
acted as if I wanted to hug it. I told ner it looked just like home to me. I was very
thankful for it, for I was in need of something of tne kind.

Mrs. Clifford, next door, lets me uses her macanine, so I expect to get along all rignt
hereafter. Friday morning I had a note from George saying trnat Dr. Glegson and wife from
Oxford, called at his office on the way to Seattle, and would return in the evening and
wanted to see me.

That evening Emma and I went to see them at the Fife, and I had a most enjoyable
visit witin them. It did seem so good to see anyone from hore! The next a.m. they caze
up to my home and lirs. Gleason said she would tell you all about it. I kmew you would
emjoy that very wuch. They were quite disappointed at not finding C. at home. I tried to
persuade them to stay over Sunday and t would stay home from here and entertain tnem, but
they thought tney must leave Sunday morning, so I came on.

The news has reached us this morning that Spokane Falls is all burned up, even #orse
than the Seattle fire. It is such a calamity and everyone is mourning over it.

I can't begin to tell you, Motner, how I enjoyed your letter, and how mucn it made
xe wart to see you. The longer I stay amay tae more I think of you all and apdreciate ycur

love and care for me. I should be veru ungrateful to Charlie if I were not contente< anc
happy here, for ne does everytning he can to make things easy and Pleasant for ze.

~
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He took this work over here to do, and is to look to the Legislature for pay. If
the Constitution is adopted we will be well fixed and will be nowme ca a visit. Cs ths
other nand, if it is not we will have to be patient and wait asnile longer. «nen I come
I want nim to come too, for he wanta to as much as I do, and I should nate to leave nim
behind. I try not to set my neart too strongly on visiting you tnis fall, for fear I
may be disappointed, I just hope tnat we may be able to come.

' It is noon here now and must be three o'clock witn you, and I presume your mork
is all done and you are taking a nap--at least I nope so. I can see you all so plainly.
If Ex cries over mzy letters you just tell ner I won't write to her any more. I gusss
tnat will ecare her so she won't do it any more. I m sorry to get tne news in regard
to Anra, but hope snefll pull through all right. @ fhad counted so much on that baby on
Nellie's account that I am quite disappointed.

I think we will not take Miss Hudson to board. 3ne is working in the Land Office now
for Schulze. There are some things sne does that we don't just like, for sue is quite
frisky. However, I shall rent one room if I can to someone, for tne house is larzer taan
we need. I am terribly disappointed btscausse Abbie thirks sne cannot come now and Crarlae
said he mould send her the money if he only could. In November we will nave to pay J75C
on the house, and we are saving for that now. I can't help but think there will be a way
opened after a time and I nope sne won't get discouraged. It wakes me tremble for you
all when I read of the cyclone and cloudbursts you are naving out that way.

How are you feeling now, Yother? You didn't tell me, in your letter. Juat think.
it is nearly six months since I came away from you, but we have made more in that time tnan
we could in many years in Oxford.

Maud Holderidgse has done herself proud, hasn't she? Congratulate her for me and tell
Addie H. to look out. #hat is Grandma doing? I'm glad Fatner hasn't much to do tnrougn
the hot weather. I tnink of nim so much and I most always on the front piazza when the
builders go home from work, witn taneir aprons on and their tools, and I wisn so often he
was among them. There is more building than ever in Tacoma, and as C. and I stopped and
looked a block over the other night he says, "Jouldn't this make your father and Jim
tired?® There wasn't a timber in the whole building, but just boards nailed together with_
blocks. #hy don't Chuck write to me? I'll bet he has forgotten he has a pioneer sister.
Tell father to come out and make us a visit and bring you along. I'm sure he'd nev:r be
gorry. I think often of having tne girls here and where I will take tnem. G8lly, woulda't
it be fun to show them our city?

Well, my paper is giving out and I guess I will close. Your dream won't come true,
for when I see you I'll talk you to deatn I'm afraid. I dreamed Abbie was nere tae otaer
night and that she foundfault #itn everytning in my house, and tne way I had thnings arran-
ged, until I was almost wild. I hope she won't, tho! I send you lots of hugs and kisses,
you dear old soul, and plenty too for tue rest. #ith lots of love to all,

Your loving daughter, Ida.

Wednesday, Aug. 20, 1889~

To "Charliel---
ity Dear Husband; .
I guess you'll be survrised to get this letter from your "old wozan®, but
I have an uncontrollable desure to talk to you today, so I take tais way for want of a
better. It awful lonesome, anc sometires it seems as though I snould cry I want you here
so much. .

"Doc® was up this forenoon for a call and we had quite a visit. I got tae trunk
up Monday anc yesterday Emma was up and I gadve her what they sent her and sne was very
much pleased. I ve had calla all the week. MAiss Hudson was up Sunday eve and gave me a
talking to because you and I went down to Grace's and did not come to see ner. I taink
we'll nave to get her permission when we want tc £o anywnhere nereafter.

Grace has been with me every night, and this afternoon I'm going doan there to supper.
I haven't felt first class any or tnis week, and have not yet done my wasning and ironing.
1 feel as if I nad rather lazy, but I nope you will not taink so.

It will seem so good wren you are ncme from tnere tor good and all, ard I guess you'll
be glad too. Everytning is quiet as usual up here; rave you any icea when you'll be noze?

q
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m. .

I hope you want to see me "just a little bit" if you gre "not much struck on
me", as you once told me in regard to t.e matter. I live in nopes tnat sometize you'll
like me as well as I do you, though it may require a miracle to bring about tunai state of
affairs. Queer words those, from a wife to a husband, don't you think so? For most wives
don't care whether they possess trne love or not, they only have the person.

¥ell, come home soon as you can, my dear, and I'll cook you some of my good (?)
®mock duck" and lemon pile. Won't that be nice?
dith a kiss and a hug, Yours ever, Ida.

Tacoma, W.T.,
Sept. 30, 1885-

My Dear Mother;

Charlie has been upstairs and found me this paper, so tnat I can write to
you this dark, rainy afternoon. It has rained hard ever since yesterday morning, and
everything is pretty well soaked at present. It seems good to have C. at home such
weather as this. He is better, but hesn't been out yet, he tninks he will god down to-
morrow to vote, and if it stops raining I don't think it will hurt him.

I rec'd a fine letter from you tne other day and it did my little soul good I can tell
you. I have just finished reading letters from C43 and Fred and Hattie. I think it is
nice to hear from both brothers at the same time. Dear old fellows, how I'd like to see
them!

I had such a busy day yesterday. Miss Hudson came up about noon and staid to dimner,
then George and Little Ecma came, and later #Willis Hall. So you see we have some coupany.
I am 80 sorry, Mother, that neither you nor Father are feeling well and wish I could do
something for you both. I think perhaps you would feel just as well if you snould grow
thimmer and unless you are sick I don't think that is a cause to worry over. I read C.
what you said about my having a picture of tne house and standing where my “nose® wculd
show, and he said he'd like to lmow how you expscted to see the house if I did!

W¥e were quite worried about Charlie this last time he was taker ill, and Dr. Dodge told
Norval that when he came last #ednesday night he didn't see hov e was going to get out
of a run of fever, but he gave him some big doses, and I don't tnink there is anything to
fear now. Court begins this week and :ie is anxious to get to work. After tiaat if he is
still poorly we think of going over to Yakima, east ofthe mountaire, for a week, in nopes
that the change will be beneficial. Norval has been very kind and splits all of my wood
and does my errands, and that is a good deal. Emma was to nave us there to dinner yes=
terday if C. had been well enough, but it was so rainy we thougnt he'd tetier not venture
Outo

I hope, Mother, that you will have a picture taken for we soon for ¥ want one very
much. Tell Em the doman's Exchange is to be a permanent thing, 8o she will Lave time enougn
to me%e something if she likes. I have been down quite often, for I like to see the fancy
work, it gives me so many ideas. There are heaps of Pretty things in the stores here and
I often stop in front of the windows and pick out ti:ings for you all. +hen my “snip comes
in® I'11 do something besides look at them.

A Mr. Royce from the easthills in Oxford, was here the other morning; I never knew
him, but'C. tnought he had seen him before. And one of old Dr. Ayrault's sons is here as
Prof. at the washington College. At least we think it is one of nis sons, as it is tne
same name and came from New York State. You don't know how queer it seems to me to near
people talk of “going up to Alaska® for I don't realize where I am. Before long we are
going up to Victoria and then I can say tnat I have been on Englisn soil. I begin to
feel quite like an old eanderer I have seen so much that is new and strange this ysar.

But, Mother, the postman will be along soonand I want to give this to him, taerefor
I guess I'll have to do it up. The months are passing rapidly, and soon your little girl
will be with you once more, and how wuch I anticipate tnem! I nope Grancma's head wiil
"get straight® so she can write soon. igke Father be careful of nimself and you be tne
same. I'll write to the girls soon. I ve been so stirred up lately that my letter naven't
amounted to much, but they will assure you that I am well and happy. Write often, Lother,
for nobody's letters can take the place cf yours.

dith lots of love to you all, I
. a
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Saturday Eve,
Septn 21 F) 1889 .

My Dear Mother;

I am afraid I zon't get a chance tomorrow to write to you, so I am going to
do so tonight. It is almost bedtime and I am tired, for I ve been running all over the
city today, but I nope you'll make allowances for all such-little things as tast, and not
expect much of a letter.

It is raining tonight and we are glad of that for we have just gotten our yard
all fixed up and seeded and the rain will be .so nice for it. I have my henyard built, tco,
but I haven't got the hens yet. I am only going to keep a few, for there isn't mucn room.
You see eggs are from 257 to 30¢ a dozen here all the time, and stale at that, so if tney
just keep us in eggs it will be guite an item. ‘

I am going to nave a woman to sew for me this coming week, to make over my speckled
gray dress and oy black silke I wanted to make them do until I came home, but fingé it
will be impossible for they are all out at tane elbows, and everyshere else, too, for ihnat
matter. W¥nen I find out how I o going to fix them I will write you all about it, so you
can imagine your "little black-eyed girl® in them.

I tried to find something today to send Charlie's Mother for her birtnday, and
finally sédected a chair pillow. I hope srte will like it. I enclose you a little chink
yo buy something with. Don't tell Mrs. Eaton what I send you, for it is a good deal mwore
than I gave for her pillow. I hope you didn't think I intended that handkercheif for
payment for those shams. That would have been a pretty cheeky performance. By and by I
guess I'll send you a little more, and also sned Abbie what I owe her, and Em the pay for
the material she bought. By the way, tell Em I wear my knitted shirts all the time and
1 am going to wear something heavier shen the rainy season begins, so I won't need any
more. But tell her to knit them and send them along and I will sell them for ner at the
Exchange. ' ‘

I mish, Mother, every time I look at Father's picture, that you could see it. It is
lots of company for me and I prize it I tell you. Tell Grandma I haven't forgotten all
she did and has done for me, and her turn will come before long. .

Charlie is better, so that he works, but he doesn't feel well at all. I think he
has a good deal of malaria hanging about him . I am sorry you and Father are not feeling
well this fall, and hope you will be all right soon.

I must téll you that we are to decide today if we are to take up a homestead claim.
Norval has taken one and ours will join his, Then the other two quarters of the section
are taken by nice people from here, who are all going out to live on them next suzrer.
You understand we have to live on them six months beginning in March. Charlie wants %o
take it end have eitner Em or Abbie come out and live on it with me while he stays in
the city and comes out occasionally. They are timber claizs and in a few years will be
worth several thousands of dollars, while it only costs 22 dollars to file on thex. I
wouldn't like any better fun than going out with a party like this if it wasn't for just

one thing, and that is tnat it would prevent my coming home until September. I can't
bear to think of putting off my visit and seeing you all, and I imagine that you won't
enjoy having we. But don't you worry about it, for we may not take it. Ind like tne fun
of it, but I want to see my lia dreadfully. )

I enclose you a little item that nappened opposite here the other day, so you will
see that we are not without a little excitement on J Street! \

(eunday a.w.) I could not finish this last eve so I will do so mow. I ve juat put
a couple of chickens in the even for dirner, and wnen they are done, if you wnill come in,
I will give you some. #ill you? Doc is coming up tc dinner I guess. Charlie sits nere
reading one of Dr. Bradford's pPrayers out of an old notebook, and I can't thnink of nalf
I want to say. he gave wme $16 yesterday to do as I was a mind to with and I thougat at
first I d send it home to you all, but..I-ve got to have some clothes fixed, so will send
you only a little this time. I must stop writing to attend to my djnner. I would like
to give my dear old llother an awful squeeze this minute, but guess I ll have to wait a
little longer. I don't see why Charlie and Anna nsver write to me; 1t makes me feel badly.

Your loving daugnter, Ida.

1
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Taconma, .
Nov. 1, 188¢.

My Dear Sister; .
I've no news to write you today, but nevertheless will try to send you some
gort of a letter. It is a lovely sunshiny day, and warm, too, and after I finisn this I
shall try to go out somewnere. I have watched thne mail very closely since Moncéay in hopes
to hear something further in regards to Mother, but they 8ay no news is good ne#s so I hope
she is getting better fast. I wisn I could I could have her, Father and Urandmother all
here through your cold weather. To be sure it is rainy when it does rain, but that is no-
thing compared to the cold there. Tell Father that he had better take Llotner and come out
and stay until spring. I would keep them gladly and willingly, and if he felt like work
he could get it in a dozen places within a stone's throw of the house.

I think about their coming sometimes until-it almost seems as tnough they were on the
way. I think I could make it quite pleasant for them here. Tre grass is as green here yet
as in the summer, and the yards are brignt with flowers. I cannot realize tnat tae holidays
are 80 near at hand. I.want to have company for Thanksgiving if I feel as well as I do now,
Just have George'a folks, you lmow, for trney have invited us to ride several tires. I think
Emma must have had as many as eight different hired girls since I came, and now she is doing
her own work. Geo. told her one nigat when she was complaining about them that "there were
some women he wouldn't work for at any pricel!® My girl is getting kind of slack and lazy
and I have to poke her up considerably. I have one of the sweetest and most talented women
for a neighbor you ever saw. Ler name is Mrs. Savage; sne plays a churcn organ, has 2 class
in music and painting. She paints cnina and has some of the loveliest pieces I ever saw.

As we were eating breakfast this morning she came in and wanted me to come over and 8ee soue
that she had just been firing, and I went, and as a consequence breakfast dishes weren't
done till 11 o'clock. @hat do you spic-and-span—up-in-the-morning nousekeeper's think os
that? I often laugh to think how it would worry Em. Tell liother I have four hens and a
rooster and I got two egga this morning, thne first I have had from them, so tomorrow we will
have egg on toast or "golden buck® as my cookbook has it.

After Charlie read yours and Em's letters tae other night he made all sorts of fun at
my "bragging® to you about my cooking. He said he thought I was a pretty good cook, too,
but he didn't think it looked well in me to brag about it sd much.

¥e had a man here yesterday to see about putting in our sewer and they crnarge $7C
for connecting witn the nouses; isn't that abominable? But we have to connect or get fined
$1C0O, so you see threre's no getting out of it. Our water rent is $2.20 a month, and every
time we pay it I think of that nice 8Prinz water at home tnat you get so cheap coxparatively.
I am glad you have raised your price for sewing. The cneapest you can get work ner is §l.5C
Per day.

*Teddy" was out of town when I had ny bacnelor party, so you needn't tnink I sligzn=-
ted him. Everyone thinks he looks like Jonn A. Logan, only ne's much better looking.

Charlie is mucn worried about his mother yet, and nopes sne is really getting better nos
dell, little sister, this isn't much of a letter but is t..e best I can do today, so I aope
you'll excuse all that is amiss and write often, if only a few lines. Take good care of
iother ard give her a rousing kiss for me. It is so hard to have her sick and so far asay.
But I know you and Em are botk better nurses than I and will do all you can for tihem all.

. Your loving sister,
Ida.
P.S. You better not give away any more of your spare baby dresses, for “charity begins at
home. "

.

Tacoma, Nov. 4, 1889.

My Dear Grandmother;

I have just finished Zx's letter of t:e 28tn and now I will answer it
and direct my letter to you, as I oss you one. You can't guess how pleased I waes to ge: a
letter from your own dear nand, and I have carried it in my pocket ever since and read it
often. I think it remarkable tnat you can write, spell, and compose so well at your aze
and I&ve done scme pretty tall bragging about my grandmotner wio ds 8C years old. we won't
have many swart or zood looking old ladies out nere, for iney siuow ihe wear and %tear of

i
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pioneer life, and I often wish that I could show “hem some of my folks. I am zlad that
Mother 1s even some better, for I have worried over ner a great deal. I dread tre winter
for you all and nope you will all be careful so that when I come home I will find you all
wmell.

Our weather now is about like your pleasant October weather a2t home and is delizht-
ful. I caught a little cold last Saturday, but I guess I have knocked it out with quinine.
Charlie gave me some big doses yesterday and some whiskey and I am going to be perfectly
well when he i3 around so he won't give me any more of it, for I don't like it.

I think it is pretty cute their getting Father to do Bartlett's work over after him.

I guess they would have found it cheaper to let him do it in the first Place. What a
shocx it must have been to Anna to learn of Sarah's death. I aa so sorry for her; Sarah
leaves one or two children, doesn't she? dhat was the matter with her?

Charlie and I are invited to a party over on I Street Thursday night and I guess we
will go if nothing happens. Yes, Grandma, if you willd come and see me I.will make you a
cup of tea "as strong as lightening® as you used to say I made it, and nave lois of otner
good things to eat. My appetite has been rather dainty (?) of late and I seem to want such
things aa cabbage, Pork and beans etc. but I guess that will wear off along witn the "blind
staggers® that I have every morning.

Norval was up to dinner yesterday. He seems to like to come up here pretty well but I
never have anytning different for him than I do for ourselves. . lir. 8illings was walxing
down Pacific Ave. the other day and was accosted by a fellow that turned out to be Mlike
Coughlin, and he said, Charlie Hill was here, t0o, so Charlie Eaton says if he sees them he
is going to bring them up to dinner. don't that be quite an honor?

They are more severe witn their criminals there than here, as Bracketta sentence
shows, for we have had six murder triasls this yearz with almost conclusive evidence o?
murder in the first degree and they have acquitted them all but one and he got 20 years.

Tell Motner my second door neignbor makes me think of her, for she is fleshy and
turns up out in the dooryard fussinz with plants most of the time. She brought me in two
nice plants all rooted this morning. I think I have a good many warm friends here already
arid I find them just as social and friendly as in the east.

¥ell, Grandma, I guess I shall have to run down for this time. I send you lots of love
and I don't want you to think you will“ever get so old but what I will love you just the
same as i always have. ®itn lots of love, I am Your loving little Ida.

North Yakima, #.T.,
Nov. 8, 1889~

My Dear Mother;

You'll see by the date of this that I am away from home. Charlie and I
both felt kind of “pimpin® and thought perhaps a change would do us good, 80 here we are!
We left home yesterday at 7 a.m. and reached nere at three in the afternoon and tnis after-
noon we are going on to #alla Walla and do not expect to be home before next week. It
seems good to be even 150 miles nearer to you all, and yesterday I tried to imagine trat
We were on our way howe to see you all. Don't I wish we were taougn!

This is a queer place but quite interesting. It is in a valley of the Yakima canyon
and there are great mountains of stone, witnout a living thing on them, on either side.
The place is watered by irrigation and the ditches along ‘the side of the sidewalks lock
quite funny. &e have had breakfast and beer out for a long walk, lookingz tnings over.

It is colder and dryer here than in Tacoma. I made my second trip over the Cascades yes-
terday and through tne big tunnel. #hen I came west I was asleep when we went throughn
tnere, so I didn't get a very good idea of it, but vesterday I did. It takes about eiznt
minutes to get through and if one is a little nervous it is quite "scarey."

George gave Charlie passes for us so it won't cost us ary wmore than it would <o stay
howe. And how is my dear Mother now? I think about you most of tae time and was glad to
get Em's letter saying you were feeling better before I ieft. Don't do anytning, ani don't
let anything worry you, but just take things easy, for I want to find you well vhea I come
home. I feel better most of the time now and am much better than wnen I was homs.

d#e found we could not keep coxzfortable witn thne grate, at nome, 30 we have a small new

coal stove for the dining room. It is a little dandy and the naxze of it is Lunur Jewel
No. 13, It would hardly warm one side of the big sitting room at home. I left my rens in
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drs. uUlifiord's care. de were invited to a party last eve, but concluded wegwould rasher

come over here.

C. had a letter from Emxma and Aranda saying his motner was gaining soze and we
nere very glad to near it. How is Father noe? Tell hiz I wanted to hear Gil-ore's con-
cert the other night, but the seats xere so expensive I thought I couldn't affori-it.

dell, I can't write more this time, for it is cold here in the room and tire, too,
to change my clothes for dinner. I will write soon again and this will agssure you I ax
well and having a good time. I wish you were all here with me.

Be very careful that you don't get worse, and see, too, that Father and Grandcs don't
get sick. I snall think of you all on Thanksgiving and of the good times were nad last
year at Chubs. I am so sorry for Amna for her 8ister,s death, must have been a great
shock. Well, my dear ilother, I must really close now. I long sometimes to ses you 8o
that it geems I wmust start east right away. #hy doesn't “Stepper® write to ze any more?
#ith lots of love and kisses to you all, Your loving daughter,

' Ida.

Tacoma, Nov. 30, 188G.

My Dear Mother;

It i8 a rainy dark afternoon and I can think of no pleasanter way of pass-
ing it than writing to you. €. had to go go Olympia yesterdsy, and has not yeti returned,
80 it has been ar awful long loneson? day for mwe. I expect him at 6;3C tonight, but if
he can't come he will wire me, and I m so afraid that he won't come tnat I don't know wnat
.to do. -

How did you all spend Thanksgiving? I worked hard sll day #ednesday, getting things
ready, made a Minnehaha cake, puampkin pies, and g0t wy turkey all stuffed over night, but
the next morning when we were eating breakfast George came and invited us there for dinner.
Then C. went away the next day, and so zy turkey isn't cooked yet. I've got it "on ice"
and will have it tomorrow, and if you and father will come to dinner we'll make it look
sick. "Doc" Billings and Hall were also at G's and we had g _jolly good time. Emma's
dinner was excellent and I enjoyed it. In the evening NELRXE 'went for a walk, and as

Emma and I sat talking who should walk in or us but #ill Hamilton. de were delighted to
8ee him, but ne could only stay an hour or so, so we had to talk fast. He took a hack

as soon as he arr}ved nere and nunted all over the city for C. and I and finally gave it
up and thought he d call on Gsorge, and there he found us. I think I have beer quite for-
tunate in seeing Oxford folks out here; I didn't think when I came that I should see any of
them.

Thursday was tne loveliest Thanksgiving I ever saw, bright, warm and sunsainy, a per-
fect marvel of a day. I kept thinking of you all and wishing I was with you. I zust
tell you what Emma said about you. one said of all the people she saw in thne east, ane
saw no one as "sweet and attractive' as oy motner. ihat do you tnink of that? I felt like
hugging her for that. She is really very kind to me and seems to want me to like her,
and I do like her better the more I see of her, ard I think she is plenty good enouga for
George. But don't tell anyore what I say.

I finished my taa gown today and will try and think to enclose a piece of it. I for-
got it in my letter to Em. I hope you are a great deal better and tiat you went down to
Fred's and had a good time. I don't think any of you are out of wy mind for a woment dur-
ing the day and tze longer I stay here tiue more I warnt to s8ee you all. ipat a good tice
we will nave if I can get home in the spring! de'll sit trere togetier in tae bay wirndows
and talk ourselves blind, won't we? I am feeling splendid and #ill H, kept telling e aow
much better I looked than I did wnhen he saw me last. Bui I feel worried ebout Caarlie for
he has the malaria hanging about him and some of the time looks so thin and blue tnat it
frightens me now when he doesn't tell me when he Ffeels badly for fear ne will rorry me.
(Comment in Dad's hand#riting "That's me!") He is awful good to me and waits on zme so
much that I aw getting lazy fast. I 2ust tell you of a joke on nim. w#e took a walk one
Sunday night down on Tacoma Ave. and Passed a store wihere tney nad a display or baby clotiies.
He stopped there and began to talk and cut up. He says, "i¥e'll have one of t:iex long baby
cloaks and some of tnose little bootees, wen't we?® Just trnen he looked up and a wmen and
woman were standing right by him and had heard all ne saidl Tney begau to snicker and G's
face was a perfec* tlaze. e movedon quicx I assure you. kr. Billings will stsrb home
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about tre time this reaches you--I sisz I was zoing wits him.
Charlie has been teaching me whist, and me sit rere all by ourselves evenings and
" play and visit and have real good times. e is always home evenings ard that zakes it so
nice for me. I begin to feel.like I d like to be ®mothered® a little once more. It is so
long since Iove seen you, you dear mother, that it don't seem as if * could stard it zuch
longer. It won't be long now, providing I can coms home to be sick, before I see you. I
-shall not think of doing so unleas you are all well, and of course I shall pay all of my
expenses and have myself taken care of. On those terms and no other Ind like to coxe.
(konday a.m.) Charlie came Sat. night wten I8d written so far, and I had to stop
and get dinner, and yesterday I found no time to write, for I cooked my turkey and had ir.
Huston here to dinner and Doc was up for tne evening. My. dinner was very good and %r. H.
seemed to engoy it very much. He brougnt me a present of a magazine of nice engravings
to "pay for his dinner® ne said.

This morning I ve been cleaning up my house and arm just through and have sat down
to finish this ard watch for the postman. I don't think azong all of you that I get as many
letters as I ought and wisa some of you would write often, particularly =znen any cf you are
not well. A messernger boy brought a note for C. from soweone down town one day and I tream-
bled all over for a half hour after he had gone, it frigntened me so. I dreamed all of
last night about Father and old Jim. I thought old Jim got his head in Mrs. larden's kedge -
and father and I were trying to get him out.

It has cleared off and is a beautiful day today. This afternoon I am going down on Pac-
ific Avenue cn some errands, and from there I'm going to take a Gurney and going way out on
north I 3t. and call on Mrs. Crosby. I'd like to have any of you tnat can go wita me. How
I do want to see you all again. It is almost an impossibility for me to realize tnat it is
Dec.for the grass is green and a week age I was in lirs. Dr. 3haver's and sne had a bed of
tea roses in tne dooryard that were all budded. iihat do you think of that? I must atop
now and clean up. I aave just rec'd your and Abbie's letter of the 25th and 3Cth and Em's
of the 24th, and have laughed and cried over them all togetrer. You are all so good to me
that I don't know how to thank you and won't try. I shall be only too glad to coms home in
the spring and will see that you all get some due for being so good to me. Em's and Abbie's
letters are both 8o characteristic that I will answer them separatly after I have trought
them over. They are awful zood sister, ain't they? You don't know how glad I am that you
are better and wnat relief it gives me. Be careful and keep well till I get tnere.

Your loving daugnter, Ida.

Tacoma. W.T. »
Deco 16, 1889-"

My Dear Mother;

It is Tuesday afternoon and I have had no letter from home this week, but I
trust you are all well or you would have let me know. ®ith this letter ¥ saad you all just
a 8light token for Xwas--I won't make any apologies for what 1 sead, for I know you will all
know the love I send witn them, and how mucn I wisn the gifts were more costly, so I add umy
mite hoping it will cause you all to send a loving thought towards the one so far avay.
#hen I come I want to bring you all sozmetiing better and nope I can do so. I send tae pack-
age for Fred's folks to Oxford in hopes that they will be wita you, but if they are rnot nave
ther forwarded. ’

I am feeling very well indeed now. Sat. I was laid up for the dey with a bad headache
but it is gore now and I am all right. I em courting the weeks now until I can see yeu and
won't we have a good time wanen I do get there?

Charlie has changed Docters and is pPicking up fast now and I feel quite encouraged about
him. He looked so miserable for awhile that it worried me.

Tell Hattie L tried my best to get her a gift done like Em's and tne otner girls but
sould not. I hope she'll like the gloves just as well. It is 30 hard to get anytaing ycu
can gend 8o far. I don't know wnat we will do Xpas, but think we will stay nome alone. I
don't feel equal to getting up & dinner. By tze way, I've rerted gy front room upstaimsto
a school teacher wino tukes poasesaion the first of Jan.- Sne is a great larze maiden laiy,
about 40 I should say, ard is bubblirg over witn zood nature. JSne gives me $10 permontn
and takes tne whole care of her room. That isn't bad, is it? Her name is vaulisbury and
she says sne will keep tune room tnrough tre sumzmer ana take care of C's room wnile 4 am
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eadt I think that will be very nice. 3ne reminds me of Aunt Sue Sherwood and I—: sure I

- 14 her. . . .
shall l;til mama, it is getting towards arotrer mealtime and you know wnat that means. I

i take lots of comfort in =y home and I know you'll be glad to knce tnat.
;i§:v2°:::t;:i;2§ :::e as easy and pleasant for we as.can~Pe, and if I could have you all
run in and see and eat with me I should have nothing to ﬁisn for: . L take

Now, Mother, do be careful and don't get sick again. Just let everytaing goda.. v
care of yourself for xy sake at least. Tell Grandma ane W}ll have to see my kid an qn:§
ohe sees it wish that she hadn't, for I don' imagine it will be a beauty. How islca n:;
feeling now? Take good care of him and don't let nim work too hard. With lots of love

I ou a lierry Xmas, I am
you all and wishing ¥ v ’ ’ Your loving daughter Ida.

Tacoma, W.T.,
January 12, 1860--

My Dear Mother; . _

I have received letter from Em and Abbie this week, but as I've written to
each of them since I have you, this letter shall be yours. It is raining here tonignt and
our snow is fast disappearing, and I am aighty glad to see it go. I am just getting over
and attack of "La Grippe® wnich took me a week ago last nigat. I was pretty sick for a
few days with a bad cough, but now it is all in y nose and I don't cough at all/ Cuarlie
had to go to Olympia Tuesday a.m. and did not dare to leave me alone, so he bundled me up
and took me over to Gillespie's, where I staid two nights, then I felt so much better tnat
I came home and staid here alone until last eve whern he returned. You see iliss walisbury
was in the house nignts, so I didn't mind it at all. I am all right again now, so you
needn't worry about me.

' Chas. has been over to Olympia getting his “Stenegrapher'e Bill® introduced. They
have gotten it rhough the Senate, and hope this coming week to get it througn tae house.
Some of the Legislature fougnt it like fun and tney debated it all week, but he thinks
novw it is coming out all rignt for him. This bill will give him $10 Der day, ne has been
getting eight. besides assuring him of nis pay in all other cases. He expects <o be over
there all of this week, so you can think of me sitting here alone day after day, and wisn-
ing you were all here with me.

I rec'd a letter from Xiss Delaney, the young lady who traveled out witn me and is
stopping in Portland, and sne wants to come to see me this week, but I guess I'll put ner
off until I feel better. Aside from my cold I feel pretty well, and yesterday I went
down town with Kiss Salisbury and we went to the Cong. Caurch parlors and had lunch. They
have had lunch there all of this week. #e had a very pleasant time, but I feel a little
tired today in consequence of it, for it is a hard walk up the hill on these icy sidewalks.

I think I will come home about trne last of March, if that suits you and if everytaing

goes right here at home. Charlie is much better now, and as =me have botn nad La Gripge
I don't know as we have anything further to fear in the way of disease. I dicn't get ihe
-girls' New Year's letters until last night, for we nave a new postman on this sireet and
he don't seem to “ketch on" worth a cent. Tell Abbie she nas laid me out a big job on
that little dress but I think I81ll go a*t it this week if I can f'ind ary clothn trnat is
sheer enough so I can draw the threads.

. Grace G. has made several or tnose handkercheifs like those I sent tne girls and
sold them at tne Zxcnange for 33 apiece. It takes a good wnile to work tnem.

. How are you feeling now, Mother? The weeiks go by so fast now tnat it won't be long
until I will be with you once wore and then wrat a zood visit we snall heve! I don't im-
agine that the long journey nome will be hard oa me for I snall take it very easy ard calm.
- It looks like a longer ride to me tnan it did before I had beea over the ground once. I
may not let you know when I atart, but wait till I get to St.” Paul and telegrarh. Tnat
would give you less iime to worry about me, ani then I8d be with youd so soon after trat
you wouldn't have time to wink hardly. I don't want you to make any preparatioas for ze
or bake or cook anything were than you would for yourselves and for ithat réason I am texp-
ted to not even telepraph until I get to Fred's. How would you like that? There's oze
thing I would like and that is to have father mest me at tne station wita old Jim. Do
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you suppose he would? drite soon and tell me 2ll the news. Nellia's letter was recarkably
written, I think. W¥ith love and kisses to all,

Your ever loving, Ida.

Tacoma, Wash.
Feb. 23, 1850

Dear Sister Anne;

I've been trying for some tiwe to find a chance to write to you, and at
last it has come. I was awfully sorry you mere so ill, and hope you are all rignt now.
You know as well as I do that you work too hard and are to0o ambitious and I think it will
Pay you just as well, in the long run, if you take things easier and save your nerves for
the ol age that is so surely cozming to all of us. I did receive your former letter and
supposed that I had mentiored it in soze of my letiers home, and am sorry if I neglected
to do so.

It was so kind of you to offer to do anything you could for me wnen I am sick
and I thank you for it. I surpose my last letter home will create quite a disturbance as
1 wrote them what Dr. Smitn said about my traveling east. But I am all rignt again now
and don't expect any furtier trouble, so I begin to think I #ill get there after all. Dr.
Smith carried the idea that it would be safer for me to travel in a month or so from now
than just at present. I have banged around a good deal this past week and don't feel any
the morse for it as I can see. Tuesday I waslked down town and back. dednesday I worked
all day getting up a dimmer for I was to have cospany. friday I waslked from here to l7th
and Pacific, then back to 9th, taking the électric car from there home. Tnen in tie even-
ing I went with C. to the theater, walking both ways. Yesterday I helped #rs. Clifford
wita a children s party of 27, and then walked down town again and ate dinner at a restau-
rant with Charlie, and then took a car home. Haven't I done well, and don't you think I
am well enough to travel hdme? :

Walking down town from here is like walking from Backus' nouse at home to tre Park
Hotel. I think I am pretty smart and I am as hearty and fat as can be. I went all over
the city friday trying to find me a wrap of some kind but could find notaing, and think 1
will have to have one made. Guess I'll get a peasant cloak, for there won't be any danger
cf me outgrowing that. Uy chief stanby now is my green tea gown and tne waist you sent me
with my black silk skirt. Xy broadcloth dress and newmarket won't reacn into several in-
ches, 30 you ses I am on the gain. '

¥e have been naving some lovely days, but today it is trying to rain. Its about
liket the last of May at home and I zuess our winter is over with. ie heard Emwa Juch
of the English Opera Co. in “Carmen" Friday night, and it was pretty fair altnougn not
eyual to Eermirie or ifikado. The new tneater here is lovely and reminds one of the Casino
only it is not so large. I couldn't help but wish that you and Chub and all tne rest were
#ith us. 18d give so much to have Chub see what a western city is like. The electric
car started last week and runs within two blocks of us, so I won't have to climb inose
hills any more unless I like. It is going to make our place much more valuable, we tnink.
fle have the deed of it now and feel quite proud that we are landowners in tne City of
Destiny. I tell you, Anna, notwithstanding the fact tnat it was avfully hard to leave all
you folks at home, I am glad that C. came back here, and that I came, too, it is so wucn
better tnan grubbing along in the east ds we would have had to. Don't you taink so? I
have missed you sll wmore tran you will ever know, but I could not have done anything for
the folks there, as I hope to be able to do sometime by cozxing out nere. I want to arite
to Nellie in this and will direct to her for I dorn't think you will care, so I will run
down.

Now, Anna, do be careful and get thoroughly well before you try to work. I want you
all to be well when I come so we can have good times together. drite often, for I enjoy
your letters. I am sorry for blaud Gray. It must be a sore trial to her to be so disfig-
ured, she was 80 vain. I'u looking for an answer to tne letter I wrote Charlie ary day now.
I do hope he can meet me if L come, for tne last of the journey will seem tae longest. wno
works for you now?

Witn lots of love to you all,
Ida.
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Evening? 3ince writingz tre above Charlie caxze nome from down town. He went up to see
how George was, ard found a new arrival in the shape of a baby zirl tnere. It was a sur-
prise to us as well as them for they were not looking for it until the middle of karch.
It was born in the night.

Tacoma, Wash,
March 17, 1890

Dear Little 3ister;

I've just rec'd your short letter of the 9th, and as ever am glad to
hear from you. dell! 1I'm still in Tacoma but I do hope to get started soon, for I aum
tired of thinkinz about it. I wanted to star: by the 25th, but C. wanted to know last eve
if that wasn't most too soon. He wanted to know, too, if he let me go and couldn't coze
after me if I would be ready to come back in July! I hate to leave him, of course, for I
know he will miss me and his home, but I begin to feel tnat if + aw coming at all it =mill
have to be soon, for every day I get a little lazier and feel like making less exertion.
On the whole, tho, I feel pretty well "considerin® and have done quite a good deal of work
this forenoon. OCharlie reported Traim lecture Sat. night and it took him until 3:20 a.a.
to get it transcribed, so he was Pretty sleepy yesterday and we staid at home, alone, with
the exception of a call from #willis Eall in tne evening, all day. #&e had a nice dinner of
roast beef, onions, peacn fritters, cake, pie etc. and it seewed kind of good not to have
company. Charlie helped me with the dinner and we worked togetner in tne kitchen as
happy as two old clams. He s awfully zood to me and does everything he can to make tnings
easy for me. -

I'm getting so I can't walk without Panting like a steam engine, but I go out a
little ways every day. Tell Father Haggie hitchell plays "Fanchon® here this week anc I am
going to hear her if I anm able, because I ve heard him tell so much about her. I send him
some papers witn this letter containing Train's lecture. His trip around the world is tne
one topi¢ here now aund is getting to be sort of a chestnut. #ny doesn't Em write to me?

I know I ve written her several letters since I nad one from her. : .
I'm sorry Grandma had one of her headacnes and hope sne fully recovered from it.
Tell ner to look out for me now for first tning you know I siall be there where you can
all wait on me. How'll you like that? Tell Motner I can make jumbles trat taste real
kind of like hers and a batcn lasts me tmo days. Cuarlie doesn't eat them. I hope to see
you all soon and will save news until then.
With lots of love to you all, Your loving Ida.

Oxford, N.Y.,
May 13, 1890

My Dear Husband;
: I ve had my breakfast and been down town for a walk, ard now I.m going to
try to answer tne two nice letters I rec'd from you yesterday. You are sucn a zood toy to

write so often and such nice sweet letters! But I”m afraid if you keep on Praising me up
80 I shall get too proud to speak to you %hen you come, 80 you better lock out "oli feller"
I am feeling pretty well, and if I could sleep better, should be all right, but I ac gett-
ing used to lying awake nignts, and Colonel and I are getting so we ratner engoy it. =:e
kicks and I think of you and we are a good deal of company for eacn otaer.
I thank you very much for the rent money, but I didn't expect to have it all and feel

a little guilty over it. I nave had tae draught casned and bougnt me some snoes. Is tiat
right? I think I ought to make tnis last through =y illness and will try to do so if poss-
ible.

I had strawberries for breakfast ani they were 80 good I jug wished you nad 'em.
They are only 15¢Z a box nere, quite reasonable, I tnink.

sssss8% (part gone)

——— i lly enjoyable to ms to see now joyfully she aatici ates your visit, se

must do ait w: Z:; tg :;iey:heereality all sie cagoxish.y Will George brigg Eittle Zzzal?
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says ne is going back with us if ne can fina anyone to viait for a few weeks yile
looking for a job. I didn't take the hint, for * thought I'd let you extend t:e no
ities of your howme if you cared to. }

Addie told me thne other day that some man had offered Geo. a thousand dollars to
take out there and invest, but Amanda doesn't seem to credit the story. Of all tsns people
l?oking forwvard to your coming Ed Tansey seems to be tne most anxious (except me.) And

"I ve been afraid he wouldn't live to see you. He gets out in the yard and arcund but looks
arfully. He can't smoke, or eat arytaing but gruel, so I've not gotten him anytaing but
reading ratter. )

I've gotten baby's wardrobe about cozpleted and now I'm going to take things easy
until he gets here. I haven't boughten anything expensive, but have wade everytning so
pretty with the girls and motner's help that tne things are mucn admired by those ®hno
have seen them.

But, dearest, I guess I'll close now for I want to write to Grace and alida
#heeler who is in Oswego. I had a card from her tne other day expressing mucn »pleasure
that I would be here when sne was, and must arswer it. Is your work panaing out so you
will be able to come---- (torn off) Give my love to all friends You see. wnat nas
Emma named “he new baby a:d have you been to see tneu since I came away?

I am longing so fer one of those embraces------- (Dad tore off the rest of tais; I

remember niw saying it wasn't for our eyes!)

Lupd Ly=-

G eorge Strattdn and Addie scinly oo .. Getu wmiie we 18Q & l1Ce Visit. George
r.e is

srital=-

o
e
-
ol

Oxford, N.Y.,
May 13, 1890

Dsar Little Gracie;

There are several reasons wny I desire to answer your nice letter
this evening; ore is tnat it is raining like fun and reminds wme 0f the carny rainy evenings
you and I have spent together so Pleasantly; the other is tnat I_ve been eating rawonicns
and I remember that you like them so well you will enjoy a letter scented witn tuat xird
of perfume. - :

I did enjoy your letter 80 much and I thank you for your promptness in enswerirg
mine so soon. I also wisn to thank kirs. Gillespie for ihLe photo whicn carze theageh in
good shape. 3he ray think it is an insult when I tell her that mother says sne and I re-
semble each otner in looks. If you tuink she will not take it all rignt don't tell her
of it. .
¥y people thought I was a good western l--r when I told them that tnat little rean
at the right of the ohote could eat a dozen fritters at one meal ard other tnings accerd-
ingly, and I referred them to you to have wy statement verified. I'm very wuch pleased
with the picture indeed and do not see how it could be arny better of ary of tnem.

I am feeling fairly well and having as good a time as possible under the circumstances.
The goods you were so kind to get for me were all riznt ‘and I nave a little drawn taread
work dress gll dope that everyone admires very much. I wisn you could see my pretiy little
things now, for I m afraid they won't look so nicely when I get home if "Colcnel® is as
hard on his clothes as his mother. Yocu cannot iragine, Grace, now much I taink about oy
little house and the happy days I have spent tinere, and I aa beginning to taink or the
time a3 not far distant when I shall be back there. The folks here are safully zcod to
me and won't let me do a thing in the way of work. 5o I've given my time to visiting and
sewing. I shall not do anything to my ow=n wardrobe until later, as tiiere would te no use.

I au glad you went to the tneater =ita zy husband, for it was mucn plesanter for nim
than going alone. You can't izagine how good ard kind he is, and hae always beer to me, and
for that reason I like to have hiz get all tlre enjoyzent he can. Eas ne told you tnat
George is coming east when ne does? His mother is so anxious to have tne children all at
home once more, and I am glad George can come on ner account. If you have no use for tne
black hat of mine send it along by Crarlie for I can use it here very conveniently.

‘ I should be very much pleased to meet your sister in Jergey if I went tnere, tut
I don't see how I can Posaibly go this trip. You can tell ner for me tzat I thank aer for
her kind invitation, and for little Gracei's sake 1 hope sozetime to wmeet her.

I'd like to see you tonignt, Gracie, and hear ycu laugh; can't you take your gum out
of your mouth long enough to laugn for me just once? Do you near anything about iias Gil-
bert's approaching marriage? drite me 211 the nevs You can. I can't write long at a tire
now. #ith love and best wisnes, Ida. S.Baton
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Pa ge i~

Oxford, %.Y.,
June 24, 1890

My Dear;

I don't feel much like writing this morning, but feel as if 1 ougnt to send you a
few words, to show you that I8m still right end up. I didn't write you Yesteriay because
it was so hot; I couldn't. #e just lay arcund and sweat all day and tried to keep comfort-
able. Today it is much cooler and 1 guess we can take more comfort. I haven't an idea in
wy head this morning and so I hope you non't expect anything of me.

I zot your Tuescay letter yesterday morn, and it was sweet and good, as your letters
almays are! I tnank you for it. I really hope you are now getting "too good", as you
8eem to thnk, for tnen you would not be any companion for ze; I'a bad, you know! I shall
be 30 glad if you can get here by the Fourth ever if I ag sick in bed, for I want to s=e
you 8¢ much. George Strattdn told Abbie there was a Pgarty going fishirg on that day and
they had counted you in. You would enjoy that, wouldn t you?

Manda and mother drove down lagt eve and drought~me some Tacoma papers and I've
been reading them this morning. lother was anxious as ever o hear if you and Yeorge,
or if George was coming with you and all about it. It seems too bad that he doesn't ever
write to her. ‘ \

Hannah Keeler has been in this morning and brought me some rcses, and I ve smelled
of them until I've absorbed all their sweetneas and sumell real good. Ida Smithe was here
last evering butI didn't go into thne parlor o see her as I diin't feel equal. Dear! I
do wish I might get sick and get well again! I'm getting so iwpatient to be around once
more as I used to be “with the boys®. I snall look anxiously for a telegram sayinz you
have started and I hope you will not be delayed sendingz it as I have been witn mine. I
guess you and I rant to see each otner some these days and I rather think we'll have some
fine visits wnen once we meet; wnat do You think?

Guess I won't write any more, I am so ‘lazy. But I'll send you lots of love, hugs,
and kisses with a hope to see you soon, and a Prayer that you may reach your liitle wife
safely and that all will be well wita us. You are such a dear husband and I love you so!

‘ - Ever yours, Ida.

From Chas. B. Eaton tc his wife, Ida S. Saton-

Tacoma, .
April 7, 1890

My Dear Ida;

I fear you will think I am very neglectful of you because I don't write o&ten-
er, but I have been busy all the time in ct. and at night I don't feel much like writicg.
Then too a lYr. Simmons has been here from sorwish and I have been snowing him around all
day today.
‘ I was very happy to get your telegram this morring saying that you got nome all
right. I am so glad you had a safe trip. Be careful and keep well, taking extra good
care of yourself. I also got your letter from Glendiive yeaterday =morning; it s2s an aw-
fully good letter anu I was very glad to hear from you. You must write oftea anz tell me
all the news. I will try to write better letters wnen I get more settled. I have been to
a meeting of tne Bar Assoc. tonignt, and came down nere to write you a liitle letter berfore
going home. Its beastly weather, ver; cold, and tais morning we had quite a snow storm.
Hall has been sick but is better.

Well, my dea, I must kiss you good nignt and go home to bed. I hope you will keep
well and be happy. Don't worry about anytring and I will write as often as I can.
Your loving nusband, CBE.

Tacoma, April 10, 1850
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ky Dear Ida; .
Just thought I 4 write you aik little letter. Doc came over from Ballard to-
night and he nas been sittling nere in the office visiting until now--almost 9 o'clock.
He wants to be remembered to all tze folks. Says ne's well, full of business, and nasa't
heard from home in one long while and tnat nis PO address is Batlard.

. W@ell, how are you getting along? I miss you lots and lotis and lots. Hope it won't
be more thar three days more thnat sou will be away. I called on Gracie last nigat and
they all said they missed you ever so much. Mrs. G. is going to send you a picture of
Ralphy and the kid. Grace and I are going to Gig darbor on 3unday, and some otner places
on some other days. #We visited about you, and how bad it was of you to £0 away 3ad leave
me and Grace. She said if she was me she would get a divorce. But I gueas Ll mon't iust
yet, because I tnink you are still pretty good people. I like you anyway and I think when
you couwe back we will have some pretty good times and Im glad you are not going to leave
mwe some more at all. I think of you all the time these days arni wonder waat you are doing
and imagine the good times you are naving.

I want you to go up on tie hill svery day at least once. I got wy birtnday present
all right and you zust thank them for me. There is nothing new nere. Court is dragging
its slimy lerztin slowly along. krs. N. enjoyed the proud distinction of reporting tne
first case tried in tne ¥xidxx2 State by the U.5.Courts, t:.e Craigen case before Judze
Ranford. Me and Judge Allyn are convicting criminals and sending them over tne road ib
our usual unanimous way. Thne jury in the Ease of Stowe tried for tne murder of young
Crosby couldn't agree, and its got to be tried over again. Stood five for conviction
and seven for acquittal. City politica are getting warm, and that takes up much of my
time----(deletion)

=--if you =ant anything get it, and I will send you sore momey shortly. I
naven't seen the kitten in tne nouse for soxze time. It was beautiful yesterday, but today
it is windy and cold; itsthe meanest weataer I ever did see. —--

(remainder tora off.)

Tacoma,
April 14, 1860

Dear Little Ida;
I got your letter, the first from home, this morning, and was very mucn in-

tereated at the account of your reception. I hope you will write me all about taings.
I know you must be very happy there, and it makes me happy to know that you are so, altho
of course I miss you very much. I am very tnankful, however, that you arrived home
all right. I wonder were the folks mucn stuck on your shape.

irite me often how you are getting alonz and all about wnat you do and see . Every-
thing is the same as usual here. Business is very good. Collections, however, are slow.
I aa trying to get all tne bills paid up and hope to do so soon. I called on Liss 3. and
one of the otner girls last eve for a few minutes. They said they were getting along fire
and exjoying themselves very mucn. I see Grace on the streets once in awnile. Hall and
I took a long walk yesterday showing 3iwzors, tne young lausyer from jorwicn, arounc. I ac
writing tnis at the Fife because tne fire in tne office went out. Its the wora:i weataer
you ever saw. waat Friday morning tne grouni wse covered wita snow and it nas been cold
ever sirce, clear, but with a cold nortn xind.

' Have as good time as you possibly can. I know the folks must be very glac %o
have you with tien because you are sucn a busy little feller as #ell as sucn a sweet iittie
feller, too. Sorry to near Ed Tansey is 8o bad; if there is arytaing you can do for air
be sure and do it. I snould think such trinZs are fruit and cigars would be acceptable
to him. Tell Stratton ne had better coze along out nere. His man 3immons is no gooa,
however. e nas tne least appreciation of thaings I ever saw.

#ell, I must close now. #will write you often, but don't worry about anytoing. I ax
very well and vell looked after. Take good care of yourself, kiss all tse folls ror ze and
give them zy love. Don't forget to say a good word for your adopted land, God's couatry.

ditn lots of love, Your Aff. nusband, C3=.

2



Tacoma, .
April 15, 1860

Dear Ida;
I again take in hand my pencil to pen you a few lines, a few odoriferous lines

relative to the atate of ine country. I hope you are well and happy arc make no doubt you
are. I have heard just once from you since you got hore. I would like to lnow how you re-
concile your neglect to write to me wita your koud protestations of love and arfection.
I suppose, however, you are pretiy tolerable busy and maybe tne wail is to blame, so I
won't censure you. I guess if you cculd have seen me walking down to tane Central 3chool
with that fat schoolteacher tnis morning you would think you had better come noce.

I got the Oxfcrd Times all right witn thanks. I have bsen in court every day since
I got back from Spokane. Its rairing agaia tonight, nice day yesierday, firgt one since
you ment away. I misn I could walk in on you this evening and see waat you are up to.
Have you seen Dr. Thorp yet and wnat does he say? I thnirnk you ougnt to take lots of
exercise and a bath every day. Pernaps, however, your mother and zy motner may know as
much about them tnings as I do, altno I have zy doubts. Take good care of yourself any-
way. I am going to see O'Neille in Monte Cristo this week and taxe Grace, and maybe we
will go to the lake on Sunday.

There is nothing new nere now. I miss you lots, but am 8o busy it isn't as bad
as 1t would otherwise be. Polotics are lively now, ward meetings alzost every nighi and
there is one tonignt wihich I shall attend. I doc't think I skall run for iayor tnis
spring unless they raise the salary and reduce tze nours of work.

#ell, I will close. I send you lots of love and hugs and two kisses. Give my
love to the folks and anything you want send for.
Your aff. husband, CBE.

Tacoma,
April 21, 1890

My Dear Ida;

I got your letter of a week ago yesterday morning. Am glad that you are nav-
ing nice weatner and enjoyirg yourself. I haven't written to you for the las%t fex days;
you see, I auw in Court every day and tner in the evening I don't feel like writing and I
think if I write in the evening it will not go out until next day, ani I can just as. well
#ait till the next day, and so it goes. Yesterday I was out in the nortz end witn Hall all
day atd in the evering we went up to their clubroom and played whist and so I didn't get
a chance to write.

I took Grace to see O'Neille to see Monte Cristo Saturday nigat--ain't I good to oxn
up? We had a nice time and talked about you all the wnile as we always do. de miss you
so mucn, Gracde and I does.

Of course you :ust get a nurae and you had better get one for at leaat a montn. Con't
run any cnance at all, and dou't iwpose on your folks. Get one nurse, or two ir you uant
thea and don't worry over it et all. I doa't taink you will nave a naré time and you zre
suchi a brave little feller tnet I don't taink you will mind it. It will be so nice to
have a sweet little girl baby, or boy eitiaer, I suppose. ZEvery cailc I see on tue street
that is pretty and sweet I look 2t ani wonder if GColonel will look like tznat. I k-ow ne,
she or it will be a sweet little feller because it will just have to be on account of its
mother. You have been a splendid li:itle wife to me all the days of our married life and
there has never been trne slisntest disappointuent in you on &y part; you weet every re-
quitement, and & want youto know that I appreciaie iit ard love you for it and shall te
very happy wren you get baclt in our own home, especially if you are coubled up as 3t nwere.
That is, if your sweetness is duplicated in a little one as i have no doubi it will be.

#ell, it is most two o'clock and I zust go to court. @ill srite you again tcniznt
if I have time. Your loving nusbaad, CBE. :

Tacoma, April 27, 1€GO
Y 7.7-
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Wy Dear Ida;
I suppose you think it is about time I was writing to you as I have not done
80 in two or three days. I have been very buay, the Stowe murder case bteinz on trial a-
gain. Its turcugh with now. I was waiting to get you aome money to send, too, but nave
not done so as yet. Hope to send you sowe in ay next.
I am awful glad to get your letters. Write very often even if you don't write very
auch 80 tnat I won't have a chance to worry about wou. I don't think that I will zet a
divorce, and I am glad that you are not going to leave me any more. Grace wanta me to get
a divorce!awfullz, but I keep putting her off ty promising to move to salt Lake City and -
marry both of you. won't that be nice? I don't tnink, however, tnat you can make our
howe any happier thnan it was before because * think that you have always done all taat you
could and I like wnai you have done bully. 'You're an awfully good little wozan, I think.

You must not let folks tire you. If you can't get away frow thes at howe (wiich you
can do if you have a mind) then go up on tne hill and go to bed and rest. I wouldn't
let a passek of people tire ze out if I was you. You must rest and take care o° yourself
and be very, very carefree. I have kept telling you to zo and see Thorp and if you have
not mmkxdone so when you receive tnis send somecne after him instanter. You ougnt to
have a rnurse for more than a week, at least two, and don't try to save expenses arc tnere-
by run a crhance. Don't try to get up too soon. Remember that I depenc on you to do just
as you tnink I would want you to do and tnat I would rather nave you and your baby all
right than anything else on earth. So be very careful. :

I think your wrap will be very pretty, only I don't know whick is the arap and
which is the limning, but its pretty eitner way.

I will talk to Geo. about wnat you wrote and will use every endeavor to get him to
make the trip east. I don't know when I can leave. In regard to wnat you wrote about tnat
feller being appointed stenographer I don't know now it will turn out, but I have bsen do-
ing all thw work since and botn judges here promise to stand by me so I guessit won't
meke any difference with my business ard don't care much about it eitner way.

There is nothing new here. W e are just naving kind of spring like weatker. I see
Willis Hall nearly every day and told him wnat you wrote about your relationship in whicn
Le evinced profound interest. I haven't looked at your rose busn yet, but will tonignt.
The girls seem to be all right. Give my love to all the folks; its getting too dark to
write. The fellow that came here witn a letter from Bert Strattford nas located in Olyn~
pia; that's wore his size.

#With mucn love, yours always, CBE.

Tacona,
April 29, 1890

Dear Little Ida; :
I haven't heard from youi in free four days and am ¢fraid you are not well.
I wisn you would wmrite every day if only a line or a poatal. If I don't near from you in
a couple of days I aw afraid you are sick; I trust hovever that you are all rignt.

) de are just getting into our nice zeatner now. It is marm and pleasant but
very dry and dusty. Things are about the same. I didn't get up till tern o'clock tris
morning and have an invitation to eat dinner with my big 4 but don't taink I will accept
it. I have been trying for two nighta now to kill the red rooster for tsem, but he is a
perverse cuss and wnen the srades of evening fall ne can't be found, don cner know. I
spent one evening witn the fals and had a pleasant time. Things have been quite lively
here for a day or two over tne firal location of tne N.P. shops and property nas been zo-
ing up in great shape out tnere. Lois of people made sacks, but of course I cida't get
anytning out of it. I don't mind trat, tno, because I worn $2.5C in the Louisiana otate
lottery. I boucnt half of a ticket frox Billy and we won $5. Billy says ne will zive
you $1C a week to come home, because he thinks he loses wore than that in boarding rme.

I take almost all my meals tnere.

If you were nere nox we would go out and take one of our nice walks. I have found
lots of nice places to go, but excuse me, I believe you are not in coadition for long
walks. It seems years and years since you went away and I mise you every minute ari tnink
of you all tne time. I guess you are about tne best girl of all, leastwise I doun't kacw
any better one. If you were nere I would take you to Ercinie, but as you are not I guess

. 2>
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Pagze 2/
I will have to take Wwillie Hall.

I didn't get ary money yesterday until after the bank had closed, but =ill sead
you $10 in this and some more this week. If you need money at any time draw a sisnt draft
on me for wnat you want. Lloney is coming in pretty spunky, but there are a lot of bills to
pay. I will send you the rent if you tenants pay it to me. I have a scheme in =y nead now
that I may carry out and may not. It is to buy turee or four lots in one of iiason's Adui-
tions at the north ==-=---- (torn off)-

--=dyptneria, I think. I wish you would find out if there is a disease trat cab
be communicated by kissing and let me know. I desire to be careful, but at tne same time
don't want to lose anything if there is no danger. It beats hell how hard times is.

’ Lovingly yours, CBE.

(These are only parts of letters, the dates gone, so do not know if they are in sequence.)

George didn't know when he eould start east. Probablywe won't come till latter
part of June or in July anyway. I want to go when there is a vacation in the courts nere,
whenever tnat will be whicn tne same I don't know. Bet your boots that I come as soon as
I can. I don't wmant to come (that is * think I better not come) till arfter you are theough
with your confinement because we can nave so much better time tnen. I got tne hose yes-
terday and expect the gress to grow some now. Squire told me today tnat he nad ofrered
his house for sale for $450C. The feller wno moved out of Geo.'s house rented one of Soc
and it ain't near as good as ours and he pays fifty for it. I think ours would rent for
fifty unfirnisned all right if we conclude to rent. Don't know yet what we d better do.

Got a telegram from Bowman while ago wanting we to come to Seattle tofiorrom nignt.

Guess I'll go and will probably be over tnere the rest of tne week. I believe I wrote ycu
that he-wanted me to come over and take his place winile he went away for a week. I didn't
know whether I would go or send Nunn, but guess I will go. I don't like to go on account
of your letters, but will have my mail forwarded and it will make but a few hours differ-
ence. .
Hope you are all well and happy, as you deserve to be. I will write agaia before I
go away tomorrow; must go and telegrapn to B. now. I see that Dr. Of Miss Delaney's guite
often. He has an of'fice somewhere, says he is doing well and inquires very particularly
about you.

Well, old sweetheart, good night. Been looking like rain all day, but guess saue's
gone by. Yesterday was the worst dey ever I saw in Tacoza; nind blew, and dust--zell
by gosh you never saw such dust. At times I couldn't see Fife s Tavern for it. irite as
often as you can, dear, even if only a little to tet me know you are all rignt. I send
love to all the folks and much to you. CBE.

| m———— Mother and Lizzie were better. I don't think George will give up coming; I don't
see how he could tnink of doing so but still we can't tell wnat he may do. I taink it
would be decidedly selfisn and thoughteless of nim ir he did. He can come much eaaier
than I can of course. I ought to be here working for wine #ife and baby, but ne nas
money ernough anyway.

The Oxford Times nas not come to hand this week. I tnink probtably tane road agents
fetch it; its most too valuable a docusest to go tarough the mails anyway. It ougnt at
least to be resgistered.

#ell, my little darling girl, I will have to stop. Its getting dark as usual. Its
funnuy tnat it gets dark almost every night instead of in tne morning; den't you taink so?
I wish I could take you up in my arms and give you a few kisses and visit with you for
awnile. Wouldn't that be nice? Take £00d care of yourself, little one, ana let me rear
from you every day. Give my love to all tne folks, and I send you lots or love my darling,

. Yours, CB3E. '

-=-=know, my dea, that there is bread and bytter to get as we 8 ham and erzs, and.
there is one cozing wno will eat lots oi o%h b nope, a%d it wonli‘ﬁo Qo w188 cery SroKes.
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I feel it my duty to you and tzae Col. to keep up my licks all the time trat I can now. It
is quite probable tzat tnere will be a vacation in court nere during July and I could be
away then without losing mucn. Business is good ncw, but money is nard to come by. I xmow
you want to see me, and I know trnat I want to see you, but a few weexs won't waxe so rwuch
difference tnat we can afford to sacrifice a great many dollars, esPecially wiien we need
them fellers as we do now. 3o long as 1l am here and tine courts are running and we are pezg-
ing avay my time is worth about 9600 a month and we can arford to wait a little waile. Of
course I can get ready to start in a very little time and whenever I see am open space 1
will slide out.

It was very nice and tndughtful of you to make the cross of flowers. trougat of
Mother all day that day. It has always been a day so full of meaning to her; of sad wean-
ing, too. Of course everybody is good to you because you are good to tnem and trey love
‘you. If I love you (azd I rather guess I do) that is tne reason---or no, I don't believé
there is ary reason in it--its just because I can't help it, you know, and moulan't if I
could. I tnought I loved you pretty well waen I married you, but that wasn't a circuzstance
to tne love I have for you now. You see we must love eacn other pretty well, because waile
neitiner of us are very angelic and neituer are remarkable for getting along well .ita other
people, and sach of us has, Dernaps, jusi a touca of tewper and meanness, still we havs
never had any trouble in getting along togetner, have we?

Never since we nave xept house and been married nas tnere been one single time when we
have come anywhere near naving a quarrel. Sowmstimes of course I #ould have to go out and
slam the door and you would ezasperate me, or I would vex you, but we each knew well enouzia
that the other wasn't reallyangry or that at just the littlest sign of a carees the otner
would be all rignt again. Now you know that is all so, and you needn't take the trouble
to deny it because I won't believe you. I don't knos how it is, but you seem to just fit
in, to be exactly wnat I want and need.

I saw Grace and ner running mate tris afternoon all dressed up and going to a
concert. I asked them to let me go but they wouldn't. #hen we went out to dinner the
other evening Grace lost her umbrella and I'e glad of it. I didn't know she was that full.

Well, I guees I'll quit. I nave worked pretty hard all the week and tomorros I'u go-
ing to lay around and do nutnin'. Iext week what are lnown as the “lower casea" will be
tried here before Judge Irwin of Chehalis and * will have some hard work there. Got lots
of work in the office for Numn, too. _

Morgan's band is playing its sweetest, and yes of course, here coxes tne Salvation
Army; I wish you were here to enjoy all three of us. Won't we (just you and me) have one
glorious old enjoyzent time when we meet? I guess so.

The band aad the army are dt it now red hot, tne band playing Johnny get your zun,
with a full assortment of discords, and the army playing tnere may be flies on you, taere
may be flies on you-- #iell, this stops rigat here. Let me hear from you pretty darmed
often old lady. here is all tae love of my neart for you. Lovingly always yours, CBE.

Tacoma,
. May 4, 1890

My Dear Ida; \
I am just about to write you a letter and give you an awful scolding. You

are such a bad girl; I just wisn I had you here so I could show you :nat I think of you.

I think you are so bad that you are just ine sweetest, bestest, goodest girl tnat ever
lived, and for tnat reason I love you better than anything, or even anybody, except liver
and bacon for breakfast.

The old girls paid me the rent this rorning and I will send it to you tosorrow,
but 10% commission for collecting same. I rope this will be satisfactory to you and thnat
you will promptly acknowledge receipt in full of all acounts to date.

I hope you are pretty well and pretty happy. I naven't neard from you for tnree,
four days, but the trains have been clear off their jumpf for the past week on account
of high water. I nope to get a letter from you tomorrow morzning. It is beautiful weatrer
here nows and nas beea for some time. It is very warm for this country, butt tnere isa
nice fresn breeze zost of the tiwe and so comfortable. Tiere is notninz new nere antt I
know of. Gracie let me read your letter to ner and I gave ner tue mon for tne stuff. Urace

and I haven't been t tne laks yet, nor aaysnere else, 80 ycu needn't get jealous or ger.
© ¥ 2 elsse, gev ¢ I 4
It made me laugn waen L read im YOUr last letter nos jealous ycu .ere Or Grace and taing
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Page 26-
how you were bariking up the wrong tree. Tnere is no groundis for it, but inere is a little
bird wnispering up around J oStreet tnat tnere is a little excuse for your being jealous
of annie Hanford or zattie oslisbury.

Its almost June now, or will be by the time you get tnis. unen you bezin to zet
gick I want you to have one of the girls write me every day, if you are not able to do so,
and telegrapn me every day how you are, because I shall be so anxious about my sweet little

"girl. Take every care of yowself, dearest, aau dca't run any possible caances. I Zoa't
anticipate tna*t you will nsve any trouble; you ain't built taat way, but do be very carerul.
Don't worry, but keep cool and calm and you will ccme out all right. I rresume just as
soon as I near ycu are tinrougn witn it all rignt and tnat there is a little bit of a wee
atranger there, viz his papa's beautiful biz ears and its mana's pretty nose, tnat I will
want to start rignt out ard see you botn. I den't know wnica I shall love best, but I
guess it will be you, because I have known you longer and better, naving slept wita you
on several occasions. I miss you all tae tize very much, and the novelty of tze tning that
made it endurable at first is wearing off pretty fast, bui still I am glad you are tnere all
right because you are so much more coufortable than you could be nere. ,

I em glad your folks are sc good to you. I was afraia they uvculdn't be, a wotker in
law is so bad, you know. 3till I like mine pretty good, an~ I like xzy little wife, too,
and I will be very, very glad when sie i3 back with me once more. It mon't be very long
now until we will be together again; I uould rather not go east until you are well and
string again, so that we could get eround ani have some fun (with a big F), but I would
like to go when George doesy for several reasons (some passive and others active) and pre-
sume « #ill do so. I can't stay a great wnile, and if he wants to go about the first of
June, as he thought the other day, it would probably be better for you not to come back
with me, especially as Ab is coming with you.

Be sure ard have Ab come; sne will be so nice to take care of the taby and do the
housework and it will save tne expense of a nurse girl. #dnat a dandy nurse girl Ab would
wake! You must zet her some big wnite aprons and scme french caps and 3:ue must learn to
call you "the Madam.® The only thing tnat I dislike atout it is that tne master (tnat's
me) always has to make love to the french nurse. But I suppose I zust bear #ith sucn
things and will try to submit with a good grace.

I wish I could be wita you today; wouldn't se have a big nice visit, though? I im-
agine you are just about now sitting on the piazza in your mother's motner hubbard witn
Will Jacobs sitting at your feet (out of signt, of course, unier your belly) suczing in
the fresn air and the breezes{ trat blow through the leafy treez! The 3arvation Arzy is
just going by tne office, as usual, and of course that knocks tne rest of tie poetry.

I vas going to get off to blazes. They have added tin pans axndfish horns to taeir otner
wusical instruments, and their marcn is truly one of terror now, not orly to tae devil
and tne hordes of nell, but also to otner good citizens. ‘

First game of ball yesterday--—éeattle‘against Tacoma. I didn't go, was in court,
but 8eattle won and I lost two dollars. Thnere s a circus Lere tomorroz and next day and
I ain't going to trat nuther. I spent my money for tnis year'a circus at last year's, you
will reme=xber.

Well, I guess I won't write any more now. It makes me kind of tired. Let me near
from you often and ¢ will write whenever I can.

Your loving nusband, CBE.

Tacoma,

My Dear Little Girl;
I got your lettsr of a week ago yesterday (Sunday) this morning. I zas very

glad to near from you and to know trat you are as well as can be expected. If you can't
sleep nignts why don't you sleep curing the day? It don't make much difference wren you
get your snooze as long as you get it. I am glad you are contented and happy end hope
you may remain so, anc wne:n you cowe back here I will try to make you feel tne saze way.
You and your baby both. I tnink, too, that I will sdceed, don't you? I xmow trat you
will be able to mwake me happy because you always have.

.Doc was over yeaterday and today; seemed unusually well for nim, but guite tir
Saw Billings for a miiute ~nd said nhis folks are getting along quite weil {.anz you
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Page 27

I will corsider tae rmatter ot Crarlie's lot; I think he would do better to buy two

lots in tce Nortn Znd for say sbtout $700 and pay half down and balarnce in a year or so.
Hoyevar, I will think it over and see wnat can be done. I don't believe I #ill buy any-
tning out there, or anywhere else, just now--not until we get out of debt a little zore.

Its nice weather now, no szoke, no duat, nice and balmy. Well, its too dark to

write more all ready. Ky love to the folks, and lots to you, old precious,
CBE.

Tacoma,
May--- (part torn off)

--==I didn't get any letter from you today and I am so mad. &ish I could take ypu
up in my arms, 45 inches of belly andé all, and hug and kiss you until you begged for mercy.
But I wouldn't show you any even then. That is wnat you would get for not =zriting to me.

Oh well and a lack a day, and I guess you don't love me any more. Guess you tnink I'm
too poky for you. #ell, and what care I? I woula you couldn't help but love me, I would
just make you. I guess I don't mant you to love me until you can get in sucn share to
reap the reward----(delsted)

--=4%5 inches around the waist! i#ell, but you must look funny. I suppose you wlll
never get back to your fairy lightness and slimness again and I don't care if you don't.

I think you will look mucn better as you grow wcre zatronly; but I don't know how the gweet
little darling is going to look any better than sne always has. If you get tarougn with
this baby all right, as you certainly will, and devédlop thnat you nave a natural apptitude
for such work, as I doubt not you have, I guesa I will keep you in that business pretty
steadily for awhile; what do you say? Anyray, we ¥ill have just one more little puttsey
baby just as quick as ever we can, won't us? Of course you can do as you .ike about it
because you are ™in it" more than I am and if you don't want %o we won't---(shorthand)--

I have just zot back from Billy's where I had some halibut and some strawberry
shortcake, botn of 'em very good. Met Hall on the way down and ne wanyed me to go with
him but I shreiked no, I go to write to my dear, and snrieking, fled and left him all to
his own alone self. :

One of tnewm girls had a feller last night. Now I juait bet you two dollars and a
half tnat will have to stop. I gueas I'm feller enough for those girls and I don't pro-
pose to have my couch broken down. I'll see to taat wnen I go home tonignt. By tne way,
you had better begin to think up what you want to do with tre house after lst July. Do
you want me to bring it east with me? I thought some of having a picture taxen of it
you hinted about it so much, but concluded it wasn't worth while. You can tell folks it
is just exactly like #ard Vanderlyn's. I wish I had had a pnonograpn put up in your hoze
when you got there; I would just like to have some of the big lies you have told repeated
to me.

#ish I was with you tonight; would rather meet up with you trnan anyone I know; I
can just taste how good it would seem to get hold of you. I nope it won't be very long
now before I can have that Dleasure; then we will just make up for all we have lost. I
tell you, old lady, tae more I think it over and look back on our life of a litile over a
year togetner as man and wife, the more firmly I az convinced tnat you fill tne bill to a
dot. I don't know of anything lacking in you as a perfect iittle wife and mistress. You
would be just the same asyou are if you nad tae privelege of making a wife to suit re.

You are wonderfully nice, my darling, and I love you more than you can imagine. Ilou fit
into my life so perfectly and cozpletely that you just roung it out as it were and zouble
all my pleasures witnout detracting from them as some women would.

dell, I must close. write often---Great 3cott! it will be tae first of June by thne
time I get an enswer to this and very close to your coniinement. XKesp up gooc heart and
courage, little one; there is no doubt but wnat you will ccze througn all rignt because
you are well and strong and have taken good care of yourselr. I just bet you'll coze
through it so slick and nice you'll just laugnh at yourself ior ever dreading it. Ycu zuet
know tnat I am witn you every aminute in tnought and sympatnizing witnh you and trying to
help you. I guess wnen I near trat you anc tne little one are all rignt I will be just too
happy to live, probably be just a scuple case of plain drunk. Yours, CBE.

2
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Tacoma, hay 5, 90

Dear Little Ida: I got your letter of Saturday and
Surday this morning. I was very much pained to hear
of your sickness and also tc learn of liary Farley's
deplorable condition, I hope you are all richt now,
tut I suppose, iiary, poor girl, is already across the
river.

I send in this N.Y. draft for 250 ycur rent money. I do
not mean this for the exp:nses of your sickness and so on.

I will send you noney for that whenever ycu need it.

A good way for you to do would be for ycu to notify me a
few days before and then draw on me for what morey you want.
Maeke John Richard cash ycur draft or tell him to gc to hell
and do business somewhere else.

I am glad Dr. Thorp haes been to see you. Hope you will have
him come every few days. Do as he tells you too, because

it is barely possitle that he knows more atout such things
than I do. I am sorry that colonel is such a kicker and
think he is meaner than dirt.

I wen to bed early last night and woke up eerly this morning
and lay there awhile and tried to think of sometime when

you were not good and true and sweet and everything that a
good wife should be and do you know I couldn't think of one
single time. You were always good I think and although
sometimes you would get just a little wilful it was alweys
the more cherming when you got all rizht egzain. Ch, you're
a good little woman and I love you so very nuch for it

that I can't tell you ever, but in the years to come I will
try and show you.

After dinner yesterday I went up and took a little walk with
. Grace out through the park esnd rcund on the bluff because
she said that you saidif we were walking together you

would appear to us and we both wanted to see you so that

we thought it worthwhile to try if you would. But you
didn't and we came home prretty quick.

It= awfully w:erm Weméher now ard I wish you were here to

;njoy it. R -
guess I'l]l go xzmm to lunch ncw. = Either w

g o rite ycurs
or have one of.the girls every day. - You can dictgtgrtglr
the girls ycu xncw-=-you used to to me., I never said

anything about your "loud protestations™
you better shut up atout tﬁat.. s" unless in fun an d

Fd

With lots of love****** T qoptgrkkxxsk
Yours CBE



accxa,
Cate unknown--

-——-= I hope to be able to start easi rext 3aturday, but tanink it ratner doubtful.
I shall quit tne office Thursday, but nave a big reference on tnat pay take several days
in which case I :ay not be able to start until the miicle of next week and possibly not
till t7mo weeks from yesterday. Uf course I will start as soon as I can, but itsuncertain
when I can. I will telegraph you tne day I start so you will have time to prepare. I
don't know wiuat road I will go over so caa't arswr your questions. 1 may nave to stop
a day or 80 on the way, but I trink I can safely---(torn off)

I #ish you would tell my folks wuen I expect tc start. Also tell thax thet Doc is
well and is writing a book, the title of wnica 7ill be “Doc's Adventures or hotes of Travel
in Ddstant Lands, bsing 2 strictly veracious account of %ne Life on tne Frontier axd tae
ssgrdsiips of Travel in a Pullman Car." I presuze ne would like 'mand's opiaion on that
point. . ie nas gone on a junketing trid us Lo the turnel today, sunday tho it be. You
gee ne is corforzming to the ways of tne country pretty well. :

I must stop now, mwy dear, and will try and write you in a very few days about ny
plans. Goodnight, sweetneart, witn mucn love,
c.

Oxford, N?Y.,
May 11, 1890

. My Dear Charles;

I naé a wonderfully nice letter from you yesterday, anc Iqm going to try
and answer it, but + don't believe I can do it justice for I feel like an.old idiot tnis
morning. I had one of my sleepless nignts last night, and did not shut my eyes until
daylight, 20 it makes me feel pretty mean.

It is a brignt sunsniny morning but there is such a cold wind taat a fire feels
good. 4 went up on the nill yesterday and told motner about G.'s speaking favorably about
coming out and she was very much pleased. According to %..oyle" I prooably wen't be sick
pudi before the 22nd, but tnat need rot prevent your cozing at ary time. OFf course it
would be pleasanter for me to be able 1o go around witn you, but I wili try and make tne
best of tnat if you come. I shouldn't even want to go up on tne hill <o visit if Yeorgze
was there, but tsat needn't prevent you from raving a good time, and I assure you it wculd
be a great comfort to me to have you Lere at any time and 4 could put up witn arcy sacrifice
to have you nere.

Your folks want you ané Geo. to come at the saze tise so as to have tre caildren
all together. But there ia one thing trat I want you to understand, once for all, and that
isthat I go back wnen you do, if I have to go on a bed. Do you near me? I want to tsxe
tne trip once at least with you and I rean to if it is at all possible. &0 tnat settles
that part of it once for all.

I nave my baby's outfit about done, for they have all helped. And I have some very
pretty clotnes for tne “little stranger", too. I snall be so anxious for you to see it
as soon as it comes,‘and if you are not here I hope you will lose nof time, in cozing.

I don't anticivate a nard tire and co not taink of it wore than I can nelp. At times I
dread it, but most of the time can nardly wait for tae event to take place. I gx 30 en-
xjous to see our taby. I am so glad you think you #i1ll like me as well as you do it, for
I ve thought sometimes that peraaps I would nave to play “second fiddle%, but * know I
shall like you all the better for tie love you snow our caildren. tre wonderful taing of
bringing a little scul into tue world and gudding anc caring for it afterwards, sesms to
me like a great responsibility, and 1 saall need all tae nelp and encouragezent zy cear
good nhusband can give we. I've never founa you lacking yet, and tnat knowledge encourages
we greatly.

It gives me a great deal of satisfaction to know tnat you miss me, but as you write,
it won't be for lons now and we always have such good iimes whnen we meet afier a separa-
tion. Do you remember tne afternoon you caze frca Olyupia and ue lay on the ccuch togetl:er
and visited and visited until re saw stars? TJae taougnt of succ times always reconciles
me tc the separation from my dearest. ’ ' !

I was not jalous ot Nunry or Grace, but I did want to hear wnat you were doirz and

B
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wou only wrote about them. I don't think you betier tackle nattis for she lcoks to me like
a person that would exnaust a weak back-acney sort of a man like you. Iiiiss Manford is wore
your size. v _

4 presume + will get the rent money tomorrow. wany tnanks for it and I,11 make
it pay for =y sickness. You charge pretiy hign coamission, but I'd ratner pay you a big
price taan any one else, you're so good, you know. I like you first rate, but I don't tnink
it was nice of you to disfigure me a3 you neve done. But I guess you are sorry and ashamed
of it, so I aon't scold you.

I want to write to Grace today, if I feel equal to it, so as I naven't any rews for you
I'1l not write longer. Be sure and bring tne big trunk wnea you come and if you are to
sstay until after trne teachers leave tne nouse make arrangements witn tihem to leave xy sil-
verware and sucn things where it will be safe. And, too, bring tae old clot.ues of yours
that you can no longer wear for Zuma Brown saye sne can make tnem over nicely for Rob.

. And now I'll close after telling you the old, old story that I lcve you better
and better all tre time, and tuat I long to give you a good lot of hnugs and kisses.
Ever yours, Ida.

Oxford,
June 8, 1890

iy Dear Huaband; . s _

I raven't a tning that will interest you to write tnis morning, because
I wrote so late yesterday. But I don't know where any day may bring me now, and so want to
write when I can.

The folks have all gone to church this morning except Grandrma and I. Cil3 just came
and took me for a liitle drive around tne square. I can't ride far, and I am aired out
a little so I don't smell as badly as I did. Did you ever notice wnat a bad smell there
is about me? ‘

' I had a pretty good night's rest, but not so good as it would have been if ¢ could
have kissed you good night and lain in my "snuggle place.™ I nave hardly been able to keep
from crying since 1 read your letter of yesterday, because you owned to being “nomesick"
the nigat you wrote it. It makes me want to be witn you, so!

I don't like to have you worry about me, and I don't think there is any reason for
you to, and yet, "if you were me and I were you" I think I snould worry too. I am all rignt
and expect to go through my ccnfinement all safe and as happily as can be, for t.e sickness
doesn't last long, ani the reward is so great that I cannot nelp but look forward to it,
with some degree of pleasure.

Your letters and encouraging words are the greates help I can have, and I'll tell you,
old man, I appreciate them. I was thinking tne other day about how hard it was for me to
burn your old letters wnen I went, but + feel amply repaid now, for none of them could
equal in sweetness these that I get from my beloved husband. I tnougnt I knew you tnen,
but our year of life togetier has. proven to me wnat a treasure I teally nave in you. Now
don't get "stuck up" and feel proud, you bad zan, for it isn't tecoming or nite. oave
that until some otner tnan just your plain little wife tells you so.

My neart would swell with pride and gratitude to you if I snould receive a diamond
ring as a token of ycur love on the occasion you zention. But really, my dear, it would
swell up more if you got yourself the bosom pin you nave long manted; I coulc see it so
much more plainly on you. I nope you'll get that instead of getting me tne ring, or put
it in sometning we car both enjoy togethner.

dill Norr1s' lieel boy is buried tais afternoon; ne nas been ill 4 long tize.
Manda and 1 couldn't nelp but laugh at Sadies she went in tnere one day and cawe nome and
said, 'Bernie was just passing away, and trey have got a blue cloth urder him rfor nim to
pass away on."

The first question your motner akks me wnen I go up there is %Is George coming
with Charlie?® I wisn he d write to her and tell her scecetaing about nis coming, gne is
80 anxious to knoe. ‘ielt, dearie, I guess I'll stop now. I serd you lots of everytaing
you like witn tne express wish tnat you will nct worry but te of good cneer ani keep
rignt on tninking of tze little wife wao lovesycu so muca sne can nardly wait to see you.

Ever your oxn Ida
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Seettle, iiash. ~ay 20, 18990

Ly deer: :
I have my siomach full ef <rub a2nd izl write vou

a little but. Hdaven't had any letter frem you since I

have teen over here anrd it ssems lcrescne, I thiznk I wil1
g0 Lome tomorrow nigat and then I will get some----letters,

Talk atout weoux cols, why its Just ewful nere, It
is so cold here that a bi; “riek cuildins fell dc-- “his
efter luncheon. 4s I write this I am so chilly, thet in
addition to &y cther c.cthinz I nave just wrarped arcund me
an air of imperetratle Tystery, Still T a2 nct warm,

Cver con =y left here anc at th= Seme cesk is a man tret
I have nct spoken to in cver three vears., You wouvlad
conc;ude that there h:s been sciie difficulty between us,
tut there ras n-t--I €inply den't know aim frcm loses!
yellow dog.

Well, hcw éc you Pzel ncw? I write this so as to maxe
& seccnd G. wWillianm Lve cuter Ccl. If le tares tce muech

e
after 'his wother I feer he ven't know nothin, She .-
don't kncw mueh 4 what she does knew is mcstly not zrumx sc.

To tell ycu ths »lein hnrnest sober unvernishec truf’t,
Idelia, I don't fecl so tlamed jauch like writing as I
have tefcre new--I guess I'm tce full of lemb cutlets
and new pctatces to co justice tc myself, I hops hewsver
that ycu will retrer nave t2is elleged letter than ncne
at all. at least if it nakes You macd ycu will answer ell
the quicker. I had rather hear from you wien-you are med
than from anybody else where ti:e flowers nest acain.

I have been intc ecurt all day, but heven't tean very
tusy. I enjcy myself fairly well enc feel first rate
but woulé rsther te hcue “i"h my Hat,.

I hope you are all right my littls deszr. Ze cersful of
yourself beceuse in tat little tundle ycu call your tedy
“is tied up everything on esrth thet I prize very hizhly.
S0 you will te careful not +c fall ¢cwn end dbrezk ycurself
for =y sake, wcn't You ceerie? Have & picture mece fer
me, please do.

I send you lots of love anc kisses as well as 2% hugs.
Yours always,

, CBE
>4



Mon, 7;52 PM Lay 20

Dear Ida:

I received your oflest letter this merning. Was
awfully glad to hear frcm you and t o know that you were well
and happy.

I guess ycu can't te any more anxious to see that kid than
I am, I expect twill be the most wcnderful thing ever
was- Donlt see how it can help but be, do ycu?

I saw Grace for a minute tcday. She said tshe got a nice
letter from you. Told her I get lots on em-=- I don't get
any tco mary tho you bet--

George Frantic Train is lecturing tonight but I guess there
aint many people zoing. I know I ain't---- Dién't I work
like a son of a gun on his other lecture ané only got a
paltry $40 for it.

I have been having bill made Gor the stuff we have in the

houss. I have all but what ws got of Eanson & Hclmes
and the little things we have bet. There is atout £600
in all I guess--mcre than I thot there was. Can you tell

how much H.&Holmes bills were? I have paid up everything
now but about £40- and will pay that in a day or so=-
Business is pretty good but collections are awful slow.
However I guess we will pull through scmehow-

I don't feel much like writing tenight and guess I will g0 home

Come dcn't you want tc go along too? Show you
_*************** K2 KK 3K KK K x5k K .
--=-with irs. Kerden? Thought you were going to have her.

I guess with all your friends you will get slon vprett
well. I hope and trust so my little gear forgif anyihing

. should happen to you I don't know what would become of me.

But I don't think tkere will. You are a gocd staunch little

feller, stronz of heart ané full of courasze and you will be
all right. I should thirk the Col. would bte very much
ashamed of himself to kick such a nice little mother as you
will be to him ené I have no éoubt he would be if he knew
what he is doing. You just =--*¥¥%=%* been up to. I
don't want Ab to wear him all out before I get there. I
suppose he will Bet an awful lot of care taxen of him for
awhile. ~

Well, it is so dark, my dear, I can't see tc write anymore
and so will close. I send you lots and lots of love,
enough so that you can spare some for the folks.
- Yours, Py
c e
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may £2, 1890 -

Ky dear Ida:
You'won't get much of a letter tcnigcht because

I don't fecel much like writing, Brer Hell is here
smcking cne cf your cigars. I returned form Seattle this eve
having sent iess over as I got kind cf sick of it. I hegd &

good time, however end it mede a pleasant change.

I was glad to et a letter from you on my return also
the cigars. Thenks for tcth. I am very happy tc ‘
think you feel so vell an¢ get along sc nicely. I tco
hope that Col. will kick his way into the world oretty
soon, I am sure ycu can't te any mcre anxious to see hinm
than I am, I hope he will be a2 girl ard lock just like
his ma but I em awfully afreid she will be a boy and look
like willie Hall.

I went him to be just a little fairy girl with his
mother's beautiful eyes anc pretty ways, I ain't stuck on
having him have her mother's nose- Suppose it should
gavg yo?r nose and my ears, wouvld he te a dandy girl tc

ook at!

Haven't teen up to the house since I got back.
Everything else seems to be the same. I'm homesick es I
always am when I get home when you are nct —ith me. In
fact I liked Seattle lots teiter this time than I ever did
Lefore and am incline¢ to think it is the tcwn. = You needn't

- . - R .- ——e i et e - v e

be surprised to hezr scmeday that I have sold cur house and
furniture and am living there. I am glad ycu scclded
Grece because 1 think she neede it. I haven't seen

her to speek to her since she refused to go on skurshons
with me because that Gillispie woman. thought twouldn't

be precpere.

Well, guess I won't write anymore--Don't feel like
unto it. Guess I will send you & lot of love and kisses
along with a promise to write more tomorrow-- How'll
that do my dear?

Hall send you lots of his pure, werm virgin love--

Write often,

With lots of love and kisses three times
three,
Yours always
’ Ce



Tacoma, Tuesday 24th ot June

My dear Ida. I didn‘t geu auy ievver from you today and 1 didn't write to
you yesterdaye. 1 tell you i'm just a rustiing now days trying to get in
shape to start Saturday. L guess + will be able to make it.

rthere 1s nothing new here, I got menry lruzy's letter and was very glad

to near rrom him and thot it a very nice letter. 1 don't know whether 1 will
get time to answer it or not berore 1 start kast. Just think of it, old
girl, by the time you are reading these few desultory lines it will be only
about toree days tili L will te with youi Don't that thougnt make you

feel kinder funnyr« It does me. 1 want to see you awfully, worse than

1l ever wanted to go in swimming or ~nytaning. Dear, dear how 4 ache to

get ny arms ground you, Hope you feel the same way. if you don‘t you are -
a bad girl and L know you aint that. lNeitner can you make me believe

thav 11 4+ was with you 1 would think you an angel. 1 don't believe you

are half as cross or disagreeable as you say you are, You just don't know
now to be,

Now you k&ow ir I come home betore you get well that you will be so jealous
of me if ~ go around with those others that you spoke of that you wont

know how to contain yourself. 1 guess I will want to stay with you
mostly though, don't you?

Mjgs Jackson got out of her trouble in very fine shape--ther were acquitted
and the costs put upon the Dr, the prosecuting witness. She was feeling
pretty good over it last night-- 'hey thought I was awfully good to them
and hiss Shumway said they didn't know how to pay me--whether to fill me
full of chocolates or embrace me all around. I told them I prefered the
latter if they wouldn't tell my wife and she said she guessed they hadn't
bhetter because they were all just like sewing machines which the same as

I understands it tucks and frills. They is awful nice ga3s, I think,

Well, I have some little matters & want to see to before I go home and I'll

have to stop. begides I ain't going to write you much more letters--I1

em saving what 1 have to say to whisper to you yourself, How'll you

like that my little darling of darlings? I love you so that 4+ don't see

how 4 can wait so long to see you, I send you all the kisses + have

on hand and when L come you must show me where you put them and then I'll

take them all back, Only a few mme® days more my little sweetheart

and then we will be together once more and we won't part again in a hurry.
Your loving hustand, '

Ce 'bg

-~
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Tacoma,
June 3, 1860.

My Dear Idealia;

Your own Carlingia didn't get any letter frow you tnis morning. I gueas
you've forgotten all about me, or elae you don't love your husband any more. Zither of
whicn vould be very bad. I come around to the office tne first taing in the worning and
the last at nignt, and have an eye on it all day, expecting I wignt get a telezram rfrom
you saying that unto us a cnild is born, one or more. #&ow I do want to get tnat message
and to knonyou are all rignt; I would rather have sucn news than all tne money anc every-
thing elae going. I don't suppose it can be a great while now till I get it. 4#nen I get
one of your letters I read it thnrougn and then think that I am glad you are well and aappy
and getting along all rignt, but tasthougnt couws=s to me, tnat was a week ago, anu waat may
have happened in tnat time? 30 You see I cain'i be entirely nappy.

I took Grace and her friend iliss wildong to dinner tonight and taen walked up
nome with them. T”Qj said if they was in xzy place they would get a divorce anu tney kaew
two girls who woulén't run away and leave a nusband. Anywsay, I snam't get any divorce
from you on account of any such skinny gals as taem. Theu gals Paid me your house rent
this morning and I hold tne same subject to your order. I won't send it until I hear from
you, but will keep it to meet your draft. If you want it ir addition to tue draft money
let me know and ¢ will send it.

Golly, how % want to see you! Don't s8eem like as if I could
wait much longer anc I don't expect to a great wnile. Nine weeks yesterday since you went
away! Mine long weeks they have been, too. I guess ashen i get you back you won't get a-
way for nine weeks again in a nurry. You can just tell ine people so and trey can make
the most Pf you tnis trip. OFf course you understand tnat I am glad you can be trnere et
this tige, but you also underatand tnhat 1 want to see you pretty bad about now my oan self.
If you don't understand you don't feel the way you write, because I feel just like you do.

I hope you have Jr. Thorp come to see you once in awnile to see taat you are getting
along all right. Do you careful, cld girl, because youare an awful precious coazodity to
me. Take gocd care of yourself until I get a ncld of you, and taen I wall take care of you.

“fell, I guess I won't write any more tonight. I could only tell you over and over
again waat I have told you so many times, tnat you are very dear to me and trat I love you
and all that. You can just bet that I feel all tne sweet taings in tae world for you.

Lovingly yours, C.

Tacoma,
June 14, 1860
My Dear Ida;
I didn't write 1o you yesterday because § went to the tneater last evening;
Grace was to go but sie backed out; she was afraid, I guess, tuat someone would see ner and
ell you and you would lick her; anyway sne dian't go.

I got a nice letter from you tiis morning; I was glad to near trat you are gettinz along
all right. Jeems to ze you are staying well a long tize,‘don't it to you? iere it is tne
middle of June and nothing done yet! «ell, I guess there s time enough.

Oh, I don't want you to tnink I az so awful lonesome, you know. I get alcng pretty
well. I work and read and roam around and ¢o to restaurants and cuss the waiters and walk
out mad and talk sracastically to the boss and havs a prntty good tine. Of course I wxiss
you awfully, but *+ am glad to nave you there and wouldn't chanre it if I could under tne
circumstances. Of course, too, I will be happy wnen you are back nere once zore, but I
feel thankful that,you can be there and have™ good reat and good care. Uon't you worry
about it at all, I m all right. And rizat in this connection I will say tnat wy healin
is very good and wfiile I don't feel very skippy all the time I au better than wnen you
were nere and think that a change of air and ascene will pick me up in good sinape. Idon't
work very nard and feel better wnen I éo work, so con't worry about tnat.

I don't suppose you will ever rorgive me, but *+ feel it m3 auty to tell you tzav I
don't believe I once_tnought on the 12tn taat it %as our andlversary. I thougznt of it te-~
fore and after, but I was 80 busy t.at particular Zay trat I don't believe I thougnt or it
at all. OFf course I'love you and of course I not only woulcdn't nave been nappier, tus
<%
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My dearest Little ioman(and Big One too for that matter)

I didn't get any letter from you today and consequently

you owe me a letter and I owe you a spanking. I provu .-
ICU.Ted v W1ll pe months and months after I see you ‘
before I can get up heart enough to spank you cr even

to kick you in the stomache,- I shall lecve you so.

Stall mean to do my duty by you and when there are two of
you to’spank and lick I guess I will he tired out pretty near
all the time.

I hope you are well a:d happy this evening my dear one.

I get so anxious about you that I don't know what to do.

Here it is the 11lth and you may be at this very minute going
through your trinlg and tringin a little one into the world
for us to love, I look at every birth notice very

closely and there are lots ¢f them now-a-days, tut they all
come through sll ri.ht. I haven't any doubt but you will
although of course I can't help but te anxious about you

and wish that I could help you in someway. I suppose I can
only do so by sending you my love and sym pathy which I do in
great abtundance. If love and sympathy and good care can
bring anyone through at such a time, I think, as you say,
that you will te all right, I am very thankful to ail thse
folks there for their kindness to, and care of, you,

Em amd Ab can toth depend cn me whenever they erz so
afflicted(or tlessed, rather) to do all possible forthen,

in return for whstthey ané the rest have done for the one I
love test of all on earth.

He heve had a fime rain-all last night and this forenoon and

it has helped things wonderfully. If you were here we

would go and take a walk and have some icecream and
strawberries. How would thet strike you? I dc wish

so thet I could see you! It von't be long now, little

one. I am getting things shaped around es well as I can

80 that I can get avay. There is ncthing definite about the
time yet when I can stsrt, one time atout as well as another,

I guess. Probatly ty the first anyway.

- 4
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couldn't have been happy at all with suucbody else. ‘ou're tne reller sor _ mau:;? -

I haven't seen Miss Gilbert since you went away. I would do anytninz }or you, Ida,
but I rather tnink you are taxing an unfair advantage of your xnowvledge o tnat pest to
akk me to go and call on her; but maybe I #»ill at that.

I hope I can start east by two weeks from tnis morning anyray, and will do so if poss-
ible. If % come to Oxford I-—--- (torn off). ----1 feel kind of thick neaded and stupid
tonight; et too much supper, 1 guess, so I don't think I will write you any more. Give my
love to our infant, and I send you any quantity for yourself. Yours, C.

Tacoma,
June 21, 1890

My Dear Girl;

Here is one more day tnat I get no letter from you. That makes two dags this
week; I think you're a pretty bad girl for negzlecting ce like tais. I guess, thougnh, you
weren't feeling very good and tnought you would be a little wilful and not write. .Jell,
you know wnen you don't write 4c we I don't nave nothun to write to you about. A week from
tonight I aope to be on my way to your arms, and two weeks from tonight I nope to be with
you! Just think of ite=--with youllll Taat will be the best of anytaing * know of on
earth. I don't lmow now of any reascn why I can't as well start next Saturday as any tire.
Of course I may be delayed a day or 80, but that will be very near tne time of my starting
unless sometning unegmpected snould turn up ,

Golly, I want to see you so it seezs as if I snould fiy. I sant you to telegzraph
me aiong the road how you are getting along after * start and will let you kxnow wnere %o
send one by wire. I don't know #hat on eartih to do with the house. Can'T sell it seeningly
and Miss 8alisbury is going to Portland. uiss Hanford will stay tnere part of the time sne
thinks pernaps, and probably tnat is tne best tnat can be done. I don't want to rent it
for so short a time even if ! could, which is doubtful. I guess perhaps I8d better bring it
with me.

Miss Jackson's trial is put off till donday. I ment down witn ner this afternmoon to
Plead and get a change of venue %o the other juetice; Pritchard will try it for ner. sne
don't seem to like tnat kind of thing first rate, but I keep telling ner its nicer wien sne
gets used to it.

I guesa I 11 go to the theater tonignt Its said to be a pretty good show. Won't
tgke Grace though; hain't seen her siace sne backed out on going to tne last show. Guess
I ve soured on ner. I guess I won't write any more to you tonigat. «ill try and write to-
mbrrow. I worry myself nearly to deatn over you. Your loving ausband,
c.

Tacoma,
June 20, 1890

My Dear Ida; \ )

I have just receivad your letter of a week ago upon ey return froz tne court
house. I don't like your feeling so bad a bit and it worries me so I don't know »hat tc ao.
I don't see, taough, as I can do anytning but wait and nope and pray. It seems as if you
never would be sick to me and I presume tne time seems muc. longer to you. However, ne nope
you will be all over it in a short time now ang taen, asyou say, tae reward will be 8o crana
as 10 make up tor all your trouble. I wisn tners was sozetuing § could ao to nelp you, and
and if it does you any good as you 8ay to know trhat you nave my love and syxzpathy + assurs
you that you have it all, and lots of it, too. I would very, very cladly take your 9ain and
uncowfortable feslin if it were possible for me to o 80, but as it is not you will nave to
bear everytning as patiently as you can, my little dear, and Colonel ana + will try ang zaxe
it up to you in tne future by our lcve and devétion. I tuink you tue sweetest, best, ana
loveliest little woman on earth and 1 know ne will be of tne saze mind. I spect it will be
e great rivalry betxeen us to see wnich can love ycu tue hardest and make you love nin tne
wost. I think I have a great aivantage over nim trougn.

There has been blood on the moon since 1 o'clock wrien ! went nome and founc tne
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house in an uproar over hiss vackson's lickin: ui a boy. 8ne licksc a Loy jioocils [T
and outsiiers cace in and interferred and tren nad a warrant sworn out for .er asd tl.e re-
porters were up tnere trying to interview ner. 3ae wanted =e to nave it kept out c: tie
papers and * 3pent an nour or tw> on the matter last nignt but coulan't succeed in coing iz.
‘I put in an appearance for rner before tie justiice this morning, so sne wasn't really arrestzd.
*he case is set for 5 tomorrow and unless it is settled will be triea out. ane was per-
fectly justafied in tne matter; I send you tae papers mnicn contain a fairly correct state-
‘ment of the facts. Sne is anfully wild over it, worked up aad wortified. It nas made
quite a lot of talk around toun. .
Woll, I must be going to dinner; wisn I could take you along with me----
(ends in shorthand)

Tacoma,
June 17, 1890 (got a little out of sequence here it seems.)

My Dear Little Girl; .

It is now nine o'clock and I have just finishea up a lot of work that I =manted
to get done tonignt, so you must not expect much of a letter, swreetheart. I don't wart zy
dear girl to go a day, tnough, without getting at least a short letter from ner lover; hLence -
these presents.

I got your letier of last Tuesday tnis morning, and was sorry to near tanat you are not
feeling so well, and nope you are better by tne time this reacnes you. asorse, you inow, and
now wuch better ani going nuckleberrying every day witn your baby tae Colonel. I taink it
will be tue prettiest picture in tre world to see you march around witn nim on your snculder.
Anyway, I would ratner see it than any picture that was ever painted. Cf course if you
don't want to you needn't go until the 4ti of July, but 1 tnought it would be better for
you and I 11 just tet any old sox tiat you will. You are awfully snarp about seeing tnrouga
my games, "but if you want your baby to look like its papa---I mean like nillis nall, it
will have to have gray nair. nis head is almost wnite now; ite cnangirz very fast aumc I
think its because you are away. I am very irankful to tre girls tor being so good to you
and when I come home 4 #ill rub tre= down in olive oil and beer for a weex to pay 'em. As
for your motner I don't mind ner, because all sne cares about you if for wnat work sne can
get out of you. I guess she don't care muzn for you tnis trip. But winen I come I'll work
for her and make up. I'll just take rignt off my coat and nelp her get rid of all tae
strawberry snortcake and tninzs s..e can concoct. .

I am very glad you like your husbani and think he s sane. It makes it kind of
pleasant for him; I've been trinking today that I was most too dara good; I don't believe
I've done a single thing since you weat away taat you wouldin't like. Ain't t:.at pretty
good? Every time a messenger boy comes in tre oifice it scares me most to death. Andi yet
I m very anxious to get trat message, S0 hurry up and send it.

I was talking to Judge Allyn today and ne saii (of course tzat ain't nalf asiz-
portant as what I said) tzat ne thought the court would be taking avacation for a couple of
months about the oncet of July; that he was going away about t.uat time nimself anu ze taougnt
1 could get away all rignt taen. I will try everytning I know to be wit: you by tne 4tn.

f#ell my eyesare tired; you will nave to let me zo for tonignt, ol: peacres ana crearc.
Yours lovingly, c.

. ====S0 far as I can judge the girls seem to be taking splendiid cure of tnings. You
nad better ask your father hos is tae best way to fix that window in tuae dining room. I vwas
looking at it tiis morning. The ell will make wuite a nice little bedrocm and i guess se
had better have it fixed eitner befcre you come or after. Ab can sdwe t..a listle nall beg-
room; of courseshar will nave to sleep witn ner feet out in tiie hall because tnere soulun t
be room enough for tiem inside. *nen you can rent tne otner tnree rooma :or fifty, forty;
thirty cullars a montn. If Ab dorn't like thrat arrangement sne can sleep on tue coucn or
in the erib with tiie baby, or in tre refrigerator, or tie sink or on tne =antlepiece or
in the woodahed or tie bathtub or on tre roof or anywhers sne blame pleasss so long as its
not with me. ‘

dell, I guess tais is erougn of tnis. If you like tais kind or a letier then tris is
the kind of a letter you should like. Love to all t:e folks, anu plenty .or yoursel
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Tacora, Tuesday 24th or June
My dear Ida. I didn’v xev auy ievver from you today and 1 didn't write to
you yesterday. l tell you i'm jusv a rustiing now days trying to get in
shape to start Saturday., L guess + will be able to make it,

tvhere is nothing new nere, I got =zenry Truzy's letter and was very glad

to near rrom him and thot it a very nice letter. L don't know whether 1 will

get time to answer it or not betore 1 start kast., Just think of it, old
girl, by the time you are reading these few desultory lines it will be only
about tnree days till i1 will be with you! Don't that thougnt maxe you

feel kinder funnys It does ue, 1 want to see you awfully, worse than

1 ever wanted to go in swirming or ~nytaing. Dear, dear now 1 ache to

get ly arms ground you, Hope you feel the same way, if you don't you are
a bad girl and L know you aint that, ligitner can you make me believe

thav 1i 4+ was with you L would think you an angel. 1l donit believe you

are half as cross or disagreeable as you say you are, You just don't know
how to be,

Now you kmow ir I come home betore you get weil that you will be so jealous
of me if * go around with those others that you spoke of that you wont

know how to contain yourself, 1 guess I will want to stay with you
mostly though, don't you? ’

Mjgs Jackson got out of her trouble in very fine shape--~ther were acquitted
and the costs put upon the Dr. the prosecuting witness, She was feeling
pretty good over it last night-- ‘hey thought I was awfully good to them
and hiss Shumway said they didn't know how to pay me--whether to fill me
full of chocolates or embrace me all around. I told them I prefered the
latter if they wouldn't tell my wife and she said she guessed they hadn't
hetter because they were all just like sewing machines which the same as

I understands it tucks and frills. They is awful nice gads, I think,

Well, I have some little matters 4 want to see to before 1 go home and I'll

have to stop. Degides I ain't gzoing to write you much more letters--I1

an saving what 1 have to say to whisper to you yourself. How'll you

like: that my little darling of darlings? I love you so that 4+ don't see

how 4 can wait so long to see you, I send you all the kisses * have

on hand and when i come you must show me where you put them and then I'll

take them all back, Only a few mmxa days more my little swestheart

and then we will be together once more and we won't part again in a hurry.
Your loving hustand, '

G. —bg



There is nothing new here, Same durnition grind. 1 didn't get ary
money today and didn't have emough in my pécket to send, but will surely
send you some tomorrow, I hope you won't need it till it comes,

Well, dear, 1 guess I will stop, I hope this letter will find you safe
and well, you ard the Gol. and I hope he will be out of his confinement

by that time and breathing heaven's pure air aong with his happy little

mother, the wweetest and best little woman that ever lived and that you

can take him into your arms and kiss him for me, I hope after you

are confined you won't see anybody but the family until you ars able to

be up and around, so as not to get tired out visiting,

I send you a grear deal of love and best wishes for a safe and
easy time,
iour affectionate husband
‘ c

Top torn off,...

I would rather be separated from you a little longer and have you well
when we do meet and 1 presume you feel about the same way., We will have
some good times you may be sure and I long for the time to come, It
won't be long now anyway- I expect that when L get a telegram that our
baby is born and that you are all right that it won't be very long before
1 will start east. I shall certainly be very anxious to go and when

I think that when you read this thst that event may hsve taken place

it makes me almost wild to do sorething to help you, Seems as if you
had too much for your share--both in making and bringing forth. Well,I
xxoxxxxxmore left out, torn away, guess he thot we were too young, the
Precious darlingxxxxxx . i

You are the sweetest little feller and 1 would like to kiss you on your
little mouths I will pretty soon and don't you forget that and I will
give you just the sweetest old kisses that ever you got.

L send you in thas a copy of one of Jim Whitcombd Riley's poems. Uon't
you think it is pretty cuter

Well, take good care of yourselt little girl., Be brave and strong as
you always =re and Ixmikk pretty soon 1 will try to compensate you for
all your pain and ingconvenience, 1 will write to you often and be surwe
and not let a day go by without sending re word of how you are getting along.
Be patient an d don't take any chances by trying to get up too soon or
anything of that kind. Have every corfort ard convenience tkat you want
and don't mind the matter of expenses. 1 send you lots of love and
kisses and all the strngth ard sympathy of my heart. when you are
lying on your bed of pain you can think at least that my heart is lying
right against yours beating beat for beat with yours, and that all the hope
and love or it are yours. 41 will have to kiss you goodnight now,
sweetk=xxk, as it is getting late. viith lots of love, all 1 have
and that is heaps, : =

Yours

Cc




Fri. June 27/90

My -dearest Little uirlialso my desrest big girl): .

I didn't get any letter from you today and didn‘t write to you yesterday.
1l am old busy himself now days 4 can tell you, 1 found it would be impossible
Tror me vo svart tomorrow and so wired you this afternoon that I would start
Sunday, which 1 will do if nothing unexpected happens,

I shant bring your trunk, so there! You can lick me if you want to but I
won't bring it. I'1l be hanged if 4+ am roing to be bothered in that way.
I won't bring your wedding dress nor your old htraw hat neither, Now,
what are you going to do about itr

I went up to George's to supper tonight and had a nice time. ‘they are all
very well and wanted me to go to the lake with themtomorrow but I won't

have time as I8ve got an enzagement with a little black eyed girl and I

want to be with her and I've got to get there, you know.

Well, old woman, when you're readinz these lines I shall be pretty close to
you and don't you forget it-- 'rhen I'll make things so lively for you
you won't know which end you are standing on--

I won't write anymore yonight as I have some things to do and will be
with you so soon--

You dear darling how I do want to see you- .
Yours with lots and lbts ot love and more a-comin'
C



Suxmer SBefcre July 2, 18S0

when I know that you are well over with your ccnfinement.
I hunted up my diary of last yeer and as well as I can make
out it was the 22nd of September when we were both sick on
that Sundey. I don't think ycu ot it on that day if
I correctly remember the way toth of us were feeling

but probably within a day or two after(I canvdistincltly
remember your teasing me fcr some when I was sick and
unable to respond in my usually vigorous style) and so I
woulén't be surprised if you went until pretty near the
4th of July. I hope ycu won't but I wculdn't be
surprised if ycu did. Frank Crcosly says they are a long
time coming after they are mcst here and he ouzht to know.

I guess we have had as mean weather as ycu have hed there.

wishes for her gcod health and happiness.

Heed the things I say to you in my letters atout
taking care of yourself. I should think it wculd be
fun to get a nice tecck and gc up home &né have a hammcek
swung on the frcnt porch end lie there and read, btundling
up wvarm if the weather is cold. I shouvld think that weould
be atout as nice as a little sirl like you could want.
Take all the comfort ycu possitly can and remember that
you are ertitled to do exactly es you want to in everything.
Ton't let the fsar of offending anycne sterd in ycur way.
If you dentt want to see peonle that come tc call on you
tell them so arnd stey by ycurself. I hope your mother
doesn't meke ycu work tco herd. I can imagine hcw she
maxKes you wash =z2nd iron and fly around when Zm esnd Ab ere

gone, A'bint she a tad cne tho! Lcve %c all the folks.
Your devoted hustend
. a.
¢
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(The letters zo now to August 1890; I presume after Daa had returned frow Oxford.)
and apparently sne did not return witn nim.)
Oxford,
August 23, 189C

Dearest Charles:;

I've just finished dressing the baby, given hik nis breakfast and atowed
him azay for his long nap, ard nox I can write you a little to tell you now we nave fared
through tnelong day and nignt since you went away.

I think I have been a pretty good girl, for I haven't cried a drop since you left,
but * tell you I swell up awfully big ~ith tears sometimes, and thnen I go off in tre bed-
room with my sweet baby and tnink of the many tnings I have to be tnankful for until I am
ashamed to be blue over .this short separation. ihen I know that you are safely thnere I
snall be all right, I guess.

The bussman went off and left me yesterday morning and I nad to walk nome in the rain.
I wouldn't have minded it if I nad relt usually well, but wnile you were up home I zas
taken unvell, I didn't tell you for I tnougnt it would worry you. Aind you it isa't flow-
ing, but iy “"courses® tnat nave started in apain and that is wnat makes my back acne so I
presume. I feel pretty good tnis morning and pad a good nigat s rest.

Baby went to sleep at nalf past seven last eve and did not wake up until tselve and
tnen again at five. ne grows sweeter every minute now and is a great comfort for nis motaer
these days. Yesterday he lay on tine cot cooing and smiling and I told anim now nis dear
papa had gone off to "make dullars® for nim, and ne tnrew up is hands and gigglec rignt
out.

I drove up to Fletcher 8 witn CWS yesterday morn to get his rifle. Tue folks were
pretty lonely, but trying to make tre best of it. I am glad there is one day ot tre long
journey over for you and I hope you enjoyed it witn Rob & folks. Take good care oi your-
self for mine and tne baby's sake, for we botan love you~lots. iy feeling a little sick
yesterday mace the baby worry some, but tiis zmorning ne is as nappy as can be.

It is quite cool and windy this morning and a fire is not uncomfortable. EZd Tansey
was disappointed at not seeing you again, and was nere at tne door wnen the buss atarted
to bid you goodbys. I am going down to mail tiis and get a little ait. How I'd like to
give you a good hug just now and tell you now dear you are to me and necessary to wy aappi-
ness, but I guess you know it, don't you, dear? . -

I'11 take the best care I can of mur baby and myself and write evary cay if I can, but
don't you worry if I should happen to ziss a day now and then. Wita love ard kisses,

‘ Your little wife, 1Ida.

Oxford,
Aug. 29) 1890

iy Dear Husband; :
Em and I have been out this arternoon giving the baby a long rice, =»ay
over tae river, and nave just got back for supper. Waile trey are getting it ready I'll
write you a fer lines. I am all rigct again, ana was only unsell a day and a nalf, so
I'm in hopes it nas not coze to stay.

Baby is nappy as can be and is ten.tires sweeter than he ras yed erday; ane improves
sp fest now. I wasin nopes to zet some word frow: you today ani nave been to tie orfzice trice
for tuat purpose, tut was disappointed. I can't nelp but feel that you are all rigat and
I shall near soon. I shall rejoice for you wien tie long jourrey is over.

1 tell you, dear, I ar nomesick to ccme to you, and althouga it %ill be zard leavi:ng
the dear ones here, yet I long to get settled cown once more in my own dear wnoue witi =y
baby and é¢rarest. Iou understand how 1 feel about it, don't you? i seews as taouga I
saw s0 little of' you wnile you were nere, but if you had a goou time I don't regret it
now, and wisn you nad zone more. I assure you, Charles, I know of notning dearer tnan to
have you 7#ita Te and {eel your armws about =me, and after a separation it is sweeter tran
ever. We'll nave some good times this wirter witn our baby, and I can iwagine myseli now,
etanding in tne bay window witn him watehing for you. I zuess you'll like to nave us
there, too, won't you?

-
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Ba and I went up to Amanda'e last eve about five o'clock. Yother was sitting up, buT
looked pale and nad to go to bed while we were inere; I zuess sne was tired more tnan any-
thing else.
drite me how you find everytning and how you dispose of tne nouse. .If you paper
shall you paper tae idtchen and pantry? Give my love to all friends. willia rmall's girl,
. Miss 3weetland, ha3 gone out weat, to Portlard I velieve. Ain't you sorry noa you scolded
me about nis old valise?
I kiss baby for you every fes winutes and 3ometimes I cry a little. I trhougat at
first I wouldp't, but I evan't nelp it, you know. -Supper is ready and baby wants his little
wother, so,I must bid his papa gcodnght. You old darling, now I miss you, and now I need
you. fere s a biz bunca of kisses for you from your two dears ana a prayer for your saletly
and future”"happiness.
iitn lots of love, Ida.

Oxford, N.Y.,
Aug. 31, 1890

My Dear Charlie;

I rec'd your first card yesterday morning, and was right zlad to get it,
but sorry to know that you couldn't nave Rob s company furtuer on tne way. Ever since you
went we nave nad very lonescme weather, rainy and cold anc siagreeable. I was woncering
before breakfast wnat I snould do to pass this long dayw witaout you wrea CiS came and
invited us to go up to Mr. Gates this afternoon with tiem in a double riz, so I seized
tne ppportunity you may be sure.

I am feeling good and baby is happy as ne can be; I just wisa you could see him
this morning. I've just given him his batn, dressed nim all up, and put nim togleed in
his carriage, anc he is a signt tnat would make nis dear papa's eyes snine, I tnink if
he could see him. I bet you would like to, too. I felt so sorry for you to zo and leave
him for it would be so nard for me to do so.

I sent up on the nill yesterday and found mother feeling better and sexing; all
the rest were usually well. I got some Tacoma papers to read and I see by them taat laey
have already had a nice rain there, so I ax in nopes you will let me come soon, but of
course I rart to take ersry precaution on tre baby's account. Abbie nas nearly Iinisied
the dress you gave zme and it is going to be lovely; I shall keep it freash and nex for
you to see. Fatner, lother and I are goinz to Binghamton next Friday to stay over oun-
day, at least me expect to. Then 1 am going to Norwicn for one day ani tnen all of my
out of town visits will be made. I don't see now I can go down to Em Brown's, and as I
have visited witn her up nere, I don't believe I will try. I mignt stop over tnere on my
way west, but =nen I get started * gant to come straight tnrough, and * think it will be
easier for me to do so. ' .

I went to choir practise last night at #ill Miller s witn Em; nis wife says t:iey
have botn gzot the Tacoma fever, and sre tninks tney will go tnere sometime. On dear, aow
I wisn I had you here today, my dearie; I am just aching for you, and it isn't as easy
to be separated from you as it was before.l was sick. I think of you all trhe tize, and
wish * was witu you. It was awfully nard. Crarlie, to let you go alone, and 134 never
have consented to it if it had not been your =isn. But I taink we have been 100 zeatly
dealt with tnis past year, and have 100 marny blessings to repine at a few weeks more 3ep-
aration, so let us try to zake tne best of it and it will soon be over. Doa't you tnink
that is the better way? I zust clean up row to go to ilr. Gates', so =ill kiss you goodtye
for today. I love you best of all and think of you constantly una your patience witn me
wnen I.am bad. Please forgive those times if you can.

Ever your loving Ida.

Oxford,
3e pt. 2, 1890

Wy Dearest;
de nad company yesterday and so I did not find an oprortunity to write you.

.
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I rec'd your card from St. Paul and was glad to know you were a3 far as tzat sitnout cia-
hap. I taink you must have reached Tacoma by tnis morning and + nave sort or lecked ror
2 telegram to tiat effect, but as nothing was said about it, I presure you do0 not intend
to send cne. i ‘ :

Baby and I are both quite well, and I aw doing ry best to keep us botn so at least
until we get nome. He is two montns ol, today; had you taougnt of that? I anm zetting
very proud of him, he grows so sweet all tre time, and I do wish you could see nim every
hour. I miss you lots, my dear, and I can hardly keep tue tears back wnen I tiink now
far away you are. It was an awful disappointment to have you go without re, dic you know
1t?

I enclose Allie's letter in rerly to mine (I'll bet you read it before you do mine,
‘now own up, Cnarlie). I wrote ner as nicely as 1 knew how and told ner wno ana wrat our
party would consist of; you can see how sne replies. I feel that & am a prett; good
woman to do this and I aope you'll appreciate it and that if aae goes we will never rezret
it, or rather that I never will, for of course you wouldn't. iot tnat I ever exdect to
get jealous, or nave any occasion, but we have nad a pleasant hadpy noxe anc wse botn
should be careful and thoughtful over tue foreign element we introduce ii:ere for fear it
may not prove congenial.

As I said before, I wrote her a nice warm invitation, not a bit like your lame
little muttered one to #ill Hawilton (ahem!!!) for wher I try to be good + usually overdo
tne matter. I have not yet neard from Della.

Em and I are going to make some calls tnis afternoon; don't you want to go, too?

It doesn't seem as if you and I went anywyanere tozether, coes it? I nope you see Grace and
thank her for the ring and letters she sent me. e go to Binghamton Friday. drite often,
my dearest, for I love you more than anyone.

Your loving wife, Ida.

Binghamton, N.Y.,
Sept. 6, 1890

My Dear Husband;
#e came down here yesterday afternoon, as I wrote you we would, and a=

having a good time nere at Fred's. e are both usually well and nave just cocze in from a
long walk. 'Fred nas kept his baby carriage, and tnat makes it very convenient for zs.
I was quite anxious to see how the baby would enjoy car riding. iihen we zot in tae buss
and all the time we were at the Oxford depot he fretted and cried, but as soon as we were
fairly started ne seemed delighted and didrn't stir and was soon fast asleep and staidi so
until #e got here. The experiment was quite successful arnd if he does as well on tie long
journey home I shall n:ve no trouble with nim, ard you will rave no cause to #zorry. I
wish every winute tnat you could see our little carling, ae iuproves so fast. Just now ne
lies flat on his back in the boy's crit kicking and laughing ané sucking nis rist. e nas
done that a good deal for two days now and I preaumeif you were nere you woulu want to slap
him. I've told aim all about that affair, but he seems to treat it like a joke.

I want to see you 80 much, my dear, and I need you every minute 0% my lite, anz I am
thinking about you all thne time and wondering if you are well and wnat you are doing.
Take good care of yourself, old sweetuneart, and alzost berfore you know it I szall be with
you. Will you be glad to see me ani to begin cnce wmore wita tie worry and care You exper-
ienced wnile I was out there before? I always tuink wnen I am away from you tnat I =ill be
good wnen next me are togetner, but you knos tzat ®bad Ida 3." seta me up so.

I've visited several jewelry stores today tryinz to £ind you one of tnos ritbon watecxn
cnains, but I coulan't get anytcing leas tnan $8 and thougut I couldn't affora tnat just
now. I've also been to Mann's bakery ané paid for t: e cream:.

dell, I'd give turee cents to nave you nere this wminute, to love a little, just a
little, you unéerstand. Tozorrow we go up to Ross Fark to see Uncle Gene ana + %iil have
no opportunity to write you again uantil I get nome lionday eve. T:ien I expect to nave a
letter from you to answer. 1I'z sorry you iid not see Fred's boys, Zor I rfaven't sess as
fine a pair in all ay travels. Baby is worrying and I must stop. Witz lots of love from
both of us to our dearest,

Your loving Ida.




Sept/22/90
Tacoma, Wash.

My dear wife:

' I send you in this pass St, Paul to laccma, No.43,275. I just
got it this atternoon and will not register it for fear it will take a few
days lopger for it to reach you and oh Lord how 1 do want to see you,.

4 hope you will get it all right and start as soon as possible éfter its
receipt. ‘telegraph me when you start and trom St., Paul.

I couldn't get one for Ab- Would have done so if possible but hard work to
get this, 1 wrote you what to do about her--iake good care of yourself
and .the Col- on the way out, Better buy a ticket in the 1'raveller's
Ins, Co. from St, Paul here if tizey sell them to women, You can find
out at ticket ottice.

I wish you every comfort and happiness on your journey and can assure you
that 1 shall be so anxious to get you and my baby into my arms that every
hour from now till you are here will seem like a week. von't spare any
expenxe to make yourself comfortable and I could slap you for even hinting
at coming in a tourist sleeper. wuvon't think it,

4 can't write you anymore tonight because 1 am coine with ueorge to see
bixey in Adonis, 1 will write you tomorrow but hope you will be on your
way to me, love and home beBore it reaches you, I shall be with you in
spirit every minute of your long journey-
* gend lots or love to you and our baby- Come quick to your
‘ Affectionate husband

H



Oxford, lionday Eve.,
Sept. 22, 150

Ly Dearest; .

It is 9330 now, but * am going to write you a few lines before L retire for
the night. I don't have anyone to make we go to bed early now, so I can sit up as long
as choogse. I've just come down frowm your folks and left them all well as usual.

I am feeling good, and so is baby; we've been out nearly all of tae afternoon for
it has been a lovely day and we called on Dr Thorp accoriing to your direciions, and I
ment tc see Geo. leade abcut zy route etc. fe says tae D.L. & #. nave made new arrange-
ments, 8o we can leave Binghamtcn at 3:23 in thne afterncon and reacn Cricago tse next
forenoon witaout change of cars. oo I taink I will go tnat way, for if 1 nave to coxe
alone 4 don't want to change oftener than necessary. I don't anticipate a very eaay trip
with the baby, good as ne is, and tnat darned puppy “works like zadness in my brain.™
Everyone says I'll nave such a time wit: nim. 4

How did icu spend dunday? de went to C#s's to dinner and after that had calls from
Gates' people; in tne eveaning | heard willard Thorp preach.

I didn't get any letter from you Saturday, so this mcrning ¥ was just hingering and
thirsting for a good long one and I rec'd yours of last Tusscay. It was snort and not so
very sweet. I guess I'll get along out “nere pretty socn now. If you see tae tnin form
of a little woman, clasping in her aras a babe and in tne otner a pug, couing up Pacirfic
avenue, some day----that's me!

I ain't afraic of getting a licking, for I know too well what kind of a recpticn
you'll give me, and wnat kind of a one I snall give you. #hy, I'll almost squeeze you to
death (your forheag, I E2an) . Honest, I do want to see ycu, but I can't start until
Oct. Sth; that seezs a good waile, doesn ¢t it? But it will soon pass.

Baby grows eweeter and sweeter every day and 1as every appearance of teething, alt:zo
it may bts a fadse alarm. e begina to rotice tne dog and knows me from tne rest of tae
family. I enjoy nim zore every day and I shall be glad wnen you can wten nix improve and
enjoy him too.

Be a good boy and soon the "sinter of our discontent™ will all be changed and we
will be togetiner around our own fireside; won't it be nice?

With best love, 1Ida.

Tacoma,
Sept. 3, 1€60

My Cear ¥ife;

I arrived home about §:20 yesterday a.m., having been delayed at Hot oprings
all night by an accident to tie train going west. I naé ratner a hard trip, but zgot taru
in fairly good shape; caugnt a little cold is all. :

1 found the house and everythirg all right; tre peopie nave mcved cut. I con't
see tnat anythirg is injured any. 1 stayed tiere last night and slept in the front toom;
do you care? Things seem the same here as ever; I was up to Geo.'s to tea lasz nirni;
they are all well. Edith only weigns about a pound and a rnalf more tuan Golonel. I nave:z't
seen wany folks yet; I waa around wit: your cousin #ill Hall exme yesterday. I wisa
was here. I want to see you ard trne Col. awfully and think of you all tne time. I taink
you had better zake your arrangements to start about tse lst of Oct. Taey nave nzd ra
here and it is very pleasant nere now. #nen you start you lad better stay at Fred's a
or 80, then take Erie right tnrough to Chicago. You can make quick time that way auz oniy
have one change. If you could stop over a day or so in Chicago it woulc be better. I ireac
the trip for you some as it is so long,but I guess you will get along all rignt. 1Its kinca
lonesome up at the nouse and I guess I 1l have your cousin #ill hall stay witn =me tillé you
corze. -

LT}

How I do vant to see you and tre beautiful sweet taby. Take good care of yourself
snd him. I won't wsrite any more tnis worning. % send you draft for $25 in tnis and =will
send you more soon. Your aff. hustand, CBE

Y
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Tacoma,
3ept. &, 1850

My Dear ¥ife;

I didn't write to you yesterday, altaougn I received a letter from you. You
cawn't imagine, you know, how kinda lonescme it is here witnout you and tae Col. I ax= so
sorry ‘I didn_t bring you along a day at a time until I got you nere. rHowever, it won't te
long now.

Everybody inquires ‘about you and tne babyGrace is down to Victoria tnis week
with her running mate, the girl that works in the office wita ner; trney are takins tneir
vacation and have gone down tinere on a toot, I guess. UMLrs. G. ssid Grace was nomesick
for you (and me) and tze baby. irs. Clifford says to give you ner love and tiaat sne intend-
ed to answer your letter, but thomdght you nere coming home before tnis. Aa I came out of
the house this morning a lady zentleman came up and inquired for Mrs. Eaton. I told ner
you were in the east and then sne introduced nerself as lLirs. William Gaston of iicDonougn
3t., and her nusband They had ccme through Yellowstone Park and around and were going to
leave at eleven o'clock for Portland ané tse east. She said sne was very sorry not to ses
you, but tickled in ner stomaca to see me; si I walked cown town wita thex and nad a nice
visit.

Your cousin ill Hall stayed all nizht with me nignt before last. I am trying to
get him to move in until you come as it nizh on to lommsoce and close on to grewsome being
tnere alone. However, it will be better when Grace gets back. $ne stayed wita you wnen I
was away, and of course she will stay with me wnile you are away.

I don't think I will anave a”ytnlno done to the nouse till you return as I can't be
there during the day and woulin't want to let folks in without anyone there. Besides would
like you to have things asyou want tnem, then na kick permissable. However, I nave gone
8o far as to fix a nice bed in tne woodsned witn Bunco for Abigail.

i hope you and the Col. are well; hox I do want to see tne little feller! If you
haven't had that picture made be sure and do so as I need it every nour. & nave matched nim
for a fight to the firish with Frank Crosby's babe, 8o keep nim in good trim.

The weather is fine here; things are about as usual only more lonesome. I nave done
nothing at all tnis week, but Nunn goes away Monday and I start in. I guess I will feel
more contented to get to werk. dell, #ill close and go and get somethinz %o eat. I spend
my evenings at tne nouse; ain't I good? Get me a picture of tae Col. and yourself and write
me often. And ccme sbout tre lst and 1 will be happy.

. You aff. husband, C3E.

Tacoma,
Sept. 7, 1890
My Dear Ida;

Got teo letters from you today; haven't any time to write, though, as I have
been trying to earn $30 for tne Col. today. I have worked nard, but I made tne mon and
four bits over--that s for you. .

I am glad you are well; I am first rate and want to see you swfully. Love
and kisses to you and Col.; how { do want to see him.
In naste, Your aff. nusband, C2Z.

Tacoma,
Sept. 12, 1890

My Dear Ida;
‘ I hope you are all well and happy, you and the Col. I have not heard from
you since day before yesterday, but I supposs you were at Bing. and couldn't very well
write, soc I am not worrying about you. )

I wish I could see you about now. I hunger and ache for you anc tne Col. ani I
think you had better make your preparations so as to be nere by tne lst anyway, if not
before. ‘ne weatrer is lovely nere now and tnings seem to be all right anz I guess you

mignt as well start now as any time, I4s so lonescwe here tnat I don't kngw.wgat to do
wi%h wyself. Be very carful %n couing thrcugs aot to get tired out or asytnifg?

¥7
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Come over tiue #isconsin Central from Chicago and then you won't have to cnange in St? Paul.
ip you start from Bing. or waverly you would only have one cnange to make, anu: tnat at Cni.
Perhaps it would be well to st ay in Chicago one day or nirnt and rest up. If you do tnat
you might find it more convenient to take some otner road to St. Paul. I guess, thouza,
you %ill know how to manage it all right.

There is notaing new Lere. Don't have much work to do and am glad of that. If
you and the Col. were ‘nere we could nave lots of fun and nice times. As I saic, tne weatzer
is very nice. Not too warm, just about rient. I may write mors today but will send tnis
along anyhow to let you know I am all right and that you are wanted soon.

You aff. hus., CBE.

Tacoma, '
Sepg. 12, 1860. AL Home (?)

My Dear dife; . :
It is not guite time to go to bed, and I have notning to do, so I will =rite
a little to you. I am writing this in the front room of your nouse and + would give most
anything if you and trhe Col. were sitting over on tie otner side of tne table. TYou can't
icagine how I do want to see you botn, and I hope it will not be long now until I can do
go. I will try to send you a pass tomorrow and tnen you can start when you are ready, draw-
ing for wrat money you want, of course. dnen you draw this time do it through the Tacora
Trust and 3avings Association Bank.

I have an invitation to eat breakfast, broiled grouse, with GPE tomorros morning
at eight. Do you think I'll be there? I heard tre sad news today of Grace Countiss'
death in child birth, about two montns ago. It was very sad, she was so young, just a
little over eignteen. Lthe baby still lives. I feel more ard more every day now mucn I
have to be thankful for that you came tarough such a tise so nicely and %hat we nave such
a beautiful boy. It seems so much wore than I deserve; I am indeed thankful, but I fear
not as much as I should be.

If you start before you (or we) expected you would it make some difference abcut Dell
and &llie's coming? I am not particularly anxious they should come, and would ratser you
would come along even if tney can't come then. (You needn't tell them so, nowever.) I fsel
about as you do in regard to it, I guess, that we would be just as comfor%table and nappy
with just ourselves, tne baby and Abbie. I doubt very muca if either of thexr would come
anyway. I think you had better arrange to get here Saturday and you could so tnat by
starting on Monday, I suppose.

I see by the papers that tney had snow in Minnesota and ilontana yesterday, so I guess
it won't be very warm traveling. Be carefuland not lst Abbie get to flirting wits druxzers
and other trasn &n tae road and don't go for walks wita any strangers, as you 4id beiore.

I would like to see tne sweet Col. so much tnat it seexs as if I can't wait till ne
gets nere. Miss nanford called on me last night; sne gave ze a full nistory of ner suzcer
witn wy tenant, I guess tney didn't get along first rate. dne saic it must be awful sweet
to see you with your baby. Grace is mad a3t you for weigaing so much; s:ue only weigns G2
and sne tninks its a snawe that you snould weign more.

You had better see Thorp before you start end get some advice on wnat to eat anc
what to do with baby if he gets sick orn tue road, whicn God forbid. I don't taink you will
nave any trouble at all, you are sucn a competent little feller anc tner you %ill aave aAb
with you. Your people nave been very kind and good to you anu we will nave to try anc repay
tnem sometime. I feel sorry for Eu arna your motsrer tnat they must part with you and tae
baby, but there seems to be no otuer w3y for it. I need you wore tran taey do, you krow.

I don't know tnat you need to mind about gettirg here on Saturday, I suppose you would
hardly waat to start tae wonday after receiving tnis, anrd it don't seem as ir I could wait
three weexas for you, so any day that Jou are ready #ill be just as well and it will be a
blessed day, too. Jtart as socorn as you can, tzat's all.
dell, I guess I'll go to zy lonely old bed. I sendi love to all trne folks and lots
of love and kisses to you and tre baby.
Your aff. nusband, CBE.

Sat. a.m. I nave just received your letter os last sat. from Bing.; waa zlaz to zear
from you and to know you and botn so0 well and trat tre baby 4oesn't mina tue cars. I diin't
get up in time to go to Geo's to breakfast!!!!!!}

e
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Tacoza,
Sept. 13, 1890 ‘

My Dear dife;
I got two letters from you yesterday and one today; one o: t.uem so bad and
sucn an one tnat I couldn't find it possible to zrite.to you.

I haven't yet been able to see Geo. about your pass, but will do so it possible
tomorrow and will wite you so you can be ready to astart by tue time iz reacnes you. I
would not have you start witnout Abbie anyway. I coulun't send ner t:e zoney to coze wnita
now witnout borrowing it and I do not like to do tuat. If s.e can borrow it tiaere I will
see tnat it is repaid and I snould thirnk she would asve no trouble ia doing so, but if sue
cannot we will have to arrange to get it ere. I suppose you and sae had been quarreling
over sometning that you write as you do. You wrote ze once trnat snhe could get t..e coney
there and so I didn't make any arrangemsents in regard to it. I corsider it or tne ut-
zost izportance taat you should have nar wita you on that trip anc after you get rnere.
Ycu will have to have ner or sozeone else ani it would be pleasanter and better for ail
concerned to nave ner.

I want you to start as soon as you can, for I am lonzing very muca to see you

and the baby. It is very lonesome nere for me, and I need you avery misute. ¥ think
of the baby al zost all zhe time and wonder now ze looks and acts. 3Be sure ani briag uim
when you come. I have got to go nome now and o some chores. will wri‘e tomorrewx; if 1
get the pass I »ill register it way, and probably =ill, take a few cays lonzer for it
to reacn you tnan tie ordirary letter.

@hen you start write me, and again at 8t. Paul. Goodnignt, my darling; I send lots
of love to you and tne baby,

Your aff. hus., CBE.

Tacoma,
Friday Eve, Sept. 19, 1890.

My Dear iWife; .

i got your letter of tne 13ti today in wnich you say you will start +re 2nd
*which will be londay." iaybe it will be sonday tzere, but nere it will be Taursiay.
Better get hold of a tnis year's almanac if you can find one tnere and get your dates
straightened out. I think you had better start ilonday or Tuesday, tie ZGtn or zZCta, al-
though it won't make zuch difference wanetner you zet nere Sat. or not. I saw Geo. today
and ne sald re guessed he could get you the pass, but would have to wait a day or tw®o.
I will send it as soon as I get it and wire you wnen I do so tnat you will have t.e tize
it is on tne way in whicu to prepare yocurself. You nad better draw on me for probably
about $225 before you start. I figure tiiat you will no%t need but about 375 on your trip,
but it is well to have enough and it won't do any harm if you nave sase left wnen ycu zet
uere and I presume you will have some bills to pay tasre. If $125 isn't enougn drau Ior
wnat more you want.

* don't think you will have asy trouble with tne dog. Iftney don't want you 1o
carry nim in the car car and go and see ner once or twice a day. Cf course mnen you cnange
cars you will nave to take ser with you. Abbie must certainly come wita you; I woulzn't
nave you zake tne trip alone for a hunired million dollars. If sae can't possibly et tae
zoney there, you will have to draw on me for ine zoney to brisg ner, but if you cras for
more trnan $1%0 wire me hnow much. fer ticket, waica will be about 885, ani ner meals :soulu
oe all there is extra, tne one pullman fare paying for botn, of course. I rave neard taat
nurges zo for half fare; in any event if tnat is 30 it would be well for ner to put ner
pride under a cap and come that'way. Don't start alone anyiay; sinould die wnile you were
enroute of sorry and anxisty and you would be quite likely to of fatigue.

. Am sorry Dell isn't coming; I didn't much expect sne would, nowever, tney all
80 approved of it. I aupzose you nave neard rothing more from Allie or you wouls nave
mentioned it. I am so glad Geo. Stratton is coaing with you; tsat will be nize rfcor you.
It will be real cneap for you, too, as tne fcour of you ougnt to be able to occupy one
berth, and after you are nere ne can sluwd with Ab. .
(One hour later) I laugned at my ait until I became so weak I was unabie to sroceed
till just now. I caxn imagine nos you are roaring as you reaa tnis; tell the Col. acout iz.
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I hope the Col. will take good care of nis little mother on the long trip out nere. I auow
he will if ne can. Do you take good care of nim and of yourself, my dear, and ir ycu -el
tired stop over sozemnere. JYour pass will say (IF you gei one) tnat you cantstop, but icu
can where tney cnange conductors at tae end of a division. Don't run any chances at al..

How I do wish you were here tonighi! 3But you're not, ani I suppose I will have tc ~ait
for two wecks longer. I will try to be as Dpatient as I can, but its nard work. dell, I
have to go to a meetin' tonignt, sc will close. I send zucn love to you all, aund you and
the baby all tne nugs and kisses I,ve got. '

. Yours aff. C.
I meant to tell you in my last taat =rs. ®m. Bddion was Maud Hill} tuouzat 14

let you puzzle on it awhile first. C.

Tacoma,
Sept. 24, '90.

My Dear #ife and Mistress;

I received your letter of last Tuesday this morning. I intended to write
you yesterday as I said in tne letter enclosing pass that I mould do, bui I was at tie
County Convention all day and evening and so did not get a chance to co so. I uope you
will not receive tnis until after you get nere. I nope you-=----= (torn off) but it sesus
a8 if I can't get along witnout you auch longer.

I guess you won't have any trouble witn tne dog if you follow directions; don':
fire her outen tne window anyway, and be sure and get the Col, here all riznt. I wa:t
to see him almost, pernaps quite, as bad as I do you. I think you nad better coce by
the Erie to Chicago. Tnat will give you a tnrough train from Bing, to Cnicako ana tuere
you will take tre #Wisconsin Central rigat tnrough to here. Telegrapn anead for your
berth, and tnen you can get a lower one, and if you find it crowded for t:ue tnree of ycu-
Abbie, George 3tratton and yourself---after tie first nigat you nad better take a aection.
You will probably need another valise and of course can buy anytning you want eitaer at
home or in Bing. Have Brad or Charlie figure out your time tebé 2 30 as to make as good
connections as possible, but 1 taink tne best you can figure you will have to wait scue
hours in Caicago. If you do go to a notel and stay and don't nang arcund tre depot ani
flirt with drucmers. Be careful of your diet etc. Take some quinine wita you and suc..
things, and medicine for itne baby. Be regular in all your nabits, cheerful in mind a::
take all the comfort you can. Don't worry about arytaing and have justi as good a tixe as
you know how. If you wart to stop over do so, ard if baby or you snould get sick you :ad

the reat of this seems to be gone.)

Tacoma,
Saturday, Sept. 27, 1860
My Dear Ida;
I got your letter of last Saturday enclosing the negative of i:se beautiful
Colonel's picture thnis zmorning. I tnink its a splendid picture of him and I guess I've
looked at it fifty ticmes today and showed it to everyone 1 saw. dhy on sarth dia ycu
cut your pictute off? I tairk that was mean ir you.

I a» disappointed to tnink you are not going to start until t.e Stn. I have
been counting orf tae days for a week waen you would start. I expected you woula be :ara
a week from today, but now I suppose it will be two weeks, and it doesn't seex as irf I
could wait trat long to see you. 3till I suppo.e you know best and will start wrnen ycu
are ready. Don't araw tne money till tne day you start if you nave not already done 3o
vwnen you get this. ‘ :

You can't take anybody to board. You will nave a great plenty to do, you will ri:g,
without trat. Besiies we won't have any room, and besides tuat I don’t want anybody in
the house. You will aave to tell George tnat I don't coasent to you taxing boarders.

I think I nave written you full directions in regari to your trip i: forzar lettasras.
4f you will observe tnem you will have no trouble. I aope you will have a Dpleasarnt a:id
8

. 50



8818 Trap uc U La. cowmes ‘et the sawms time you do I have nc doubt ne 3ill 4i%s & Sulliman
-80 as to be witn you. IZ ne don't (and I shouldn 't if 4 mere in nhis place) you will see a
good deal of eaca otner or course. -
) I should trink the Col.'s hair was cozing cut good. I am glad he has ypes like yours
altnougii L shoulc be very sorry if he nad "your eyes" as you say. You would look pretty
rocky witnout your eyes I shnould say. I do want to see him so much tnat I can't wait two
weeks I don't believe. I tnought tnis would be the last Saturday tnat I would be alone, but
- there'il be one more anyway and like enougn you will maxe up your wind to wait till after
Xmas before you start. I don't know as you will get this letter as tney are cranging tne
location of the postoffice today and »ill Prodably let tnings go for a day or so.
Well, do start as soon as you can and wire me nnen you do. I send lots of love to
you and baby and assure you taat jusy ache to see you botn.
Your aff. husband, .

-

Taconma,
October 13, 136C,

My Dear Oned;

4611, here I am once more safe and sound in my own home, as you'll knos long
before you get tais, as Cnarlie sent you a telegram yestercay. de had a very pleasant trip
and were not very tired. Tue baby was good as he could be and did not cry at all., A gentle-
man said he was the cnampion baby for behavior. We were quite surprised o have C. walk in
on us at Spokane Falls, and quite pleased, too.

e found the house Pretiy dusty aad mussy, but nothing to speaik of was injured, so ve
think we are quite fortunate. Abbie and I nave been working hard all day long trying to
get things straigatened out. 3he has wasned and I nave just "puttered." OFf course we nad
notaning to eat or cook in tne nouse yesterday, so C. nad our meals sent up from a restau-
rant. de had several evalls and everyone adwires the taby even all tnat Em could wish.
I'11 let Abbie write you about how things seem to be here. 3Sae says sne likes it very muca,
although sne hasn % been out at all yet. George 3. called tnis morning; says ne likes tue
outlook first rata.

The pug was about the happiest Pug ¥ou ever saw to get out of tiat box; it cest us
just §5.75 to get nix througn. de got Em s letter today and was awful glad to near from
fier, and tuat you 2re all well. I know it must be lonely f'or you all taere, ani I felt
guilty in bringing Abbie and tne baby away, but I could see no otner way. L mean to have
you all nere somzetiume. I'm so tired tonigat I don't know anat I'm writi~g about, so I
guess I %ill stop. Tris will let you know that we are all well and safe.

Tuesday eves

I was too tired to finisn oy letter last night and so will do so tonigat,

but I am just as tired as i was then, for we've worked nard all day long. It is now al-
zost nine o'clock and I've just st opped. Abbie was invited over to Gillespie's toniznt
with soze young folks and this is the Pirst time she has been out. C. bourant baby a
nice erib today and tomorrow is going to get a carriage for him. fe nas fretted a zood
deal today and I guess ne misses all the good care you gave nim back there. =ce tells us
long stories abou: Ex and Grandma and how he wants to see tnem.

Everyone here tninks ne is bretly and very bright ani of course we agree with tcos.
I am going to write as often as I can, but =y letters, Ilim afraid, won't be very i.atsrest-
ing until we get xore Straightened around. 1I've n2d lois of calils alreaiy from ola friends
and all seem glac to see we. dell, dear ones, I uust £0 1o bed * am so tired. Georze 3.
seews deiighted witn Tacoma. Tell Ci5 taat I 11 urite hix in a day or tao relative to s-ce
tanings Charlée va:itsze to. -

. Sow I wisn I could see you all, ard now I wish you were all nere. Write often
and I 11 dc trhe best I can; abbie will write soon.,

- @“ith lots of love from all to all,

Your lovingz daughter, Ida.

Tacoma,
Oct. 27, 18¢gC.
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Tacouwa,
Oct. 27, 1860

Dear Father, Mother and Em;

It is now most G o'clock, but I&m deter-ined to write you a little letier
tonignt if possible. George 3. was up here to dinrer ani nas only just rone; I think he
~ 1s pretty homesick and ahoul.n t be sursrised if he sinrt2d back east prettj soon.

de received lother's letter this morring and was right glad to get it. I am so thank-
ful that you all keep well. I was sick last week with a hard cold anu Crarlie got worried
and had Dr. Hicks come to see 'me. iie says my trouble is in tne throat ani I nave tcn-
8ilitis, laryngitis and I don't know winat all. I ihink Ex said Dr. Thorp told ner tae
sacze thing about rerself, so I'll tell her that Dr. dicks told me to gargle my throat
often, in either alum and water or vinezar and water. Have used tne latter and it has done
me lots of good ancd I am all right now. Hicks also gave me a tonic, 3yrup of Eypoproa-
phates, and so I guess I shan't need anytcing acre.

Abbie haa wasned today anc I have taken care &f baby, done tiue houseword anc made a
kitchen apron. «e have only been out once togetner and you can tell Ex itnat it is cost
all work for us as well as for ner. I wish you could see my baby now. He groms good lcok-
ing fast, and is getting nosw 8o he can make his hands go where ne likes. Tnis morning he
stuck his fist in zy coffee and tipped it all over everytning. he sits alone in Cnarlle ]
big chair and gnaws his rubber rattle and talks st a great rate. =e seems to require a -
good deal of entertainment and this time in tne day is about tne only time I have %o zy-
self. Therefore you custn'€ think I don't taink of you if + don't write wery often, for
when this time cozes I am usually too tired and sleepy to do anything but crawl orff to
bed. .

I have you all in my mind most of the time and I miss you more than you can ever im-
agine. Em can tnink heraself lucky tsat she can be shere shecan see father and motcer all
of tne time. That aould be a picnic for ne.

de lost tne pug yesterday morning; he followed someone off and we nunted him all day
and C. finally went down and advertised him. Tnis morning wxe got on his track and dound
him down on 9tin 3t. I am getting quite attacned to him for t~e baby notices nim, and the
dog runs to see wnat is tiie matter every time ne cries. Tne neignbors all pet niz aud
like him. )

Emxa is very kind, and took Abbie and I each ¢ ride, last week, acd yesterday sae
took Abbie out to Oldtown to churcn. I tell you we have nad a hard time getting tnis ncuse
in order. Iiothing was really injured, but everytaing out of order and all t:e sheets and
such tnings were dirty. . .

I sleep in a room bty myself, with baby. @de haven't had anytning done to tne rouse
yet in trhe way of papering, but will if we ever get at it. C. is in court all tie tize
now. I think often of how kind you all were to ze tnis sumzer and how little I can co to
repay you all now, but caybe some time I can; I think about it all the tiuse.

&e are going to make short clothes for baby as soon as we can, ard taea I31ll send
you a picture of nim. He kicka holes rignt tnrough nis flannel skirts anz 1 zave got
tired of mending tiem. I am too sleepy to »rite more tonigat, so I knos you 111 take tne
will for the deed. Abbie nas nad several applications for work, and nhas a little dress
here to make for Daisy Clifford. After sie nelps zets me straighteded out ase %ill 2o to
sewing.

I send you rll lots of love and kisses. drite often to us and tell us all tne
news. A4itnh lots of love, Your loving Ida.

Tacoma,
Rov. 16, 1890

My Dear Mother;

I think I addressed my last letter to Em, so this shall be to you. Baby
and I are all alone, for C. nau to go to the office to work and Abbie nas gone witn soze
girls to a meeting of tne Guild up at Trinity Cnurcn. i have tais minute finisned c«y
dinner work and it is 8 o'clock, so ycu see =y day s work is a long one

d#e nave waszned today and all been down town this afiernoon to aelect rager for wy
kitchen and pantry and taere's a man cozing in tie mornifv go hang it Won't I feel Tine,
though, wnen I get it all papered overreac and on tns sic
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It looks horribly now, IOr &y usicieo w:e oo wn.y paswiuwidr about keeping tne fliss o
Nest week or tne week after I Tay have parlor and dining room papered, but can't teil ye

Everytaing has dragged since I caze back ana I guess we never »ill get caurat up.
But we've got baby in his sanort clotnes and tnet ie socetning. You can't imesgine acw ue
enjoys tnem. ne grows good all tue tize and sits for hours on Charlie's big caair and
watcnes us at work. Everyone admires him, and really I taink ne grows good looking all tue
time. [e is wmucn wniter than when you 8aw him and has red cneeks, and witn his big black
eyes he looks about as well as the average. GRustcn an. Hald botn came up to teand nic on
Sunday eve, and they got to quarreling over wno did it best. Hall was noldirg niz and ne
was quiet as a mouse. Huston says "he must te an awful good baby if ne can sit wita Hall
8o long and be dscent.® and so they went on for a long time and it was quite auasing to
hear them.

We were much pleased, Mother, to get a letter from you yesterday, and hope you wnill
do s0 soms more. I wish we cculd be tnere to help eat tne turkey; I haven't zade any pre-
parations for Thanksgiving and don't know yet vwnat we will nave. You shall certainly nave
the baby's picture in the dress you are making for nim, but you needn't nurry to get it
done, for I'm goirg to save it for his best sumzer dréss.

I'm 80 glad Em is going to have a new wrap, 1or I nave worried over it a greal deal
and tried to tairk up scme way to help ner get one. I nean to do sowetning for ner as
soon as I can to partly pay her for all sne uid for me this summer. I feel so inaebted
to you all and so grateful.

I am feeling first rate now witn the exception of a little rheumatisa in zy nana
and arm. Ly left hand has been considerably swollen, but is better now. I am so glad
you all keep well as usual; that is the best news you can send me ana I want you all to
be good to yourselves. y

Did Grandma have a good time in B? %ell ner we send love and will write to her uzen
we have a spare minute. I jon't know as you will believe me, but tnere has been days and
days, since I cawe back, tnat I have only sat cown to0 nurse tne baby from tne time I got
up until bed tize. But we are getting cleared up now, and by New Year's nope to be tnrou
tne hurry. Thne first of Jan. Charlie and Bowman, of 3eatile, expect to open an oirice at
Olyaupia end continue it tnrough the meeting of tne Legislature. 30 ne will be away, ex-
cepting Sundays, for two months. Abbie, I gueas, won't sew mucn until after theat for I
don't want to stay alone. 3he has had lots of applications rfroa my friends and tueir
acquaintances, so she'll have no difficulty in finiing all sihe wants to do in taat line.

Minnie Crozier had quite a “blowout", didn't she? Do you know wnat kind of a man
she has got? #e were invited to tea at George s last Tnurscay and nad a gooua tize. anen
we got nome we found Ex's letter about Pearne s coming to see her wsnen sne was 3ick, ani
we sat arcund tae fire, up in my room, and alt had a good lauga over it. I saw wnica way
the wind blew #nen I was there, but I nope Em won't take him.

#nat is Father doing to iilan's nouse? Don't you let nim work too nard. Does ce crink
tne hot water yet ani does it benefit nim? I inink wasning windows and taking up carpeis
is too nard work for you, and don't you do any more o1 it. nos are Cnarlie, Anna, and dear
little ¥8l11? I nope I'll find time to write to thewm all soon. I hear pretty good reporis
from Nell and it cakes me pretty nappy.

Well, you dear mothner, I'm too sleepy to write more tnis time; I do wish I could see
you and all tne rest tonight; I get hungry for tne cear houe facesamong 30 many strangers.
‘I send you, father and all, more love tnan you know wrat t& do witn.

Your loving Ida.

Z4

Christmas Nignt, '90.
Tacoma.

My Dear Fatner, llotner and All;
' Abbie ar¢ Cnarlie have just zone dosn to tne orfice and baby nas zons to
aleep, so I nave a few minutes ?o give to you. sow plainly I can see you all trere tonizat
in the dear old home, ana how I d like to coxe in and put wy s#eet baby in your arus anu
let you all enjoy nim with nme. YWie nave nad a very quiet Xzas, ani not even a big dinzer.
Charlie ras not beesn out of t.e house before tcday ani we nive all lounged arouac alu ta.en
tnings easy and tne rest nas seeumed very accsptadble to ce.

I nad just gotten my work asone yesterday, ani Abbie was all ready to zo giwn:in tge
city on erraads wnen George otratton came up witn nis lunci: basket for me t§ fill i5r aia
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to take a3t this morning. It was tnen thrse o'clock in tns artern
and get meat, zake a fire, and boil it a.d wake quick biscuiis :idr
celery was all I nad time to 2o, 2. nhie salc ne dicn't care for caks. wen in tne eve
we took it down to G'a to nim, and ren around tosn in tae rain looking us scme oucs w:d
ends to send nome to tne chnildren. I sant all of you wio did not get any rezewudraace Irom
me to remewber tnat your turn will come axd not to taink I 2idn't taink or you.

There nasn't been a minute of tazis holiday time but wuat I've taouznt of you and
wnat I'd like to send you. #e only knev t:ue night before taat George 3. was zoing, ana
tie boys tiink he ia very foolish. He did not even dispose of nhis stock oI cigars, tut
left tuem stored nere in soze paint store, altuougn Ciarlie told nim of a @an a2l was 10
start a big cigar atore ani ne tncugst ne would take tnem all if G. snoulu ask aiwm. u.
said, “If ne (tne zan) wanted tnose cizars ne would have to come after taen, for 2 nad
no time to run aiter hig.“ 1 am sorry on Addie's account that ne didn't stay, for ue
all tiink it is about his last cuance. Le saic sall told him ne vas a R3--d4 focl® for
going back.

de didn't have any presents here tais year to sdeak of--baby nad several, :or
3arah Squires, tihe little gzirl next door, brougnt hix a crocneted silx ball. I zot aix
a very pretty ivory rattle aad “eorge's wire sent nim scxe o tnose gold butions a.. ciains
for fastening nis little dresses, and Grace brougnt niu anotcer set but is to cuange iv
for sometning else since rne nas one.

He has two little teeatn just cczing through but he is as good nétuyed as can oe
over it. Charlie says ne is the best baby ne ever saw. George S. said ae a teil you sall
about us nere, an: I expect he'll set ua off in grest snape. You must write ze w.at ce
says. I guess Em ras forgzotten us, for = naven't neardi irow ner in a long, long ti.e.

I presuze, tiough , she nas been too busy tnis busy time oi' the year.

I am sorry tinat Father has tnose spells now; I taouzht ne was a good deal better
wahen I came away. Tell him to be careful and let the work go wien ne coesn't feel well.

I should think Grandma would feel poorly after thnat tramp up to Sue's. rite me all about
how you all are, and mcther, I az sorry your hands are so badly canapped. Try putting
vaseline on tinea rignt witn tne soap every tire you wasn tnem; tnat does zine more gooa
than anytning else. rave I written you that zmy hair was all coming out? I have not aearly
as much as wnen I vas howe.

About tihe tize you are reasing tnis I shall be getti.g my New Year's dinner. I'll
write you all about it later; nox I #ish you could all coze! I am getting sleepy a:xd I
guess I'll let Abbie tell you the rest of tne news, as sue wants o write soxe in tihis.

I send you all a merry Xmas; I way come azain next su=mzer, anz now would you like wnat?
Goodnight, and God bless and keep you zll,
Your loving Ida.

Friday A.lL. '

Abbie was too tired to wsrite last eve ana we had a call, so ane suys
she will wait until sunday. I don't see into our not getiing any letters frowm you, out
suppose it is owing to t.e snow blockade. It is a deliignhtful lay, brigav asc slary. I've
been standing out in the back yarc buzzing my neighbors, bareicssded, s0 you ca.. juage
non cols it is. I %1sn you were all nerre and out of taai cold country. Abbie nas just
gone over to 3quire s to do a little stitering on tneir ~acnine; baby is asleep in nis
cradle and looks too asweet for anytning. "Gyp" nas outzrown nis collar, and is tn
liveliest cog in Tacoma. write scon and oiten, and ask arna if ane isn't going to writse
to us sometire. Ica.

- 1861~
Tacona,
Feb. &, 1£8G1

My Dear liother and All;

: I zuess it is about time you had a letter Zrom your 1ittle girl's,
ijs it not? we nave not writtes you For a week or more, and are very wucn assanes oI i,
but Abbie nas bees uarc at work rinisainz Cllie Squires weiliing clotces, ani it a8 ilzden
all sy time to do tre houseworx and tend tne baty, s8d I acge you will forgive us.

It is over a week since we gfot Em s letter and that was tre last we nave neard Ircn
vou, but I trust rore of you are sick or you woul: nave writien anyray ame * s.21l Lavcn
anxiously for tie fostman tozorron to nesr iroz you all. Camrlie started -or 2ort Towu=-
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send at six o'clock thnia evening witr aroti- foooetic oir eexaithess  In iz gbout LT0
miles down the Scund and will take nir until zidni-ht tc 2t trners on tne steamer. =oe
will probatly Se back wWednesiay sovstize. Je nave nad a beautiful day tcday aau I zuess
4 i a
2 3%

ii

)

our 3pring is coming along now. I :alked dowa towa witi: C. on unis way to tue toad, as
tnen cace back on the car. I am glad you liked taby's pictos, but ne coesn't :ear nis
mouth open only on speciall occasivns lilie that one. 32m didn't srite unat fatner t.curht
of tnem. He has lots of admirers around here and only tnis aftercoon Squire's peosie

sent in and "borrowed®™ him to show orf to comdany. ae can "pat-a-cake" an: waen e sits
in his nigh coair and I give nim anytzing to eat, ne leaas =ay over and feeds it to "Gip."
He grows cute every day and laughs as neartily as a grown person. .

de felt badly to hear trat Uncle w. wmas so sick, but nope ne is all rigai again
now. Abbie had a nice long letter from Aunt Lucy last week but it must have been writien
before ne was taken. '

I cooked cricken for dinner today, ma, ana I tried to get Abbie to ro over and in-
vite you and fatner in to eat with us, but she ithought it xas wost too far I guess. liy!

I #sish you could run in ainy time.

I wrote to Chicago yesterday for a carriaze for Jares; a friend of zine got cne
there for $25 taat would cost $40 here, and cidn't have to pay ihe express caargss eit.er.
If I can do as well I'm roing to send there for one, and if I get it I will send you the
Picture in tre catalog so you can see wnat it is.

Every time I read of “more snow" in iiew York I wish I had you all out nere asay from it
all. Do you want us to urge Crarlie to coze out saere? It is only on your account inat we
do not. I don't want to make it ary lonelier for you than it is row. HKow is fatrer, and
how are you? drite ze just how you both feel ardi how Granama stands tne cold weat:zer.

Nell must have had a fine ti:e with her sleighride party; does ane practise zusic any
now? I zant to see you all so I don't know what to do, and jua tnink it is alwost a2 year
now since ! started east. It doesn't seem possible, does it? Lell Zz that tne name sne
celled Georgse 3. in her last letter Charlie says was "just wnat he is", and no zistaxe.

#e don't care arytning about wrat he says, only to laugn over it, and don't you, for it is
of no consequqnce. Tell Em, tco, that the blue tzarow nas been borrowed to copy alrsady.
I've put the one Kell sent on Fatcer's picture, and tne otner scrim one on the wantle
and + look gretty fine now.

dell, tris isan't much oi a letter, but I'm so sleepy I guess I'll have o stop. Tais
will let you krow that we are all well and will write you azain in a day or §wo.‘ Atpie
has the "stomache ache" tonignt or sae would write in this—---

. (decided to leave off tne lonz endings, love and
admonitions to take care of tnexselves etc.)

Tacoma,
Feb. 23, 1861

sy Dear Mothner and All;
We have just received Zm's letter cf the l4ih, also letters frem

Fred, fdattie and Louis. We were glad to hear from you all, as we neard nothning last week,
but I always pacify wysel? with thre tnougnt taat you have written but tae mails are uncertain
snen there is 4o much snow. What do you think---tne sleizns are running tnis wgorsing in our
"gloricus tosn of balay air and rosebushes!" It tezan s:uowing yeaterday a.z. an: ke:st
up until this morning, atout six incnes of "tne beautiful® £:11, and that is quite encuch,
1 thirk. But it is thawing already, so I guess it woa't stay on long.

de are all usually well; Crharlie spends nis time traveling back arnd ferta to
pia, and if George Strattoa thinks ne is laxy I would liked to rave had nim seas nix last
week and the week before taat. He was getting out testimeney that had to be rus.ed, atd hne
got up at 7 in the morning, took nis dinner down torn to save time, ani worked uniil 2 o'cl
every moraing. He had two typeuriters nelping nim. Thiy week ne is in court. Trey nac
hard tiuze over to Olywpia trying to kill a Mstenograpner s bill®™ taat had passed one :ouse
and they i'inally succeeded. If that bill had passed it foull have aurt hus business baily,
for it cut tne transcribing rates down froz 207 a Jolio to five cents. oS0 where ne manes
$40CC row he would nave zaie only one at trat rate. In ordier to watcn tae bill re an: Bou-

o

man opened an 9ffice over tnere for tie purpcse of faying experses znile tney stzii t.ere,
but it nas turned out much better than tney exnected, for C. zas nad tno 35CC jots ziready

out of it. o :
=<
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o sEN IUniIoe COUrv rnere, so ne

In the reantixe irs. Huncre, tne roman in tane olfice, Uz
L 11l is over he feels sretty well

has lost notning nere. ivo# that tae anxiety about
encouraged, and I think has reason to. ‘

Lthe baby nas been sitting on <ae floor for 2 long time and I ve just put nim up in
C.'s big chair, #nere he lays flat on his back kicking up nis heels-to a zreat rate. I
just acne for you to see him, for wnile his phcto looks like nim, everyone says it doesn't
do nhim justice. His eyes are 8o big and cdark and nis creeks are red ani ne 1is cuca w.aiter
than 1 tqougnt ne'd be. ne was asleep tais zorr.ing, and we all came downatairs and left
him. About an nour after I ment up and ne lay tners playing a.d havinz a good time in gen-
eral. he ia awfully sweet, we think, and I mould give a good ceal if * could soze in ani
put him in your arms. I would write you cftener in the evening, but né mases me tesd nim
all the time taen.

I wisn you could see your daughter Abigail; Exz isn't anywhere in the way o? flesa now,
for Abbie has gained 14% lbs. since sihe came andi row weighs 136. I dos't tnink sne has ever
been really nomesick, but sae gets an awful lcnestme look on ner face snen tne postzan
goes right by us. I ought to go out with ner mcre, I suppose, but tse Zays nave been so
snort that we have filled up all of thne sPare time witn work so far, altsouzn I can work
end get along witsn tue baby mucri easier taan #nen I first came. It was hard taen, but
grows easier all the time row. I weut down in tre city last Friday and bougai taby a stocl
chair and az goinz to break hiz in on that now. 1I also bougnt at the greennouse a vine all
rooted like tne one Em got last suwaer for tne bay window, and waen it gzets waruer I am
going to put t.is out by mine; tr that %ill seem quite like noue, woa't it?

I wished so tnat you could nave been witn me in tne greennouse and seen tne azaleas;
did you ever see one? They nave tnem in all colors at $3.50 a iar and are tiue loveliest
things ¢ about ever saw. I prized a palm for my brass jar, but wnen trey said ®six dollars®
I backed out.

I send you with this a package of books I nope you will like and erjoy. I want ycu to
take all tie coxzfort you can, all of you. Em seems to get pretty blue and I know it must
be lonesdme for her, but at the same time we have much to be thankful for in tnat we are all
alive and well. Thnere has been a sood deal of suffering here azong tne pocr tais winter;
Niss 8alisbury came in the otner day to interest ce in a fazily of siz, man, wife aud¢ Four
children wno v.ere all sick witn typnoid and were absolutly destiture of clotnes arné rccd.

I picked up a bundle of things for them, and am saving xzy cold bits. T:.ere are trazps
without number at <ae back door every day; Gyp is getting so ne interviews tuew now, and
last welk kept nold of tae calf of a man s leg way to tne alley gate. 30 you see ne is
good for sometning. -

Tell Graniza I %ill be so cnoice od that disntowel .I will probably use it for a
ticay. I tnirnk sihe must be rignt scart to knit so wmucn. Abbie anc I nad guite a lsugn at
fatier_ s brinirs out tnat cigar box rull of silver dollars to pay Lee Randall .or tne wocd.
domecne was iooking at falner s picture and ad:iring it, and I near: Cuarlie tell tazz trat
he vas "one wan irn a trousand-for emartness arnd zood locks.® I thouqht tnat quite a coumpli-
merit. Tell Ex to read iirs. Eaton tne part of this letter about C's work.

I must stop-===--=--

ad
e bl

lacoma,

March 6, 1851

iy Dear Nother and All; ,

de had just tne nicest letter from you last Loncay, ani I nsve intance.
to answer it every nour since, but one ining anc anotuer ras prevented ze until Tonisns,
a:id here it is tne last of the week. Tonig. %Jiz" and I are all alone ;or AbDie ..as gone
to a hop witn Grace and a gentleman; Caarlie went to Olympia a week ago < Tuesday ana
has not bee:s hoze asince. 1 had a telegram yesterday sayirz he noped to he rogs tonorr
nigit. They nave been tryinz a wember of tne Legislature for ganbling, asnd ne is repgo
tne case.

Jim sits nere by me in his new carriace bangirg tie table witihr an old cnina doll
tnat DalSj Clifford gave aim. I .tried oy best to get nim to sleep beforas I teran {2is, buz
e didn't sees to 7o worta a cent. Tre fact or t.e catter is he is cauck rull tcai. .t end
ia bound to nave scxe fun. Ycocu dosn't mor now fast ne imsroves ncw, asz ask Sa .inat sne
tnirkes of an eiv.v montns baby tuiat carn sing. He sits on tne floor, rocka nimself taek
and fortn end nuzs tae swectest li tle roise you aver reardé Ueorge ana nis wife were up

i
nere durday, ane G. saw tre bao/ 3 Ppuoto ior tne first tlau- i@ 8aid it uiun't vezxin o
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be a8 nancsocme as the ba Zuma feels kind of sore because cackson, i€ 5oCH

By Logragsuer,
a8 mounted one of Jlm s plctu-e oa 3 celluloic card for t.e zallery. Yes, I seat fred
a pnoto air: Uncle Uene one oi eac: kind. Yesterday we got a card saying t.ie beby's carri-

age #as at tne freignt depot and I nurried rignt down and nacd an expresszan go Ior it.
#hen it got nhere it was boxed anc had to be set up beaices. e were so anxicus 10 3see it
that we borrorei a wrencn and screwdriver of .Lr. Squires and gut it up ourselves ani + toox
James out for a ride. It is a lovely carriaze, large ani strong and would have cost 4
nere, but by sending to thne wanufactory at Crnicago we got it for $25 all told. Tsere is
none in Oxford tiat can compare witn it.

Abbie has had some seven or eignt dresses ccme in tnis week and is nard at worx at
them. 5o I peg avway at tne nousework and ternding baby, and it takes abcut all zy tize.
¥e are having our spring weather now a:ud altnougn it ras rained some tocay, yet it nas
been quite warm. Yesterday I raked off my lawn; it looked like an old boneyard, Gyp
had brougnt so many bones around. You'd laugn to see Ler go for the atrange men tuat ccze
wita fish etc. I've been tuinking of tying ner up because I'm afraid sne'll bite sczeone
and s2 will have to pay camages.

I wish fatner coulc come in :ere tcnight ans smell boiled cabbage; we had it anc
corned beef for dinner and it loczs up pretty strong. I dreawed about Jiz anc Jeal last
nignt; I nope they are well and all rigut. Tell CiS trat "Little Corince® is booke: :or
the Tacora theater soon and Chrarlie is going to take us. Tell Em tne picture oi t:e
carriage is just like it, =ri it is upnolstered witn red crusaed plush. I'd gzive a gooa
deal if she'd come and pusia it a little. I wisn you could see, iotner, howx =y hands look.
Tney are so cnapped tinat there are deep cracks on tne balls of my Iingers tnat bleed, anc
I can -hardly hold a pen tney feel so wean. Did yours get well all rignt?

James has succuwcbed at last and gone off to sleep, and ne looks good erougn to eat.

That young lady in Dansville tnat corresponded math me whnen I was east seant nim tso of

he loveliest crocheted sacks, last week, that I ever saw. Till Grandma I'm trying to
make my 0ld dishcloth last until her new one gets here, but it is getting pretty strirgy.
Well, I o really too tired to write ary more, and so I guess I'll crawl into bed. I'=m
thinking of weaning baby next month; do you tnink it is too soon? If I don't I snall
either nave to wean him in hot weather or nurse nhim until anotner fall, ané I doun't like

to do either. iirite and tell me wrat you tnink, and also how I saould go to work to wean
him. It is alzost a year since I started east; does it seem tuat long? .ita best love-----

Tacoua,
April 7 , 1391
sy Dear Nother;
It is half paat three and is the first time I have sat down since rnalf past
8ix this morning, sc you see I have hai a busy day.

(Notet I recall Dad saying, as he read trese lstters over after Aunt ADb :
given them to us, thai he couldn't quite understand wny sne wrote about
working so nard all t:e time, and then ne corncluded tzat it waa moetily for
"EM's" benefit, since she seemed %o carry tne idea tnat Ida and Abbie nad so
much easier time than sie. )

o
$i.

I just went in the front room and fourd your letter to Abbie wihers ine postman r
thrown it in the wirndow. I heard hiz ring tne bell, buit trougnt it was a caller and
woulin't g0 to t:e door because I looked so. Abbie has zone to a cai ldr-ﬁ e:.tertainzent
witl ¥rs. Clifford, so I took tne llbe*tj of obenirg tne letter and reaciaz it. I roze
you won't care. I ar awful sorry Zz, Tharlis ani you all are so miserable and sculs ~ivas
anything i I could come in and see you all"and do sxzetaing for you. 32ut it w23 a weex arc
that you were all sick ani I hope for t:ie best now and taat you =2re all rignt zgain. I
can't tell you how muca I want to ses you all; you can judge of trat by ycur oun feelines
for us. It isn't from cnoice taat we live way out nere away from you, but frox necessity,
for you know how narc it would be for us tc zeot bread and butier in Oxford. I taink 2w
ought to be asnamed for aven tainking that =e forget ner. I'az sure =e never nave csne sc
yet. I'd write oitener if 4 could azc tae only reason I do noit is because + don't #in
the criance. dJde get tnrougn witn cinner about severn every nigat ana by tne tize I :ret
baby to bad I aw 3o sleepy and tired I can't keep wy eyes guen to write or do a.yy,
else, and tnrougn tne day I nave more t“aL I can get done I feel so0 ara izsed oul 3it
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nursing Jazes all ni-nt.

But I tnink of you all corstantly, an. nicats wnea I lis arake nirsins =..e baby
I 4hink ol you all in turn, and how I would liks w0 see eaca anig all 0f you. oczetice I
nope to rave =ore time to write, tut I Jo taink you ouz:nt L0 wmalke allowances for e now.

James sits nere in nis niga caair wits taat calicoc dress trizmed in blue ~amdurs on,
eating a granam cracker. e doesn't look very awiul cleaa, nor very dirty eituer, juss
pasaable, you know. tHe doesn't creep yet, but tolls all over ti:e nouse. *=e ig deveidpinrT
quite a little of the "old Adam® ana ir anytnine Zoesz't zo %o suit him ne straigntens out
stiff ani screams, but moat of tue time he is pretty zooa anu I't glad ne nas some texper.
Tell Em I just acne souetize to come and put hi: in her bed, for he won't let ke retr an
incn away from him, but sleeps on zy arm all nignt ane nis nead sweats so it wets xy sleeve
all sosking, in fact it ian't very coatortable. <Charlie tninks there rever =as anytaing
quite like him.

(Monday morning) I was interrupted Sat. by iirs. Kilpatrick coring in ani tnis is
the very first caance I ve had to firish siace, for as soon as dinner was out or the vay
yesterday Gesorge came witn little Zorma, two Kinnear caildren anc a ar. Kirnear, and taey
left trhe caildren nere ani went orf to a tall play. In tae meartime it bezan to rain and
Xrs. Kinnear got awfully worried atout ner enildren ior tre litile boy rnas astrca very
baily, so she started ueorge's nife after them and  3he caze up one street just as tusy @
weat down anotner. ne didn't want them to know he d been to a ball play on 3uncay and
tried to get us to say we wouldn't tell her, but =8 dicn't promise.

As soon 23 they rad gone Hall came bringing some eastern zaple sugar and I knew ne
wanted me to sugar off for him, but the fire was out in tine kitchen and I was too tireg,
8o I zot out of it by asking nim up te ¢iraer tonight and promising him warp biscuits.

This is a lovely moraing and I ve been doing tae work down stairs wnile Abbie is
8aeeping tnre cnambers. lou say you'd like to see all of zy new "fixins®, but I naven't
anything but x=y curtains ani ay paperiug, but I have my rouse in pretty good snape nou
and feel quite proud of it. Tell Em Abbie was very aucn pleasad wita tae Floves, ani trey
were a perfect fit. J3ne says she will settle with her for tnem, for they are as good as
new to ner. OCnarlie says, and we all tnink the same, tnat if CiS can get a pass out sere
and back tnat ne is foolisn not to coms, for it won't cost nim anytning after ne geta nere
but wnat little ne wauts to run around with. de mould be delignted to nave nixm rake us
the visit, and C. says tnere isn't a doubt but wnat ne could get soxetning to do dfter na
got here, that lie would like. If ne saould come and get setvtked nere, tren I taink it
would be easy 10 get the rest of you, con't you? But tzat woulc leave Fred all alore, Jor
I don't suppose you couli nire nim to come. :

dell, I've zot some marketing to do and will nave o stop. Tell Grandma I thiak of
her all the while I zash dishes ard use thau dishcloth sne sent. Jim sendis you all a i:ood
sweet kiss and hug. Take good care-==—=----

Tacoma,
lay 25, 1891

«y Dear Fataer, Mother and Ali;
I guess it is about time I wrote to all of zy dear ones once
wore, isn't it? I don't feel wuch 1ike “riting or anytuing else tonignt, I aw so tired,
But I don't dare put it off till tocorros for fsar dozetanirgz #ill hinaer me. e rive been
having some guite warm weather for a few days past, but tosignt tue winz has crarzed and
it is 80 mucn cooler tnat we are zlad to sit in t-e house. Chnarlies nus just rocke: Jazes
to sleep and carried nim upstairs to bed, and now ne sits riere reading on cae siace oI tu.e
table, and Abbie is on tne otaer. '
Abbie nas ficisned mwe a cool five cent #rapder today ana I nave it on tuis evening

and I guess tuat is the reason tne weataer has cianged. Yesterday Crarlie got a teax and
took us out to Lake steilacoor: Park; me tcok along a lunca and a biankeu %o sit on anz staid
all day. de ran across Yeorge's folxs out tiere, and 30 ral a very pleasant iire. dJaves
was tne happiest baby you ever saw; we took nis surboncet ara giigrnaz azron, put tass on
nim, sat hic iown on tae blanket, ani ne rolled, crept a:n: kicked to nis .isart’s contant.
4o just acned to nave you all witn us; tre prairie uwaslovely anz tne lake, T00, aus e
enjoyed it so uuc:.

de nad sucn :i:ice letters from you and Ex lately, .otner, and it wuxas ze vant Lo see
you dreadfully. I sas sorry to near first t:at fatner nad besn 3o poorly, anu wnes Urancia

-
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and you, but I nope ycu are all vell again now. 3o be carsful atout s~ork
try to keep everyjnl.r 50 tine, bul ju.t let things zo tarcuza tis not =
tnings easy; tiat 8 tue way 4 am soing Lo do. It seezs as if I aust fly to you .:e: ary
of you are sic, it worries ze so.

Pell Em I think cer new dress is very prettyindeed, also tne blazer. I exgec
down in the morning ard get me sometuing and will sernd you a sample next tize 1 sr
¥ haven't had anything new yet; it takes all of my spare time to put zores #n C.ar
pants and vests ae grows flesny so fast. The suit ne wore back from tae east lzat
he could scarcely get into before I fixed <heu.

#e nave been naving a lot cr fun today seeing tue baby try to pusn a chair. <e caa
stand up nicely, but wnen he starts off ze tumbles auowa anc tnat cakes aiw so ansry e
can scarcely coatain nimself. But ne peraeveres a:: I tniak will nalk befors loag. Yeu
nsver saw a baby iwprove as fasti a3 ne nas since I weaned nim. He nas a better zolor and
Lia cineeks are as red as can be; ne is a grsat biz nealtuy boy a..: I nope will ainays oe

- Just opposite, on I dt., tuere is a Juige Snerwood living witn nis rfamily; I taix
tney must be nabobs for tney nave a lcovely place, and live in fine atyle. T2y zave a
boy by tre name of Edcie. It makes it seea kind of nozelike to near trat naze wzy out iers.

You must look very nice now you are tarouz: cleaning; I am all done, too, and dirty
enough to begin over again. Crarlie gave me a new se.ing macnine last wesk an: I ax awfully
Proud of it; it was impossible for me to zet alonz now =itnout one. I forgot to'tell you
that Jamea can find all of your pictures on tane wall; I ask niw, for instance, wuere Grang-
Pa Sherwood is ani ne points rigat at aim; ne seems to learn very gquickly.

He are already plauning to all come and see you again next suucer; will you be

glad to see us? I ratner reckon I shall be to see you. «y anniversary i:sajmost ..ere
and Yames is nearly a year old. Just tnink of it! I can't realize tiat botn events nadpenec
80 long ago. I am tninking some of havirngz =y married friends in faor tne evening of our
anniversary. Just eigit or ten of thew, but it will depend a gooc deal on now ambitious I
feel wnen tae time comes. I dreamed last nigat tnat the bell rand andi I went to tae zcor
and found C¥S---golly! wasn't I glad to see nim. Cnarlie tairks ne is an old goose for
a0t coaing out hiere. I am sorry old Jim is so bad Off; waen I taink now long :e rnave nad
him and how wucs n2 nas carried us I tnink he nas earued a rest and I'm glad Cirarlie zas
got a new one. _ -

#ell, dear ones, I nave ro ne#s tc weite and 30 I guess I'1ll stoz. I :saut to rin:
you all well when I come noce next spring; my great wediciue no. is oyrup of F
it fer everytning; it #ill inock a sick iieadacne out ti.e Tirst round a:d is goou for anyt.i:,
else uncer tne sun. I nope to see you all ugain berore many momeths have zors

30,

Tacoma, B
kgy- 30, 1861

Dear kokier, Fatner aad Allj;
Have just got around witn our Saturdays work--3 n.m.-and as ¥ 2

too tired to sew will visit #it: you a livtle =nils. Ida and 4 rave been uavi.r a ticrou
cleaniig up tice; I nave swept tae wnole iiouse, wasned windows, and liau sas dustes, cogpres,
and wasced diapers, anc we lookx awful prirc.

Jazes has just avioke From a three hours nap and is streving ais playthings arousd
trying to make it look natural. he zl-ost stands alons now and is ple.ty strenz, <
he gets to gizgling anc cuttinz up ani sociis it all. I ask nirs where eecn ¢l jyour T
are and ne lcoks a% tne right ones every time. Also Grandma a:d “Yrandpa fatcns pictures.
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Charlis keeps aekinr ce if I tnink he is ordinarily brizat. I am ot afraid to cospar
hiw with avy cnild that I have seen yet six zonths older. iie grons very afiectionate ani
has to love and kiss us every few zirutes; now I long to nave you see nim no: .Lils ne is a0
sseet. DBut tne time nas gone by so fast since se left noue tnat I exgect next aspring
be here before vwe know it.

I have worried a great deal adout you all feeling
got ycur work arransed now so it will be easier fer you. Ursz
zade it very nari for you; I zis.ed waen I read ysur letter tnat was tnere Lo nej’ you.
But the next tiourni was trnat i2 I was trere 4 would porobably be to sork all 4. ti-e 3n.

=20 poorly, and 1035s you nave

. - s ro o - Y . . ves .-
ndaas feeling sc tau wust ..ave
a

weuld makce one more for you ts :crx ror, sac tnat woul.a't bz muea nels, wouid it?
Ida anu I wert to town tae ovaer a3y a:xd bougnt zer a gew dress anl nat Lo Te oaita
it. I ac going to vo.xeace it ..onday so will sand you a piece iexi tize se urite. Iy uas

: 7
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a Settern anc tefore wren I priced it it =aw 31€.%C and ws cov it for 31C0. Tie ast s41e a
36 one and we gfoi it for $3.7S. She also nas -a ner black facret taat is very pretiy inal
»a8 $13.20. I've zot a nes pair or SC{ stockingg=--asen!

4e nad sucn a lovely time last Suxday at the lake. I da wrote you about that I suzz-
ose. Cnarlie fisaed wita his usual good luck (not a bite). Tne next day I was ssrinkling
tae street and Cnarlie wanted me to sprinkle enougn to make a brookto fish in; said ue
could catcn as wmary trere as anywhere. .

The prairie out tnat way is grand; as level as a floor ani looks as troutii tiie crass
aaC been mowed with a lawn zower, then in so rany places trnere rould be clumds 0f treas
that would look like they nad been set out for a park. I don't think I ever enjoyed a day s
outing more. An¢ Frank Crosby's house; now I dii count it tne loveliest place, riz.t on -
tne bank of the lake witi wcods all around it and just opposite the depot about turee =in-
utes walk and five trains eacn way %o and froa Tacona every day. I covetsd taat place for
you and rather, ilother, to spend the rest of your days in, free frowm all cares ani =crries.
Fatner could fiss and make garcden an: you could raise flowers and best of all vnere we
could come out arytime anc see you.

Xr. Crosby keeps a cow and says it doesn't cost aix a dollar a montha to keep rer.

For he turrs her out tiie year round and cakes eigit pound of butter a week. Ani he nad
lots of chicken and geese that you aud fatner would enjoy tending. otill we don't need hen
lice in this country, for tne fleas keep one busy. I da anc I talkez it all over, nox it
would be to nave you trers. I nad the greatest treat since I cawe to Tacoma tzat day, and
that was a drink cf spring water. I shut my eyes ard imagined I was in our old back kit-
chen when I drank it, for it tasted just tne saze. Thne spring is rizat back or Lr. C.'s
and flows a stream larze arcund as =y body.

Charlie and Iia are very good to we znd 46 a great deal to wake it pleasart for ze.
I tell Charlie ne is tne best brotrer in iaw I ever had, but I don't kxnow as I will Se able
to say that wnen Benj. Pearne gets in tne fawily, and 1 try to do everytning I can for taez.

(Dad has underscored tie above paragrpah neavily!)

I have taken up every carpet in the house (excopt one) and put every one down,
washed all tne paiut, windows and floors, so you see I hnave nad a tease o housecleaning.
«hen they brougat tne brussels carDet back from tie steam works tney wantec to put tuex
down. + told. ther I coula do it, and they laugzhed at wme, but I did it just tre sz=ze znd
the next day taey caze to see if I needed a:.y nelp and I nad tnem all down; trey s=aii I
did a good job and tney tnougat they were pretty heavy carpets for a zirl to put cowa.’

But I taougat $3 was a big price to pay. Crarlie said ae would nave to pay 8§6 to get tne
windozs wasned, and a woman to aelp clean would cost abcut $1C, so I feel as if I nad =nelzed
a little.

Today is Decora?ion day an<i I have been trying to think wnat I did last year. I zaink
I sewed at Dr. liller s in tie forenoon and Callie and I wart over to see wrs. Cock atout
Louise dmith's sering-in the afternoon. I think Gharlie and anna wizat squesze out ti
enoughh to write to us if tney tried real hnard; suppose iellie keeps Ler fatner airing inat
norse all tke time. rite soon to

Your loving daughter, Abigail.

Tacoma,
June 26, 1861
Dear Father ard All;

James and I nave just zot houe from doing our marketing and terore & <o
anytning else I'm going to write tc you all. e are naving scwe quite waru weatner rnow,
but tnere is a nice ccol breeze all tne tize frox t.e nortn, so if we stay in tne ricuse .=
do not notice tne neat. @e znau a nice letter from Zx last Saturday; I tai.k sellie anz oii
Jim gust nave fine times. HZow I8d like to see ner ride nixz. rorsevack riding is very
tony nere, but I nave never tried it. Charlie goes out once in a wnile.

Well, fatwer, now do you ret alosng wita your work auring tne not seataer?
worried over you a gfood deal, for Lotner srote you rere not feeling well, tut I ne:x
will be carful acd not get too ambiticus. Last Thursday nirnt Cnarlie and I wernt t
the Boaton Lyceum Co. in "Tre Wife", tie zost accomdlisnec troupe tiat nas ever bes

1 nave
e you
o sze
oouere,



and it was just fine. AbbDie expects %0 ¢c oul to Azerican Lake tie fourin witn a paruy of
young pveople, but I az coing to stay quietly at houze, for ¥ tninxk tnat is ine easi
Do ycu celebrate in Oxforc? iie snall rave tre Tixes toni~nt and trnen we s:zall krow all atecun
1t.
I have an addition to tne famlly in thne snape of a nired girl. There was sozecae aiter
Abbie to do seving all of tne time anc srne couldin 't accokplish anjtnlng and neld 20 nouse-
mork, too, ané I couldn't do it alone, so last Friday I na< =2 girl coxze. Eer :naze is Josie
Defek and sce taxes hold first rate ana I tnink I ax goinz to like ner. I never dreaded
anytninc so as I dil raving aer ccme, but Cuarlie saic ne nad got sick of naving ze all tirsad
out all tne time and he tnought if * took care of Jares taat would keep me pretiy busy.
felp is mucnhn cneaper now tnan it was a year ago, so it will not be sucn expense as it otuer-
wise would.
' James pusnes a cnair now ard creeps, 30 e mwanares to get into most everytaing he
ought not to, but he is a dear little fellow, anu I8d give anytuing if you coulg¢ see nix.
he points 4o your picture ard tries to say "Grandpa®; ne knows Grandpa onerweed 8 picture
frox Grandpa Zaton's, and =ill point to wnichever one =e ask hix to. If h2e gets rad
about anytnine he lays down on ine floor flat on his face and cries. Crnsrlie and I wen
out to take a welk last eve and draw James, but me only went a little ways for the mosquitos
were so thick. I thougnt tney would eat us up; I never saw anytaing like it berore. .
Charlie has bougnt 2im sometning that { tnink will please you all and trat is an
amateur pnotograpnic outfit. «e ara going to take picturesor tne aouse, outside andé in
anc send to you as soon as possible. I tnink you wille all enjoy seeing tnrex.
Abbie and I went tc tne Presbyterian Caurcn yestercay; I nave not presentaed =y letter
yot and don't knon wrern I will; possibly I may a week froxr Sunday. I ax solding back to
gee how they run tnings. ir. Patterson is quite pleasant, but 1 ac not muca in love with
his style of prezcning. &e nas orly been converted a few years, azu nis serxzons are too
mud like a rev1vallst. but I want to get started in somewnere, so I zon't know wnat I wilil
do.
Well, I have got a great stuck of zending to do and guess 1 nad better be about it.
Be careful, Fatrer, and con't work too nara and don't worry about tne future, for you will
aiways have e:iougn to eat and a nome a3 longas I nave one. Just take all tne comfori you
can, you and iiother togetiier, be tnankful tnat you nave eaca otner yet arnd everytaing will
come out rigat I feel sure. I expect to write often now that I don't nave to iork every
rinute and nope you will co the same-=----

Tuesday Afternooy,
August 11, 1391

iy Dear kother;

I began you a letter yesterday, but zy pens all acted so, and it »as so waru
I gave it up. I'll try again tnis afternoon aad sope I suceed in writi:z s zcod lonr letter
for I know you must be arxious to near from us. Abbie ard *+ took James tais morai.z and
went dorn to tne office to see tne circus parade. e got nome abouts 2 o'clock ani wnave zas
our lunch a:ud put tre baby to sleep ani I zuess I will 4pv~ a nice quiet viuze to talx wiia
my own dear motaer. I plan:ed yesterday tc ao a big uaJ s> work, «erding ana seulnz. nell,
I naa two or taree calls, ana wner nigat cace I naa neured tnree disn to“els, doxn't you
think I will accomplish a good deal at taat rate?

James is a perfect nuisance wnere tnere is sesing going on, for ne carries off _y
thread 2ad trings, ani keaps i@ nunting for tnez all the time. ne nas teen walkins ror
or taree days a:rc is tue prouzest little fellow over it t.at you ever saw. ae isn'
legged ana doean't toe in, 30 I az pleased anu croud of nim, too; I ve aiways worri
fear ne wigat do one or tue otaer. -

de enjoyed ycur letter, I tell you, tne other day, an< I waunt to say rirut :e
I na:z sent the money order before I neard from you or + would have sent you accre. I .0
you got it all rigit. I 2= so anxious tc krow il tne pictures are gool ani .ow you lixe
thea. I axz awiul sorry &m has sucn sick spells, a:z sisn sozmetains couic be done or aner.
‘en't there anytains tuat can be 10se7 Crarlie says sie ocugat to zo to Zanviile /a3
for six = montas aid now i wis: sl.e could.

I naven't sny virl yet, s0 we Der away at ine nousework. Abtie i, e
to do it, but s:e can't do that and sew, toc, and it wCUL. €Ost wore to :uir
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done tnan nire a gzirl. de nave nad lovely weat.uer since tae rain. ouniay wr. a2ll cize ug
just as we were fisisniug dinser and wanted us to -0 to Steilacooz, so e al:l wa.t. Iv is
nine or ten =ziles out tnere, and you g0 ¢ aa electric car zaroush tae woous afd cn tne
beacn and it is very nice. ur. fall is very kind arnd tuinks trnere is 20 one quite lixe
James. d#hile we were dows town today ne invited us to come down tomorrow and go tarour:
one of tne big tea snips witn him, but I hardly tnink I'll go for it is too =muca like wcrk
xith the baby. 1I've just nad a call from a girlf locking for a place; I iidn't take ner,
for sne said sne couldn't cook, but was "rilling to learn." Our next neigsbor os quite
sick, r. 3quireas, mrs. KllDatPiC& 3 ratrner; a blood veasnl burst in his brain anc ne is
in bad shape. I don't tnink ne will live, and if he doesn't it will leave his wife a.a
children ir bad snape, for thcy nave put all taey nave in land ani taey caa't sell a.y of
it.

[

Crarlie and I had a nice ilime up at hot 3prings druuaking not aulpuur water and loaf-
ing around. It is a little basin all surrounded by great mountains, notzing tnere but
two hotels but tuey wers crowded to overflosing. I had sucn a nice rest up ‘nere._

Did you notice by tane picture I sent now fat I am getting° Abbie says s:.ie nas ainted
to you of my condition, so I =zay as well tell you, but I didn't want you to xnow anytuin:
about it until it was all over, for I wantec to spare you all tie woryy I could tuis tiue,
you had sé& mucn before. I don't know anytning about myself, but 4 doa't think I will be
sick before tne last of November, or tie first of Uec. That is way I ax sc lazy an W can 't
do my own work. I feel as well as I did before, only nave a backacne after bei:g on zy
feet for a time. Charlie is just as pleased as he was before, ani + am perfeetly williaz,
80 you needn't feel sorry for me. I nave never made up tue black work dress you sen
James for ne iad ernough and 4 thought grarndma would like to nave it saved for this one--
wouldn t you?

I haven't got to make anything but some dresses and skirts zndi I won't zake a grest
many of tnose. So you see if xe nave good luck taere will be quite a fazily of us to
travel east next summer; tnen won't we nave fun?

If it hadn't been as it is I enould have wanted Abbie to come home wiien you miss ner
so, but I think you'll all be zlad that sne is here with me now. I doa't waut you %o wsorry
about me a bit, for I will nave tne best care I can get anc yet I know it won't bs like tae
loving care you all gave me last summer. Still I don't thirk tnere sill be a:y cause Zor
worry. .
rias fatcer gotten tnrougn with Burchard s nouse, and nos does ne stand tie hot
weatner. I send you lois of love-===-- -

Tacona,
Sept. 2, 1891

My Dear iwotaer;
I had sucn a nice letter frcu you last week, ana I,ve bsen trying ever since
to ansner it. It seema as if it takes ze so long to do notning taess days, but tois zora-

irg I'wm going to make a descerate eirort to do sozetning in tais line Rigat aftler Ttreas-
fast I went down o:, Tacowa Ave. and ot sometuing to stop up a rat nole anz cic scCze zar-
keting . Since tiuen Abbie, Jaxes and i nave been up irn ine froct rooa, abuie se:irng,

Yames stirring taings up geserally, arnd I have written to Fred.

My girl nas nad a bad eye tnis week; itne docter said it was raeumatisz o t.ie nerve,
and sne nasns t rotten around aslively as usual. JStill sie is a pretty rooz girl an. I
let ner do everythnirg in the way of nomsewcrk. Jihe isn't as particular about tne coraers
and liztle tnzdus as I coulc wish, but if 1 keep at ner sne “oes taings quite well.

You needn't worry about me one bit f3r I az just as well anz nealtsy as I can be
and eat like a pig. For a tize I nadi trne backaciue considerazbly, but now I son't nave ever
taat, and the only inconverience I experience is beirng snort or breatsa wnen I walk far.

I'd give anytaiig if * could tumble into your bed anu I wanink it will be ratser lon=sdmze
not to see your dear faces locking over t:e footboard, but Ioz going to maxe ine best or it
all, for when I coze nome again I want to nave a goou tize #ita you all sitacur any .orry
or sickress. I can't bear to taink of you all worizing s5 hard for ze again as you oiz iast
suzzer and for tnat reason I am zlac I ac out nere.

Abbie said s:2 write Anza abous Jamss beizg sick last week, ac I wacw you will,
give us for not writing for we were very a.xicus about aixm for a iew days. e sse.s al

VAR !
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rigst again now. I wust tell you wrat Dr. duit:.er ordsred for niz to eat, f£o I k:ow you
can never guess. It was fried bacon and cooks¢ tczatoss. wasn't tnat a queer cisn or a
sick baby? But Jares wouldn't nave anytainsg to do with it, an. & tnirk ne s:.owvec nis 700a
sense. I wisn you could see nim trotting arouni and near aiz try to talk. ne says a gcod
wany words now but the one rne says most os "nello."

I am glad fatiner s pictures wsre so good, and you can tell nim tnat if ne wants yours
I »ill give tne same as * did towards nis, and wore if I can. I taink it is 80 queer t.at
you can't get a good one of Nellie.

Coarlie took out more life i.sura:sce about taree weeks ago, ani nhad to be vaccinates
but I never saw anyone get along nicer witn it, for iis arm is nearly well now anz naga's
been sore or laze to speak of, althougn it has wcrked weli. ae is carrying $12%CC issurance
now for "Jim ani mwa® as ne says. His great scineme now is to get enough woney invested ners,
80 we can come back to Oxford anc live wita you all. dould you like to aave us? ne talka
about it lots lately acru of tne kind of a nome he iz going to nave back tuers. .oulaa't
it be lovely, tsougn, if we could?

I am glad father is tnrough at Burcnard's and hope ne will take a rest nom. Tell

Em we enjoyed her letter anc + will write ner in a faw days. Tell ner, too, tsat Soc Flet-
cher is over at 3eattle and tuat ne nasa't beern nere sinee lasi winter. Ezwa said ae called
al ner house just a fewsminutestne otner day; we don t know wanat to make of it, but susrect
that George 3tratton is at tne bottom of it all. de"don't care eougn about it tc make in-
quiries. Abbie says she tninks he taninks sze is after nim, but sue isn't.

Coarlie sas come home to lunch, so I will nave to stop now. write asoiten as you
can, all of you, for it doesme mors good than zedicine. Lots of love-—=---

Tacoma,
Oct. 12, 1891

iy Dear iiotnar and All;

I am going to sit right down and write you tne vary first taingz t.ia
morning so tnat I will be sure to get througn without any hindrance. We are all ususlil
well nox, altuough we all nad colds last week. .

We nave only sad one letter frox Ez in a week, and it seezs like a long tize, buz I
snall certainly expect one today. The girl nac a vacation of three days last wesi 2.2 1
nad to buckle in agaim and it was all t:ze harder for ue arter my rest froz it, but I zana-
ged to get along and ow sne is back again. Abbie would nave aone all tue work for .e, but
sne nad a har: cold ard it was ner sick time so I didn't like to have ner.

Crarlie ari I took Jacmas yesterday ar: went out to ine concert at tae Exrosition ani
nad a very nicz tize. James was delignted witn tae usic until tiey played tae Anvil Cuorus
witii eignt anvils, and that frizatesed nim. =ne liked the art gallery, too, anu you mould
nave laugned to see nir stand witz nis hands benind nim azi look at tue pictures. C.ariie
w7ants to take nhim everywnsere and is so differe:t in trat resdect tuan raat I tuouznt re
would be. =&e carried him four blocks each way to and from iue street car ir orcer o ge
him taere, but I guess he feli repail for ne saiz ne heard a lady say “wnat a suest baby!"

George anc sir. Preston oi Weitsburg vere nere all of the evening. ir. P. is a state

8enator and was a good frie:ds of Charlis's in t.e Legislature i« uelping nim get tie susri-
hand bill tisrough, and so I was glad to zake his acquaintance.

"e are getting our sewing pretty uell alongz now a:d feel quite e..courazei. It czaxes
me feel awfully to tsnirk Bz nas ayca sick ssells, anu 1 wisu scwetuing could de .oan '
Does sae tz2ke any kind of care oi nereelf? I was glad to near tnat you and fatner ze- 3 up
to Louise s to see aunt Eliza, for sucn little visits vill ic you lots o gooi.

Tae postman has juat brougn yours azz Ex 3 letters of tie St and I sa.t 43 say rizot
rere that we zot tae lace all rigat tiatl you-sent axzd I was very muc. pleaased wiva it 2.3
an zoing to put it on some nemstitcred rufiles ror a little dress. It was a grsas sistzke
our not wertiornirz it before , but Abbie wrote tie next letter aacd 4 toli .er Lo tias. you
and sne sail sre sudposed tiat she nad. I nave just finisi:ea a nes dresser cover a.l Zut
tow wize lacs oo it you gave me wuer I zas carried and it is ver; nandscue se t.:ink.

I don't taink Ez snouls act so blue all o: tue tize auu uaxe you feei tiat .ay, tsc. If
sie snould see tie nard times that soze or tus girls cave out nere zaking tosir o.. auy
sne would taink she wag quite fortunate i: naving a noxwe a:c a fatier and wotier. Zo .iller
had quite a time, didn v sne? I gusss il orne rnac loocszened i.er corset ole «CUlL nale
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gotte: along better. Tell Zi ¢ a3k ner wnat sne tOOK, :1or zayts I'a like to i it.
Y ou and Iz can tenu baby next surrer and I #ill o tie fousesord; i tni.o I'L like

“
tne change. I taianx James will Keed you busy, to say notunlaz atout tre St.er cne.

Everyone is ccaplaining of ixow uward it is to get monsy uiere sow, au. Coar
never nhad sucii a tizme collectinz biils as ne naa 4tiis fall. Tell Bu taat Ziwa 2ic invite
us out to trelake to camp on their-lanc, but it cost us véO nevertieliessa, :or zi.e s
and that would keep us a wontii at howe. Gecrre said ne 'd Eut uS a teat Ior us ii we!'l gowua
out. But »ner we got back to tue city e caxe around to Caarlie to tay nis hali of tre
lurber bill and I tnirk he expects C. to leave tne lumber for nim to work uo in ais house
out tnere next suzmer. Buai I tell C. ne is foolisn if ne Zoes.

Aranda and Em Brown don't write to xe at all lately alt.ousn i.ey all owe ce

letters, but I guess I can stand it as long as taey can. anyway I don't let it fret u2 v
much. You mustn't think Abbie is naving .:uch oI a vicnic liere noe, ror I can't cer out =
her much arl I am not very zood natured tnis trip, out I 4ry to control wveelf z2il I can
and hope it will all be over soon. Abbie rants me 10 asik Zu if sie doh't toick sne nad beitter
give up Hall and take %tnis new. man. Eall is no zood at all; ne doesn 't o a“,uu;", and
sleeps until eleven o'clock every xzornirg. Trew se borrows woney of Cuarlie ast Yeorze to
live on. Only a week or 8o agao C. sigred a note for nic for $%0 anc ne is zetti..: kian. of
sick of it. But cdon't say anytninz about it. C. lhas lots of fun with Abbie aboui buying
tickets for she and fall to go to the "Ex" on wihile he and "™ua®" stay at Lous.

Well, I must stop and go to market. Tell fatner not to gei blue tut tc take
thinzs, easy, ror =its all nis chiléren ne nas 2e ougat to be taxen care of all nis life
long, and as far as I aam concerned I =ill try to do my part.

(The latter has all been uncerscored by wad and thnis added on
the margin:™ne little cdear cidrn't realize trat childreaz are a lia-

bility, not an asset.® C3Z.)

You nurse each otner up good and itzke this easy this winter, anc before you imcw
it we'll all be back to look after you and stay a good long time. To all of you e se:d
all the love of cur heartg=-—=-=

Tacora, X
Oct. 29, 1891

fiy Dear lLotker;

It is Abbie's turn to write hcze, but she is busy wakirg se a tea zown, so
I will write to you. I think you zust be better by tnis tiie or Ez would gave written a-
gain, anysay I console myself witn tnat trnought and trust and nope you are well azain, for
it makes me pretty blue to know that a-~y of you are 31ck wnen we are so far away.

4 as feeling first rate myself, althourn 4 don't slesp very rell nizrnts znd +4na
makes me dumpisn turougs tne day. Caarlie is still at ncxe with us alinousis nis s:oul
is considerably better ari he can no:. get on nis ccat. Tr. Allen, t:se i..3aurance ._an
hizm yesterday iaat ae wouldn't be able %0 use that arz in tso weeks yet anyray. 7
surance Co. telegrapned to see if he would take tnree weeka Pay anud call it square,
Allen told him zot to do it. You see he draws $2Z a week a:xi tnat is~ ¢ so0 var, bad
goes to tie cffice every day and keeps taings runnlng tnnre all tre tile.

James has four more teeth througch fais zorning, =makine fourteen in all. He is cuttin
thex quite easily, I trnink, nas a zcod apfetite all the tize a:d a trree nours ra:

.

ana sleeprs well all nignt longz. Iasn't trat doing rell?  Abbie is wmell as usuzl a..
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help to ze tre.e days, for it mnould be pretty naré for me to atterd Jases ani 2o
lie, but I guess we'll all get straightered out after awnile and feel betzer.

I will send you pieces or my new teagown in this. I got dow: pretty low asnu oi
aave ‘arythinz to wear sirce it got tco cool to wear my calico wrappers. I t.cusut ¢
have to send for Ec's blue dress skirt an= tnat wnite waddt of yours tnatv I wore last
suzrer. UoO you rezezber nor 1 looked in iren

I coulin't keep fro: crying nnen I read of_ol* gim!s death (DJad's notation-'

Yvre za_ily
norse, an oli tizer.")
but I o clad died a zatural death after all. It willke coasiderably less fcr fz%t.azr to
6o tnis wirter, not to have aim to take care of, s.a oz t.at account I ac glad. I -isa
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Grandza washere to show Cs1s3nis picuure boocks as s:e usel to lLellie, for e keezs =e at it
most of thne tize. e 7ad a nice letter fro- Azarda lasi neek.

I have enouvs left froz my tea rown to =2ke vawes a3 dress, so I'z zoing to
tnick dreases arn: mnite asrous for tie winter. re looks 50 cold in nis litsle
and they are getiing too szall for aim. &~e is lsarnins to say "Grandpa® now arc kisses
all of your pictures wnen 1 show trem to him. ke is a very sweet baby and Cuarlie says .=
wisnes ne nad four just like nim. _ :

Vell, mother, I ret sweaty if + write too long ani I guess now I nad better stop.
If there is a:ytning I can contribute tcwards zaking you or ary or tne rest, comfortable,
don't hesitate to tell me. It won't be lovg nox before we will be witcn you again and inat
thought ougnt to cheer us all uz, don's you taink, and keed us froz cetting blue? Lon't ycou
worry about me at all. Tell Ex Abbie will write acain sunday and wnen I am sick we will
telegraph, so con't be frigntened if you get a telegramr=-cmceuaa-
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Tacoma,
Nov. 9, 1891

My Dearest lLiother and All;

‘ Abbie nas been writing you a long letter, but I feel tnat I zust
add a few words if no more. Tre telegram cace last ni-nt » but I aad a miserable nigat
Saturday and all wuay yesterday I could nardly sit up, so Cnarlie tnougnt it best not to
show me tre message until tais morning. I wisr I could say some words that would cozfort
you all, as well as Abbie and I, but it is so hard just now to trink of anytning but our
great loss. I car only say that we are zourning witn you and it seems as if + must 1y
to you and give you wrnat comfort I could by being wita you.

I can't realize tnat the father I lovei so well I will never see again, but nis dear
face is before me all of tue time just as Ae looked in life, and pernags it is better so.
But zy heart acnes for you all in tne dear old hoze ard I will coze to you as soon as I
can, in a few montas. anyvway, if there is any comZort in trat thougat for you.

Tne waiting before we know tne rarticulars seeas so nard, but I ksow some one wiil
write as soon as tney possibly can. If 4 could only have been there to do sometninz -or
him to show him how I loved him it would neve bee: sucn a comfort,.

I think, wy dear zotner, taat to you it will be tine nardest blow, but I know .sat a
brave, true soul you are and that tais trying time you =#ill bear up for itne saks of thcse
#no are left to you. Tell Ez to be brave, too, for your saxe and we can all nelp eacn
otuer i: tnat way. I know Chnarlie and Fred will do all t..ey can Ior you anz take all tne
care of these sad days from ycur saoulders, an. that is cues a co.cfort to ze now. ZTrey
are dear good brotners and wen ard in a certain zeasure can fill tue place of tue dear cne
that has gone frox us.

This is tne saddest day I ever knew, and yet I ax trying to be brave because * t:irx
it is best. .rite jus: what we can co for you in every way arnd krow tnal our nearts ari
love are all with you. I can't write nore now but I will write very oiten anc more at
length after Ifve zotten used to this rirst awful sndck. Wits all the love o -y neart to
you all.  Your oun Ida.

[

Telegram: £:15 A.H. Noverber 17, 1801-
To Izcgene Snerwood, Oxford, N.Y.

ITS A BZAUTIFUL GIRL. UCTHZR ANIZ CEILS 30Tz CING FLE.

C.B.Eaton.

Tacoma,
Nov. 30, 1891

Ly TDear iotner;
. Tnis is my second dey out of bed and cy taby, Alice, isa't two weeks old
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until teozorrow nirnt. Don't you think L am guits saart? e first tninT @ want to zo is
to write to you all. It nas bee: dretty nard lving in bed reading jovr latiera an. anc.uing
I must keep calz acnd qulet, not ror my owrn sake entirely, tut ror ‘tns 32Ke 0: t.ie Littis con

After Cnarlie told we about tne telegram anc tnat zy dear fatner nad vone {rcz us,
I seeied to lose all tie strenztn I raa and trextled so I coulec harcly walk, a..2 I ter-an to
fear I wouldan't nave strenztin enougn for wy confinewent, but i vas sick sucs a snort tiue
and got tnrouga so nicely in every way, tnat I can't nelp but feel taat I have zuch to be
thankful for, notwitinstanding the fact tnat lae greatest sorrcw of my life has coue to ze
tnis pact month.

You don't know how constantly youare all in my mind, but it always seezs as if

father was tnere witn you ani I can't even iuarine wuat tne old nome is witacus nic. It
is an awful feeling to be so far away an. t0 knos tanat outsiders are coing =zore ior you taan
your ozn dauchters. I did think or telezrapaing tor soue ilowers, but you know we dicn't
hear arything from the first telegram u:til Anca s letter tie next week, and tco, tne wires
nere all dorn between nere and sast ol t..e nmou:tains, so trey would not nave gotiesa taere in
time anyway.

But I am going to do wy suare toward ne loing you end payinz Caarlie and Anza for :..at
they liave done. C. says + can come eas* early and pay you a £20d 8uz for .y boarc wuile
I an there arnd ¥ will nelp do the work, too, for ¢ am noct cowing noze for you to wait on
ne a3you did before, but to help. I think it 8ill be nice for Cuarlie s :0lus o take

-
-

tneir meals wita you but I dcan't thaink it »ill be nice for ner to do all tae wasaing ior
sne isn't able aru besices it won't be zood for you to nave it arousu ia coli weather. o0

I nope sue will tzink better of taat.
You con't know, cotner, now consoling it is to think that fataer died at :zoze
and in Cnarlie's arms. It would nave been dreadful if se nad been at tnie shép and all
alore. I am trankiul, too, tuat ne dia not nave asy long sickness to zake him: sui.er.
You know how nard it was for nim to be conrined to tue ncuse or bed. .nat a comrort your
picture of aim :zust be now! I woulun't take a:uy acount for mine, but i you uada't any
I sould bring it back to you w:iea I caze.
Abbie a:d I talk about ratrer ané you all wost of t.e time aad we will coze
noze just as soon as «e can. Jnat a dear brave girl BEm -nas been tarough it al
surely zet ner reward. fov is Grandea now? Tell rer tnat wy nurse nas a uanz
hers when sie ruba ze and has resinded wme so zucn of her in otner ways. J3ne is
yet but will go tozerrow nizht. The way I nave cc..soled myself because I can't 3.0
my baby girl rigat away is in thinking how much better sne will 1look wien you <o see .er.
She is a nice biz baby a:d crer hair curia in little ripgs all over ner uead, I
will have blue eyes, but can't tell yet of course.
Everyone speaxs oi Jaues' Pyes. Abbie tock nim doun to”“ the
him up tne otfice stairs; trney met a wan and C. said “re seem to take
#ell, tne man says,"if I nad as fine a %ooking boy as tuat Itz
stairvay!® Charlie is very proud of nim, ani I guess I su a littl
I %as corn stairs to dinrer yesterday; I wwmalked down and Cnarl
de had quite a severe shock of earthquake at 3:1€ in tne afternOOn. I lay oot
it snock me up pretty well, but I rasn't afraid for I didn't realize wasi it w235 uatii it
i
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was over witn. Yy little bady is ceryirs for her dinrer, so I .uat siod. Jus
as I can get wy nurse aad girl paid off tre:. I'z roirg to send you all so.etul
feel nard tomardis zme because I naven't dene so before t:.is. Take zcoa care oI
and don't get sick. 4ry 1o be as cozfortable and contented as you know fat.er
to nave you if e xnen, and I think he <oes. It scexzs zore inas ve car bear ncw, 22z

2r cnes,
but *in tre wor-ing™ we will all be xiti nim again. I believe tnis anz tuoe Tuougsiy ctoIcris
me, DJr. Bradford never ssoke itruer words trnan wv.en he saiz fatuasr uas tie Mtrusss an. tea-
derest of fatners™, and we nave lefi one of tne zost faitaful and tender cf motners--io
bless trne:z both. Hitn lovem——=cme—cee-—-
~18G2~
Thuraday A.l...,
Jan 6, 1892~

Wy Dear Motner;

I have a kittle tiwe to zyself tnis worning anc #ill spend it writinz <o you.

5@



-
We are all well as usual. I tnouzft 13sC acoe wiau o 2ome. cag comin cdowxa Tita tie WndSo-
ing cougn, but as ne has stopped couzning ani 13 £ood natured oace more 1 Zusss it was no-
thing but a hari cold. Tne baby is growing very fast, ani grows pretty, to90. ..is3 Sill-
ings wis here Londay ana she said she thournt it was tne prettiest baby ot it3 age sue sver
8aw. fier eyes are large ani sort of a blue gray color, very aucn like fatner s aré zZu's
and her hair is growing ligrt colored. I tcok ner out in tne carrize yesterdfy for an-air-
ing for tae rirst tiue and sre seezed to enjoy it.

I want to show you 2y babies so I can nardly wait, but when ¥ think of taxing tsat
long journey wita two babies it seexs like a big thing to do. But I shall surely come if
I can and as soon as possible. I krow, motner, just how lonely you are sithout fatner, ani
how you miss his loving care of you, and zy neart acnes ror you all tae time, but don't
brood and grieve over your sorrow; you know that would make fatier feel worse traa anytning
else if ne were living, to know that you were sad. Go out all you pcsaibly can aad be as
cheerful us you can for tae sake of ine cnildren you have left to you. It willi make us
feel so when we ccme nome if you are not well and looking well.

Jan. 12th‘

1 began tais nearly a week ago, 2s you will see, and nave only just got arouad tc fin-
ish it. There is nothing in it but.wnat will keep, so I %ill send it along. e zot a nice
letter from Em yesterday and one from Jellie tais zorning. There is notpinz we enjoy so
much a8 a letter frow home, and we matca for thne posiman very anxiously waen it is tize
for niw. 4rs. Kilpatrick nas been over and taken James unome witn aer, anu i am rocking
tne baby witn one nand wnile I write witn the otaer. Jazes knows all of your pictures
now and calls you "nanna" for grandwa. ne grous 8o fast and looks so big since tue baty
caue!

Charlie arnd I went Sunday night to near Frances kurphy at tne Cong, Cnurch. de got
there a half hour befors time and tne church was packed solid way tarougnh tne vestibule
and they were ssniing tuem down in the churcn parlors, and tiiey were packed too. e nad
to go doan there, but lurpay cars down there and spoke as lon~ as ne nad up stairs, so
we didn't lose anything. There were 200 signed tne plecge tnat time. Cnarlie wantes to
go again last nizht, so we vent. There were not so many there as the nigat berora, bdui
every seat vas full. That great crowd sanz 3Joy to the wWorld™, and it seexsd to ze, zoiuar,
“hat father stood rignt beside of me singirg I could hear him so Plainly as ne used to
sing that hyumn.

Dear old fatner, nom he 4id enjoy anytning of taat kind (anc no= his grandcailaren
have backslid!). He is conslantly in my tnougnis and I have 80 sany, zany pleasant t.in-~s
to remewber of nim,  If I cowe hcme, wotier, you and I %ill go up to tne place .anere n2
is sleeping asi plant some or the nicest flowers we can find. I ion't kieow wnaat consitisn
tne yard is in, but we will nave it all fixed aice, ani I kiow you will like nelping we is
tais, and everytaing stall be fixed just as you want it.

Sometiwes Crarlie talks as if ae coulda't bear to taink of wy taking tie babies aad
going away for tse wnole summer. But I will coxze if I can, you may rest assured, a.:i il
%e ca:u rauise tae money for tae trip. (How nistory repeats itself!) I wait to see you all
80 much. - ‘
Abbie nas rixed over my black silk and is now fixing wy broadeclotn 2ni tuney dota
look about as gooc as new. And I got ze a newu one tie otier day trat I am zoiaz to nave
made next. It is a black cazelette; do you kaow what taey is? S0 you see I ac gettin
tnings in shape once more, and there was need enouga ror it, for I nadn't ariytaing but y
teagow: tnat was fit to wear. .

It is afternodn now a-d I ve been all day trying to finisn tnis letter. Bot:i tue
babies are asleep now and Abbie Nas gone downtown and it seexs very quieti nere. You :ay
taink I don't do much as I keep a girl, bu: I tell you, mctner, I trot ull day loaz and
it keeps xe busy tending two babies. I am trying hard to teacs James to use a ciair, tul
ne doesn't teacn very fast. «ell, I must coxb wy nair and zen: some before tney waxe up,
so will have to stop. ) '

Write as oiten as you can, mother, ané + will do tne same. I send you iots o love--

~

Friday A.M.,
Feb. 12, 1€92

m

iy Dear liothner; I inteaded to answer your nice letter yesterday, but £Oot up wit.. sucx
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snapping neadacne I coulin't 2at any breakfasi zn: rad to £d back to bed. I 3lsct u“.iI
noon ani az all rirat again today, aitncugn IZve rad a queerly ieeliing aead evsr zince I
had tnat cnill, qu I gusss I'll coze out all rigit waen I get rested up.

Abbie ia hurrying as fast a3 she can to finisa a ccuple cf dreszes trnis acek so I
know you'll forgive ner for not writiug just at preseust. I aa sorry, xotzer, trat you
nave to work at all, and it worries me all tue tize. I wisi I could come in add give you
a lift. I trual and nope tiat ii it is a0t s0 I can come noue tails suzzer tue geci word
will spare you and dear old grandma u:til I czc cowe. Trincs may work arounu so I can
come after all., I could coze alone, but I Zon't believe I xouid live to zetl trnee wita tae
t#o babies. It was a hard journey out for two of us witn just Jaxes, and you «no nave
never taken tne journay can't iragzine wzaat it would be for e witn two of tuem, wo look
after. I sill be willing, tuougn, to werik pretty nard to coze and see you and zon't be=~
grudge tue money it takes to do so, provided we can raise it, a:mu I think you kucu itiat.

I think it is all rizat for you to do vhat you can for Cnarlie anc Anna, tney uave
done so wuch, but don't overco tne zatter and look out for yourself first of all. I t.ink
tne snop would make them a nice home anc & tnink it woulsd be nice to nave tnexd tnere so
near you, but it is yours =2:.d Granira's ani trey ougat to allow you sozetning for itv, ana
I presume tney will. I don't think you can afford to give it aray, do ycu?

Don't let them see this letter, motier, for tney mizat tmke ofiense, alt: wcuzn I zean
none whatever. I just tnougnt I would like to talk things overy wit: you, and ti.ey ziznt
not thick it any of wy business, seeing I've cdone notuing for you yet. I thisk we all
ought to sonsult teget:.er as to ti.e best means of making you aac grandza trne most com:iortable
and when you two are satisfied ther I snall be. Hoe mucn do you owe Crarlie now towards
experises?

I 7isn I could have you, , and Grandma all come sad live witn me and mayte I
will be able to souwe day. But I den't tanink you'd really be contanted avxay out here.
ihen I think of hox I want to see you all it secus as if 4 coula fly to you, I taink of
you all tne tize and wonzer how you are and xanal you are doiag.

Tne bubies are well as can be and growing like weeds, and they keep us busy look-
ing after taem. Jares can get down ine steps now, amuu everytice tze door is open ne startas.
I cnased niz about two biocks tiie otner aiternoon berfcre I caugut hi*w

I suppose Ez nas begun playing for t.e Catiiclics by tnis tize; I nope s.e =
them and they her. Tell zer to keep up a goci neart and ner siste r S 1 l coe 1o e
it is a possible taing. (((=m o : —== : o
iWrite often an. keep us postad as to acT you are; zo:'t rant fOr I u.tnn GS28s5.cu, L.t tei

it a.id send tne bill to us and we'll cee tnat it is paid. ((éw,

de 're going to se:& you scue woney a3a soon as w8 can, tut den't wast for a.ytiing in .l

v

meantire. I've lois of mending %0 dc an¢ must close now. I lady told Abbie tie cti.sr isy
sne thougnt we kept our. criiloren “bnautifully clean® anu tuat Jarmes cluays locked like a

little 'spow drop®; just think of it! With lota of love, my dear wotner=-=-—-----

Tacoma,
Karch 6, 1802

l.y Dear cnes;

Abbie has gone to church and Charlie niae gone to tie office, so I'. zlene o=
niznt witn tne bsbies, and waile tuey are good I'll try an:i write you a licvtle leite
haver't neard from you in almost t.o weeks ari I've worried about you constantly, out et
I can't nelp but tnink that if any of you wers very aick tuere is encugin otl.iers i.ers to
wiite and let us kuow.

I've beea in tre nouse for a day or two iitn a swollen jaw, it beinz ulcserate: uncer

e e

oy plate. It doesn't raic ze any but it Zcessn't Loox verj oretty. I'z wogoerin- now
suat I'll rave next. Tre baby keecs =nell a.:i zoou raturec tsnrougrn it all an: i.at ia gulite

o

a help. oSne was ratan of a cross baky at :irst \(an_ Du-ll 13),uut sne Ffro.s zeci
the time and isn t a:y care 2t all. I put ier to bed at nzli past Zive every niyrnt and

that is all we heer or lier uatil morning. Abbis ani I took tnem down Tuursiay 252 rad treir
photes taxen anc ve can nsve scee oo tren next uatur’ay 80 you'll srcbably set sc_e o ti=
about a week froz this letter. I tiiink tue bzdby's «ill be zcod anc I wantez sll =i ycour
preseats to snow, bu. we Iorzot to unbutter ns:r clcak so your i1ittle zin acesn's Tat

u:
(' (1
-

sne rau it on and tne little aress ycu tace for wer. I Jii.'t save awy larre cnes 1aisz:
of Jares for ne is all out of clotres, but ni= little wister cap loozed nice ou aic sc I

-
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nad it taken with tret z2rd nis cloak--t:2 cne ne wore freo a2 o130 L2t .2 15 wl_o.. .gar-
ing with t.e aduition of a little Zur. Ze cul up 8O tnal iz cou.: only re% niz lau-..iuoz
but it locks just like niz vaen we caten niz L siscniel.

Atbie and I nere as tired wnen we zou nce as if we nad done z wasninr. fou o'z

xnos now 1 ache tc bring trez in to see you all, anz every cay I zet zore nczesick tc ses
you, ry cear ones, anc be witn you all. I would insist :=n cozing ir Cnarlie ras6't so -
“0 we. e coes everything ne can for ve, a:c.so I know he'd let ze coze if it .as ac ue
couli. I shall set my neart ca cominz aiter tie uol ueatner a:iyway, and it 1 .9 cowne
snall expect to stay all trrougn tae lcnesowe winter wita yeu. I know you are a ood sea-
gible mot:er and will approve of «y doing what I tnick is for tre best; inat is all .2 can
do, you know, and trust it is for tie best.

Cnarlie sent Lizzie a little birt:.cay present tne otner cay; I feel xind or bad abou
it for({ear y%§<:olks souli feel slic..ted, but you needa't ,/f X;?r turs %ill cowe scon
now. M= b¥ MET 2 e T I fnet—*—e’Shcr1ﬁt3131we

Abbie nas s=id eve;y dey inis xz;b~:nau ane bet Em was sick, but I nope sne ian't
an? tnat we will hear tomorrow tzat you are all rizat. I wish Ex could locikk in nere and
see my room. It was as nsizt as wax an aour ago, but now Jaues aas everyiaing o
thrown into trne midile of tae floor. fie keeps trings stirred up all of tle
be glad when I can let nix out of dcors and let him run. Charlie tninks e zrow
like Nellie. I tnink we will probably call tne baby Alice, altnough we really naven
cided yet.

Abbie took her red teagown down yesterday to have colored for a dress and it .ill
zake ner a rice one. e are begirning to be trouble: with motas and f£ini iv won't day us
to keep ruch ahead. I wish you would ask Anra if sne can do anytning «its the walst sne
gave ze; I've only wor: it twice ance its a goocd as rew. I 2ate to nave it lay arour. a:d
be eater up by muthe. Tell her tnat tre style nere is to lcok a3 tiin as a rail a:u a
gsociety lady was criticized in tne papers tas otner day because sne only wore tizuts uncer
her ball dress to give ner tnat ezfect.

How are @narlie and all or tnem, anc have you neard from hattie lately? Tell Grz:dra
trat I vant ner to gee my babies dreadfully. I know sne would love taexz. I wis. jyou, s

ct

(g}
ct = 7

3 o~y
and Em were out rere this suzzer; can't you sell tre house axnd cowe alonz? If I nad :zonay
enough & would coze after ycu quick I tell you. nink of sozetrning ror you to te fatuer

I 11
every time I vrite; I never snall realize until I come back tuat he is not taere wits you
all. It rust be so lomssoxre ithere =witnout him. ,

Tre baby is worrying for ner dinrer, so I will close. - iitn best love------

Thursday Eve,
April 7, 18%2.

My Dear Cnes;
It is 9 r.m. and I've just gotten trne baby i: bed. 8ne usually is tucied auay
before 7, but tonigat seezed very wide anake for sowe reazon or otrer. I thi.k caybs ue

teetnh are coming, for are acta like it, but at last I aw at liberty ior a little zuile and
#ill start a letter to you. e have very busy days noi, 1or we are tota out of iae noticn
of doing nousework and it coxes rather nara anc we are Prelty siow, bul we manare 10 rel
tarouzn after a fasnion. Today we got around so nicely tanat we rac tiie L6 20 cut ior a
couple of hours ((aﬂﬂﬁg!gwtaxgmﬁmzu%—be.gr—euqr’ and give tae babies an airinz., It .id

thew lots of good, but it made their ma feel ratuer weary
C. ccu.es nome 10 luncneon now a:s: ~e cook xzeatr victua:
we are rnot rolling in idleness. Je nave nau wmziserzble wez

O say ti.e lLeast.

8 taree tiies a day, =0 you

v er ior a nees or 39 ana last
ERvte)
T
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aigut it sroved a little ard nailec soze, dut I guess It won't cowpare nitu tns nars siors
in tne east trat zve zade sucs creadful vork. I ar glal ior you inat suczer is crn ine
way, ard wnen I think of how Oxford lcoks in tihe spring, waen tie trees are beginning o
leaf out, it zive me an awful "I-nant-to-zo-nome" feeliuz.

- I am glad you were pleased wit: baby's looks; everyore ners says toe paotcs do aci
¢o her justice. By tue way, Em, I u.isn you =ould serd ue Lica vneeler's 2:iuress, m.. + .ill
write to ner and sesi ner some pnotos. Andé anotrer tzld-, you ask if ¥ »ill accegy o1 your

cnair for Alice, to wnicn I reply t:nt * 3nould be only teo rlad of it ir ycu cau =rare it

but I'd like to rave you wait and zive it to ner wvren sre is olc usn 3 g

¥R0 gave it to rer. But you can o ust asyou Disezse atout t:.at, I nerely suzzest i,

I wisn "ou‘d s2:¢ me tnat baty Flcthr‘ 2% cine tnat was 1. your locket; wili return it
.
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if you want ze to. I liket:s bust niciure of ielilis very zucnh, only I zo.'t 4nink it 4oes
her justice, but tne cilier one I can't s=e tae riret bit of likeness to ser aa: suould nos
have Imown it. Zer nair cas zrown very fast and is lovely I tnink. Abbie ani I take tur:s
nolaing it and loking at it and tziking about ner. Tell rner we are very prcuc or our litile
neice.

I wish some of you would write us sometning about natti ect
s8ick. " Sne owes me a letter, but I am zoing to write to .jer as soon as 1 can Zet tre crance.
Lotner, ycu dor't know how mucan I taink of you, anc of tre load of sorrow an: loa
you bear so bravely. Fatner s deatn has been harder for you thar any oi us, zni yet ycu
nave been so brave ana patient tar.ugs it all. It seezs as 1 + couldén't nave it 80, on
your account, for I can't bear to thnink tnere is a.iy sorros for you to bear, and yet "earin
hath no sorrous taat neaven cannot heal" ana I Pray tnat tne nealing may coze to you and to
us all. I canzot realize tnat it is five —ontns tomorrow ginc2 fatner died; Tize passes so
8wiftly when we are so busy. Tiere is scarcely an nour wnen + 4o not think or niz anc tre
many Kinc things ne did for wue wnen I vas nome.
I will finisa 4uis tomorrom, I am so sleepy—=e==-
- It is evering agai.. anc azotcer day's work cone anc I car finisn ry letter. It
seems a3 if Yames nad been unusually miscreivious today, but ne is so cute one car't zet
vexed at him. He is learring to talk guite fast and trieu to say everytuing taat we do.
aow I wisn you coulu all see nix anu enjoy nis cunning ways wits us. I've bakeu pies and
cake today and had fairly zoou luck. Tais is ay "poor day® and 1 ion't feel muca like
#riting, so will ciose. Every loveingly yours, IZa.

s, 2nu wnen sne sxp

Tacora,
hay 28, 1&G2.

wy Dear Granimotner;
Tnis afternoon while James is asleep I anm going to try en. write ycu a

letter, all by yourself. You down't know now mucn I thirk of tae Pictures o you all 4axse

in tne sitting room at howe. It is so natutal of you and mctner t.at it semws aliosi as

if % was with you. Janes points you all out and calls you by name and ne taisizz tazt hellie

#itn her lamb in ner lap is very fuany.

Botn of wy babies nave been sick tnis week wita nara colus a=d tone baby is teetiinc pe-
sides. Nigiht before last we got quite alarmed about ner and sent rfor tns docter; g
sne had symptoms of spasws. Je coctered ner prstty lively ior awaile auna now sae is absout
well again. James coug:.is zari and caanot keap anytaing on nis stomaciu at all auc coesrn't
nave a~y apletite to szeak of. I wisn you could see =y pvabies, zrandrma. Everyone 3
trhe baby is "too sueet to live" (( commpes? aswmerbt>Fou?))anu it wakes me zad <o nave

ol

a
gay it. James a3 wore craracteristics developed, but he is just as cuie and sceet as e

can be. He talks everytiing most anc makes soze very quser apeecrnes. BSverytime Ciarlie
starts downtown ne runs to tre door an: tells nim o bring "strazberry snoricake".

I have a good girl now, only sie tninks sue knows it all and you can't teil wer
anything, but sue likes babies aind is £00d t0 tiiem, 50 tnat is a good ueal. I gen awniully
lonesoxe since Abbie re:t to sesing, buil sne w35 50 a.xious to t.al I ¢ide't ma-t to slsier

e

her. OCuarlie ani I are invited to a swell wedding next Wednesday of ore ¢i' tn
in Tacozma. I{ is Jares Ashton tie lawyer for tie ...P. railrcad ac: is wocrs.. sev L
dred tiousand. Txs bigz men nere dox't but on hal: as many airs as souwe cf tnose upstaris
back east like J.3. Van Yagoner witn nis little salary of a tuousand a year; %.at ic i:at I
like about t:is country. .

I got pretty well run down wnen I wasé doing uy ownn work, but < am ieelinT better noa.
C. takes pe a rice every day now waien it is Dleasant and it i. soing .= lots oI zoou. ueil,
it is tize for vamwes to wake up, anu tie daby is fretticz for .er dinrer, so I cuess + .ili
have to stop. Jaxss maces me rub nis back just as you useu to mine, and it ma:
of you every time 1 Zo it. How £co. you use: to be 1o us chilirea, you cear ol< soul
have notuing but goocness to reieuber of you, All zy love----——--

23 I

Tiinx
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Tacora,
Juue 29 r 16920

a0
o  ———— A ks Sam "G onauma. et [P
e
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iy Dear dister;
Charlie an¢ I are just in frcz a call on irne Gill espie's ... it i: ten !

clock, tut rne ras sat coaun to resz awnile, so I iz going to at least T=sin a L r
all. e are pretty lonely aere toniziat, :or Abbie took James tuis vorain: =zdd
Lrs. Squires ard 3arah over -to treir suczer hoce at ﬁollo;chet, ane tner oiil ot de noc
until Friday noon. I never was away iroc Jazes but one right before, anu you can't zue
now I ziss nim. GHe wert 0:f so happily talking about tie "steamboai" e ras zoinz to ri
on. T.ey started at eignt o'clock, an: just aiter tiey rent Cuarlie ard 1 crove out 1o
Park Lecige an: <icn't get back u.til noon.

T:e cottage is still empty out tuere un: i:e real esiate ma:n told C. last eve tnat
tnere were three or four fawmilies tnat tantel it ana tue ones wuno got trere iirst could
have it. 8o we we..t riznt out ane ti:en caze noze a:iu tnis after:oon nave packed a lozd of

e

P

furndture an.: se:st, but we may not go until after the Fouria. It nas be2n as ol rere :zor
tne past week 23 it ever gets in Tacozs 2nd tne city weter is so bad we are airaid we will
all get sick Out there we will have scsriang water azd it wiil ve sucn a lu
Abbi® has been busy all tae time, but nos tne work is slackiayg up Zor

I =2

dull seaso:.,
30 - <kink she will go wit.s us. 372 way coze in tarcugn tne day anl cous ?

e <
oul Taere nigais.
r v
=3
2

Just as I was starti:g tais morsinge tiie postman brought yourz a:sd motuer's leviers awd
Abbie got one from you Lionday, 30 we nave naid a treat. Abbie cried all o:f tus foresoon, iz,
after getting your leiter, to think you and motuer were working for tacse mi:c azpreciatec
t so little. It made me so0 xad I could aardly coantain =myself. The zost melcose neus I

nave heard in a long ti;e is toat you nave stopped deinz Anma's wasning. In

ave
80 aboyt taat; we won't let you lose a.ytning oy it. t looked so gooc to see =c.uz of
nother s handsriting. Bless ner sweet soul, it seezs as if 4 coula not waii any longer %o
see hef.

Tell her James aes not cried in t.e aigat for over a week now and we fesl quite
encouraged. e .ioctered niz for worzs, but it dida't do a.y good. I ax just keeginz aix
rore quiet taroucn the days a:nc giving nim a long nap, uad it sorks like a cnarm. When I
get him to sleez in tue after“oo; I nave to tell nim a long story atcui taking ithe stearcar
aid goirg way back to graniza's uause rext suwwer, and ne nas got it all by neart snd zays
"namba® (graucaa) %ill give aim "cooities and =ilk™. He naus sometiing for eaca o0f you 4 wo
for him; he is awfully cute and sreet.

Tie oazy las been sort of peevish, for her, lately, and I made up oy mind trat I
-

dida't rave =ilk erougn for ser, so I az feecing ner iellins foo? row and sne is ALy a3
can be. I nave besn quite a little, Icr me, lately. Last week BEmma tock ze ic i otirsze
of the June liusical restival ani yesterday Lr. =all ook us on bozrd t..2 mzn of ~ar, :2
Baltimore. T.e Couzercial Club La: a special iavite and 7e i3 a xeulsr. It is <.e zs. e
snip they caze near cpening Zire can at Valparaigo during %tis Chilean troutle; czo jyou rs-

member?  The canron throw a 240 it. ball nine wuiles; hnow is thnat?
I tell you, Em, you'd anpteclate Abbie if you couli near ner maxe dlans for you ard
her. 5Sne is tryirs ner best to get to be wners she can be a real uelp vo you ali, a
taink sae will saceed, {fcr all <hat sne nas done work for nzve core tre eeccnd t
of that class of people that think noiiing of paying a biz price for work. one says s:e
is going to nave you come and help ner; now would you like that?
Id glve anytiiing in the wice world, if I possessed it, to have you, uictrer
ma out nere wiir us wnere you couli enjoy our norse and acme. I can see now tuut it is
best, fi;anc ially, that =e waited beicre cozing east ior %. . 2

]
fair =e will be able to get rouad triz tickets for $6C, iite a r
tnan $125. I tzink Crarlie is atout as nozesick to go east as + am for Lz talis abcun it
a great deal and is all tue wiile telling cdaces wnat tuey will do back ilere.

I tnink the Catnolics zust like you spretty well ani I aam gla3d ituey o, for I «.o. you
are capable. I near. their big Professor salmon play asre tue otrer day ana I ciui.n't sse
as ne played ary better tinan you z2uc he nas $2.%5C ror lessons. Cnariie says "i.en Zn czuzs”
ne is going tc ret 3 piano.

I thinx zcther is very kind tc let me nave sawetnisz of father's and I rave taouris
of two tl.ings, eivier of whica iEJ like to nave soze tize. Tnose tnings are cre ol nis
clarionets cr tiat 2icture of ne an: nis broiner; a:x I asxkiagr teo wuen? I cza s=e Lin ‘usi
a3 he looked slaying tne clarionet, znu on now it zade ce feel to see aim tryinr 4c fiay,
tre succer I vas east, acd ot be able to zet nis dreatn! I can see iz, teco, P4zt zo e
used to look zorainrs wne: ne came in tre bedroca aird tock Jzues anl started ror toe oiiiin:
rocm riere 0iser was. _ear olc fail.er, cau it be 1 will ..ever see nix 4rsre arain?

Tell =ctrer 1 will write ner us scon as 1 set settled at tie lake an. t2il ..2r
not to feei surt at ar Jt .ing Abbie uwrote thg ot ar day, Zor sne 2as V2sy Luta LrCLLL Ui

. 7/



1'd like ic see ore of Iy criliren talk to you as they allown heilie to. 2ut sue iasn'i to
blame; di: sne ¢o well at tne Acadex
by love to you all-===---

Big jump here (maybe you have some of thez} to:

Oct. 17, 1£92

iy Dear Ones;

I finished just now a letisr to Deak, and now I'z zoing to begzin oue o m
sou, tut I'm afraid I'm so sleepy I won't te sble to finish it toniznt. e éida't get any
letter frow you today, but we had a nice one from Ea the last of last week, so I think ycu
sust 21l be well. I was not surpsied %o hear of lrs. Judscn's deatn after I neard of lfer
1all for.it c1‘n t seem possible trhat a lady of her age could survive that. How Teal =ill

miss her, =on't she}

(Tuesday a.m.) I couldn't keep =y eyes oper to write any more last nizht znd this
zorning I don't feel zuch better, for the baby kept us awake a good snare of tae aigat.
There didn't seem to be much the mmtier with her, only restlessnzss, but it is so seldom
that we hear anytrzinz Jrom her after she is put to bed trhat I tanournt sae must be sick.

¥e gou your letter tuis morning, motner, and was glad as ze always are to® hear irca
you. You don't krniow how gladly I ould ccze nome for ire winter if I could, but we coulin't
raise tne necessary zmoney to coxe wita now, even if everytaing else sas -avoraole. It is
a slack tiwme now wrnile they are changiag judges and probably zon't be a:y better uatil afie
the first of Jaruary. C. has scme $4CCO oning him, but it is hard to ccllect saytaing just
before election, so you see I'll nave to wait. But I lonr to wrap you up in my arss, just
as you ao u3, ani I will hope tne time will not be far cistant wien I can.

I aw feeling pretty gocd now 7ithé the exc°p+ion oi uzy lame lez. I've nad two rides
in the last tsc weeks &né that is the only time I've been out aur during trat tize, dut it was
not wnolly because I don't feel well, but bscause I haven't anytning to =ear. Abhie is
not se:ing today, a:xd she has gone down in the city to see what sue can find ze for a cloai
and get me sometninz to fix my dresa. I sit hete alone wita ey babiss cay after day, zau
try t o izagine wnat it would be like to nave you zll here witn me. Jouldn't it be nics,
thougnh? Abbie is very much better and I think sre is cozing out 2li rigat. I was worried
about her at first, nut now I think sne is all rigut again. de mave vorriez about Cud's
rheusatism, but 1 think ne zust be better, or you would rave sai. so.

Abbie anl I laugn anu say we wisn 3z could see this ‘girl of mine work. one is cer-
tainly the slowest czortal I ever saw ar saze is just as particular. Zverytaing ras to
be just so, and she tries to get Jsmes to zo out in tae back yard to eat so ne won '+ zuss
up anything. She irons diaspers just like napkins and piles thez all up witr thne edges
even, then I go and pull thew out of the middle ard wuss tues all up just to botaer ae
Sne i3 very pious, and sne asked James tne other day &r he didn't want to be a fowm coy 30
he could go and live with the angels and he said, "naw!™ I'm sure you'd tzink ne was 4
years old instead of tuo; he appears so old.

I cannot realize tiat it is nearly a year since fatner was taken away; tne tlize cces
so fast! I know you must miss him more ani zore all of tne tize and I can't izagine wrau
it 7ill be like without his dear face in tne old home. Coes Urandra keed weli all of tne
tire? Tell ner tnat James will sit on ner lap and look at pictures just as *»ellin used vc.
I #ill =mrite Ex soon, tne dear olc girl, hos I want to see ner. I'1ll nave to stop now
for it is luncn tize. With best love-——=--

Tacora,
MNov. 23, 18G2
My lear xother; .
de received your loving motnerly letter tris morning and I sas very umucha
grieved toc know tnat you sers feeling so poorly. I wisn you woul: be wore careful ot
yourself; ii you are not 1 snall give up all nopes of ever seeing your dear lace avain.
(now caeeriuil)
I den't expect nytninq else tnan that you'll work yourself to deatn barcre ue sse



-t ’ ' ' 7 -ge-
you azain, out + do nope you will be careful ior Sur sades, for ve long FOr you as such as
you can pessibiy long for us. Ida says w=rat zakes vou fe2l so bad about mctiner morxing

as sne wants things 3s they are an: likes tne work or else spe woulcn't ¢c it. Anu I guess
that's about tne way to look 2t it, isn't it?

I suppose you nave got tnem paid ornce for wnat they aid for you and now you are cooz=-
encins and payinz them over again. 3But I am sorgettiac zyself; I xace us =y zini vren Sz
wrole you were still boarding trnem taa* I woulcrn't say anoiner word in any way, and tunis
is the last. Dear mother, do as you like am wisan to, ani in days to cocme I +.ilil bear *re
consequences and tiry to feel it is all riznt.

((You certainly zot your cispotiion fro
" Sherugy, «idn't you?))

iake tiem be careful with ner arc not se:c rcer to scnool a:ry more uatil anotner fall. Poor
dear grandma, we were sorely grieved 10 near sne w#zs so pcorly. Tell ner =e talk about ne
very often and woulc zive a ~0od deal to see ier dear face tonignt. e taink of all tne
kind and loving taings sne has done For us all an: think sue -ould enjoy little Jaumes ané
Alice if sne wes where tiney are. James woulc keep ner busy telling him stories, I's zure.

Ida and 1 are alone torignt; Crarlie went to Zortn Yakica rfriday aud we excected rni-
nome last nighat, but ne telegraphed ne woulun't be noze urtil scmetice dedresday. Ida's
girl left yesterday; sre was taken sick Saturcay anu thougmt 3ne nad better stoz work Ior
tae winter and stay witn her sister, as sne was sick tnis sape zay all last winter. one
was one oi it se old growlers, and Ica saic if taere was any growling done she wentea to
do it. &0 we have got to breax in anotner girl; it mak:s it very bad for we for I xas o=~
inz to comzence tne wedding clotnes today, and ii I don't find a zirl rignt avway I sisll
have to give tie work up, tfor trne time is sacrt that I have to do tne worik in. It will
be a disappointreat to ze, for I need tne wozey badly. I haven't anytning to wear, ani te-
sides that I wanted soce money to spend for Xmas, but it seezs as tnougn I always rave leuss
then then at any other tize of tie year.

de had a nice ietter frcm Aunt Sue last weak; we thougnt sue had forgotten us, but
am glad to find we ars mistaken. I think I wrote you about our Thanksgiviag; ax slec vau
rad soxeone with you, tut suppose it was all work ar: not mucnn pleasure for you.

You ask wren Ida expects tc be confined; sine says nov until February, but { con't
think it will be lonz after lNew Year's day, and I swoulecn't be sur2rised to rave ser tauen
sick a.y cinute, for sne looks as bir as sune ever ¢ii before. She saic a few misutes aco
now would you like to nave me sick vonizint, ani wanat wouls you do? I tniuk I could vetu ire

de are so glad that Neilie is getting better. &e worried a Zreat <eal zbout ner

-

guests here in a hurry ard get along all rignt, so I doa't worry wmuch, but still wouis be
glad if it was all over witia.

Tne regular passenger train on tne Norirern Pacific was neld up and rcbbsd 4na otcer
nignt; over thiriteen nundred dollars taken from tie Passengers, besiues watcnes a.c ot..er
jewlry. how would you like to mave tees on the train?

de have nad serval cases or szallpox rere; I went by tue block uner
times, but thougnt notuing of it. I nave not ary fear cr it vhatever; supgos
nealtn officer knew I nad never been vacianratsd e wouli ‘be ai'ter me, but I n
i I can avoid it. Olive Squires nas nac rurning sores ever since sue ixs va
I'd just as soon hazve smallpox as taat.
flell, T =ust say goodnight for tnis time; #ita an abundasce of love for eac:. a:d
all. Your lovirng daughter,

a3 several

i, tne

ver will te
iated zaz

Abigail.

Tacouwa,
Dec. 25, 1892

iy Lear Cnes;

I haven't written you in soxe tize because I've besn so busy getting
Xzaus, but t:nis worninz ve nhave couze to a sitandstill for sast or waterials, sc I'll Lfaevatae
the tise 10 you. e're naviig a great ti:ze sere, Zor us, ior Tuesiay nigat abour 18 in
of sno. rell and we are navine a genuine winter. It is raining tais zoruing a.. via= =z
is welting and <aat is tne beut thinz about it in tais country, tuatis, taoat it dcean'
stay lonz. I has made great work, tor it 1as stoopad all tue elsctric and cabie cars
and taey are oaly just zettinr staried zain.

Ps

O



1 wany Lo ¢0 uo.n torn, but it is 30 zliscer ~etliz
gady for our Xoas3d tree, u€iiu naeve .isnes &5 1t us
Al‘?' dgh we grous Deaple don't sxpect to s 1op=
corn, 2n: asuch lirnt worx as I ccula uo oit ties iay-
lirrt Suniay, for tas cniliren are siaxe every mornin:- at tnat anud + tacu-ns ib wzula
be better thnan keeping thew up at nignt, for Cazea doesn't skesc o0d aiter any excits_s.3.
o) 1

((Tnat 8 Drotbably uiere our X_us sorois
\ tree castom started))
We sent you all, and Fred s folks, just s little “oken tnat I aope i

b 1C.. F3od
safely, ani motaer, I sent you the-first one o: a vear's subscrigtica to tnz noxe Journal
and wills end tne next number wit: tnis.

I can't begin to tsll you hew badly we “elt to hear taat granira nad 222 such 3 sad
spell, but I think she zuad be be+ter or you woulu nave written azain., I wish I coul: Le
there-to do oo~etx1n~ for uer, and to help you all, aau I hore to be befora ioar, but of
course I can't teil. I an feeling cretty well now, but Zdon't reat 2004 nizatls aae 1t wades
ze lazy tarougn tr.e day. I took care of Alice Ug Lo a weex age, nizkts, buy nad to sive it
up. I nope you'll like ner pistures; they lcok Just like zer, only larssr and clier t.an ,
sne does, anc thea sne nas prelty red cheeks, taat doa't show, of course. It ras Tharlic 3

e r.

idea sendingz Em tine picture and frame an: I héne she'll liye it. I tuouzat amayt
like sozetning else batter, but tnoucht I woulun't say dujt;-nc

Tell grandira, for ae, npt I want to see her awfully ana I tinink of ner 2il of
tize. I uas sorry to hear of Lkrs. Hazilton's death, a:ri can! t aelp but thnink wna
some Xmas it will be for Aidie. Dii ".ill pPostpone .ais rarriage?

I'm glad, zotzer, taat you sjoyed your visit at Fred's ssi tnat he nas sucs nice beys.
I want 1o ses them all so wmuch. Eow nice ani tnougntful it was oI liellie to taxe such zocd
care of grandma the day she .as sick; it zaksawe vanit to hug ner.

Charlie is to move nis oifice Jan. lst into a zuen better block, a new, rfir

e esroc?
one, rignt on ihe cable line ncme. I 4old hi: if ne'q g0 to tie world's Fair an: brir: yeu
all back with him that I wouldin't ask to £0. dould you come? I haven't tisz to write ._cra,

el> i

for I have some 0ud jobs to do and some mensing. I wisn Ex was nsre to ¢t
tree, for I erxioy it anz I knos sue woula.
ditr best love and a lLerry Xmas----

Tacona,
¥arcn 21, 1863~

wy Dear Cneas;

Abbie rot a nice letter froz motiner last nizht and I taink we nave Asa a nice
one from Em since we nave written you. This =oraing w#nile Abbdbie is wasains tue baby I'il
see irat I can do torard answeriig tnem.

Charlie bournt James an exprcs: cart, last week, and I've fixea 2iw anu sent rie
out to play wita taat, and we have tied Alice in a chair in the window tc waten nim =ni
keep ner oul of wischaief, so I guess I can write uncisturbed for a Tew ainutes. I a= £
pretty uell now, that is & have no achies or rains, but I am not so very strdong an. a v
little tires =e all out.

I don’t have excuza wilk for t:ie baty, s0 we ars Teeiing ner coniensed =ilk, too, =
ste 13 as happy as can be. Ir sne turivesz on it I zpall ~“ean aer aliogstuer for I au.: 30
get stronz e-~ough to do zy own work and save tnat little 320 we nave o Tay a2 girl sver;
ronth.

I zust tell you wna%t a tize I had SuniZay. Abbis went to cirurch ani: Cnarlie .ent
down tovn, an.: I 1zl tne babies ail u2 nere ig tne front room. Afier annile t..a ouby nesles
some ailk anu I hurried dow:. in tne kitchen 3.d fixed it, ani wnes I got back upstairs I

. .

wisn you coull nave been xitn ae sau seen Jazes an: Alica. One of tuew nad clicbed u
gotten a bottle of castor oil tiat I bourat tue day before, anu Jares naa scake. Alice
head and nis own, an: it was runsing all over uuﬁlr faices auu woutns; tne rloor -

too. Such 3 time a3 I nad clea:ing tnew up, and ey bole toox colds navisy <
wasned, anu tiey ot e:nough ol it down 30 it ;ﬂYalCned t.ex goou. That is one ©
teat "try zeo's BOul"“, but I coulin't h2lp but lauzn waen I sax them. J

n

arouni Ly neck an: kisse: me wit:n tris greasy face 221 said, "I voa' do so nov ZCre, .aua"
in suen a ferlora way iunat I coulin't sool. ties. I gussstiey got enoupn o1 it, .. Liey



Tacoma, Wash-
January 9-1393,

My dear Mother and All:-. Abbie is going downtown with James and the baby is
aslesp so L am going to seize the few moments of quiet to write you a little
lettere. I wonder what you will think of the last letter 1 sent you! The
pext day after 1 sent it, I found the last page here in ry writing pad and I
think it must have ended rather abruptly. I often wonder though how I

do as well as 1 do, for James and Alice always heXp(?) me every time I

write aletter. i1 will send the "last page' with this and the next time

1 will try and keep my wits about me, Charlie is out acain but is not

at all well and looks quite miserably. He has medecine of the doctor

-and 1 think will come out all right atter a time, for 4 think it is mostly
billiousness tiat ails him, Both of the children have hard colds in

their heads and are not as good natured as they night be, Abbie is

quite well, and 4 am getting so lazy and shiftless that 1 think it rust

be nearly time for me to be sick and I look for it most anytime mow,

I have a good nurse enzaged, one who has had eleven children herself,

and Dr. Allen is to attend me, He is the doctor the Life Insurance

company employed for ¢ when he hurt his should, a middlesared man and

well liked, so L think there is no reason why 1 should not come through

all right- Do you? Yesterda; was a lovely Sunday here, Abbie went
to church and charlie and + took the children and went over and walked
and sat in the park. 1 see in some parts of iiew York State wou've been

having a blizzaré but 1 hope it did not reach Oxford and you- After
our little experience here with a snow storm it seems to me as if 1
never wanted to see any nmore of the "beautiful”, I think Zm is
getting a cood deal of praise lately, -through the 'rimes, and 1 know she
deserves it.

1'd give a good deal to hear her play today or any other day, for that
matter, for L get lonesome ror somze music,

I am anxious to get sick and then well again for then 1 can tell something
about whether 1 can get home acain this surmer and when. C says he can't
come until June and 4 awfully want him to go when we do. By that time
though it will be too hot to travel with children so i don't know what

we can do. But I'm not zoing to worry about it for .1 think it will

all come right in time, I'm so g£lad grandma is feeling better and 1
hope sne won't have another poor spell tais xmxmex winter, ‘rell Ser we
think about her lots and always with tove, fred wrote about how g£lad he
was to have you come down there and maze a visit,motzer, and how he wished
he could have made it pleasanter for you, ‘They seemed quite pleased
with the trinkets we sent them for Christmas., 1 hope you get your

n0me Journal all right and that it is acceptable,

1 wish ¢. W.S. would vrite to us, i'm going to him soon- i'm so proud
of the step he has taken tnat L'm afraid L can't find words to express
myself- put I thinx oi him all the time, L hope you are feelins well,
mother, and toat you are caretul with yourself, L was quite amused with
at wnat BEm wrote, in, that you wouldn‘t go back of vames®' looks for allce.
that is just tue way Abbie talks, I think thxk James is just as good
lcoking a boy, as she is a girl. put he is growing more boyish looking
all the time and is looking less like a baby every day. He has a very

thoughtfud little face and beautiful eyes. I'm not at all ashamed of
either one of them,

£
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lock like greas
-~

-~»
Since 1 basan tnis. letter ard old lady, lirs litiher, a3 Deen nire an. Laes Jwiaes
and I a short ride, wne rirst one I nave rac. I nave been cut on tue walk and takan exercisa

ani tust is all I've been out since xas.

Crarlie tainks it «ill be izpossible for we to ccume east witn thsse tarce baties and
we can't iust see where tne money is coaing froz to cozse =itn, but I'= in nopes vwe can ca:-
- age it sozeway, only if we can't wme #ill all nave to be brave anu bear tae zisappcintoent
tae best w=e can. © it should make a:ny of you sick it wouldi aluiost kill =e. I've lain
awaie nigznts worrying about iv on your accou:it as well as cur ouwn. Crarlie sayzs ne woulsl
wake a-.y sacrifice to have you all se=2 tiiese babies, ani I ksow ne wouli, sc I con't reel
as if it would be rigmt <c fret nim about it, for I krow ze will sera us if e can.

If we can't come this suzmer we saall ccxe in itne fall and ssend tue winter. Cnarlie
tainks it voull cost us a tnousana dollars to all ¢o east tnia suzmer anu taat is zore than
we could raise au: you know it takss reaay casu to travel.

But doa't you asorry or feel tad, a.y of you, Zor so.etninz cay turn up yet. I'vs nate:
1o tell you so tiiat I've nct writien iust on that account, anz you can't nave tns blues over
it ary mcre tunan I have znad. we will just nope ior tie best, woun't ne? I iant youto write
me what you need to wear for the sucmer, you, grandua ard Zm, and I will try and seac you
at least scme of the things, for thsre .ill be scmeone couing that we can send by, I'z sure.

I am glad, motner, that you went up to ir. Jates' and taat grandza coulc go out to tea
with birs. Marden, for I know it did you bota zood. I'm so tirea of ataying at hozs 4 con't
know what to do, but I nope to get out some before long, wnen I get my clotres in orier.

Did Abbie write you about tne pull=back I nac vhen I was sick? Iocter Allen tolg
tne nurse to give me douche batns and gave ner soxe swall pellets of a carbolic acdi nixture
to dissolve in tre water. I had tiex after Alice was borm, anu tneyddic we sc wucu good.

#He bezan using them tne Fricay after tne taby was born, twice a day. T:ie following sSunday
night I was tekn witihh a feariul pain across .y bowels. Tne nurse dput on wustard, but it
dida't sesa to do any good, so I wld C. I guess re sould nave to go for t:is cocter. .eil,
ne caxe and washere more inan an hour fusaing with zxe and was very mucn puzzled =23 to wiat
ailed me. To zz2ke a long story snort we fourid out inat the nurse nai iissokved tiicse felli-
ets in a tin wasn basin ani taney nau tuken tne tin all off of it in otner words, I n»aid
been poisoned. Yecu never say two suca rrignte:ed locking people as Charlie =i Abkie uers,
but I came out all rignt, only I aw scre tnere yet. Ly nurse was not as intellectual asg
sne mignt have been and we wvere quite <#isapdointedin uer.

de welrned tne baty this zor..ing witnout clotnes and shne weignel just eleven lbs.
That is pretty good for a monin olc baby, isn't it?

0( ¥ou ses I got a gcoa atart!))

Non that srne 1s bleaching cut s.ie has a lovely skin anl ner eyes are as biue as cac bDe. zer
nair is not red but a gelden and I guess sne'll look as well as awy oi tuew in tize.

((Ch? Seexzs to ue sas looks beiter.))

I 7ill have to stop now, ané I neven't =ritien 22l 1 wanted to., Tell Zz I drean
about ner a.d thaz Cat .0lic priest =ost every nizat. How I do waat to see you aill I et
80 nomesick for iie sirnt of some of you I can carsly coutain n cyself; I wian you coui. ciws
anc spend tae sucvzer mltn us.

With best love to you all, Ida.

Tacozxa,
April 18, 1502-

iy DJear motner;

I tuink I sent wy last letter 10 Zm, 55 I'll inscribe tnis one %5 ycu, . I
nope it will find you all well and uapCj. We fhav 11 Seen sick ior tne Past see tLitn car
colis, but as soue bet er tonigr i 2 v Yaxiza, anc .2z all

o

tixen it {from rnicm, xcepth:“ Lha urcay wits a sicxk
% 1 N . . " - 1.
neadache =zud l'z fust bﬂ'ln’ ing tc feel Teiter and like rnya=lr.
w2eX before lasy <he Laiv crisd =czst ol t.e time bnﬂause she was 80 cCusiifated, il

i
S now, anu s e -ro 3 Drely
okirnz dne or t.eo i,

-
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Last ouncay e P

eliow ycou ever saxe. 1 L20K niz down sat

and 30 ns won't .ear bancs zay core if ne ca:n make

tide boy of nim.

3, =a:¥ n2 ig tie Srou
il nis niir cut O coud aaCU
t stzy back, and it nas zade a tona

. Abbie is pretty mad, for sne went to zet veirned t.e otnes cay an. "tipzed tue beaz®
at 147. 3he says she is goinc to run up anu icvn trese nills every day zau see if sre

can't cet thin., I weigned 112, anc tuat is a good weisiny for me, you xacw.

Tou can't izagine, mother, nov pleased we were to rear trhat Cnarlie nad wiited sith
tre church, ani I wish you'd tell hiw w0 for ze, for I don't know w.eu: I'11 et & cnance
to write to him. I think it =ill be tne means of Fred's dcing txne s3ze, anéd then .cn't
you te glad, wmotiier, tnat your children are all "sate mituin e fold"? I've seen and
neard lots of rewx beliefs out rere, but iie cli fashnicnei religicn I taink is tne best or
all. I think it is so notle of Caarlie tc rake sucrh a step; give aim ry leove and tell
biw I tWiink tiere is lots of nappiness in store for anic in his nes life.

#e raven't wade any iflrirer arrangesentas sbout ccwing east, but scue of us will
certainly coze if it is a pos e thing. Tell Zu I tiourat si'c ratner ses sc_e of ua
than noue of us. I will stay and let Abbie ccze in ry plizce, only Canarlie =an: I, you
knozw, could occudy the saze berth and save quits a littls. Abbie can coce any tiue you
want Ler to, only I don't like to tell = r so for fear szn='ll taink e ¢on't =ant her to
stey here. I don't know what I snould do without her, but if you need ner I coulu zana-e
in some way, I guess.

I was sorry to near Uncle %W. was to low; poor old fellow, wino cas tell wrat he Tay
have suffered to make nix as ne has been. I tiuink Aunt Lucy would miss niwm wmors tran
she thinks. Buw wrote thazt you werse noi very well, uctiier, but I hope you are feeling
better. I wisn I could be there with zy babies to creer you up, 1or I tnink trey could
do it. Abbie anl I laugn soxetimes w-en tney ars all erying at once, und say we guess
you'd gst cheered up if you coule near them. I dreaded Larc: an: April for you anc grand-
ma, but now settlei weaiher is near at mnd I'm in nopes you'll boita feel Ltetter.

I nave 'a new dress and will sen! you a piece of it in this. he gray 1is tne
rignt side; it is quite pretty =ade up. Jell, I naven't said half I wanted to, but will
write again soon. God bless you all, and keep you till e zeet again, is toe Srayer of

four loving Ida.

)

e
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Tacora,
July 19, 1893

Xy Dear Mother;

I rec'd your letter last week ani started to answer it tae same day, but
va8 interrupted and tuis is the first chance I've nad since wnen I wad not too tired to
write. I've rot been feeling at all like syself for tne Past ten days. I nai a swollien
jaa all of last weex ard now trat swellinc is ccwn ard I nave neuralgia in tne »dlace of
it. But I keep busy most of the time at sozstning. Last week I zacde jelly aué to-orrow

‘+ ax going to make some more. Ilve Tut up two crates of strawberries, 4co. Fruii is
very cheao nere, ard you can get all the strazberries you want at €07 ani 757 a crate,
and I feel as if I ought to wake the wost of it, for you imc=s C. ubowt lives cn fruit.
I bought =y currants ol the next docr reiznbor who nas busnes, and wmy jelly locks nice,
but you know I & not much used to doing such tnings anl I never knox now ti.ey are couing
out until they -are cdons.
: ((ust be where I get it)))
C. lauzns at we 8o much about trading at seconi nand stores that I zust teil

unat I did. I neecded somwe jell tuublers anl trey wmere 607 a dozen at tre sicres, &o
went 10 a second nand store and zot 15 for a quarter. Isn'l that pratiy zood zznac:
iris afterncon I's soing tc make rcotbeer for Cmrlie; the water is norrii e
can scarcely crink it in tie suurer. :

I was s0 glad, wother, 1o hear ycu were ot any worse znue a little better., or I
was afrals yeu miznt neve a:other sick spell like tie crne you uad before I was nome, I
think about you all of the time and wculd give arything if I could seeyou ana tre rest
of' the dear ones. '

“re house is very quiet &here this forenoon for Abbie is cut wita tne b2y an: Alice
is asleep. Tue baby grows pretty all of tne tire. Alice ras tae gwzetest dizzesition of
any baby I ever sauw. ((Ca?)) If you caten ner in uischddl sre aiil rcll ser ~reat biz
€yes up at'you g tlrow o Kiss. oShe i3 50 ©dnu of xissins taav sne will $o UD 1O =irau e

. LS



wen Gu o tos sidfaalhoand UL Wi oaoe o wlh oo o laele (oIl wcuia il she carsdl))

Jaces i3 a mervous livtle fellon, aud scus says evaryining botners Lim., e talys all
of t:e wnile atl nsue, dbul 17 I tuke ain out ne scu't 3ay a cord. 3ut ne's an morul ssos
little fellow an¢ will ccae in froc kis play asnd ccue way upatairs to xiss tae ta N
ca 4 I've :org

e u:

gets rigrt into nis own bed all alone nichts aad goes riz.t to sleap, bus

Alice some nights until ten o'clock retting ner to sleep. JSae isu': cross, Suv ia so ful
of everything tast she ras an idea ane na2sn'4s tize 1o ao everyinin: she wants to do and
sleep to. ((Gotten over trat, navea't you?))

Jazes wert to a little rarty yestarday; tners wers about 18 chll ren trere. e nai
to teaze hirx a long time before ne wouldi go. C. scoke adbout ta ging nim tne circus the
other day and ne got 80 nsrvous over it itrat ne won't zo anyunere wltu us yet until we
assure aim tnat we are not going to a circus. I'mp in hopes he =will outrrow it, ani I tuink
ne will.

, I an glac you did rot send isres ary birtncay present for ycu need wrat littlis
you nave yourself ana, too, he na3s z=cre playtaninrs timan ne knows wnat to 2o =itn now.

I nisn I couli be trere with you all now. I suptose it is pretty .ot, but I'q
try awfully nard to stand it if I cculd be ziin you. /e nave soms guite warz days dut
in thie afternccn tie cocl breeze iroxr the Olympics and scund comes up so tnat you can't
8it out witnout sczetining around you.

Abbie is going out and I want nor to mail tnis, so will nave to stop. Teli grand-
ma I think shne is quite siart, and hope she =xill keep so. Love L0 eaca and all----~

<

Taccua,
Oct. 3, 1863

wy Dear tother;

I think I sent oy last letter to Zwr, so trhis anall be inscribed tc you.
Abbie has just gone to take Alice and James for a walk and baby and I are all alone, and
conaequently I tizink I #ill have a quiet nalf nour to talk to you. I am not feelin: “very
better®, as James says, aiu I have been in the nouse most of tne time for cver a wesx wiin
a nard cold. I've rad a Docter twice and ne said wy coid nad run finto catarran. I sz
feeling very. mucn better today, so I guess I'1l pull trrouzu all rignt.

Georoe 8 Deople invited us all oul to trneir place tc dirner 3undsy, but it was a bad
day to take Alice and the baby, so Just Cuarlie, James an. I went. I tnink it .sulsi nave
been better for ze if I nad staid at nome, for it didn't co =y cold any zood. Tasy .av:

a very pleasant new nome and taings 3b mucn dbelter snape than t.ey ever did before. Trey
are way out in llason's Addi%ion, soze sixz xziles from wnere we live, but you can -o in
nalf nour on tae electric car.

It has rained fcor several cays now and I guess our rainy weatner is uoon us. I
dread it tjis year as I never cid before.

I'w glag 2= nad a visit froz Clara anc I wisn I cculd have been tnere, too, for 1
snould have liked to see ner so wucn. I miss not seeing people tuat I nave always anouin.
I had a nide letter from Fred and Hattie since Casrlie anz sellie were d0.n there; t:ie:
seenmed so oleasnd to think ne made tnem suca a nice visit. You con't ¥nos now =uca I want
1o see you all znd visit wita you. I dreaz about you 2ll so often and mosi sver, nizus
I have suc. gocd visits wita father in my dreams, and t.e; c=em so real.

flow are you and grandma now? I aw going to try znd nely you U Pzy YyOour <eZi w.2n
I get ine fexily clotned up for winter. It taies all tne ready mon 87 Lo 4o tuat and huy
Provisicans now. I've just finisned tue caildren's rflanaels for tie winter. I wads wiew
out of some of Cnarlie’s and tney are muca tetier than I could buy for tuaew, u:less I
paid a biz rrice. Caarlie wints tc move into a larger ncusve wisre we cza nave = Surnace
and tnea ne *ulnxa ie won't nave 80 zany colds. de are crowded now aad I ax puzzlag <o
mow 7aere + am going to nave tl.e children sleep tihis winter 2ud keey taex waric. You
8ce trhe wnole lorer part o our nouse isa'® ss iarge zs your sitting and d Liing rceos,
and ii.e chazbers are tae asaze.

C. is very vusy in court ail i..e time, and works in trne office until elevep =zjar
nignt. He ras uorked every ni-ut icr nearly itiree weeks
work until tne first of Jan.sc ae is guite azresastly sur

e 1idn't exlect Lo v

I'il senc 1.2 Bouze Journal wit: tiia; I've saa: it several days, Dut ksot Sorpeiiinc
10 ae2d it, Tie cnildren o7 "read” it usniil vasre dsn't zuen lefu of i, .nis is e
best I can do wntii v i.end fesly vVeLLAr.  wits pest lCvs-------- -



Tacoxa, .
Yov. 16, 18G3.

My Dear Em; ‘
Abbie and I have been waiting to snswer tae latter we got rfroz you conuay until
we could get Jo:n town and zet you a little sormeining ior your birtniay. It was plea
tnis wornine, so James and I went down 2na bougsnt tie encicaed whicn I acpe you i
I couldn't tuink of anytningz else, and I keom zloves aluiays ccme :sandy.
a
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e are nome of u3 very zood nanured, for we all have colds, but 1oY very rard onss and
I zuess we will come out all rignt. ne baby sits aere beside we cn trne flocy alice is
asleep and Jaxzes is cownstairs, botu,rlnr Ber.Ja, I suppose, 30 for a wonuer it is quie

enougn to write.

Crnarlie is so busy row trnat we hardly sse hix at hcme., He dosan't ret houe to lunch
and some o0f tne time not to dinner, and ne worka all of t.e evening, cozinz in usualiy afv
we are all in bed, and nas to hurry away in tne morning. It makes it grett; lonsac:za, bul
I supprose it momt be long that ne will be so busy. .

I wish we could all be wita you during the nolidays; I don't know wnat we sill <o for
Thanksgiving. depe all invited to tze Gillespie's last yesr and I was zoinz to nave Tasi
nere tnis ysar, but lirs. G. expects to te confiinzd aay day now, so I don'e thi.z s
come. I expect to rniave 2 little Xzas 4ree for tre caildren, and I wani Lo tell yeu
right nere, that I don't want you spending any zoney buyin: Presents for us. You o
that you earn ycurseli, and it makes me feel guilty to aave you spend anytning for u

de were quite surrfrise¢: to read in ine Ssattle sager the otrer nisat
and nis wife had left for Chicago baz and bagrage. Tnere 3eems t0 be as air of =
about tre aifair. Of course re wsasn't oblized to tell us =zs was going, but it wo
been a little rore polite in aim, I think, sseing re've erntertained nis so much.
How are wother and grandma? I juat ache to see tiexm, and you, tco, Zz. aon't =
lively tives when we can coze home wits tnese babies? I hope we can before zany o
i 2:r your bir
3

-e

I can't write any more in this for i1 want to send it so you will get it 2:
Abbie ani I =ill both try to help with the sitones for fatrer's grave; =ill send i
we can possibly get it. d#rite 23 often as you can-=-------

Sunday Afternoon,
Feb. 4, 18G4

Ny Dear Ones;
It 15 a little quieter ust nox tian usual, so I %ill begin o

all. I am not feeling sc very good today, for 1l overdid yesterzay. oa tur*~" is ='~h 2
busy day here wita all of our batns to see to, anc taen Atbie and *+ weni =
afternoon to do a little srkopping and it always tires me all ocut to do tﬁat. Y]
rainy Sunday finds xe witnout awbition =2nd very astupid, 203 I guess you'll
stupidi let<er. Abbi2 an: Yames have teen to churcn and Sab: ath scnool; Jazes
zoldea texti to tne school ana we feel quite proud of nim for he i3 tis yo 3
trere. He has slways been basnful atout talking assy ircxz nome, so I inink it «
good taing for niw to gain a little more centidernce in ai.self.

de are all usually well. I feel goci 208t oi tne time and woulan't te atv
fraid to undertakﬂ the trip home, on =y owr accoust, Droviiing ycu want ze to cox
you read aboie's letter. I 2n still ol tre ovinion tnat we aill cons =238% =.d A
I plan for it 311 tie dayt and I dreae about it every ani-at. I sculi ravner 2
a batter state of nealth, for I nate tc izpoae any suca Zirvy ich on all of you
made up my mind togt i7 I don't coze in trat condition I never will come, for i
be tre lct ~arked out for ce. I've “»eu orz2tty blue over it tais time and it s« 3
I could not aave it so, but that don't seex to hely xaiters any. I saculdn't snavs werrisd
you all in regard to it if it nadn't bee.. for coming aoze.

I snould think %<nat Cis's ofter for tue lots vaz a 7004 one, altnoughi : *‘t'z e
%ral tnings are wortn tiare now. OF ccurse in Zealinr i
want thes 1o ret 2 zood targzaia 2a xell 25 grandza and o
you know. I'vs trisd to think out scue way tc pay motuer

\J'}
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tn onz o our cun zaw--J a2 oulz

Tasr; orne T.3il suite. .ii srouns
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iuzt hox %o do it and I taink Charlie's offer is 1 mood ona 12 i% fust zives ner euse of
wind if novning zcre, doa't you? -

Jde have 7ot lols ol sewineg to do if we come east, and we are zoinz to try anz do it
all except clothes tnat I «ill nave to nave aft-r I'm sick. I'z newmstiteain~ Auta scz
little dresses, the first sane has ever 2ad zade esDsecially for .ar.

((and probably trns lasi))

Jaras everyday waists we nave nearly done, tnean Iow zoing to iezstitea niz seze ror
best. de nave let them get pretty low, just sc we could nave everytaing new and nice waen
#e come nome. S0 if you uon't get letters as orten as you tuink you ougat you will inow
4#e¢ are rusning things so we can coze and see you. Jocter taournt 1F I azd any zore trouble
it wculd probably come at tne seventn montn, so I woulli nave to wait until after tnat period
before I coul: dtart..

, You doa't know now I long for home ani the sigat of all your dear faces during
these long tedious wontus. Charlie sants us to po and wants us to stay, too, bubv sajs I
can do just as I like. e is a dear zood man and does all rne can to make us all znassy. I
hate to leave nim nere alone and sowetimes + tnink I won't, but I want to s2e you all so
ouch trat if ne keeps well I snall be tempted to leave him.

I am really too lazy to write any xore todey. We all senc lots of love-—---

H

Tacoza,
March 4, 1894

xy Dear Mother;

I don't think any of us wrotes you all of last week, but I nope you wca't fsel
neglected for tiere is so much to do all of tne while that t:re time passes before we xnox
it. ®e are all usually well but Cnarlie, snd nhe doesn't feel a bit cood and has to nork sc
hard that rne doean't get time to get well.. I taink, though, tnat wiien tus weatner gets
better tiuat ne =ill feel all rignt again. ide've nad a very backmard spring so far, fully
a mcntian benind srat we've ever had it nere since I cawe, and I think if it ever warzs up
again we will all apprecizte it.

I am feeling first rate now, ana i I get through tnis month all right anc can zet
tae. "zherevitzal® to coze on I shan't be afraid to start east. Gf course I can't tell any=
tning about it yet, but we are kiné of making preparations at a slox rate to come anc see
you.

| - . . : . .

I got Charlie s lsttar and was zlad to hear from him. He doesn't wriie very oiten

and waen the latter came it sort of siartled me for fear sowe of you were sick. C.arlie
)

said today ne tuourat it would be betier for you 211 if we didn't coue because you would
all feel so bacly wnen we had tc come away again. 3But I feel as if even a fsv zcntas wit
you ail would do xze a lot of good; I sit nere and thirk about you all so muen. Abbis cces
out a good deal now and tust leaves me alone with tue children and I zet prstt; tlue for
I an alwasy thinking about how muecn I »ould enjoy sitting down ard visiting wits you, and
having Ex to viates the caildren perfors wiin ze. :
Abbie is foing to tne Ladies' fusical tnis atterncon. Last week sie zas in scz
at Chickering !iall. Tomorrow there's o ~ou.er 8 tea at tune crurch 2arlors to niicii I
invited to ccuze and bring three dozen tengue sindwicrnes. Tiey ere very social i tae
and I like tpem first rate.

I vent out to lrs. Griffin's one day last week ani stent ti.e afternoon. I #15 ew=
broidering a great big doylie witi: tne border worzed in buttonnole stitch =anc I
nearly ZJone, but I loat it cn t.e car somzewniere, ani my acissors, too, and u“at ]
I've seen of it. I was provoked because I don't set wuch time for f.an worke. -

I sroulc be only toc olad to Lave Chud zeeil us sowewiere is we ccze, and ;ou =l
nizm s0, and motrner wren you knox thkat ue 2re on she way don't you £o Lo ncuseclez:iing cr
let Em. Just take taiass easy arnu goan't make any drefarations for us; I just want you all
10 be rested and ready for 2 gocd visit., e saw tie puff in t.e vaper t:iat t..e Catnoiics
gave S and we were very prcud of it arnd o7 her.

&

[1]
- ct

Tell zrandza tiere'll be eroug:n babiss 4.nis time so0 sn2 can nave one all tc ner-
self. Jares na3 learnsd a little song at 3unday scnocl ani ne ani Alice sing iz. ..z
don't get any tune (( as usual)) but it scuads =weet anyway. I .oge ir I brins <.su euss
Bz will teach tnewm to aing. I zust close for it is tizme ior tie Losizan. ae :ill xeed
you posted in rergari to cur plans. Leve===~- ————




acoma,
an 23, 1694
iy Dear Eu;
de are tnroucn wita our sork early tuis corning and I nave no sswi.n- on nanisc

I'11 scribble off a fewr lines to ¥ou. 2But you zustn't exscect it to be intereszins fos i've
notainnz in particular to "rlte,aooqt. I'- still sittinz arouad waiting, a.e 12 a.ycaz nad
told xze I'd not be sick before tnis time I'd pave lauzaed 2t tie idea. I tell yaou
feel preity miserable, ani now tiat we are naving quite warz weather I cza naraly ; ATOUWNL .
I au so suffocated, but I do keep going an¢ I .ave only lai:n down a few tizes in t s lay
time since I've been ithis way. You, wi.0 have never been with s0 zany little ones, can:ot
imagine now muca tusre is to do ror trem in tle course of a day

de rec'i a letter fromw you lcnday and :as glad to gat it I tell you. I zon't blaze
you a bit ror getting discocurazed at tises. I appreciate wrot yeu are doinz for wot.er ang
graniza asnd sometize I xnow you =ill ve repaid ror it all.

Charlie trinks we will all ret east sczetice before winter, and says .2 shail zo
for good ir things do not get better aere. But I auw not goins to count ca .cizng any zore.
T

However, il there is a c:znce I %ill he one o0f tihe firsi ones to get 2y things ca, you beiter
believe. You can't imagine t.e lonsin; nave for noxe ani all of you.
i )

W

g I
Bertha caze in from ti e kitcien yesterday 1 aﬂnlng, to tell me wrat sae neardi Jazes tell
Alice out in tihe back yard. He said, "alice, I zee sorecne couzing rizat out of 4.at wose-
sited with a new btaby, ani it is God, ain't you "La"°“ He 15 such 2 funuy feliocs to *allk.
The otasr nirut Alice insisted on Crarlis widressing ner and hearing her say her srarsrs
God bless Alice zaton, 717 sScuta J Stre=t!" G. thousat sne was wise

and sre wound up witn
to give aer acudress.
I just stozped writing long enouzii to ael) ge+ Jarces and Alice ready to g o
witnu Abbie. Tie, locked very owest sisn tiiey started; Jaies is prouder tran alics an: 1.
found a great deal oi' fault witn ze bscause L pur nis nat on so tie ritbons nunz down in
tne back instead of over cne ear wnere he wain.s taey look very tony. Abbie vwea introducsc
to 2 lady tnat goss %o tre Conz. Churca tie otier day zmi sae says I'ze g0 glad +c =
ilss Sherwood, for I've lonz wanted to spsax tc tuat Paweet 1i

Q
(o8

ttle bey™ tnzt cooss w

witn jou. Tnere's a1 i.an nere t.at told C. tae ot:uer day nis wiie was very indirnszni. e
s8aid s%e got on & car «itn her litile girl, who is a beautiful cunilu, and scwecns szisi he-
if that was C.Z.3aton's little gzirl. onhe s2id pscple 3s2med to think no one covil .:zve
dsautiful children but Ciarlie Zaton's :olks. e rac quite < luuzn over ix.

Tell wotner not to get bdlus 2nd disceartsacd, bus 1o k220 well znd na.zy zna every-
tring »ill come out all rient I ex sure. Trat's t:8 way I try to feel I 7
sne must be lenslyr, “or I ean'® bear to “hink cf wiat it nould be t: <
lragine now good ne is tc me and now pleasant ne trisd 42 rmake everyi:

father so, for you imow, Iz, iis tre stroncest and de=zrest tie on
7ou can and let me ¥nos ucw I can Lelp.

I tol; C. about your buying tue stoaes for the ceueisry and e saiz I'¢ ouzat 1o
aelp and that e'd give a2 some money as soon as e cculd to sead you. I don't tuink you
ougat to have tre wiole burcea of everytainz anc if I oo ild afford ii 4 woull -i s
trice as wucn 8o snas could help, but you know srne dcesn't like to do ncuse: .Crik, an:
do it ndw, ard I can't afford to o any zore for her and keeuy a girl tos. It werriss e a1l
tne tize, and I noge sowetime I can do =ore for all ot you. Tall Grancra I wisa cos'. coe
to live wits me Zust te well tre cuildren storiess, for trhey ure =z 1

Well, vy bacn acmes, s0 I =ill nave to a:cp ay test love 1o zli--=-

"y

iriday Eve,
' dezt. 7, :894

;'uy Jeal" .~.O‘tusl"

.
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re I wiink tne next Do
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I ax feeling t.z test

e I . s a2nd weign 107 los., tuae zoat Ilve ev
r. Every one says I look 5

3
7 I have, 30 zayts i

weigned taat I rexe.be sttar every bda : I
nave seyemal more I'll zet to be real randsoze, wno kno:s? .

ds've not heard from any of you in ixo weeks I think, ant I hope nons o you zre sicx.
I think if you were you would certainly let us knew in scre way. I supsose tne bzoies talks
up a good deal of your tixe, and you can't izagine how I do want 1o see trem. Zred sroie
$o ms, and in his droll way wanted to lmow if I didn't think Caarlie ana anna were zetiing
"real reckless." e laughned so over tnat. I hope trey'll btots live, for Luey'll e too

sweet for anytring wnen thney get Lo De a year or iwo cld. I taink Ruta and =y vady are
worse tsen twins to care for, because Ruta is jealous of any atteation we snow babty and
will nardly let us touca aiz.
de call Alice our "aew boy" now for we had her hzir scingled last week. It dia not
grow and was very uueven, 20 we tinourht it better be done now tnan to wait until sne was
older. She naa a one-legzed rubter doll tzat siie and her father take walxking arcunl tns
block in the evninz, lfor sie says she trinks “olenty of fresi eir will zake t.at otuer leg
grom in."™ ((Cozzent in Dad's nendiwriting: Ma nui eves tien.))
Abbie was teacaing Jaues ihe golden text ise otner nigat--"God so loved tue world
tsat he--" eic., and James said Mtnat he rave nis only bir rotten son!®
Tne kindergarten teaclers are all after ue o senc vames tnis fall, tut C. tninks ne
is too young, ané besides it is quite expensive, teinz a dollar a week. Abbie sits here
zaking Jares a pair of pants; 3as is locking well and feeling well. Ly zood girl, Zertiie,
that I've rad nearly two years, is coing to be married, and so I'ie zot to break in a new
one ¢r do my own work, a2nd I think I'll try tane latter and see if I can dc it for a caange.
And now, how are all you dear ones? I tnink sometizes-often- tnat if I could only see
some of tre dear noue faces my cup cof poy woeuld be running over. I long so to be witn you
all once more. I nope that Dr. will cure Zm; I've teen so anxious to hear froz ner in re-
gard to tne zatter. DJon't you get cownnearted, wother, and take good care of yourself, anc
things will come out all rizit I'm sure, Give love to Charlie, Anna, and “the girls all
taree" and tell them to let us near from trem often. Wnen I core home we'll have a baby
ghow, won't we?
I send you lots of love, dear mother-------

June 4, 1854-
(Got this cut of order it seems)

My Dear Mother and All;

_ de rec'd a nice letter fron Ex tnis morning, tne one written tize
25th of May, and we were oh so glad to get it. It was a long time cverdue, for it was tne
first eastem mail we have had in Tacora in a week. It nas been so warm tnat trne snow in
tne mountaina melted and caused so many floods tiat tne trains have been very irrecular.

I nope tney'll get straigntened-out before long, for it is so lomesome wnen swe can't near
from you often.

dell! 1I'n still sitting around wiiting, nenginz off just as I ¢id wmitu Jazes,

and you don't lnow how tired I am of it. * seexs sometines as if I snould fly. I .cn't
feel very good, and today I have nad to sit on a pillow xzos< of tre time because it aurs
ne so without. I am lame and have cramps, too, ané I snall be so glad whnen I az turcuzn
once wores. Tne nurse and Dr. are bots getting anxious, but not any more so than I am, I
assure you . .

Abbie nas taken James sn4 Alice down to churca tnis afternoon, to practise jor Cnril-
dfen's Tay. It woula nave done your heart zood if you could rave seen thex start tuey were
so ppoud witrn tzeir zood clotnes on. Jawes said ne wouldn't march wita tnex unlesz Alice
could zo and warca wita him, for ne didn't like those otrer girls.

Ruth is rolling around nere on tne floor, kickirig up her heels a:d enjoying hzrself
at a great rate. JShe is a gzcod little thing, but once in awnile you ouzat to s=e aow
spunixy she cets. She'll scream uniil her face is purple, but won't shed a tear. I taink
she looks like Cnarlie Sherwocd, for s:ze ras just sucn a lovely skin as ne alwuays nad,
and if she doesn't freckls sne will te a little beauty.

i

((2ut sae freckled

1
o
#hat is the matter with Doc's wife; is sne so awfully sicx, or ju lazy? oce

fod'a)

I



. -71-
ceedne't expsct to get strong if 3ze wopes arouad in one roocm all the tize. Sne :ma. core
cheek than I have to go back thners amcng strancers to be zick. I wisn, Em, taoat I cculd
go to the Jubilee =itn you; it wouil sesm so 7ood to see some fasziliar faces aczain. rite
ze all about it, wno is there ana everything.

I wust tell you that saturddy evening we nad a regular old fashionec eastern tnunder
showner here, befores it begzan to rain. I sat downstairs in tne window and Jazes xas on ine
porch alone. Taere came a most terrific flash of ligihtening and struck tae electric wires
in tre next block, cutting two of trerd There was an explosion like a canncn: james gave
tre most horrible screawm you ever have neard and I rusned for nik, but I'm rlaﬂ to say
he was only frightened. It took every bit of strengtn out of me and I 2idn't ge: cver it
all that evening. It was the worst storm ever knomwn here and did a great deal of darage
One lodging :cuse was blown all to pieces and five people injured, soxe of tnem fatally.

.I aw sorry for Anna and should think she would nave to be pretty careful. Tell cer
to go slow and bte as patient as sie can. I ax sorry, tco, that grandra feels so goorly.
Tell ner I want to see ner anfully and send her lots of love. I will senc ithe xaraziae
with this, wother. I tnought I nad sent tre last Scribner’s until I found it tuckeé away
witn some other books yesterday; you must zake allowances for xy sniftlessneas.

Hle are having all the peas, string beans,strawberriss and sucs taings taat we
want now and I think of you all every time we eat. Charlie rade a lot of Hires Rootbeer
tae otaer day, and it is delicious. It is quite cheap to make; way don't you try zeking
soms ? It gives we an appetite when everytning else fails.

Uncle Jim has been so good to you, hasn't he? wnat a dear old fellow ne is, and
how I'd like to see aqd trank him. Jdell, I »ill nave to stop nox and rest up; I was coing
to write to Charlie's motner, too, but guess I will have to postpone it till anotaer day.
I send all lots of love-—--—--

Sept. 25, 18G4

Ky Dear Ones;

The sad ners reacined us about ten o'clock tais rorning. Abbie spoke to me and
said there was a messenger boy at the front door, and before I even read trne message I inew
trat dgar old grandma had gone from us, and tnere was one zore vacant cnair ia tie cic ncze.

I've prayed taat I wiznt see ner once more on eartn, out it seexs it xas not %o te, tut
oh, I ¥ant to so wuch. I can't imagine how it seews there wits fataer an: graniza zore
and { am so sorry for you, mother, for 4 think tae blow falla harder on you tuan tre rest
of us. I can't mourn for grandma because I believe in a better world beyond, znd in tne
midst of our own grief and loneliness comss the taought trat, free from sorrow and pain,
grandra, witn youts restored, is once more happy. ©Uon't you taink, so, motiner? 3ur I
do mourn for your sorrow and loneléeness and only wish I could be with you t:irougn 4.e
trials and sorrows of inese days, ard nelp you. de first thought ue JOUlG telegrapn, out
telegrams are so uncertair, we thought we would write instead.

I nope grandma did not have to suffer at tie lasi. de rec'd motier's letter yesier-

day anc¢ she said tie dsy she wrote that grandma only sat up a few minutes, so we were soue
wrat DPrepared for ithe sad news. But I can't rezlize tiaz tnere is suca a ci.ange in wi.e old
nome., It is so hard to be way off here and just 3it and t:ink about you all, but I‘z szure
you have xi:sd friends tnere to relieve you in your nour of distress and I aw sure tnzy aiii.

I vould like to kiss the dear olc face once more; Ged grant we suall meet agsin waere i.ere
are no wore partingg—--—-—-—--=

Septefber 25, 1354

ky Dear liothner; :
e received the telegrax a little wiiile azo, bearing tiie sad news of our
Grandzotner s deatn. Hew I wisn I coulu be thers to be #ita you durins tasese sad, lcaely
days of zffliction. iy neart sweils with love =and pain everytime I tainz of tue zezr olz
soul.

I sat by t:e winaos nclding the buby and sax iae zesgenger boy coxing and watzned
hir all the 7zay down tre street and wnen he turnsd up 4rs stegs I Felt in a cowent =rat
nad occured. I canaot wisn er buck to suffer lonver, motl.sr, but o0 I iy so ncse I
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couléd s:e you all arain berore any zore wmere taken axay. I recsiv
yesterday zornin:, and you said in taat that granawa nzi only st

isy. w2 save r=ad and reread ioes telerraz, irying to filig cutl <ore as cene al.asrs .izs, D
only the brief sad facts are tuere. Anotuaer cear one gone 16 swell ins sculs cn iz, I
gose Crarliie ..ill

10pe some of you will write soon and teli us all zTae particulars. I sup
bear the expense of tne funeral in pay for lie land as you wrote ne agrsed to. 5o you will
not nave anytning to worry about on trul score.

Cnarlie as been expecting sowme woney trom the east frow someone tnzat owes hiz,
and said I could have somwe when ne got it, but i4 dcean't seem to come as he expected I
#isn to goodness 1 coull do scmetning so I cculd see aows wcney oftener taan once a yezr.

I %ill be wita you in tnougnt during all these sad hours-----

Abizail.

onday Aft.,
Oct. 1, 1894

4y Dear liother and Sister;

We rec'd Ex's letter written a week ago %elling about grandua. ar
scul, sne is at rest at lasi, anc I can't neld but feel trmat it is best, aad it ulid
wrong to =zish har back. I¥ is a very coaforting taought that at tre last sane did act
have to suffer any violent pain, but just went td asleep, to wake up inere thnere is no zora
pain or sorrow. I think so long as kotusr and ner grandchildren live we s:iall never
get the lovingz, unselfisn example she raa set for use I wisn I nad been kincer znd zore
thoughtful of ner, but perraps shne kno:s now anc »ill forzive us for all we usglected to
do for ner.

It is a gloomy afternoon, dark and rainy, and I'm alone with tze caildren, for
Abbie has gone to a cnurcn zeeting, and I ax awfully locesowe. I stay aicne a great deal
and get pretty zloomy. I think a change of some kind would do we zood, but don't kuow
now I can get it. Crarlie is nearly always at noue in the everning and if it wasn's for
that I don't know mnat I si.ould do.

We are all usually well; the children are troubled with a bowel trouble, 5ui n
thing serious, I tnink. Tney all gro: so fzst tnat I cza scarcely keed up witn trem
self. Ruth is a beautiful child ((hze=x)) and does = creat sany cunning taings. ali
ani James are great chums 2and stick togetier tarcugu tnick and tnin. Ciarlie diaa't wan
we to send Jares to kindergarten just because he dida't went to part tass. I think Alice
is nis favorite (({(hrmrzanm arain!)) altiough he is very izpartial in cealing wit. trexz.

He puts Alice to bed quite often and hears her say hner prayers ani tasy alees toge-.er.
I sleep with the baby, Abbie witn Rutn, an¢ Jazes sleeps alone.

I am sorry Uncle Crarlie is so poorly and I would like to see Cora very much. Tell
Uncle Jiz to write me about his trip to wincheater.

Abbie ana I 3at nere and talked aboul you all during those sorrosnful days last
week and wished we rere there to help you. I hobs now tnat mother can 7et out taat you
#ill encouragze ner to do 30 often, for I taink it is the best tning sue can do. I .ust
stop now and look after tne babies. 3But tnis is enougn to assure you tazt we are tiinzing
of you and tiat our sympatny ana love are all with you-====m=--
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Dec. 5, 1894

My Dear Ones;
It is nearly G O'clock, but I want to write you a fes lines tonigut as I zay
not nave a cnance again in a week. e are all torn up tonight and are zoinz tc ncve in
tre morning. #e have rented trniis house and nave taken anotier larger a=nc better souce
furtaer out in tne city wnere rents are c:iespder. We pnave two more bedroozs our uw.ere an.
one wore downstairs, so I guess we'll be quite ccmfcrtable. You can imagine zhat it has
been here witn only tno bedroous for tanree growmn peozsle anl four caildren. w2 didn't
know we were going until tie last of laast week and nave been so busy cgetting tiinzs rescy;
all tne carpsts and curtains will nave to be made over, so you can see =w.at a joo it is
going to te.
Bertha is

oin:
and keep them and liiss tie

17 0 take James, Alice
ad, t is

o purse I nal, i3 ¢

ing ¢ *ake baoj. sne live

L3
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across tne atreet. Tiey csze and offersd tc < tor me 2nu 1 toouznt tney were i
Car nex address =mill be 30€ Jorth J oSt., 20 send your letters tnere. we navs uor
because we have nst reari frcz you in over iwo weeks nope you are not sick. Hew
you spenc Tnansgiving? I tuougnt of you all cay. ir. and hra. Gillespie and tieir
cniléren amd Grace were nere to dinner w#ith us. Tiey nad us up there two years 230 and
tnis is tne first opportunity I've nad of repayinz thena.

I miss you all so on the holidays and I always tnink now interested fat.ier was
in getting up a gocd dinner, and how much e seemec Lo enjoy it. I can't realize t.at e
and Yrandma are botn gone.

The children are all well, and Ruti is walking all rignt now. She waslked alone first
tne day she was 21 months c¢ld; I've lain anake lots of nizats sorrying about aer little
legs, but Dr. Hicks says they are all risnt noa. Abbie has gone to bed. C.arlie bousnt
Alice a little trunk for ner birtnday anz sie packs and unpacks it all day longz and plays
*20 east to see grandma and Aunt Ez." '

I tell you tney are lively children and scmetimes I alxost go crazy witn tae noise.

I let Jazes and Alice go over to Bertna's 2lons caturday and Jawes said Alice went into a
little store down here ana told trnem sne wanted sowe zum, but t.ey didn't give it to ner
because sne nad no money. (( as usual)) A big fat concductor on tne atreet car took
hold of her hand one day 10 help ner off, and sae walked rizat up nis big stomach! ane's
up to everything of tnat kind. Abbie says tuey are tne worsi acting younz ones sze ever
saw, and I guess sne's right, for while I'm atraightening ons out tie rest all get crooked.
Abbie took part in a zypsy encampament down at tne cnutch last week ifor tnree
evenings, and nas been about played out ever since. Baby is crying so I will nave to stop.
I'1l write again Sundsy if I can. I sernd you lots of love====---

o

T

Bill of fare at C.R.Eaton's,
January 1lst, 1895.

1st course( Mcek turtle soup.
2nd ( Turkey--cranberry sause
Pneasant pie---potatoes, squasn, corn .
( S32lted =lusonds--currant jelly--olives--cneese---celery

3rd course( Lettuce salad and cneese craclers.

Dessert ( Plus pudding--lemon pie--wnite ielly witsn waipped cream
Cake--fruit---coffes

Tacoma,
Jan. 2, k895

My Dear Sister;
) Yy first letter of tre new year shall be written to you and mctner and I

do hope tuat before anotrer New Year rolls aroundi I may s=e you all and tell you now cuca
I've longed to see you this past year.

de are all usually well witn the exception of slight colds. I az "off tne hooks™
today, but nothing serious, you know. I zust tell you why I've not =mritten you laiely.
I nave quite a bad eye andi for two wesz<s now have n:it been able 1o se«, read or urize.
I am writing tzis wita one sye closed now, gltnough{ it is a little better. I wenv o
the JDr. a week 270 znd ne s2id I must not taink of using it for close work until iz
better, for it is badly congested anc ne ssys tzere is a little "sty" or sozet:inz ¢r

-l

on tre eyeball and tiet I may have to nave a little oDeration sometize, altnouza it i
never botier tae sight of the eye. 8o nere I am witn lots of unfinisa=sd work on nand and
pretty Jdiscourazed, I can tell you.

Thne docter said ti.iers was 20 doubt but taat exbroidering by rasliznt was wnat
ailed wy eye. I felt awfully not tc se:xd anytiing for Xwas 1o anyone, but I cossluded
taat I'd save and zive everytning I could aZiord 1o to you znu xzutrer, for 4 taink tnat
is sy rirst duty. I nope you got ine zorey sll rizal tuat aibie went, sau t.ad you -ot

~ -
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it without any deday. OFf course it is only a little, but it will help.
a ",

W2 nad the New Year's cinnsr yesierday and nad quits 2 pleasanit 4ica. I will enclese
our Mbill of fare" on 2 separate piece of paDPer s0 tnat you czn snow it to Cnarlis's folks
and I wish you'd tell fnen that ~we were very uwuci Dleased Jith everytiing tiey seat ani 1

will write thnem vhen zy eye i3 bHe '

)

I'd give all I'm worth to see +thaer tnis

®one little girl in blue" that Charlie s

you'd kiss the original for me many tice

I suppose Abbie wrote you al

a little one for the children if we can

delve bsen so intereatzd in Pickinz out faces =e know in the Pictures of tre Acadszy
Cehtennial that Crarlie's folks sent, but I've locked everymnere, Sm, and csn't find Vou.
deren't you thers, or don't you saow in tre picture? Charlie was so pPleased because uis

wotner snoved so plainly.

Bertha caze over and relpsd tne girl witn the dinner yesterday and wculdn't take g cent
for wrat she did. I zent around sionday to see if she'd cexe, and I ocouldn't get away wntil
I'd let ner make zme 3 cup of cnocalate and give ze sowe cake and sauce. You see I've cne
friend in Tacoma if it is only a poor Yorwegian. Tue girl I have now does just wnat you
tell her to and no wmore.

#ell, I guess I'll have to stop, for I don't want to overtax ny eye. This will
let you know tnat I tnink of You and will write wnenever I can. C. is very busy and nas to
work nearly every nirht until eleven o'clock. Tre children are all pretty well and have
nad high times curinz tne holidays. It is snowing some tonight and I exect James will be
delighted in the morning for ie can go and slide. I think of starting niz in at kinder-
garten next week. It mekes me noresick to think of sending nim out into the cold world,
but he is anxious to go.

well, I really wust stop=——————u-

winute. But the sicture I look at wost is the

ent; Liotner's face is just as sweet as ever! I wian
8; I want to see ner so auch!

bout our Xzas tree. I'm always zoing to try and nave

8 and toe tuins dictures are ver; swzet and

Tacora,
Jan. 10, 1895

Dear Llother and Sister;

' lie rec'd a nice long letter from you, Em, last Tuesday and I've bee
waiting for Abbie to answer it, for we agreed tnat I snould write the last of tne week and
she the first. But sne has £one cut and I tiink you ougat to hear from us, 80 nere zoes!

I've been out with all of tae cnildren for a long walk, for it is a lovely sunsniny
gorning, just like soring; it seems rore like April than January.

we were awfully 8orry tnat Cuarlie was, or had been, so sick, and I know tiat is a very
Painful sickness to have. Give niu wy love and tell him I hope ne will be il rigat again
long before you get tnis. I am so thankful tnat motner is izproving, even tnougn it is
slowly. 3t is dreadful to nave you so sick and be so far away frox you. I feel some better
than wnen I wroie last, only this morning I feel blue ani discourazed.

Abbie is mad all tne tiwme now because we do not give her the money to g0 east on,
but Charlie hasn't it now and doesn't know of eny place ne can borrow it. He nas Just done
a big lot of work for trne city, but doesn't know wren ne can Zet the pay, for tae city is
“broke.® And there is some talk of not runnins tne courts again for a year, and if toat
happens I don't know where we'll "be at." He #ill give ner scmetiing to come witn as soon as
he can ani in tne meantime I don't want you to tanink she is to blaze for not siarting.

Thne cnildren are all very well; Pailip says lots or words and gets initc more :ziscuief
than sll the rest put togetner. I'a give anyt=-ing to see tnese babies back waere, and 1
knew tney are just us sweet anc brignt as tiey can be. I zean to wake tuez a nice present

some tire wnen my snip cowes in. Anna gave nme 80 marny pretty tnings I feel indebted to ner.
Pailip got my last Home Journal ané tore it up before I could send it 1o motaer. I Zeant

to buy anotuer, but I have to 20 in sucn a huryy wren I so down town trat I forzet it.

I ned letters frox Fred ani nattiie; you would never know from Fred's letier wiat rie ever
nad a care in tre world, he is suchn a Person to aake tie best O everyininz trat I aduite
hiz as zuch as I love hir for it. By tne way, EZz, does vadie look a3 well as ner pnoto?

Ste has cnanged s0 tnai C. dicdn't recognize it at all, but I laougnt il zust be sne. Did
Aunt Sue finiss mother's dressing sacque and woat is it cade of? wotner, I nave your phLotc
on tne wantle anc I stand before it a2nd aave 8 700d many talxs witin you. I'd like so wucn
to come nome in tae spring with all w:e cuildren. I tuink, wotlizr, ib you could =it nere

.

9
7



3 , - - -

{<
with ze and breath this salt air you'd get fat rignt asay quieck. I can't urite any zore
now, but I send you botn lots of love---=---- -

saturday Eve,
Jan. 12, 1868

Dear Kother and 3ister;
I am going to begin a letter to you tonignt, for it is nice anid
quiet here now, but I'm so sleepy I'm afraid it won't get finisned until toworro=.

Abbie got your nice long letter and tie picture of tne bavies last Wednesday =nd we
were 80 glad to get all of it. I am glad tne zoney came at tue rignt time ana wisn tasre
nad been twice as =zucn of it, but pernaps sne can send more soon. You needn't worry about
ner neding it, for sie does not. She would send you money oftener ir Charlie paid ner
more prompily, but of course these hard times he can't adlays collect it wnen ne would
like to, and so sie nas to wait.

I taink the babies are lovely and cunning; I thnink tie one sitting up tiae straightest
looks sometaing like my baby boy, only a little fatter I guess. I can't find any name for
my baby, but I'll have to befere long for I taink I'1ll nave tiem all caridtened togetner
on Easter sunday. e is a dear, sweet little fellow and as strong as ne can be; I &
think gy wilk nourisned nim enougn now, for ine won't sleep n15nts unless I sold nim on g/
arm and let him keep his mouth rignt on tae "tarottle valve™. That breaks up uy rest and
consequently I'm sleepy most of the time.

liy eyes are about well again and docter says now ti:ere is notiing serious the zatter
with tuem, but I don't do any close work yet, and this is about tne first tize I've used
tnexr in the evening since t:uey began to trouble me.

I'm auwfully sorry, Em, tzat you feel go poorly and wisa you could have tiat operaticn
pefformed rigat away. I kncw a lady here that kad an ovarian tumor taken out taat weicned
4% 1lbs, and she is quite well and nealtny now. #e will try, some of us, to get east tais
spring 8o you can nave it done. I tnink Abbie ougnt to coie ii I camnot, for I taink you
need her now more tman I do. Don't go without anytiing you need, ani if motner or ¥ou need
anytning in tue way of clothea “rat you can't get, tell us about it, for I can always ang
at any tire get such things here and send tiem to you, and them you cun save w:iat morey you
have for otier tnings. Now don't forget it, and I #»ill do t:e best I can for you. God
knows I am more tran willing to do whatever I can for you, anc wist: I was with you tnis ain-
ute to do weat I could for you.

Tne lace ycu sent, wotner, was lovely and I tnank you for it. I can s=e just now
you looked knitting it, bless your dear neart. I ar zoing to sew it on scmet:ning just es
soon as I can. Abbie went to a party at ocur next door neig.bor's, lir. Woodruff's, last
eve and nad a very pleasant tire. Tuhe faxily is very nice and belonz to Tacoma's "Four
Hundred."

(Sunday A.1.)

Iy is noon and I have just gottern my moruing's work done and Alice snd Rutn put a-
way for their naps. Abbie has gone Lo ciurch mitn Jazes; sie goes one Sunday ang I go
tne next . Charlie lies here on tae coucn reading and szoking and baby is in %ue higa

cihair beside me. He is sucn 2 good little fellow thaat you can't nelp loviag him; ne i3
the flrst baby I ever nad that would cry for we wcen Abbie nad niw. He is a regular
mother's boy.
Bow I wish you were bota here today wners we could visit and visit to our
neart's content. I can't tnink of anytning I'd rataer do, can you? Baby is fretting, so
i'll nave to close. I send you lots or love——=—e-

Yarcn 8, 189%

ky Dear Cnes;

I'z so lonesome to write ‘o you all tuat I'm zoinz to venture it tuis after-
noon, and if ny eyes stanc it you rzay get qult; a letter. I was atl t.e oculist's yester-
day anc qe said they were izproving, waic: is gquite eucouraging. Iis nerve z:ii zuscle

trouble and Dr. Hicks is giviaz ze a nerve tonic t.at I'v in aopes wil
Was s0 glad to got Ex's letter and wisn I could nave bsen

1

J..
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sing. de don't have mucu wusic rers, on bzbies crying, z2nc¢ I ziss i
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sorry you nad nreuralgia and qui : are -

. . Ay

is gc intenszs not hop ((o0.?)) &

March lltn : :
I cculd not finisn tais itne otner day, s8é will siart again. I'y so lonesocus *o
write to you all; I'® aavinr quite a lonely iime, as C. 2is Laen away ost of tine tise for
two weeks and in the evering I can't use uy eyes for a tring and it is so nard 1o sit around
and 4o nothing. @2 are all quite well otierwise and I'm +iznkful for trat. dJde've been
twice witin Ruth to nave rer photos taken in tne Past two weeks and I don't believe we'!ll
be uble to get 2ny good ones after all, for we can't keed ner quiet long encugn! Zveryone
calls ner beautiful ((tmt'a ume)), but you woulin't think o frow the Troofs we get. Sne
makes the wnole fauily stand arcund for her. Jawes and Alice started goirz to kindsrzarten
last week and seex delighted with it. ts fun tc near them talk over what t.sy have lesrnsd.

Abbie nas goas i¢ churci sceiety tais afterncon and I'm Looking after tire caildrea.
It seezs to me trat I could not ask for anytzing rore if I only rad you aanl zoiner rere.
It would ssex s¢ good to sit dcwn ani visit wita you. :

Our next door neigrbors, ir. and Nrs. ddodruff, wsre in a nigat or two ago and
speni tre evening. ir. W. is just hozme from a irip to Japan and it was very interesting
to near him tell about it. Tell Chub if ne was only here we'd go down to "'Frisco" for a
trip, for it is creaper irnan stayinc at howe. They ere naving a rzte wer and you can cet
a first class passagze for §% and tnat includes reals and everythin-,
((liaybe I could get tnere if it was like
_  that row))

C. and I would go if ne had time and it wasn't for baby. I'u begianing to feed tne baby
soze now and ne is doing nicely. Dr. taought he 7as getting too wuch for me snd I certainly
feel tetter now that I do not nurse niu altogether. I dare not use uy eyss more tais tize,
but I'll send tiis along to show you I taink of you all acst every minute. I want so wuca

to write to Fred, won't you tell him way I don't when you aave a cnance. I send lots of love--

April 17, 1895

Ky Dear Ones; -

I am so sorry trere is suci a long interval tetween my letters aoze, for
know just now anxious vou are to hear from us often. 3But yocu know, mother, witn a fa=zi y
of babés, jusi how much trere is 1o d»o svery day and I nope in xy neart tnat you'll ¢
me if I seeu neglectful or fergetful, zor I do not zean 1o be “he first ani I know I aw not
the latter, for you are coastantly in Ly wrougnts,

Abbie goes out guite 2 good deal ani I nave only 2 young colored girl in tre kit-
cnen tuat I have to keep poking up all the tinme, so =y tize is preity vwell taken up. ly
eyes are a good deal better, but I do not use tnem for clcse work yete I was so alarwed
about tnem that I ez going Yo be on tze safe side.

de ars all usually vell, excepting Alice who is a little nervous and I've taken her
frow sciiool. OFf course they are only tauznt to play, but sae is so young I taougrnt it ico
confining for ner. I think I'll zeen baby i.is veek ior ie bulls ze cdown s2. ne won't
sleep anywhere but on my erm and nurses all aig:l longz and it is tiresore. He c¢rinks
iellin's Food tnrcugh tne cay, 80 I t.ink it will be better to wean ndix for sis sake as well
as xzine. He is sweet as he can be and so zood latured you couldn't help lovinz siw. Tell
Ex we nave not slignted nir so far as naving his photo taken, for C. took a fine cne or him
and I, and I took tze nsgative to print sowe to send you z2ni accidentally ruinei it., C.
says wmaybe ne can Iorgive me for it sowsiire, but e can't yet.

Yesterday I was invited to a tes st birs. Avery's, a seirsbor, a:d had a very pleasarnt
ticve. Thh nouse was darkened and tre larmps lighted wit:n Japanese lsnterns to seln, nung
between tne folding doors in rows. It looked very preity indeed. The refreshzents were tea,
sliced tanenas, ginger ani sugar wafers and rice balls. In tne evening C. took care of

the babies wrnile Abbie and I went down %c the cauten to a social. So you see we nad guite
an outing. 1I'm a rewber of a wother's club tiat zests every otier week to study cnild nature
and tre best ways of dealing witn cailiren. Tre mezbers are oi tpe first ladies in t.e city

and tie president is liiss Dewey, tie Sexinary kinderrarten teacher. Ii is very heloful,
and since I'ye not been able Lo read zyself I ernjoy it, for t:ey read aloud.

C. will gzo enywhnere or do anytning Lo wzke we have a geci tire, but tc go to churen soc-
ials, and hé draws t:e lin: at tnat.

. N
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I want tc see those tuwins so I don't know wimt to do. I know if they are anyi.inz as

%ellie was when srne was a baby that t.ey are very briznt and sweet. How is Nellie and
Charlie and Anna? It seems so queer to e 1o think of Gecrre Stratton beiny trere witn
Everyone says Ruth 1s very wuc: presttier than ner picture. George and Zuza can't s
tc get over ier beinz a blornd. ZEverytice Georze is here ne says, "Ch, her aszir =ill be as

dark as her motiaer's in a few years." It aruses us so to hear trem talk. 2y t.e way, nas
Abbie -written you trat Exma is in the family way? I don't know how far alonz, but I s:.culd
think five or 3aix mwontns. ((Dear little Clara in embryo!))

I wisn I could come hecue tuais summer, but I don't knovw where we would raise the
money to come with. I hope times will get better soon, I want to see you all so mucn. I
trougnt all Zaster Sunday of t:rat Easter worning five years ago, wnen I cot hnoze ané dear
0ld father and motier stood on tie norse block waiting to greet me. And Zrandza was there,
too, and all of you. I can't .elp but feel that tnere wili be ons =zcre greeting frou tuem
all vinen we all go to our long noéze on #w:at will be resurrection morning. ODeatn doesn't
seem to me tue same since our dear cnes went to rest.

It is time to put wy babies to bed for tieir naps, so I'1l have to close. noping
to hear tnat you are all well, and witn mucn love--—~——ee

Nay 4, 1895

My Dear Ew;

I had a nice letter from you this afternoon, and nov tmt tne cnildren are in
bed I'll jot dovn a few words for your perusal. Abbie and Alice are out for a walk; I
don't usually let Alice sit up in the evening, but she had a long nap tnis afternoon so we
broke througn the rules. James las been sick since yestierday morning with a spell of in-
digestion. Ee naan't nad cne in a year and a nalf and I was in nopes he had outgrown tnemx.
he is sleeping sourdly now and I'E in hopes will be all right in tle worning.

Alice was delighted witn tae tnings you sent in tae letter and I found, whnen I
opened tne secretary to write you tonignt, timt sre had put tnex away in the drawer for
safe keeping.

I am sorry, Em, trat you get so blue, and were it possible I would come howe, if
that would do you good. You and mot..er cannot long to see us aqy more tnan we do you and
it is a constant sorrow to we tnat I cannot szow you wy baples wnile tuey are sweet and
innocent. Rignt nere I want to tell you that baby'’s naze is Philip, and I tuought I had
told you before. hre grows very sweet; I’E going to wean him i about a week, and tuen I
think we will both pick up.

I've got some gray hairs, too, Em, so you are not thne only one, and Crnarlie ras
more than I have. I sit and look at these czildren grouing 85 fast and wonder if triey
really ere wine. I guess, Zx, if you coculd near trem reze.-per you in their pruyers every
night you would never feel that you are forrotten. I 25 asnamed because I do not write to
wother oftener ((EF et m P Prarm=it-imassom=Ides P espansiinid) ) and
I think every week I'll do better, but in a fazily like tnis tuere are a t:ousand and one
things turning up trat you don't expect to keed ycu froz doing waat you intend to. I den't
go out very mucn, only to market. Ii's very. seldom tinat I go Just for the fun of it.

I'm sorry Uncle Jim is not well. I hode mother will gain in atrengtn wren tne warw
weather comes and feel mucn better. I will come ncme tre very first opportunity I nave,
loat you may be sure of. Tell uer trat wrnen we do coxe we'll have suchg goou times sne'll
forget we vere ever awsy. .

. I see Hellie ot her naze in tue "Times"; tell ner if she finds asny "buried treas-
ure" to send us some. Kiss tne twins for ze, and tell Chub and Arra tnat any news frow trez
would be acceptable. If a.y of you waat anytuing to ride in let us know, ior we have five
carriages of different styles o:n ournhands.~C. got tuem on a mortgaze, ana we Jjon't know
what we'll ever do wits them. There's anotner man tnet wants hir to take a piano for a
debt, but he doesn't know wnethner se will or not.

dell, Bz, do you taink you cculd stand as dry a letter as tnis often? I was up and cown
witis James all of last nignt anc 2 ad ne and the baby in bed witnme, and alongz toward ~orn-
ing Alice came too. S0 I dida't get muca sleep anu tenignt I can cardly keep .y eyes apen.
But I wanted to assure you t:iat you were not forgotien and tuat I nave lots and lois of
love in my neart for you and wotner. I'll try @y best to write oftener ana I nope I may
never give you cause to doubt tnat I tnink of you and love you witi all my neart, and 1

know you will be rewarded for your faitnfuinesa an. care or our dear ones. And 80 I nust
close for this time-—--==-=--

~ - - — . .
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Tacora,
iay 2&, 180%

liy Dear oister; ,
I rec'd a nice letter from you the otner day, and would have answered iise-
diatly if it had been possible. I tiink Abbie wrote you wnat a scare we Bed in regard to
scarlet fever and waen she wrote iast Ruith had just beesn taken sick aind we tzouzit of course
sne had the saze tning, but her troudde proved Lo be her teeth, but it la2id ner up tor
tnree cays and ve were afraid szne would nave spasms., Just a3 s:ue bagan to zet better Alice
came down witn what we supposel was mumpds, and taoen Jam=s, Cnarlie and I fcliowed suit.
Dr. said it was not mumps, and I con't know what it was yeot. Jaces' necxk is swollen soze
yet, ana a1y taroat is quite sore, but tie rest are all rignt and I hope now we will stay
tnat way awazile. '
I am so0 sorry, Em, you nad neuralgia; I rewember you tad it once when you uere

teaching on the nill and sufiered dreadfully. I nope you got over t.is attack all rizat.
I an glad you realize tiat I want to see you all as wucsn as you do me. diny Hw, the lust
thing I sec at nisnt when I close my syes is my dear loving mother's face, ana I tuink of
you the first t.ing in t2e moraing and wender wxat you are all doing. I am sorry you nave
to work 80 hard and I wiss it could be arranged so you srd motner would not have to do more
than you liked, byt it sesws to bz our alloted sphere and I don't know wihat we can 40 zore
tran do the best we can. I get so tired and nervous scwe days tzat I can scarcely contain
wyself. I have the three younger cuildren in my rcom ani nearly every nignt I axz up two
cr tiaree tiues, and t.:is morning tuey began to wake up at five o'clock. I get so little
sleep and rest tnat I am tired out wost of t.e time. iy eyes are not yet so I can use
toemw for close work, so I see to the cnildrsn an: Abbie does the sewing.

I send you a little picture of baby in tais izat C. took; it looks exactly like nir.
I ar nolding anim, but I made a face at C. just as he pressed tne button and it looks so I
cut the head off. 3Baby can say two or turee words and has six teeta and we t:ink ne is
quite forward. ne acts more like walking tian he does like crseping.

(Wed. a.m.) I couldn't finish tnis yesterday my eyes nurt xe so, so I'll try egain
today. I was so tired out trat I went to bed last night at $ o'clock and didn't wake up
this morning until half past eizht, and I feel very wuch refreshed today.

I must tell you, Em, that I went down to zet me a dress last week an¢ found a

pattern one that just suited mwe, but I didn't want to give as much as the drice--~312--s0
I went nome to think it over and tne caildren were sick azi I couldn't get cown szain ua-
til llonday, anu tiey were naving u sale and I zot the very same piece for §%.25. Tiaat was
quite a difference, wasn't it? Its a crepon in the “wode" sinade and I'll send you a piscs
In my next, for 1 took it right to tle dressmaker. I needed socetiing very badly, for I
was out of a"ytxiﬂr nice.

I can't write any more, for Abbie is going out for tae afternoon and tze children

need looking after. I am so sorry Fred 1s ouil of work and I wisi I had lots of money to
send him and all tihe rest of you, too. laybe things will come our way sowstire, Em. You
don't know now I'd like to nzve wmother here to seit in uy cnimmey corner where I could
see 'er every hour of tne day. You better sell tre house and you and sie come out asre be-
fore winter end stay with me. I wouldn't let you have 2 single care; think it over and
see vwhat you can do about it. .

I aust stop now, with lots of hugs and kisses——----

June 18, 1&95

iy Dear ilother;

I'm going to celebrate baby's birthday by writing to you. e nad a fine
long letter frow Zi tzis morning, but I know sie won't care i I address this one o YOuU.
I &= sc sorry, wother, tzat you fsel sc weak and miserable and it seems us ir I zust fls
to you and try {o cneer you up. It worries me all the ‘ime 1o taink that you nave any
worries or cares. After all your nard work for your family I think Jou ougLy 1o nave it
arranged 80 you would not nave a care. I tzink you know that i jour criliren's hearts are
all rizht and if you had 4..e money you would have no causs Lo worry. I loang tc do soietainz

for you with my own nanus, Jjust Lo snhow you now mucuI love you. . .
Jn -had sucr a nice isttsr frox you last week and I %tcia aAbbit after I read it tnat

. 77
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it was just like wother, for you ¢iin't write a word of your cares or troubles, altiougn
ws knew” you had encugn of them. I don't fesl very stronz, but I've gotuen t:e baty weanec
and I nope ti pick up soxe now. I 2l 50 tired and nbrvous ihat I nave nigptuares, snd tie
other night C and Abbie saii I waked btotrn of tnem up calling to tnem wnen I was aslsecr.

Baby hitches all around the floor now and gets into 2verything; ne is very sweet. Tell
Anna when she weans her babies to wean them so taey will not have to be fed nights. 1 is
just as easy and they are better off tnan wnen they are drinking in the nigat. L baby is
in his crib every night at six and he doesn't wake up until 4: 50 tne next worning; I undress
all tne cniliren rignt in the sare room and it cossn't disturb him a particle. I call tuat
a Pretty good baiy.

I took Ruth down town witn me tnis =zoriing and had ner weighed; sne weigns just 30
lbs., Alice 32 ani James 37.
George's wife is expecting every day; I con't kaow if
the N.P. Land Office or not, but I snould suppose so. e &
yet.

nis people know he is out of
oesn't know usnat he will go at
Tell Ex we put a teaspoonful of lime water in tke baty's food every tizme he eats and
Dr. hicks says tae younger tne baby tne more tney ougat 1o hnave. It helps them to get
their teeth easily and wakes good strong teetn. I know those twins wust be lovely ana I'd
give anything to see them. I want to see Chub awfully, too, and should tihink as ne can get
Passes trat ne wight run out here and make us a visit. Tell anim if ne will come that Tacoza
won't have anytning in it too good for him to have a slice of. I can't zive up tas idea
of hnaving souxe of you come and see ire out nere. I think every time I zo down toun, aother,
of how mucn good the trip on tne open car would do you witsn the salt wster breeze. You
and Em go to Bing. by all wsans, 2nd Em, you go to Guilford Lake wits that party, too. Ask
Uncle dim to board motner while you are gone and I'll pay nim. If vou havea't anytuing to
go to B. with get it of Charlie and I'll pay him just as soon as you senc tae bill. I
think, motaer, if you get away frow hoze for awhile it will do you more good than medicine.
I wust stop now, for there's lois to do. Be sure and go to B. and I'll help pay for
your trip, 30 go and nave as good a time as you can. Stay two or three weeks and get a
good rest. Ride on tne cars every where you go and don't walk a block if you can nelp it.
I send you all love, and hope I can see you before many wore contns pags==----

6

July 29: 1895
. Address: 2802 Puget Sound Ave.

My Dear Motner;

Abbie had a nice long letter from Em tnis =morning, telling all about your
visit in B. and I am so glad you nad sucn a nice time and I wisa I could nave been with
you, for I suould enjoy seeing tne home faces more tuan anytiing else I know af.

I am so sorry for Fred and wisn I could do sometuing to held hiw. Dear old fellow,
it makes my heart ache to tiink of nis having suca a .hard time, and all tie rest of you,
too, for tiat matter.

I've done my own work tnree weeks today and I am all tired out. I thougit I could
save sorzie money tnat way, but Ll find when I've put oy wasming and ironing ous, tuat tuere is
very little saved, if anytring. I am drageed out all of the time besides. I'm breaking in
anotner Swede tiris mworning and will nave to keep her for a tine aryway, as we are going o
move eit:ier this week or next. By tradinz scme land that se nad and putting in a little
cash Charlie nas bougnt a place that we tnink we will llke very much. It is a corner =wits
8 large yard and a good barn a2nd quite a pretty nouse. I ;1 send ycu a picture of it as
soon as I can. It is quite = ways out, but only hhlf as far as George lives, and tue car
runs within two blocks of it every hal{ hour. e think 1t %ill be sucn a nice place tTor
the cnildren. This block is overrun wits cnildren, and althougi sose of thew belonz tc
#ealtny and high tones peopls, yet ixey are pretty rough. I'm anxious to get mine wiere
tney will be alone by tiezselves. ‘

Charlie is working very hnaré now, worked all day Sun
him, anz brousznt tnex up nere to lunch about G o'clocxk la
100, and so we nad quite a2 little lunca party. I didn't t to bnc untii twelve, anc got
up av five tuis morning, so I feel a bit slespy. It took zs from six ia tre zoraing until
after eizht at nizht to io tne work, even with 211 tunat Atbie did.
Friday night I gave out and went 1o bed at six o'clock witn a sick neadacae. I
thought I was going to be sick sure.

day wit.: two typewriters nelping
v evening. lr. Kall was nzre,
D
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(Thursday eve)

tiere this letter uazs lain since iicnday, and one interruption aiter anotuer nas
kept me frow finishing it. But I'll gend it alonz witil I czr do better. .e've beea 1?ok-
ing over drawers and trunks, getting reaay o wove andlhave oeen more than busy. e w}ll
nzove Londay, I tuink. Toe girl I tave tainks she coesn t want to go out so far, 50 zayde
Abbie ané I #ill nave to "zo it alone™ ancd thet xzeans an awiul lot of nard work.

I wisa you were here tc enjoy tie house witli us, for thnere is a niece poren you can
sit on and watcn the steazboats and snips passing. I see by today's paper tuat wrs, Billings
is dead; I knew sue was very low. OCne orf us will 4ry to go out there tomorrow and see wrat
we can co for trem. Mr. 3. has been clerking in Gross Bros. aal I've seen zniw guite often,
but I've not been out trere in over a year ani I'm ashazed of it.

Em didn't write how mucs your trip to B. cost you, but I'nu going to seuu you soce-
thing towards it. iaybe I'll have soretning in the worning to enclose wi%ti tais, but I
can't tell until C. cowes nome. He is down to tre office working tonignt.

de nad an invitation to go with a yachting party for a ueek's cruise of tie souric,
starting next oaturday, but we t:icugnt we'd ratrer gst moved and settled anz enj0y our new
home. Abbie went out witn a party or fourteen and spent t.e day, yesterday, ir. a nad®ina
launca. kr. Wade, a friend of ours, umades tue party for his dsughter and Abbie said s:e
never spsnt a more delightful day im her life. Bessie vade took t:e lunca for tne wrole
party, an< all it cost Abtie was a nickle. '

The children are all usually lively. The baby stands very nicely, but doesa't
attempt any steps yet; I don't know how it will seew wien nhe gets to welking, for ue've not
been without a little baby in the house for a long time. re is very affectionate and very
saweet, and you cculun't help loving hia.

I've got so much to tell you and Zam that I don't get time to write, anc basides, I
wourn all tae time because tne children are gromwing so fast you can't see tnex waile tney
are babies.. iy best love to you gl=====-

Aug. 28, 1862

My Dear Mother and Em;

I've been trying ever since re moved to write you, but you've no
idea how hard a time we've had since the fist week, for t.e girl only staid one week after
ne came out here. Tuat left Abbie and I everytning to do and witn a sick baby intc the
bargains You can iuagine we had no idle mozents. I zot up et six every wmornina and it
was 8 and 9 o'clock wher ws got thrcugh and then I had to drag myselr off to bed for I
nad to be up witz baby in tae nigat.

Hovever, ne is all rignt arain now, and we zre partially sstiled so we can live
corfortably and tninrs are beginaing to look briszhter. Last sunday I ked just finis:;ed =y
nork and vas ready to begin dinner and I went out to feed tie dog; as I wzat into us yard
wnere isne former owaer kept nis cow, .2 big gate swuns and scraped my neel aviully, sut
just taen Abbie called out trat she saw all of tue Jillesiie's couing up t:ie sireet anc I
hurried in to s=e tuem. dell, tnsy staid tc dinner and before tney went lir. ani lirs

e . Rarmaze
ceze and staid until the last car at 11 o'clock. The nex* morcing vre.a I got up wy foot
and leg wers all swollen up and I'ye not been able to step on it since. But I help Abbie
all I can and wash cisnes witsn cy leg up in a chair, ana taias zorning I nobbled around on

one foot and <id tne c.amber work.

, (a5 vy =)
So you see I'G ratser luid up ans can taks Lise 1o .. &
are.asleep. e like tie new unore very uwucn, it is so lignt and sunny and se nave =2 cood
view of tne Sound. Sunday we sas a tug ©ow in tuo bis tez snipns froz Japan an arytine
you look out you can se: yacats, steamboats an. ssilboats. Toen we nave o lerve yzri for
tne children asd = barn, 2ad tne neig:bors are not sittiag riznt cn your shoulders il of
the time. The man who built Lhe place aas put seven thousand dollars into it, and :
it fer 322CC;5 four hundred cash, znd ine rest about $2C a wmounth. wWe tnink it is a Erez
bargain. C. rad Lo rustle tc get t . ad just done 2bout JECC wortn of vy
ior a zan and was going to turn that in, Lut thae ran skippel tle couniry, so 5z tiinks
T

1

.
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L

a
ne aever will gel : cent cf it. e was preity blue, aand is not fzelinz well 2i-zzsr. re
is tsking "Ho-to-Bac" and tryine 10 get rid of tnat labit arnd see if e won't fesl Laiisr.
If it nadr't been for nis omn worries I would meve %old nic of your treoutlie and Ired's

and if taings brigznten up I «will do so yet.

o

. S——— s = e
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I had no idea Fred's affzirs were in suci siape; I thou nt
» 4 - . L 3

the fa ctory for a short tzms. Ly heart acnes vor nlx, s

your lstter °n01031n3 nis I could not slee2 =z wink, but lay

fer you all.

2Pare eacin otnesr zucn, did tusy
I don't know what you've rot %0 do, mother, in order t
You are the nexi heir and I srould think could hold it, bu

—
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st a legal claiw to tue house.

<L
Icon't ¥now. 1I n”ul’ see a
lasyer if 1 were you und fix it so you would feel Derfectly satisfied. I woulidn't Lcrt' oo

o]
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tne house [or any nundred dollars; if you shculd lose it you wouli feel sorry you aad not

'1’ (D

zortgaced it Jor wore. If you couli do it for several .wundred dollars on five years tio
or sowmetuing like that, it would be a good tuing 1 shioul:s wiink. If you can <o taat you
nad better s,lt iv dovm ior your clethes and come an! stay wit.a me. I'll woard you as long
as you rant to stay, willinzrly zni claily, and you can travsl out here wi%t.: irs. Lewis anc
Jennie, and tne caange woull e just wnat zother needs. I'll do everytaing I can for you

and your living won't cost you a ceni.
Don't you think that would be a good plan te 2z could find sowe congenizi aorx
a1 .ongy to send you, btut I can inink
and Aninna would reai tae uouse

nere trat wouli just »uit ner. I wisp I uad =
of no betier plarn than tuis for you. laybe Charli N
and that would bs quite a nelp, 1co. Write we w you tuink of it; I aops you'll tniuk
seriously of it, for I've tnougut of ‘V“’jtﬂlﬁé and can tridi of notainz better.

I will write wore about tre cnildren in wy next; taey are all + well and very busy.

y Dear liother;

. It is after Go'clock, but sozenow I feel as °how-h I could nct gc to bed
without a little visit wita you and Ex before I zc. I haven't any news to write, zud I ax
awfully tired, so I guess you won'4 be much pleased vith iiis letter.

Jave not been avay frez

e T
We are all as well as usual. I 't wear a shoe yai
tas all worn out, and tne otuer

o

e ca:
nhoze once in thrse weeks. I nave an old oair of sinoes
evening I put rubbers on over taew as it was raining, and wert down town. I aave so wucii
to do, tiough, tnat I can't gel lonescme snd tren t.is new noue is so pleasant it n=iys
& great deal. e can sit in our sittiay rooz and look out over the bay and see beata of
all kinds and trat is very interestinz to ne. James enioys it as wuck as I do, and runs
for us Lo look every time-cns cemes in. I just wish you were botn here to enjoy it «ith
ze; I'd give you tne snugrest anl varzest cornsrs you bettsr believe.

I was s0 glad to get Em s lact letter and to lxo. tuat frei nas work again; I've
worried so about aim. I can't sce =iy i.e best people z2lwsys nave t.e nardest ro: %o hosz,
can you?

"
1

I have had a great deal of cordany sinse we wovedout ners ans they =z2lizys stay and
eat a meal, and it zazkes a lot 0f ccoxins to do. lr. and wrs. Ranege came to dinasr Fridoy
eve and lr. Hall 7as here to dinner yesterday. It is fun to ses Lr. eni Mrs. R. aquarrel
over Ruth. Lrs. R. saic ue gave nsr a reel scolding after they left t:cause she wenopolized
Rutn.

: I do so want you tc see ths crildren wnile viagy ars young zng sweel and I Zray o1l ths
tice that you may. Pnilip pushes a chair around nou and is g2tiing very cute. I zani to
see L10ss tw aufully; I kaow tnsy nust be too cute nytaing.  And 1 nant to ses oy
baby Nall

35 she used vo look runqing

ra
-ie, tco. Jear little girl, I can ses Lisr now just

rite vo ue, and by ine way, wny
cf .

around ihe orcnari up at the depot. I wisn she would

ny
s 1 R . .
doesn t Anna ever write? Tell her I've a0t t.at tintyoe

q isr and tne twins 3rc tasir
bottles on top of tne secrestary and it makes ne lauzs every tixs I lcol at i, t.aey all
se2m 15 be enjeying 1t so. Tell Crub I s23ll exPect scxs 1ine pnotcds now re a5 a new
cazera, and I wish he'd take soxze ror Charlie of aie hLcre angd aurroundings.

James told his oura the other day thnat ne didn't dare £0 dovn cellzr in tre barn, for
he kept “hearing a noise" +.srs, and ns wished he'd zet a cow and then he'd kaow wrat tre
noise wus. Ruil. gets nad at me and say “ean! i El

S an't dlay in ner yard any wore". Ghe i
regular little sgitfire (( wateh out!)) an ! aiaps lively, cnce in avhile. Al
getting Very nice and ladylixe (undersco » and in his snanduritingi™io=i a
and Jazss is very gentlezanly ("is set", by Dad). I feel gaite proud of thew. wnen I
filrst hurt wy foot and has nars werk to cet aroajd, every ticze I got up out of =y chnair
Jazes would come and zant ce tO lesn on his saoulder. .

e
N
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I think Jaxes iz Abbie's favorite, for sie retws nad =25 a el nen wihsnever .e correct nis.
George's wife is. doing her oun work, washins and all, ind tiking care of tris baby. .2
were out trnere onz nignt and 4+ told lsr now busy my work kept xe and s.ue said sis cot ners
all done up at ¢ o'clock in tie zorninz! ((scunds like Aunt Hwxza, doesn't it?))
It sesns queer to think ¢f Azunda anaving another [fauily i ne nocuse; I ! inx

v 8
she'd like it. wean all tre tize to write tc Uncle Jiz ani Ueal, but I den
at it. Give thew my love and tell thex I tizink of thew a great deal.

well, wotier, tris is a queer letter, but it will sacw you wiat I think of you. a
hopes to get sewing to do soon and we will aelp ycu all we can tais winter. I never troucht
trat Em ought to do it slone, tut sczenow I've not been able to find a ray to nelp ner.
3fe hzs been a dear brave girl and + tnink we all appreciate wiat sie has done. It will
soon be a year since grandma went frouw us, but wratl a sweet unselfish resesbrance sne le

~ el o

witn us, and father, too, how vwe wiss nim yet, tue dear kind oli fatner trst worked so nars
for us all.

Keep up a goocd neart, motasr, for your children love you and appreciate tne care you
have given them, even if it seexs otnerwise at times. I zust stop ncw, but I send you boin
all the love of my heart, with hugs and kisses by the score-------

Oct. 18, 1895

My Dear Ones;

Somsthing keeps whispering to me tonignt to "write <o mother®, sc I have let
my dimner dishes go until moraning so that I mzay do so. I ax not quite as tired ss usual
tonignt, for Ruth and I were invited down to iirs. Gillespie's to lunch today and I d¢id rot
get home until Abbie nad dinrer all ready tonight, so I tad a nice rest.

de rec'd your letiter, motner, ard Em s, tais zorrnine and were so glad to get a few
lines from your own hand, bescause I know it was an effort for you to write taex, and all
day long I've been thinking of you more than ever and wisning 4 could get wy arms around
your neck and give you some good hugs, for if I have babies of my own I still feel tiae nsed
of sone "motnering® myself.

We were terribly shocked and grieved wznen wme got Zz's card saying Uncle Ed had passec
away and we have watched anxiously for particulars of his death. ¥ taink it was just dread-
ful that he aad to suffer so all alone; it seeus sc hard for one uwno was always s0 syzpatastis
for others. Jon't you remesber, motner, he was cne of the first to come and see ze giter
James %as born and ne was there when Ciarlie came. I can remember notning but kindness frez
him all xmy life. :

We will sign the papers and return thex 2s soon a3 possible. I au rlad you nad a
little visit from Fred and I wisn he could see you oftener. dnen I tnink of uix and all
the rest of you I just long for thousands of dollars to give you to make it easy for you all.
I wisn on your account that Abbie would go east and spend tre winter with JOou anyway, but
I know it would be like pulling ner heart out almost to lzave tre children, and I can't
urge ker to come foo fear she will tnink I con't want ner to stsy with us, and I'z sure I
don't know wnat I'd do without hey for sie is a second zother to ine cnilcren znd iias 8t00d
oy we througa s ickingss and everytaing, but I atill taink sne ougat to te wita you.

Ezm is an awful good girl, mother, and nas stood by you like a hero and I think it
is your duty to fix things so that sne will nave whal trere is sometiuwe. I nope tne tiuzs
is very far of'f wnen you will not need it, but I do taink Eu is tne one tnat snould be
thought of. I don't waat you to consider me in tne least, for I've cone notuing=-—-==

((the.rest of tunis seems to be gone))

Novexber 21, 1895
My Dear Cnes;

I wrote you a long letter yesterday, but it was sucn a blue one tnat I've
burred it up and az going to see if I can do beiter today. I've not writien to you in
a long time, but I've thoughi of you all of tine tine and wisned { could s=e you., I de-
clared I never would write azain until I had some more substantial vay ¢f ghowing zuy
love for you than mere wordis, but I can't wait any longer for tnat, now tnat I know xzxer
motner is not feeling as well as usual. I do nope sue is better by thnis tize, and

t

ze, as e
nave heard nothing further frow you, I trusi trat sne is. I ze

O sena ner sowetning
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gsoon to make her more comfortable. Has sne gocd warwm clotanes to wear arnd everytning of trat
kind? 1 saw sowme sucn nice warm slipgers down town tne otner day, itney were pretty, too, and
I'11 send ner a pair as scon as you send e ner size. Cur credit is good nere a2na 4 could
get most anytaing sne needed at ine stores nere, ir yeu'd let ze knox about it, zac taen
you could save your money for otner tunings. How I mean tnis, Bu, and #ill get you anytning
she may need £f you'll send me word, or anything for you eitner. You know I cculd get
things to you in about two weeks at the most froz the tire you wrote we. If you don't let
ze nelp in this way I don't know waat I can do. I woule gladly come home if I could, but
don't know wnere we would rajse tne xoney o come with. we've nad so mucn troulb #n our
Tacoma banks that none of thew even have money to lend nce. I would make arny efiort to coue
and see you if I &nly knew wmat to do.

I am not feeling at all well, have rheuratism a great deal anc a good many other
aches and pains, but I keep zoing and I'm 7lad I aw as well as I am after all I've been
through. The children are all usually well now and as noisy a little lot as you ever saw.
At times they are sweet as angels and at otaers guite trying.

One of our neignbors, lMrs. Jamieson, wnere Jawes goes aifter wilk, told me tne other day
that she thought I nad the best boy s:e ever saw. ore said sne could nuz nim all to pieces.
He is a pood bdy, and as trusty as re can b2, sind nhas tne welfare of tne otuer canilren on
nis wind remarkably for one so young, and is a great help witn thex. .

Abbie nas gone down town this afternoon; sne nus been everywnere ic see if sne could
get work to do, and is engaged for three days this week. She has tried faithfully to nelp
you; we would do tne housework and lei her nave tzne money, but the wasning and ironing
com-s to about wnat e have to pay a girl and neltner of us are strong enougn to do txat/
ie've taought of every possible way to aid you; Caarlie told Abbie any time sne wanted to
go east he woulcd get her a ticket and give it to her willingly, but sae objects tc him
getting tie ticket, I don't know wny, unless it is because ne can get it cheaper tnan sne
can. JShe is very particular about it, I thnink.

Do you nave Dlenty to read, motaer? I tnink I have some books you'd like and I'll
send you some the first tiwe I ao down town. Tne postman won't take a rackage froa nere,
he's too lazy to carry it. I'll nave to close now, r it is time for nim to come and I
want you to get tnis apology of a letter as soon as possible. :

Take good cape 067 yourself, mctner, and zet well =28 fast as you can. How good Ex
hes been to you all these years since Fatuer dled, I ¥now she'll get ner reward.
#itn best love--—=-=

Tacona,
Nov. 2%, 1855

My Dear Ones;

You don't knov how I want to help you and be witn you now tiat wotner is sick.
It seems as if my heart would break because I canunot be tnere to do tnings for ner. If
knew cf anyone on eartn I could get to stay witn the cnildren I weculd come on for a faw
weeks and nelp you if for no lo:ger.

But I haven't enougn nozey to bring tnem all, and if I had I would be afraid of ihe
cold veatner for trem. Buil if motner isn't well soon I'll try nard to coxze on and bring
Jaces if C. can get passes for ue. I tnink of you every minute, and last nigat waen I
read Em's letter of last Sunday it seexed as if I must fly to you.

Keep a brave heart, mother, and don't g ve up for zus sake of us all. I know Ex will
give you tie best of care and all tne restu will do all tugy can for you. Jaat a good girl
Em is and how faitnful s:e has been! I send you a little nelp in tuis and nope it will do
you some good. Don't try to do anytaing, Em, but take care or motner. Tell Uncle Jiz for
me tuat I love nim =ore tunan ever for wnat he has done for mzotuer, anu a2.ytuing furtaer
trat ne cas do I will tnanPfully and gladly repay in tae future. Caub is so good, too!l
He w2s always good to we and 1 snall never forcet nis bringing me that §25 tane morainz I
left for tne west.

I hope + shall get a letler scon sayinz t.at motner is very mucen izprcved. Can't you
get Nellie to write every day or two if you nsaven't tize, jusi a few words tc let us knou
now sne is? I won't write rore today, tut will write again in a day or two. e are all
well and send lots of love tc you all------

(IJ
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% o'clock p.a.
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iy Dear BEm;

I've just rec'd your letter of tas 25th end I uasten to ansvier it. I want to tell
you, Em, tmt Abbie and I did write as soon as we neard motrer was ill, ana we iave writte:
often ever since. You mdy not hnave rsc'd <re letters, but we wrote taew and Ecsted tiez, 30
I hone you won't be too nard on us. @ know I've oiten besn negligent about ur1t¢u", but I

id not intedd to be ditn a farily like tais oqnts tize is not aluays one's oun, as you cust
¥now. You tnink t»o babies ars quite a care, but I guess you'd fird taat four was even wors
80, If % was glving ay tize and attention to anytaing else you wmizut f£ind £ault witn wze, but
1l am not. I don't go anywhere at all, but stay right ati hoze and attend to tne noze duties.

1f I have any tixe aside frow %nose Autlﬂs it is spent in wiiting to you, Ffor I dc not correg-
2oad witn anyone else. 30, Em, if *.az negligent I do not zean to be. I love Jou and wotner
with all my heart, as you ouznt to know if you care anything for xe.
I am so gla@ wotaer is iwproving; =y zind nas been on ner ever since I knaw ane Was s ici,
and Abbie and I have racked out brains to tnink of soxe way tc nelo you. Kew tnat Abbie nas
2 job in tne store witn a possibility of promction I tinink sae bester stay hnere, unle
fnovi that sne can get a steady job there. e will be able to help you soxe after a lit:
Abbie won't be out any for bOErJ or wasaing and if she stays there sune can help you scze.
Sir. 3tone said tnat tney needed extra nelp tnreugn tne holidays and tne first of Jan, ne ssouls
cut down tne force one tiird, but he didn't 3ay wrstaer he'd keed nar after trat or not.
Abble will have ner carfare to pay, and tre 11ttle tainga ane'll need for nerself. Taere
doesn't anyone knox better tuan I, Em, taat I ougnt to nelp you and motner. Anna doesn't
need 10 reuind e of it, nor aayone else an: if' you were neer I could do lots for you tuat
I can't way out nere, and be only too glad to do it.
But Em, "tires at the worat will surely mend" tney say and maybe there will be a turn
in your favor to repay you for all your nard work. I could stand nearing you "talu" an zawrul
lot, Ez, and I wish you were right nere tai: winute to do it. T aw awful lonesoze =nen Abtie
is gone, with no one to talk to; we'ke bsen togethner so long t.at it is aard to nave aer zornie.
(Evening)
I had to stop writing t= afternoon, and now I will try and finis:. tais letiar.
I ve just put tre cnildren to bed and C. and I nave settled down by tne stove for a long win-
ter's evening. Abbie hasn't coxe yet and I' = afraid she'll get wet for our lovely day nas
turned into a drizzly, rainy evenine. .
#e have on of the new airtigat wood stoves in tune back Parlor tnat cost $1C and it
warms front and back parlor, dining room, upper and lower nall and two bedroors, for 1 keep
tae nhouse all open. You only have to put in wood tuo or tnree tizes a day; tney ars tne
nicest tning 1 ever saw in tue way Oi a reater. Do you nave tiem taere?
I will send =otaner some undervests and tuings if I can get down town toworrow; irf I
can't I'll nave Abbie bring trew tomorrow nignt and I'll senc tiem ocaturiay, George's folks

are going on tne, rancn sonetime before the 1Stn. e will be tue zainer by treir going, for
tney want to store tneir pianoc aere. e will enjoy tnat, for tasre are lots tnat come here
that play and we rave missed iihe susic that we nad at nome. I'g give 50 rucia to near ycu
play and sing, Em. .

deil, motrer, I am plad tnai you feel better, and nope ycu will be very careiul of
Jourselx nﬂreafter. diti: love and kisses~=--—-
L.onday,

Dec. 16, 1895

»y Dear Cnes;

Doing my level beat last week I could not find time to write to Jyou. Yesterday
I taougnt I'd surely get tize, but we had coupany frox ten irn tiie rorenoon till eleven adt
night, an¢ I »as so tired ot I poked off tc bed.

Arbie was in trne 35+ .: state for tiey kept ner exirz ti:ze is tre store zeliling ready
ror Xras. 8o I'll be hopins .o - 1l forgive us agsin. e rec'd Za's letier oat. sand .are de-
Lighted to near wmotiher was & .ucn better. It uale wme feel s5 lirat nearted trnat I've wanted
10 do sowetning extra ever : :e to sros my rratitude. It is so asrd to nave anycne 590 dear
238 motner sick so far away - knox tizt you ezn't 2o to tusz.

Ch zctner, we tougnt <. ~naervests ans slippsrs for you a nesk ag0, Lut Atbie wiatecg ze
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to wait and send somwe wore 1li
tonorrcy. Je UTbt vests

all wocl caes and send
Tae slin“ﬂrs ar= not

4~
Wil

'h.)bu

dic nct taink you c@ 214 =ear -
let us xnow it tuey are t

Inr. otone told A tie ne could not give her a perzenent job now, for afler tis holi-
jays he snould reduce nis force ons taird. S0 unless soe ciun get sisawy sork tusre I talng
sne nad detter stay nere until spring and zayde sne will Ilnd sowestining te do. Taoat is
providinr, or course, tnat zotnzr xeeps well; con't you tninic so?

we nave nad a lignt fall of snow today and it locks guite like aint W2 are all usu-
ally well, but tired out =ost ot ihe tine. Cparlie is wokxinrz on a case now anere e na2s
to get out a daily transeript, end it takes nim with twro tyPewriters all day znd until zic-
nisat. He was_sc tired out yestercay he cculd nardly w=ove.

Tes, Ex, I'c roing to have u trse for tue crildren; it doesn't tzke long to fix it and
tney enjoy it 3o xucn it nore insn pays. Toey want Alice to speazk cdown 2t tle courcn, bub
shz hes sucn a lew voice I doa't helisve sne will cake zucn of a success e it.

Erza has been in today and says tney are nearly packed znd will go 1¢ the renca next
Saturday; siis szemed very blue and I guess zne <dreads it very tuca, z¢re taan sue tells cfl
We have never mad a particle of Trouhle of 2ny kKind, and I tuink sne is a prstty gooa
woman. one is peculiar a2bout sowe thain-s,; bul so are sll ¢l Us, and we can't relp it
eitner, 30 now are we Lo blane for it?

It's almest time for tune gostwan and I want 4c get this off, so I'1] clcse. If I
don't get s chancs tc write again this week I'1l nish you 21l a "herry Xeas® in is, sc

yeu'll have it anywsay.

Once again, with lci: of love-----

Dec. 26, 1E9S

iy Dear mcther and oister;

Taey did nct deliver mail yesterday, but C. weat down to tne office last

eve and brouznt ze Ex's letter of

the 15tn.

I'a 30 sorry noi.er <oes not

sor
i

viex up faster

than ene does. I'p afraid she gct up too guickly after her last iliness. I wisn I could
be tnzre and would if I nad anytioing to oows witn. Abbie will cows if we can raise tne
roney in any way for ner to coze with. Je nad the monsy a Dew wesks ago, but paic It a 1
out wien ae thougzut she was not coming, and now sns'll nave to wait. I'm guiully sorry
it happened so, and she and I are 3just as blue over it as you are, I assure you. C. Las
tried +4c horrow scuwe woney, but ras not found anyone that nal any t lend.

I tougat of you all yesterday and wisnsd we could all ts togeuner. &e nad a little
tree for tne cnildren and t:ney nad a nappy tize I assure ycu. we nad the iree baicre cay
light yestercay =orning, ani iir. 2nd lirs. Razage «ere 30 anxious Lo be nsre Trnal tiey zoOU
up at sixz o'clock and came out in tns gourlnc rain and staid to breakfast. After an acur
or so it clsared off and we nad 3 beautiful day. I took a walk witn C. =nd Jazes and taat's
all the Xwas I nad.

I %as cozpletly tired out for I nad been up every nizat for two weeks until cidaigat
dressing dolls znd doing suc: thinzs, and s0 last nigat ve vent Lo bed 2 litlle after eigat.
It is uy "poor we2i" and I still fesl under trne weatier. I've nad it prsity .ard for tne
last few wesks witn Abbie gone and Georre's folks nere four days, out I'z geing Lo try aad
rest up soon now. I've tesn having some kidney trouble, witn a backacae 2ll iie tiue; I
can't hold ry water, and if I az not beiter scon I aw going tc ses tne Dr. zbout in. 1
tnink I nave sore wealkness, wit: a DPressurs on l:ne bladder. por't tell anybody, Ti.Cugn,
for I trink a little reat =ill straiscten ze out all rizat.

We are s¢ proud of NWellie and I wisa sne'd work Ibr a Cornell scaclarsaip, for I
‘taink sns could surely zet it in a year or two. ohe is 30 advanced 1.zt i'c afraic +ie ook
we sent will bte rather juvenile r aer, bul if it is tell fer to save it for irne cabdles.

I can't realize t.at hell is asarly srcun.

' It is storaing like all possessei tocay. Abbie ms zone down toarn for ze, as I was
too ti{ed 1o go for myself. I wisa I could sit down witn you tals afterncon, 2o, rigat by
wotner s bed zni visit to our neart's content. I a2z S0 scrry sne hias to suffer an: wisan I
could take it all upon .yself if it weuwld 20 any good. 1 xrom just acw 1992 and datisnt
s:ue is, and it grieves ze to inink I ever gave ner anyianing tut kind words a.c pentlencss.

I vay telling Ziza $iat woiner was ill tas olisr day, and sne sal: sune rexetbered uer
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as uell as aryone sre zet in tre east, and siue tacupnt sue was "suca a swset, wind wcman.'

I donu't think anyone can saw ourht but rcod of ycu, wotrer, und I loaz szc <o
as if ry neart wculd bresk because I cannct.

Don't you worry, Zu, about nou sending Xwas tainzs. I

Cw your reart is bis enouzn
and that you love us all, and tiat's the zain taning. Tie sails ars all late on account of
snox in the mountains, but yocurs cawe tarcugh on time. ¥ith best of love ic you boia~~-—-

Jan. 2, 1396~

My Dear ilother and Sister;

My first letter thnis year snall be to you, and I hope it finds you, xotner,
very.much better and improvirg fast. Jde had a quiet but pleasant New Year's day; tne day
#a8 beautiful and lir. and Lrs. Kilpatrick of Seattle caze unexpectedly anc spent =most of
the dey with us. de did nct invite anyone 19 diwmner and were all by ourselves, and nad only
fried caicken, so you see we wid not celebrate wuch.

Chariie, Abbis and I were invited to lLrs. Gillespie's in the evening, but only C. and I
went for Abbie said sne didn't feel well. &e mad a nice luncheon st about ten o'clock of
coffea, cake, sandricnes etc., and we had a very plnasanu Lire. Tnis afternoon Abbie nss
taken Jaxes and Alice out to see Liiss Eillings znd Rutn and Psilip are naving taeir nap,
8o it unusually quiet here.

George's folks wrote for us to cowe over there for lew Year's dinner, but of course
we couldn't go, for tze fare for just one person ore way is §l6.

C. has been working nignt and day on a damage suit, and we nave hardly seen him. But
it is ended nox and I nope he will be able to get nome for tne evening, it is so lonesouze
wnen he is gone 80 much.

I s= glad you had sucn a nice Xwas and I wisn I could have contributed wore to zake it
80, I am glad, too, t:at the tnings were all rizht and tmest you liked tnem. Abbie is
working me a sofa pillow and Lizzie sent me a stock for the neck, and tnat was waat I naa,
whicl. was a great plenty I think. C. didn't nave a moment's time to get anrnytning and we
fixed tne tree between twelve and one o'clock trat nignt.

I'm glad you had a nice visit from Aunt Sue; Abbies wrote to Uncle Jim last niznt.
Tell Charlie and Anna we vwere sorry we had to lnave themr out tnis Xxas, and we intended to
make something nice for the tabies 1; AbblP nadn't gone in tue store. I'm glad t:ie noli-
days are over, but % think I have wuch to be trankful for, for ine babises rave all kert
so well tnis winter, and I feel very good indeed now. TYou nurry and get well, zotner, and
our cup will be fillsd to tne brix with joy. .

I stood in t:e window and =watened tne cnildédren wnen theysisrted off and it zade ne
think of the time wnen motaer and fatrer used tc stsnd in tae window and waten us dowa tae
street wnen tney mad cot us dressed up. I tell you we appreciate a motner's and fataer's
love and care of us wnen ve get babies of our own. I can't write any more fcr I'z expect-
ing company toworrow and I've got to get =y Saturday meniinz done today. Tnis will let
you knos tnat I taink of you and love you lotg—----

Feb. 10, 1366

My Dear Cnes;

I've a little time befcre lunch ,and will izprove it begianning a letter to you.
tie were s0 plemxsed to get a letter in zmotner 's dear nandwriting once zore, anc I nope you'll
be careful, xot:er, and not get sick again. -

de are szll usually well, t.uat is all but zyself, and I am not sick only I feel weak
and unstrung and get so nervous and tired out trat my snoulders jerk just as tney used to
at hoce, motner, wnen I wasn't well. I tnink I stay hoze tco closely, but den't see now
I can do otiervise for a long time yet. I've oaly been our one evening since Xzas, 30 you
see I am quite steady. But snougn about we and my btad feelings, for I know you and Exz nave
enough of tnose witnout nearing atout wine.

I found a couple of books abcut tre house, wotner, tie ctner day aand sent tuew oif &

you for I tnougnt tney wight nels you to pass away a few hours. "The Little Linister" ic
a particular favorite of wine ancd I acwe you'll enioy it as =mucs as I did

we gre naving veautiiul spring weather now ana tre days ars mcst of trex 50 wars
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and pleasant tnat Jazmes, Alice and Ruti. can play out a creat deal and Puilir rurns on tne
porch sowe of ine tiwe, That is a great nelp, z2nu Yares iz sc careful und trusty witn ireo
tzat I Teel perfectly safe when ne nas tnew. Tosy are dear little thainzgs, all ol tnem, and
I'd give anytuing if 1 could szow thez to you inis very dsy. Pailip i: suen -n arrsctionate
little fellow tnat I know n2'd £C siraight to yours and Z:'s nearts tae Tirst taine.,  Alilcs
said tne otner daj, Mama, i gg want to go and see tnat foor sick grandiza so." ani I taoug:s
I guess you don't want to any wote taan your motzer does.

Tnere is no news wnatever to write taeat can tnink of; Cnarlie k=seps busy ac
the tiue, but it is narder work to colleci tie pay for nis work taman it is to do
Abbie is well as usual and sits nere reading. Just tnink, Rutn is tarze years ol
montn; it doesn't seec possitle, dces it? Tiey are groring up sc fasti.

¥ell, I guess I'll stop writing, for I don't feel at all interesting tocay;
near xy sick tize makes me so lazy. I send you lots of love-—--

Q—c“

Feb. 27, 1896

My Dear Oned;

I'm going to try and write you a little letier tonizht, altanougn I naven't
an interesting thing to tell you about. Tie fauily are all better or tueir colds ang I
guess are coming out all right. I've been sneezing all day, but ax going to try anu ward
off a cold. I az feeling better tuan waen I wrote laai; I was so blus tirat day Zor it was
the day before umy sick day and I cugnt not to have writtesn in such a strain for I zncw you
have enouga to taink of without beinz burdened wita wy blues, so I'll iry and do bette
after tais.

de've nad a regular April day witn snowers and sunsnine alternating aanu a good brisk

wind blowing. ts beginning to seex like sprirng here, for tie grass is green, crocuses
and daffodils are in blcom and y rose busnes are all leavins out I expect you are naving

winter weatner yet and it xzakes me wis: 80 tnat you and motnqr were-nere wita us.

I do so wanit % see you all. I nave a longing for "noze and v*ot.nev"" all tae tice, but
I have it wore when tiue spring coxes. I went cut tais afternooan between sucwers and wade
three calls nere in t:e neig.ibornood, ana yesterday I made taree down in tne city, soze of
trex I've owed for mauy wonths, and I rell quite neppy at getting tiem paid up. I'r sucn
a poor nand to go calling.

Cnarlie did a0t coie noxze to dinner tonigat, ang Pnilip was s0 lisapuointed ne did
not come or: tie car ne u=uallj cormes on, taatl ne lay down on tihne floor anu tuwped ki nead
ani cried *Pa-pa--pa pa." T crildrern are getting sc lively anz noisy tuzt tasy ne arly

drive us crazy. I expect if we should bring taex east tisav you, motaer, znd Eu, too
would gc wild; but tney are sweet, tco, an: I kaor you'd love tuea all.

Ruth walked over by Mr. iead's Sunday as ne was out in itne yard; ne saiu ne talked
to her quite a wnile and Tinally told ner 22 trougnt sae wasg a pretty nice zirl. S.ie asied
hiz then, ne said, if he wasn't "atlkiar througn nis nat™; ae was so pleased e naa 10 tell
Charlie and I auout it. Tusy 49 sey suca funny tnin-s scoretimes.
e

I aw glad you are beiter, zctuer, snd I aope you'll be very careful of yourself and
not get sick agaian . Bz went so long vitaout writing n2 were afraid s:ae cas sicks It aas
sucih a relief when we got ner letter to know sis was usually well, I az glad tne twins
love her so nuch; what suset little thines they wmust bel

I'11 seni you some zore books 3oon. You zre 30 good, Ew, to ofifer tc take care of
tne crildren if I'll bring them east, so I can.zo all I want to, but wnen is dear oli Ex

goirg Lc Bet her rest and re=creation? dell, I pust stop-=—e--

March &4, 1296
Dear Ones;
I feel just like talking with you toniznt, sc I'il write a 1it

I've notaing intsrestinz to urite actout. .e've 4ll Lzen raviag colds,
tie last on2s to succuwb, are takin:s cur lurns at it new. ZHe ccugas and
tnen e wipes his nose and I "follow zuit® sits mwys own, whicn zakes iz
Otneriise I feel better trnan I nave in a long tice and tsday I've bzen icun
on table for a cnurch dirmer.

Abbie is out tnis svening; nas gons cut witn kr. 2nd .rs. Rucapge ant will

to stay all night with trnes. Last caturday our sare sprinz

(=)

seatser froze up anu L2've

. ',.) ?
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eter nas

been navins a blizzard, altzough you would not taink it very colli, as tne tisrzos
only been 20 above zero. But it seeszed coll to us becnuse we are not used to it and tae
cold wind was very Denetrating. The water pipes froze up Sunaay niznt and we've nal no

vater since, only wnat we've brousnt from a neirubtor's cistern. It zakss it hard wuere tuesre
are a fawily oi cnildren, snd taey've all bzen lookiny like trawps all usek.

Jawes i3 s0 anxious to learn to read that lliss Burgeas, a neignbor across tne sireet,
and a scnoolieacnar, nas nia come cver tnere a couple of sours a day. iie went for tne first
time yesterday and had a new book and malim.slate. You betisr believe npe was proud! ne
put tae book and sla%e uncer nis arw and went to look at niwself in tae zlass before he
started. I could teacn nim to read, I guess, but I don't understani tae syntretic czetaes
the xay they teacn it jiere, and I vant nim tc be able to go rignt along when he goes into
public school.

Panilip grows very cute; yesterday he was crying and I asked nix wsat ne was crying
about and ne suck out his lips and said "unt tell®. ihen he is sleepy he coxes and rete
gold of ay habd and says “airs--boy boo®, zeaning he wants to go upstairs and have =
Boy Blue. Alice told ner fapa the otrer nigit sne loved hiw just as well as sne did CJesus
and C. thiought thal was good enougn.

I was down town tne other day and Atbie let the cnildren go ocut to tae barn to play.
She said as she sat by the window sewing ane neard an awful nowliing and sne locked and Jazes
and Alice had put Ruth in a barrel and ware rolling ner cut of thxe barn.
((Lize to s=e you do it now!))
She said you couldn't see anything but her lsgs sticking out, and sne looked too fumnny for
anything. Ruthk said sne liked it but sne didn't want to try it again.

And now, dear zother, now are you and Zi? I %ope you are muca izproved and trzt Ez is
all rignt. I think you'll see sowe of us before the suamer is over, bul can't prowise any-
thing, everythring is so uncertain. One tning you zay be sure of: if we can couwe wne will.
You can't guess nox I long tc see you all again; there are warz feiends, but tney aren't
rothsr, brothers or sister. I do want to see you s0 much, and now I wmust stop, for wy nose
runs 80 I have to keep viiping it all tne tize---- '

liarch 8, 1896

My Dear Em;
I sent you a letiter Friday, but we've heard notiaing from you in so long tnat I

feel a good deal worried, ani will write again today. W&e've all been having colds; zine

wasn't 80 bad so I zent out with Charlie Trursday eve, and waen we ot ready to ccouie poxe’

we found it snowing and we nad to walk a few blosks to tae car so I zot pretiy danp. Thae

next day wy lungs began to pain me Iand I had to docter up pretiy well or I guess I sould

have teen sick. I'm a good deal better tozay, bul have not been out of tue nouse since.

I don't seex 2 be abls to stand muci lately, altnougn I keep jogzing alcng in %

same routine. Abbie nas tzken Jazes an<d Alice to Sunday School, and Ruta and Pnilip are

asleep, so I ex naving a quiet hour. I wish yocu were both nere to visit wita we.

I tnink Cnarlie and all o us have a toucu of rnomesickness tiis spring, anc I tell
you, Em, if we had tze zoney it woulun't bte longz before we were witn you. I tnink abous
seeing you and motner all day and drezw about it at nignt . I do acpe neitner of you are
sick again and »e'll get a leitter tomorrow; I tnink it will be two wesks <ihen since e
heard froxm you last.

I zean to write oftener, but tne time slirs by before I know it. Tnris past we
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a storiy one, and tae crildren nave had to stay in tze house mcst of the tiswe, and I assure
you it has rade tzings lively. I'g not zoing te rinisa tnis tocday, but wait snd see if tne

postzan brings us a letter, and tuen I'll urite soue wore.

(Konday) .
I've just got your letters and a: so relieved to kacw tnat neitn

I tell you, wotner, your letter was appreciated, for I kn

write it. The tioins zust be better by taie tize

wiil gladly coue roze, Em, if we can, and if I d

s0 you needn't wention it. I suess if I can nir

7ill be to make it easier for you and zc

drive you crazy, but I guess we can mana

L
e su
have t¢ dc any wasninz for
it done nere I can thesre. I
ot narder. I'w afraid tus ¢

e u
I think Aunt Sue acts very queer, bubi =f don't kaow anytiiing about i%, Leing so
far away. I know Uncle Jix will do tne sguare tuing every tize, bless nis gosd asart. I
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axr 80 sorry Fred has sucn hard luck, and 1% zikss me wisn I wasa wiliiosnaire so I could wale
hiw independent. I think with you, wetner, tnaat a -ood long visit witn you i3 dust tne zeci-
cine I need. I can't tnink of anytnines else on sarth thet .

could do me tie ood itnat woulé
: for I ummot, I just r2t <ired and worr

I don't want you to tnink, tiougn, taat I =i si or
1l leave ihe rest for her to tell. 3est lov

: ied
once in awnile. Atbie will =writs soon eni I! e

- —— -

Yay 1, 1296

Iy Dear Ones; .
I haven't written you in a long, lcnv tize, just because I n1adn't tne neart to
write wnen I nad no good news to tell you in regard to our couing east. 3But I won't wait
any longer for fear you'll taink we've forgotten you, altaougn you ought to know I coulin't
do tnat. —

de've been witnout a girl since ounday and it has been nard work for me to keec up
the house work. It takss we all day long and wnen eveninz coxes and trne dinner work done
and tne children in bed, I am glad to crawl off to bed, too, for I have to be up2 at six in
tne morning.

I got the work done early last dednesday and started out tc see if i could rent
the house s0 I could comwe east. I walked about tnirty blocks and was all discouraged wnen
t got hoze, for I did not have any success at all. I don't know wnat to =rite vou} 1 don't
sse now ve all can get the —oney to cowe on, but Abbie will core anyway, I think. You don't
know how all wrong it seems to me for her  go without us, for tunat nas been our one dream
for tne past five years. I can't bear to give it up when I =ant to see you sc, motner, and
Em and all tne rest of the dear ones.

dnen you are all togetuer again back tiere, and Abbie witn you, I nope you won't for-
get poor little me off here alone. But I know you need her wore tuan I do, and tnat taougnt
helps xe to try and not think about the tixe when sne will be gone and I snall be alone nere.
I only wisn we would pay ner for half tmt sie has doe for us, for me particularly, since
she has been here.

Em, wnen those babies have indigeation like that cive tnexn csstor oil tne first tnirg.
Dr. Hicks told us to do so and it works like a charm and saves lots of Dr. bills. Our bill
for a docter has only been $19 in the lust year and a nalf ané I think tnat is very little
considering the size of our fazily, don't you?

‘ I had quite a funny experience a couple or weeks azo; cracked my plate of teetn
rignt tarouzh tae middle 2nd had to go and get soxe new ones macde. I was getting ready to
go down after tne new ones wnen tisy broke way apart and what a time I had getiinz dosn toun,
I couldn't talk cr anytaing.

Tell Nellie to write we about rner trip to Wew York, and ask ner if srne doesn't want
to coxe out and stay a year with me and go to school here, if Abbie goes nowe. It would
quite an education for her, I think, to live as we do here in constant inéercourse witls all
Parts of tue eartn.

Our cizildren are all well ani heppy. It nas rained for ihe past weex steady and
tney have played out a good snare of t:.e tixe. Jazes feet are wet tarougn every nizat, dut
ne doesn't take cold. He and Alice and Rutz were ail out tais "ornlnv and it was just pour-
ing; I went to look for taexn and found thew over on Mra. Jackson's front porch running taeir
cart and naving a great time. Tuey taink iae neigsbors porcn is just as £00d as ours.

Mother, don't you get blue because I cannot come, fcr ADble will cneer you up and
can tell you all about everytning. Tqﬂre ray socetaing turn up so I can coze, too, but I
hardly t@ink it possible now, and I don't want to keep Abbie waiting tco lonz. But don't
forget me uhen you are all togetner, for 1 snall be wits you in toought all toe tine,

I xust close now for I ax all tired cut. drite me oftsn, Ex, an: cayde it is for tae
best trat I cannot coze to you-----

May 18, 1396

Ny Dear Ones;
I rec'd a nice letter frox Sx 3aturday and nac one all writie
cluded to tear trmt up and write anotrner nat would please you better. I
you reaa tais you will be mcre %"sore across you®" than you rere after nouse
In fact I think you will just have crampe, for "Providencs per:itting®, unen you read
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this Abbie, I, and the children »ill be ai, or near, Chica-o, on our say 1o see you all ecnce
more!! Are you glad? We »ill telegrson eitier from Utica or Bing., wnicaever way ne coue,
just what train we will get to Oxferd on. Uon't do anytaing to get reacy for us, just keep
zotner as quist a8 you cun for we want to slip in so quietly tnat you won't rezlize that we
have been gcie until you see iy four bouncing dabies!

de start Thurs<ay niznt at ten o'clock an. expect to be wit. you Iuesday sozetice.

Of course you'll go up and tell Cnarlie's folks. The only drawback to ine waole taing is
that ne can't coze too.

Abbie is down town doing errands, and I nave a woman nere washing and droning. I nave
all the nousework to do ani Abbie is finishing tne sewing, so I can't grend tice to write
you much. e zay telegzrapn frow Chiicago, but I can't tell for certain. It will be from
somewnere along tuere anyway. , :

Now, Em, break the good ne»s to wother carefully and don't let ner get worried; if
you are only one half as glad to see us as we are to core it will be all rigznt. I have
lots t2 say to you, but will postpone it until I get tnere. Take tiings cool and easy and
don't try to cook uz anytrning for us. I feel as if I could just live on "&4&lk" for several
days. nrite Fred about it, for I won't have tize, and tell Caarli= anc Anna to be on deck
witn their twins and we'll fignt ex to a finisn. Pnilip is awake and I zust stop---=

Enroute~-—-
My Dear Husband;

de are doing very nicely tmkis worning; it took tne ciiildren socae
tire to get quieted dovm last nignt, but after they did trey slept pretty well. Pailip
waked up once and crésd a little, but there was only one couple besides curselves on tre
car, so I didn't nave to worry about his disturbing any one. Alice was up and dressed tnis
worning at five o'clock and tne rest soon after. Philip worried andé cried for ar hour, but
is happy now. Ke said he wanted to "go® and “pa-poo®; I suppcse you'll know what i:uat means.

I took them for breakfast in tiie dining car and it did taew gooi and rested =me; nad to

give §2.25 for tie meal; don't tnat make you tired? ‘e won't go more than once a day, and
not tmat if we can help it. .

It is quite warm now at 9 o'clock and very dusty. Tie car is quite coxfortable and
convenient and 1 <4id not feel crowded at all in tre bertn last nigat witu Ruts ana Pnilip.
Since beginning tais I've gotten Rutn and Pnilip to sleep for tneir naps and iney are rest-
ing nicely. I djon't think you need worry about us at all, and I hope you are not ioo lonely
without us, and that tne time will pass wuickly until we all meet again. I'z aiready looxk-
ing anead to tast happy, happy time. irite me all about where you stay and eat ang svery-
tning else. e all send lots or love and kisses, and I'll urite every caance 1 cet.

Your loving wife---

Oxford,
June 4, 1866

Ky Dearest;

L seess as if I never snould get a chance to talk to you a little wnile, for
I've been kedt so busy with callers ani ore thinc and another its alcost izrossible to find
an unoccupried =zinute. Pnilip has been very fretful for the past two days, and tais wereing
when I dressed his arw ne screazed anid took on s0 tnat I kad Or. Greene across +:-e ey coxe
over. He dressed it for ms and he has gone to sleep all riznt. ODr. said it was doing all
rignt, but in t..is dryer clizate ii would have 40 be dresseq oftener, as tne neat took tue
zoisture out of th= salve.

Puilip sticks tight to ze and won't let a:yone else 4o asything
ze on the "qui-vive" all trne time. T.e reot 0i toex are naving a grand
Nell and ~adie took Jaxes arc Alice up to the depot yesterday ondi kezt 1. 11 of taz2
afternoon. Last nigat Jazes and Alice went up to grandma Eaton's after s r ant staid
until bedtize. Sadie was in tiis worsing and said Amanda toli Jazes sne'd cake Lis a darty
on'nis birthday and asked what tuey'd like to eat. dJazes said, "Ca anytaing goou™, and
Alice said "soup.® They toouzat it was awiully funny.

sim, vso it kszeps
Cnarlie and
1

Rutn cried in tae nignt an: a2zii she wanted 4o 20 :oze, but she ses.s to te en’oying
herself augely nos. A=anda ssess to tuink thsy are all all rizit, 2nd your zotusr looss
2t tgex with quite an approving look, wnile Lizzie trots arouni and waits ci taen sl a sreat

.
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Tacona,
June 3, 1896

My Dear Little #oman; .

: I did not weite you day before yesterday nor yesterday, but am at it a-
gain now. I was made thrice glad at 11:22 Monday morning by getting your telegram. I have

-also received three letters from you; it seexs tne trip was not such a big undertaking after
all, but then they're sure good children, so what did you expect?

I am very very thankful you got there all rignt; now just watch out for them, what they
eat and drink and they ought to get along all right. Don't let them eat green fruit nor
candy. Good milk and ocatmeal mush is the stuff for them and don't stuff them with other things
or let anyone else do it.

I am just aching to get your letter after you got home. I spend a good deal of time
trying to imagine just what they are doing, where they are and what they are up to. #rite me
all t:Be little details and have the folks write about what they think of them. Em Brown,
from whom I got a nice letter, wrote that she hoped they would be real live children and not
prim old people. Well! I guess she'll find they are somewhat alive. I would think that it
would be a good chance for you to rest to go down and see Em Brown if you want to. I also got
a good letter from Amanda; I hope they will love the children and that the crnildren will be-.
have themselves and return’ the love. Great Scott, how I would like to see you alll

Now I don't miss you and the children as much as I expected to, nor of course gs much
as you would. I have been and am working hard and of course not being in the habit of seeing
the children during the day I don't miss them so awfully much, but when it gets to this time
of day (dinner time) then I begin to feel most awfully kind of uneasy. During the day I
can't realize yet that you are not all at nhome and everytime any children run down the hall
in the building here I think at once its James or Alice and when I recall that they are so
far away it kinda gives me that all gone feeling you know. OFf course I miss you and look for-
ward to the day when you'll come marching home, so what's the use of you writing such rot?

By the way, you never said anytning more about them 8harging you for the children on the
diner. I have given them a going over about it and would like to know what it cost you.

There isn't much of enytning to write about that I know of. Mr. H. just came in and
said he had been to the ball game, but I don't know whether he has or not, I don't belive
him much. I like my room much. Well, I nust close and go and get sometning to put in the
hole in =y face. I send great stacks of love and kisses. Have C¥#S take some pictures to
send. I hope Pnilip's arm is getting along nicely. '

I kiss yo' hand and want you to write every day, if it isn't too mucn of a task. I do
not expect to write you every day because 1 haven't got so much to write about, but will do tne
best I can=—-=--

Tacoma,
June 5, '96

My Dear Wife;

I am not going to write much of a letter because I have to go to dinner and then
to work again. I'p working like sixty trying to get a case finisned up ao I can get some
money, which same I needvery bad.

Say, I wish you'd have the children's picture made all together, and better get igto it
yourself. Get a contract with the photograpner to have one made that will just suit you and
make him take it till you get one. Now do this and I'll like you better than ever.

I am just honinpg for tomorrow because 1 expect to get your first Oxford letter. I
don't expect to get much of a one, because you'd have to write the seme day you got home, but
day after tomorrow expect to get a dandy good one. And if I get up and go down to that FO
and don't get one you'll catch it.

There is absolutly nothing going-on here except kicking about hard times, and things
are awfully dull. I haven't been off Pacific Ave. in a week pretty near. iish you were
coming home tomorrow. Hope you are having a good time and have no doubt you are. I miss
you all more and more every day and if I wasn't so busy I don't knos what I'd do. Lots of
love to you and tre dear babies~----

Tacoma, . L



June 7, 13G€
My Deer uwifie;
wes cisappointszd in no% getting a letter from you this =orning, dut zot one
from Amanda. I hardly expected you to write the first d2y you zot there end I suppose
I will hear from you tomorrow. I kno- they zust have kept you right busy. Amenda sesnms
to rave over nuth and Alice; I never tnougnt they were very pretty but she sszeuz to inink
50.

I presume the children will give you & lot of troudle trnis suzmer; <hey will b2 cade so
wuch of that it will be apt to spoil them unless you wetcn out for thez preti, close. Se
with them as much e8 you possibly can and teke them with Sadie, Nellie and iaud for litile
picnice; scems to ms that woula be a gocd way to emuse them. Give them just as good a tixe
as you possibly can, and yourself too; we don't know when they'll have anotner ovportuniiy.

I don't know snythinr more about going east; U.S. Court opens the 9th of July znd I
%111 heve to be here for that. I don't think I have dcne a cent of new work since you weni
away and there doesn't appear {o be anything in sight. I have three or four weeks wOorg
ahead nov. and that will brine me up to the July term and if that should pan out pretty well
I might be adble to spend August in the east; I hopne so. '

I wrote the children & letter this morning; there is nothins at ell new here--I adso-
lutly sece no one; I get to the office at eight or half pest and am there till eleven at
night; don't even go to my room excent to sleep. I was out yestsrday eftsrnoon, osut csige
from that end rclling & few gemes of cocked hat I have done nothing but work since you went
avay, or et least since I found out you were trere all rizht and kinder quit worryingz. I sz
going up to Judge Pritchard's tonicht and thet just about opens up the pdlitical part of it
so far as 1 am concerned.

It rain=d cats and doge all day today; I have been loafing around the office but con't
feel like working; puess I'll zo and eat now. Wish I had some strawberry s hortcake, but I
ain't got none.

I miss you ana the children so awfully much end if I vasn't busy I guess I'd go crazy.
If I get out of work I'll jus probably have to hike off east.

say, I've got two colored shirts; you ocught to be here to buy things of Grove Bros.; the;
are cheaper than dirt.

I send you lots of love and kisses end wish you were here. Writc as often es you can
but don't meke it & burden for ycurseff. I want you to rest up and have a gooc time; you've
earned it.

Your loving husvand, .o
CBE

o
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“racoma,
June 10, '$6

My Dear Little ¥ifie;

I will now try and write you a few stitches, as I 41idn't write you yes-
terday nor day before. I have rec d two letters from you since you got howe, and az glad to
know you are enjoying youself so well. I hope twill do your wother and all of trex a lot of
good as well as yourself. You don't arite very much, seexs to me, about the cnildren. It is
a great chance for them, and I'm so curious to know how taings strike tnem. #hat do they do
add what do they say? I would let them run pretty mucn as tney like so long as they are in
no danger and trust to luck to get them btack into harness later on.

Don't forget about, nor neglect having the picture made I wroteyou about; I hobe you have
been dutiful enough to have it on its way to me by the time you get this. If not attend to
it at once. N

I am sorry that Phil has had trouble with his arm; get it well as rapidly as possible
beforeyou bepin to have hot weather. Poor little chap, hows I would like to see him, and also
you and also James, Alice and Ruth. I sit and try to imagine what they do and where they
go and what people notice them and remark about them, but it ain't very sat isfactory.

Amanda wrote that mother said when she got back from your nouse the day you arrived
that Ida looked very handsome. Has she had trouble wiih her eyes, I don't think? I guess
you'd look kinder handsome to me if I could see you now. 3ut I can't, so what's the use?

I saw Grace yesterday for the first time since you went away; she looks well and said
ghe was going to writs to you. I am not going to work tonignht} I have been in court all
day, just finished up a case this morming and am tired, cross, ugly, discouraged, discourt-
eous, disgruhtled, dicontented and so forth. I believe I wrote you about my room, what sturf
I got etce I don't care much for it, thank you. I think I'1l go down and get cocked hat;
will you be mad at me if I do?

I haven't mucn of a feeling I want to write tonight, but I mean to write about every
three days to let you know I'm still on earth and haven't forgotten you. I want to get out
of this cussed office more than anything else right now. Kiss each of the babies three times
for me, and then nave them each kiss you three times, and thnen kiss each other three times,
and my love %to all the folks—-=--

Tacoma,
June 17, '96

Hy Dear #¥ife;

I did not get any letter from you this mworning, nor yesterday, and the one on
Monday said that James was sick.. That's one of the things that I warned you agin; writing
that one of you were sick and then not writing for two, three days again. Don't do that any
more. I hope there wasf nothing much wrong witn good old James and that he was all right
again long ago.

I have been sick all the week but am feeling better today. I don't know what was the
matter, just felt bad, you know, and didn't sleep good. I wonder hos you are getting along
and how I do want to see you; I don't know whether I can stand it much longer or not. I just
hone for gyou -all the time.

It was the proper thing to do about the girl, if you get ons. I don't like for you to be
tied dosn any more than you can possibly help. I would like for you to be with thre children
as much as possible and giving them a good time, and also having one yourself. Dii taat \
little trunk get there all right? I noticed at the depot that it had come unlocked btut didn ¢
mention it because you would worry over it. I suppose it got there or you would have zentione
it.

Have you had the children's picture madse yet?

Having some more lovely weather now, GAR encarpuent, summer tourists, Alaskan travelers,
and thinga; town is full of people an: yesterday we had a circus and thin%s looked like taey
used to for a few minutes. Saw Mrs. Gillespie yesterday and she said she'd like to near from
you if you weren't too blamed busy. She invited we to go across the bay picnicking xitn tnem
Sunday and I expect to go. I would like to go picknicking with you folks, but it don't look
very encouraging now to tell tnhe truth. You tell the cnildren they could crawl on me and
hammer me if 4 could see them and I wouldn't kick.

I hope you are feeling better than wnen you wrote last. I presuze the warm weathsr was
too much for you and hope you are all rignt now. Take good care of yourself, little old

s
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June 14, 18G8
Ly Lear Little nife;

I heve not written to you for thrss or four daye; you zust nci gst worris.
if you do not hsar froz me very often. I do not intend tc write wmore iran tnrse or iour
times a week. There is "nothing to write sbout." you know end rnile I sz so busy I do not
find the time. I took evidence in 2 case Tdr a dey and a kalf and then tiogy vanted it
written up so they could have it yestercay nocn; I startsd in Thursday et five o'clock and
finished it up Friday evening. w«e hed to vork like tnuncer to get it done 2na Czbra end I
did it 211 ourselves. Fridey she uwrote 108 pezes of typewriting, which is tha biggest ceys
work for one typewriter tnat I think I hove ever known of. The oill in tne case will awcuns
to 2hout 390, hnich is quite a little help in these hard end rocky timess. Espzcially as it
was something I did not count on, and so it was tne sans as found.

I was glad to get the pictures. I don't think I ever san a cuter acdateur picture
then that of the litile dzrkies. I have shown tnax to sverybody and t.udy have czussd lots
of amusement. oCon't nelgect to nzve the children's picturestaken as I %old you to; 1 know
you must all b having a gladsome tize inere anc I am glad it wes so ycu could go. I == 30
pleased that svarycne seezs to liks the kiddiss; Iy id thsy weuldn't! FEHov &
behave any.2y? Are thsy nice or ruce or una up 4o merzzels o cimnzr 4
end after dinner I think I'll fo ocut to tns . ant to get the pznte to iy ice
suit vhich I fcrzet wren I was out ihere before and zlso iy photozranh stuff. I rzven
neard enythinr from the folks out thsre. I he sirecet thc other dzy zni h
they wsre getting along very well. The neighd out thsre seen to think tngy &:
and I guess they ere elinough they hrve it 3¢ = wgt. arer *rey ce If))

el < =,
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cheep.

Ite 2 bsautil.l wuy here; I em sorry I promised to go to Ramage's to dinner or I woul-<
kinda like to zo awcy somevhere in tias country, altho I don't suppose I would. Eunday ain't
a very gladsome day to me 2s all the fellows in =y set are out on their bikes and I'm not
working and haven't anythinz to do. I would just like to see you and ncve & goou vieit with
you. I miss. you so wuch that I can't express it to you and wouldn't if I could. I sent ycu
east as a sort of duty and I didn't expect to have a good time and need only say that I nave
not been disavpointed in the least in ths result. I look upon it as a trial, as iv i., cut
I aw all rignt and I don't want your vieit spoilsd by arny regrets asout me.

I don't like oy room o very avful well; its too noisy
sleep end I don't do wuch of thet. Yesterday wmorning I aidn'
go to court bsfors breakfast.

t getup t

well, I will not write erxy wmore now; I have written a little letter to ihe crildren
end meyse I will write you again toasy and I intend to writs 'ianda en. 2z 3rown e2s sooa &5
I can. Teke good cere of yourself and thie badies; I send much love tc ell cf you.

Your sffectionate husband,

Cz=z
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rate.  3ue works guite a,rcod deal, is guite tiin,
ner soze sexiny froz Anrs = to do. she s=e.s 57 scetive
Azande and your ;ot 2r are bctn stouter t:szn .en
yesterday and n2 wantsd o2 to-tell you ne wcoirnec 204
Coarlie's tuins are tco cute for-snytninz; Paili
witn taen. Nell dis t.8 most oririnsl ~irl I 2Ver sawi Tve
offered ain 4 trice for hnis nicturs ci tae soldisrs Hex
send you and I'm goine to learn all ne wnows whout it.
Ch, Charlie, I do mniss i sc, .l thare haa bss
zretied that I left you. But if tioe caildren do not g
zother's accounts siis is lockinz bettar already. It i
23y reeulsr nibits hsre, but I am trvine oy oest.
Everyone sgenad ?1%& *o ses =g, even to old Jir
I think the taings you bournt for your rocn will 2cuie | T .
drize Lz luost what you ccugh: and all ztout It. Do you taink you camr-coxs for us?. 1 de
nope ycu can, for I waink it would do you lots and lois of -scd. erygas lids grown 3icu
and gray here, and I think Yivie westerners" lock youager tiaa ollisrs o1 cur aze.
de are going over to Uncle Jix's tais afterroon for a littls vieit. It is warwing
up pretty zgood no., and looks lixe n 0% < 1111 like tuen?

I can't write sors nce, ip do the teat I can and I
know that you hll;, too. I iiin't g2t a letter t\ls cridag, and it gives we a luzp in wy
inrost, hui zaybe cne will coxe tonizht. I think of Jou vu“auantly and noje you'll not e
too lonely. I'll ccue back wnen jou “tell we to if vou can't corme. I'z living cueaply as
I can, but »ill have o get soue tuing. for the ciildren.

well, gocdbys, uesr boy, Icr thls tize., God tless zni kesp you ever-----
Cxfore,

June 20, 1986
wy Dear Husband;

" I've waited for t:2 worning xail to see if 1'd nave a nics lstisr freoz you
to answer; I didn't g2t aay, but I taink I'11 jot dewn a fes limes anyway cause I like youl
I get your sund letter Friday wornins and thea I don't et any more news until sboul Tuss-
day, and it maxes a lonz siretch, and I'm vegianing to dread taose days ol tas veel.

de are z2.l pretiy well this morning, ihank youl Alice cougns and vooizs a pood
deal but it doesn't seen Lo wear ©n nszr very zucn yet, anu I think sae iz getiiar aloag nicely
with it. Prilip "md 3 bornel troubles last Friday rniznhv, but we brougat aie out all rigat
with the Dr. Hicks tablets. Now taa% trey know you are nct cowing tnsy iteaze to zo nome,
and James just caze in and 1old me tral e wanted to be hocze next sunday, and for —e 1o teil
Papa so.

It has rained as hard as il could pour all Fforencon, so they are having a quiet (?)
day indcors with waw It is very sultry and zaza hersel{ is not feelinz very zood. I dcnls
know wnat ails me; scuetizes 4 tnink i is nozesiclmess. Zut Rutn nasg caly slept s fsw
nizhts witiout a chﬂn" spell since ue'be bean here 2nd Ifvs beeo us wno donan i nsr of
course. Now Alice'a coughiing keeds ze awake, 3ad witn tae crange of clizate I tuink tust is
all tnat ails ze.

we nad your folks ccwn to supPer Saturiay aiternocn =nd yesterzay Jiz ani Deal and
CsS and fawnily to dinnsr. I made € 3%s. of ices crezm and ot pretty itirea and aot, Lut az
taking it ‘pretiy easy todsy. Jdednesziay I ar zoing to let tie rirl gos you ask now I like
ner and I will say thut sae is very sw Bverytiscy 1 ro in tpe kitchen sie nurs and zissss
xe; you 'd 1ike tnat uo,lln't you, dear? But her capebilities for workisz are not very
great, and I thaink we can excuse rer. JSne is very nice wita tne caildren and v:at s been
a great aelp.

_ e are looking scue for Zuiiwa Brown tais wsek.s T young lady tnat Rob wzs engarzd
tc, was coming out of a grecery store anli was run into by a wh=sl. one wis unconscicus for
two hours, tur finally r eccvared tart ¢n s visit west. Sne ot as far as Cridcarc
and was taken witi peritonitis a ase waw an intisate friend of Zu B's and
tney all fesl dreadfully.

I tcld Ci3 tast you wanted te 10 7eb scuze Pictures zade and zounted frco “nat nara-
tive of Janss and ne wanted to know if ne couldn't dc it zood enouza. He2 is out Or print-

.




ins paper and has to send for it.
How soori can we have our house? Abbie nad a letier from Lirs. wead <nis cor:iiis
-nd sine said the lic's were takin~ fine care o7 our place. I tnln& I'd like o get hous on )
ounday zorning, th=n I'd have a wiole day to visit with you and answar thowe Mzillion suss-
tions", and wien I do come don't tell anyone, for I'd like time to g2t straigntemed arcund
pefore I 0¢ve any cozpany.

There's no use in tryine to gzei anyone to come witn me; I've asked all that you teold e
and the; just take it as a joke. Cu3 says if he goes he'll stay wita you forever, anc asxs
nos you'd like tmt. Alice ms just nad a hard cougning spell and vrmrew up all or ner
I't. afraid if sse can't ksep an;‘:iqv down she'll get prettiy tain.

I read your letter home and got pretty hot over your inviting critisisms on your caildren;
1 tell you they are all rlynt, no matter wao says tney are not, and Zou oug ght to know it as
well as I do. Did I 4ell you tqat Autn went down in ine Hatchkiss House barrooz ani hnad a
visit? It didn't seex as if she'd bzen zonea xinute, sue zot wnere so guick. Lr. King saic
4 man began to talk to her and sne told nix to "keep still, you're not zy papa®; don't you
tnink they are improving?

I certainly would approve of your taking Manyone® tc Steilcoox witn you; I don't

guppose tnere is but one person yould care to taks and you can do as you like about tnat. Its
not much worse to do i% than to xant to do it, en?

inner,

£,

I'm sorry you ziss %tne ciiildren and we'll czxe whenever you are ready fbr us--willingly.

Iou know you told me I'd have %o stay until ycu had woney encugn for me 1o ccze back on, 8o

i don't want to hurry you, but whenever you are ready " w1ll$ng 10 cone. 1've mad a lovely
time nere, but since I know you can't co:e it has tzken tre fun out oi Tnings a good deal;
i anticipated such gocd tirzes with you and tae cxildren.

It will be awful to lezve wmother, for it rardly seewus possible I will ever ses her or
your motner again. 3ut God is cood, and has been wmore than ood to me, and all taat I can do
is to leave it in His nands, noping tiat we z2y see eaca other again.

drite often, dearesi, and don't get zad 3% anytning I've aritten. I feel wean anus worrie
ioday end can't nelp i%L, altnouen tuere's no cause for it trat I know of. I love you c.ore
this minute tnan I ever ¢id before in wmy life, and I've got L.s sweetzst dbabies on eartn ard
that ousst to wmake as suzall a wowan as I am hapdy, don't you think? I could talk you blind if.
1 were tnere, and will soze day, ses¢ if I don't, but now must stop-=--=

Cxford,

June 26, 18G6
iy Dear nusband; :
‘ I'11 begin a lettsr to you this morning, and pretiy socn =hen ithe wail comes
1'11 fini h it if I zet a letter from you. I shall bs anfully disappointez if I don't, for
L naven't had but one short letter tais week. e are all well as usual and tae cnildren are
very lively to say tne least.

Night before last Abbie ard I =ent up to N. w0 get Jaires soze clolnes so he could go
i 1320 and expectezd to get back at 1C:2C,

up yesterday with mciher Eaton and Jadie. Je w2nt at 5

but the tize nad been change Yo 11:2C sc we nearly xade an all aivht trip of it. @2 did our
sropping, found a dandy littls suit for Janss, tien I went dewn Lo Hattis Eutdn's waile atbis
went to the cenetery. dnen sre caze back tnsy tade uz stay to suppesd anc uniil the treain

caxze and we had u very nice visit witn inex.
‘ Yesterd day m otnsr, 3adie sud Jawes visited at Reb's, Well took Alice to a ball za
Bertha, tie girl, tcok Ruth an< Pailiz out all of tke afternoon, so I went off up to ses
Amanda, for I was sort of houesick. ‘
The weather for “hree days has bsen dark, cloudy, and ccld, very disagrscable,

nas sort of wiven me the bLlues. 3ut txnsre ares-sirns of Tne sua coxing out azain T
rappy to state. Does it seer like four weels since ve left Taccxa? T..e trin seexs
dreax to me, a rleasunt dreaw ta ine excegulcn of leavingz zy dear husband benind.
counting the days until you can ccwe, and I try act to worry for I know you'
can. I tainit I'1l surprise % reu uren you coxe and sees wrat they'll
'“anda's lusti n ,nt wnen tn 4 noze froz Reb's =nd weiser saild tia
fect "little zentlezan®™ all dsy. wand % nous
vant 1o fret you uioul anytuin
sore hard feslings. ilanda se=r: 3
ine idea was just to mave tue caildren of wy clﬁ t
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. Tacoma, Sundav evening, June 28t . -
Yy dear Little Childrer, James, Alice, Futh and Philip:

Mama writes me tat vou are all such good little boys and
girls that I am verv proud of you and thought I would write you a letter
to let vou know how glad I am that you are so good. I am very glad too
that you keep well. You must be very careful what you eat so that you
will not get sick. Re sure and not eat any green arples or things of
that kind, tecause papa would feel very tad if any of you should get
sick. So you ¥e very careful to do what mama tells you and I guess you
will get along all right.

May be James will get this letter on his birthday. How I
would like to be there to give him six hard spanks for his six years.
But this year mama and Alice and Ruth will have to attend to that for
him. Is he to nave a party up to Aunt Amanda's? I would like to be
there to help eat the cake and ice cream and suc» things.- 3ut I can't,
and so the best thing I can do is to send him a whole lot of love and
kisses for his birthday. _

I saw the cutest little pony wagon the other day, and I just
thought then that it would be t'e very thing for ydu children. I guess
if you had been here papa would have bought it and a little pony to
drive in it. Vould n't that bte fine? !'ay be next sumer youvcan have
one. The man that lives in the house back of papa's office'has a par-
rot, and e is the funniest bird I ever saw. e can bark like a dog,
whistle, crow like a rooster, me-ow like a cat, talk, sirg and every-
thing else. He cries just like a little baby and carries on out there
till he has a lot of folks standing around listening to him. Perhaps
you can get acquainted with him when you come back home.

It is so dark now that I can't see to write any more. I send
you a great deal of love and just thousands and millions of hugs and
kisses. I want to see you more than yvou can possibvle believe. I hope
you want to see me too. Go uc and kiss Grandamz Faton, Aunt Amanda,

Aunt Lizzie and Cousin Sarah a few thousund times for'me, will you?
Good night, dear litile darlings. :
A ¥ = . o e |
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I'z to nave snytaing to do aboul it, cnly ol course I'Ll -=t <.2 btlaue frow “ne sensitive cnes.
sut I won't wake 3vy trovble zpout it, only ir tner consult =22 I siall tell 4nes vret I think
about it. Lizzie poprwved corn all of tne afterncon arter tuz caildren cawe, for tnexz., IL gescs
50 funny io ses her Zlying around the nouse so busy, but she ssoxs wuch fwmppier.

I don't tnink zother 7aton is a3 well as sa2 looks, for sae bleats badly =nd ia All cut
of breath from a little exertior Sie loves tie caildren dearly, only she tninks landa is
too indulgent with tnew, and I do too.

They've 2ust coxe tfeom the off
mads I guess yocu are not ”1:Slng me ©u
write after this only when I have a a les ;
you are feeling better than when you wrote last, trat you are all well acain and timi sou went
on tae picnic witn Gillespie's folks. GCoze to think of it xaybe that's the reason you diaa't
write lzst Junday and I didn't get any letter today. INow I suppose I won't hear frox yeu
until ilonday and it szexzs a lonp tize uC ait. T zel tne Sunday Ledger all rizht aad trank
yeu for the saze. I've got the caildrea's clotn=s now 8¢ I think I can get the Picture ihe
first of t.e week if CiS can take us toll. and I zuess ne can. I've aot 4ne sligrtest idea
wrat ¥ind of a cne you want. .

drite whal the prospects are for you coming esst; I'x to go back with you, sm I
not? I wust close now and zive Fuilip his nap; he grons cute every day and talks nearly every
Laing now. ; I would like to have you see how thsy are enjoying every winute of tneir visit.
Well, goodbys for now, wvitn lots of love—--—--

(=Y
[y
Q

ftener. Cu well, I guess I better
then I won't be boring you. I noss

June 28, 18G§4
#y Dear Little Hubby;
I haven't anytning tc write about this Sunday afternocn except ‘mat I

rot a little letter from you yesterday. You do write sucn cute little lett I'z not
finding fault, tnough, for I know you're very busy and I'ew glad to get anytnlng frox you in
the Bhape of g letter.

I've just been up on the hill a little waile witn the cnildren; motner Eaton nad kind
of a poor spell since churcn, a severe pain all over one side of ner, bui she wa3 feeling
208t well when I cauze away. #e've had anotner dark, rainy sunday, but now jusi at niznt it
nas cleared up and tne sun in snining. CUS aad I were going to take some pictures if it
nadn't been so cloudy, up at your nouse. liow we'll have tc wait for anotner Sunday, for he
can't come down in time to get any cood ones.

I wonder if you and Geo. are nl“aflnv sround” togetrer today. I specs you cdon't get scold-
ed zuch these days and you must be getting quite fat. I don't feel a bii good; I don't know
wnetrer it is tne change in climate or not, but I really feel stupid. I guess I'm a little
nozesick to see you, too, but I'wm naving a good time, and everyone ¢oOes all ¢ they can to make

it pleasant for me I'a saving some of the pleasantest things to do when you cowe.

Yother and I are gcoing down after James' birthrday, to 3., tc ses Fred and Uncle Gena.
e will stay two or three days and I am only going to take two of tne children and zaybe not
any if the weather is too hot. Zmma Brown is waiting to coze up when ycu come.

The childre act like everytningz today, and Pnilip is rettir" to be a "full teax®
%itn tne rest of thew. ihen I put Ruth to sleep today ahe eaid Yiaza, why don't we ever £0
nome no wore?® inen I asked «hat she wanted to =0 home Ior she sald, *I want to see my papa,
zonlt IV DOLthl I felt just taat way wyself.

Cnarlie's horse gives a jerk once in zwhile when we ars ridinz and Pailip heard sone
of us say it nuri our back, so tne otner nignt waen tney nad nizx out ne kept sayins "auri
back.® Ee talks alumost everytining in his way, and iz very cute. Since I nad nis nair cut
everyone says ne 1is tze ixage of nis fsther, trat mesans yeu (I thougnt vou wouldn't know and
I'¢ better tell you). Say. Caarlie, xzixz iwins are a fully nice and I've made up ¥ =ind
I'11 nave sowe when I get back. I don't tzink our fanily will be couplete without a pair.

(Evening) Uncle Jiz and Aunt Deal, Lib #alworth and Louise have been nere since I »rote
trne above and it is now G:3C. I'm goiny to write a few lines more and tren pui nyself in
tne arxs of blorphncus. I ¢o to bed fagged out every nic gnt, for it is awfully aard work to
take care of tihe cniléren hesre. Taey run and dlay so zuch that wnen nizant cozes I iust have
a2 picnic getting thea to bed. Ton 1unu I thougnt I had trew all quiszt in bed and when Caarlis
went he called me OUu in tne hall and tnere sat Rutn on tue tairs in Ler nightgsom and nobody
knows how long sne'd been there.

I said, Mihy, Ruta, you said you'd be a zuod girl", and sue said, "I ac ¢rood, ain't

17" She'd certainly been quiet. She went %o bed very sweeily toniznt and sae wanted we 1o

n
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i iz counting a greatl deal on his party, andi I nose
it will be a success. Em is sick ir bed tonight and I fesl worried about ner. Her general
nealth is very poor and I'wz afraid sne is soinz tc be really sick.

I am sleepy and must 70 to bed. Can I coze in your roox and visit vith you? 3less
your heart, I'm Phoning® for you, toc, all tze time, for you are all tne world to =ze, wy dear.
ase all send lots of hugs and kiesses------

tell papa what a good girl sne wa3. Jares

ig
in

Oxford,
June 30, 1896 :

wy Dear Little Man;

I'll just send you a fer words tonignt so you'll know how we aras zetting
along. I haven't ma a letter from you since Sat. and tnat seexs an age. I suppose your
time is fully occupied witn society events, and tnat you hardly know wuich way tc turn. Do
you attend Anna #Woodruff's wedding tonight? I nope-you do, and tnat you'll write me all about
it. ‘

lianda and Ex Sherwood have just come from tne Thorpe-Law wedding and regort a finse tiae.
I didn't get any bid so I cculdn't go. e are all pretty well tonignt abd tae weatner is
keeping quite cool yet, very fortunate for us, don't you taink?

de are sort of getling ready for Jazes birthnday now. I wrote you I taougnt there
was going to be aowe feeling about it, but I tnink now everything =ill g0 oif very pleasantly
if the weathsr is good. I let Alice and Rutn go up to Manda's riznt afier breakfasti tnis
zorning and told tanem to cowe back in a half hour, but I had to 2o after ihem after d inner,
for they didn't show up. Manda said Alice wanted har to play #ith her, but sne told her sie
nad 80'much to do she didn't believe she wuld, and Alice said “what you don't cet done today
you can do toworrow.® I wanted ther to come home and nave tnsir naps, out they boin objected
very emphatically, so motner Eaton thouznt sne'd help me out and brougnt Ruth her nat. Ruin
wouldn't take it or have it on; lcther looxed at hner quite sternly and Rutn just looked rignt
in her eye and said, "You stop that, Grandwma.® It was very funny to ses.

Abbie took them all for a walk last night and on the way ey wet a man and Janes wanted
to know w0 he was. Jne told nim it was Jarie Dunn and he said "he's all done, and well doae,
isn't he?" Bright? Well, ratner, for an Eaton.

I wish you were to be nere Thursday; trat will be t:ue only drawback. I do aiss you so,
vy dear!  I'm having such a nice time nere, and still I look forward wita pleasure to tae
time when I'll be in zy own little nome again witn you; is it wrong? Lucn love-—--

Oxford,
July 9, 1296

Ly Dear Husband; )

I msd nice letter rrom you Tuesday xorning ani would have answered imwediatly
if I nad not been so bugy. I wes awfully sorry to rear you were ifeeling so poorly wnen you
wrote, and hope it didn t last long. It made me nomesick all inat day and I lonzed to be
home witn you. -

About couwing in August, if you cannot cowe east, I will do just as you want me o,
altnough all of my folks and yours were up in srxa wien I menticnad it 1o +rer. lievartrneless
I will dc gladlyas you wish, althouga if you could coze I'd enjoy it anot:.er mcntih nare.

de are all usually well yet; t.s children are nappy 2nz2 contented. Rutn talks pore

about you and cowinz home tnan all tne resi of trnex. Philip calls tnem all by nzue now and
hollers way across tre street to "Unc Gecrze Fleck® w:en e Dasses. He :as a very sweet wasy
of s2ying ® no, za'az" tc everyone and 143t nizit A2Bie ani Ida oxmit.ier were nsrs ana TLey
were very zucn awused over it. Everyone say: ne is Cmrlie Zaton rignt over sgain; ne is
certainly very sweet.

we took thex all to Korwich to get thnat picture yssterday, anu g0t cne gocd nezative,
1 think. Pnilip and Rutn got o cutting up and we nad to sive up anciusr sitting., I will
get tne proofs in tne morning's rail, but I can't get tne piciures in twe wesks, and tnat will
be too late 1o send you bsfore you start esst, won't it. I'u sorry it took ze so long to
get started up tuere, but either one or Lae ctner wculd nave a scratcn, duxp, or xosguiio
bite, and I taocugnt I never would get tex in suhape/ I will encloase tie preof if it couxes;
tney are to be 8-10 in size and cost §6 a dozsn; "cars?®

-4



July 2, 1236
Ly Dear aife;
I surpose you erz hot egeain at my not writingy, but really I hzve Leen feelin-
so msen and been so busy that I coulan't zet at it. I hove besn resl miserabls for
and have been trying to finish up some work so as to £3t scxe woney. L:st nirnt I
greet big 10 grain blue pill and this zerning & sedlitz powder. I have been rignt tusy =21l
forgnoon ana feel some better, thank you. I ac going up to my room ana lie corn nois

This is a gala dey; opening of the Carnival. I zuess 'twill be quiie
Its continacve througa temorrow ena teturday; I think I ~ill not t2:. & very act
Care?

n affair.
v

2
ive pzrt.

o I voule lilie 1o be at Jezes! serty today. I hope there will be no unpleasznt
results such ss you enticipate. You ourht 21l to have a zlorious time anc hivs no ccudbt yéu
will. I hove you nave thers such a besutiful céy =s uwe heve hers. You never szw such teatss
as we hsve had ever since you vent avay. I hes been sizply iceal; very much vermer than use
ual, but with a sweet fresh little breeze from ihe north stirring all the tince. Sai lirs.
Griffin end B. this morning; she said they were all well althouzh I didn't think she looked
very vell, Care?

I think on the 4v. oz Jyly I =ill g0 on a vicnic to Chateuguz; care?

I think if I ever get my five babies togetner arain that I will keeo 'em together.
I vant to see you all so much that I don't know wet to do with myself. I rather drezd to
finish up oy vork because it will be so lonesome, but golly I do need money and that is the
only way to get itI know of. Times are a:zful here. Nobeody doing anything and no money .
US Court ovens next Monday and I will soon know vhether I caen get east or not.

I am lookins anxiously for t-eat pactograpri. bDon't stop writing bscauce you don'r hszr
from me. You write lovely letisrs and I enjoy them very, very much. How is lii<le Philip's
arm? You cozplained of not hearing from me for so long in the letter I not yesterday and be-
fore that you know it was not fault but the railroad being dlocked. Ain't you sorry? Care?

I thin: I feel a zood desl hetter today and guess that was whet I need:d---znd zy five
cables. I am very -lad that they ere neving such a lovelv tire and feel very grateful to
Charlie (Sherwood), imenda and all for zeking your visit so pleasant. Plezse emmress to them
my apprecietion in choice languace. ‘

I enjoy the pictures you send very muck end could stand wore of thex. How do:us
the Duchess (Kuth) take to easstern weys? I can izerine how povuler Alice =ust bs thers
ihe sweet things, how I would like to see them! You, of course, I don't care anytihing z:sous.
Oh no!

ir. Ramage said they got & letter from you and you said I dicdn't uwri T
bless wy soul, I don't know 8a;, tc writs. I have not besn anywhere nor seen nyscly zince
you went avey excent wnat I heve writtisn Jou. wenen I get throwsn my work I will stir zre
wmore. I think if I come east I w:ill not stay long and ve will hove a -ood tins coingz zre¢
#ith the kiddies, bless their little hesr+s. Of course you are to coxe back -ith re. I
can't. come I don't see why you can't come homs the firsi of august as well ae any tiz=. I}
heve trose folks out of the Louse if you'll come back if I have to dquzp thnez in the Scund.
They heven't paid their rent yet. hEe said hs would pay yesterday but cdidn't. Its a1l rizrd
tho I zuess He says the strawberries ere no Food and not mzny of them. That s=ezs to b &
couzzon couplaint all over the caintry here. Too zmuch rain I guess; 2ll rzn %0 vine. Ths
roses he says ere all rightl wes £oing to send you some roses dut everyoody says tusre i
earthly use, they von't keep to get there. I huven't been out to the house but tvice cings
you left end don't want to.

te z2ny new
{2l

well, you little old oweetheart, I -ich you could just walk in here vitz 211 your 1i4-l-
chickens sna see the parade vhich will 2e elens pretty escon. Lotz of love 2nu kissss 4o veu
ani the children, Your leovins husband C3z

. e "
/u{



Tacoma, July 12, 1690.

Iy Dear thtle Children:

It has teen quits uw\lle ulnce I vre written vou a letter arnd I
guess vou will be elad *o et orne from me, un ess you have forzotten zil
avout vour nupaz by this vime, and I don't’ t ink vou would do that.

Did 70U all have u nice time at Jumes! birthday Luruy° Mama rote
me somevhin &kout it and I know vou iust have enjoved 1t very such.

Don't ou think it is a lovelr vlace ur wher wuut Amarda lives? 1 al-
WAVE t%onrﬂu it ras +'*a nlces+ rlace —ou could find arvwhere. Zut wou

can't see Pugat, Sound and “he shive [rom Yhore can vou? I was oub Lo
our ome the o;.:r QVQ‘LH~ ang 1t louked lovely there, such lots of
roses znt nice £ and euu:vo ins. I suess rou sould like to sas thab
*roluv well L i tima, would n't vou? A week g0 to-dsv I was outb

to Defiarcs terk and sar S8 fears “La deers tihere. It ig very nics out

v,

there row und Shose rsars locked as if they kind of wondered vrere James
Alice Faton are 3115 gummer that Yhev don't come oubt .0 seg them.
They have cot some little nabv deers there now and Lhey are verv clnnirg

fe)
and Lre‘+* “Ten vor ccine ome we wiil all 0 out Lo gse threnm.

Mama save that Jamee wants s uvoa rony ai rub imoin the turn
- X S Y : .
=nd kee: Tim t1ll ne ety Tere. Well, I can't do “rnat rnscause Yrere
- H - N g » o s 17 A 4- T ~ 17 2331
would te nohodv to fesd "im and Te could n't live in the tzarn all summer
without gattinz out to eat “hs srass. 'av he nex ;unm@r I will =et
. b g A .- ’-\ ‘< <1 '1 »' ) ye 3
n the cther dav in the elevator here ana = e wanted
4 .

1.

00 how Jane and Alice viere and when uHev weére coming home,

Up here where 1 vofrf‘at Chilwers'e I'r Harrison *as a little rov
oiX vears old just James swme, o littls sir‘ four, just as old as Alics
ana a 11 vle voy 1ust ﬁh's are. 1 have lots of fun with them, and

one. I caw Ree Griffi
%0 h 3

show them wour wpictures and tull ﬂem about you e livtle voy is jus?y
about ag fat ag Ruth and when I Tuve a vigit with ‘*Jq 1% nakes me want
to see a-1 nv bables verv very muc Non't veu think vou can =11 coms

home prettv zoon und see rour poor 010 pava? )
wonder V‘du vou ars zil doing to-day. ‘Ylow I would iike 50 just
walk in on vou 4rf rhot o ore un o, 1 LGk 0L8 vou “ve bazen O

Sund:y school =nd «wre trO"“'" all dreszsad uy end have heen un Lo see
Grandina mduOﬂ sl irobatlv atout now vou are wondarins if -on are_ no+,
Folne 10 Tave some rread and milk Arﬂtuv £00n, and Futh has pro ablv zot
some o0lc Msz“21ae and is sittln; uh under .3 trees lookxins at +he :10-
turss uand do;uerln 1f Mg ¢1n 't ever £0iry tack home arv’mbre. Bless
vour little ! earta. vou aon't know how iOﬂeoC‘ it 1s nere withou® ou
or wou would come qurrv1aq rictt home. 1 i1 I 4o lnd vou ars having a
m&ke 1t up n’eu rou #2% bhack. Did livile

nice ;1me and we will *rv und
r:111 arv et 1 weil? iluna nSYer wrots o aboub it znd I zuess “ou
had 1etter writs e, some of vou, and ist me know. I Lupycse Lray are
naylng now uv on v nill. That is what I used %o 11&9 ridins on tre
hav and havine lots of fun.

fc";"l Ry

.ell little ,weeu;uurto, I can't write way vore now. I send wou
lots and lous of love and "uss an! kisses.
.’O]-L iO 1n9 o(.«.T;Cl_L
T TOTATAN
C 2 BATOM.
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Last nicht James snd I tool tea witn ianda
says Alice is very wucn werried because they do
write you that thnese children mere way anea
zuke up ner zind wnich one are lik 2
decided to leave with her. «hich aszall it
And anctiner thine, she wanied me to ask you if you cculén't bring Little Zaxs wita you
for a visit; do you think George and Ezza would let her coze?
I axm going dosn to Bing. Saturday; s ?all tan~ James ind Alice, but tai
t0 take tne otners. Rutncriad a good share o tne niznt last nizhy, sne go 3
tc Norwich. Our folks seex to take tc Rutn zore taan Alice ((On./) alt:ic cug ve
of course. I taink zaybe sne is so like what I used to be tnat tney can't like zer so auch
on taat aecount. I think you are a silly old fellow tc talk abcut my being your Aro
queen", and when you speak of your "five babies" you forget that I losi wne fiftn tne day I
started! I've nad lots of complizents since 1 zot here, and =zaybe 1 'll be toc proud to
gpeak to you wnen you cone.
Ruth nelped nerself to landa's cookies when we were up there tie other motning ard
I vade ner put tnem up; Lizzis looked dagyers at ze and went rizzt in end got thex each a
disn of huckleberries. JSne feeds tnenx zavery zinutle when we get up there. Jazes has lost
a lovwer front tooin, and we joke nim lots about it; he &oosenﬁd it eatinz wmaple sugar.
I #ill have to stop now until I gei the xail; hope I'll cgev a letier froxz you, and
I think I'1l cry if I dou't. Io those LicIntyre's keep tine nouse and yard in good snape?
I visn you'd sent tne roses, for I think they'd veep all rignt. Soueone nere got soms frex
California tine other day. 3ut don't botrer witn them now. Hope to ses you before long, you
dear old fellow=---- :
P.3. I didn't get proof or letter, but did get tie paper about tne rose carnival;
it must have been fins; rcany tnanks for same----

want up Lo sees %
i vil, tcec. A&ne= nsn
nine she ever saw berlore; tral sue

e uculd keep any of trex tnat we

July 15, 1896

by Dear Husband; :
I got your lstter this worning with tne great biz disappointing news in it
tnat you tnougnt you could not come. You can't imagine now disappointed we all are; I went
up and read part ol your letter to Lianda and they were all as disappointed cost as I anm. I
don't know what to say about it all; you kncw best, of course, in this as everytning else.

It certainly looks as if we ought to save what we can for tne future wnen taings lock es
they do aow. I know you feel as badly about it as we do, and I'm willing you should do as
you think best.

Mother Eaton tnougnt I'd better stay until ycu could cowe, even if it was winter, bui,
dearest, I don't want to do that. I think as I always did, trat the best place for cnildren
is in their own howe, and tney are certainly muci less care there. Every one nas been very
kind tc us all, but I feel ine cinildren would be better off wnere tnere are not so zany %o
look out for tneir interests.

Alice certainly has wnooling ccugn, and I taink I'd tetter get taen noxe before tney all
get it. I can come alone easily, and I don't want to brins any girl wita xe. Cu3 could zo
to Cnucago with ze, could get a Pass, and it wigit be an object to pay his otlusr expenses
in order tc nave nix do so, if it would maks you feel any =asier, but I know I can come alors
all rignt, and will come =winen you say so. I've been all arcund now, ané seen most 0O tne
folks I wanted to see and I could coze .ost ary tine you wanted ze to.

I don't knon of anyone tnat has =oney tc lend, but will see wuat can be dons about it.
Do you wmant it for yourseli? I don't want to bring a girl, for I want wc co =y =ork mysel?
when I get hore and make ur for wrat I'ye apent nere. I: costs more tc live nere tnzn I
thought it would and we nave lived plainly, witrout cake cr dessert most of tne tize, and no
company. I've bougint cloihes for the cniliren, asc shoes and gloves fcr zyself, but it
scares zs wpen I think of now wmuc:s I nave nad. '

It is fearfully cloze anl rot nere %ciay and tne caildren are guite cross. Al*ce
coughs constantly, but it all right ctiuerwise. Jazes, Alice ana I stzyed at landa's to
dinner and had a nice tize. The farzers are naving a gre:l time nere wita arsy wores and
grasshoppnrs; toey nave to cut itreir ocats zreen to save them.

§
<
(!
4
W

I'm ziad you missed my letters; it don't fesi good, foesa it? I won't write azore now,
but will “r}te acon again. 8 100 unot te think even. I snall be on 30 zlad =h2n I can
$ee you again, xzy own dear husband; you never caun guess how wuc: I love you. nope you'll

. I3 o)
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£0 to 3teilcocn and nave a nice tize; you ceserve lots o insu. sawma and babies all senc you
lots of love~===-

July 23, 1886
iy Dear Caarles;

.

It is a week toworrox since I've-gseard a word frox you, excedting the pic~
" ture you sent, anc I don't know wnat to wake of it. I zust hore you dreag;u’xj send ing you

so many letters, but I tiougnt you'd like to near frox us =ven if you don't like to urite to
us! )

Zven if you'd gone away witn Judsze Pritcnard I sunrose you could have writter frow
your destination. Well, enocugn said! The ricture you snnu a8 very fine indeed and
nave been admired and praised by everyone. I was a0 delirnted wita thez trnat I rusased up
to your folks in tie aiterncon to suow thex and stuzbled on a tea party (<o wnica I was act
invited) w#ita 2y old clotnes on. I felt Preity creap, bui hald tc ake the best of i%, of
course. Thay all liked tre pictures, sarticularly the cne of Ruin and Pnilip en tne sieps.
I think the lanc and water ®scapes® are very fine; wno finished tnem for you?

Lizzie gave Rut“ and Alice euacn 147 tie ct.er day and tney concluded they wanied %
put it in a necktie for rapa; sc I've beesn down this mornins and nelped trewn aelect one., I
nope you'll like it, and I trink you will. I had thec weisned; Alice and Ruti aave botn
lost tnree pounds and weigh now respectively 3& and 32. Puilip weisans 23.
Alice coughs pretty rard and Rutn is beginning 40 courn a little., Ye
about tne hottest day I ever saw. Everyone was just lollinz. MNone or 4
get to sleep in tne arfternoon, and a zor= tired, sick and crozs little 1
never saw. I @a3 coxpletly tired ocut and disccuraged witn trewm and wisned a dozen ti.es I
#a8 nome with them. 3ut in tae evening we had sncwers, and today it is so cool I nau %o
Put extra cloliing on trem all; rmost too cool to be comtfortzble after sucn exireie neat.
I've been waiting all week to sse wiat you tnoug:it oi tie nroofs before tuking ta
again to Norwich. A week ssens sucn a long tire tc wait for a woré fro- you; I :nope ycu are
not sicxk anynay. I've thouz:it every day, wnen I didn't cet a letter, now unice it 'oula be
to have you walk in on us; I can't give up tns idea of your coning; I had counted so m:

c

(&)

O
ck @
o}
s

(b

on tae trip back wit.u you for co*panj. I've got lots oj li4tle interesting tnings 4o t ll ¥ O
that I can't nrite. =now I do want %o see you, wy dear, it seems as if I'd baen £Oone ares.

Does it ssei lone to you?

Jaues =nd ir. Bartlet
yard tae otaer nizit; you'd die
going wo writ: ag ain until I ¢
you and want to gee you, but I can

s 0oy were playing a rame of base ball over in tie acrnool
1 ;;1‘ to ses tae iugortant airs Jazes wore. I'z not
i don'y think I will., I love

se? w2 ail send lovem———--

Aug. 8, 1866

Ly Dear Husbani;
Its too hot tec go to bed,
8 just stood nere bassile :

1 going to job down a fer lines to you &
ady for bed, azn.) vanted se to write --

. > <
v

01
I guess you u v st 1 azed, and sc I wvant
assure you ton'*rt tiat I fezl betuzr, rote last, mad u sizk osad=-
ache, znd coul;n se2 Liere tre lines ers.ls ia Ly stozac.. I tuinit.
I'y sutiag too xany "frozer daintias" a hoorf=-=ziiex!  and I'll rave
to get howe and léwe on plainer foci.
I den't mow what tc %iiak: you ccue anytire I cant to, and
in trne next trat I better Mwait zwaile. as lonz as you want L2 to.
1 srould hate to rus: 0ze bsfore oy ue it wouid Uz sc¢ =uibarascing,
you kuiow.
\(wust te where you pst FOur spunk ) £ MNOW wier FCu 46 want L2 and
I'11 coee neaking nowe like a wnippecd O i ; : ny lers an licx your rand
because I snall teel 50 grateful becsus est re oli friends
every day ani perizps if I stay lonr 2 d 5 aluays
.
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Iy » - - . des
leaves his wife at hcze; trnat would verracs
((D d »2ad C2; L apitals,
znd re2 =d 0 , and © o} tten, in
ner manduritinri®usy rec’d tnis. I way ashamed of it
as soon as I sent it; i3 trat apology enouzn, dear? I
didn't mean a word of it; can you forgive ze? Tie punisa-
xent of not finding tnis a letter frow you is surricient.?
To change thie subject, do you hzar anything froz Bertha Anglesiait, znd are Grac
and lr. idorse married yet? I've besan doun tuice since susper to see Cud =no is laid up
with muscular rneuzstism in risrd arm. GLe is suffereing juits a2 rood deal ani rnas nad tre
docter tvice tinis afteranoon. Tne 4wins botn have wnooPinz cougm very cardand are a:l breken
out wita tane heat. Trney lock very pitiful; I feesl vworried abouit toex all,

. I sent you a fer pictures toniznt I hoPe will auwuse ycu ani nelp you %0 pass a fauy
winutes pleasantly. How I do want to see you, dezrest; I taink ci you all of tue tizs and
wisn you wers nere. landa says il 1s so nard to taink sae will ot see you wiin th2se cuil-
dren. Geo. Fletcher nas prozised to brin: landa and ocacie oui 4wo years frow tais suocer.

I leng to bte witn you in zy o hiems; I nave lota to tell you and we'll visit until e
exngust evary topic. With lots of love-=---

Aug. 27, 1896
My Dear Husband;

Iy just home frox a visit in Norwich with lianda, Zx, 3adie and James, and
found your letter of trne 22nd waitinz for ze. I've a hard tims caking h=ad or tail oi it,
for you know you cut soze of it off. However, I've finally zot it strairatened out and was
glad to near frozm you.

The weather has been del iphtfully cool for nearlytwo weeks now, -and tonigiat it was real
cold riding down frow Norwicn. It seewxs 1o me thai it is delightful weather Ffor traveling
and I tainlc 4he cnildren are all rig:i now so I could start any tice.

I don't think I can possibly stari londay next and the following week would be «

-

a't

nard week for me 1¢ travel, zo I Jo wiow just wnat to decide onj; I would like to start
the ziddle of next week if I can get ready. J= have no cirl now, andi of courze I nelp co
the vorz ani take care of tnz calldren and it tzkes a gcod tizes to get tiings into shape 3
come. I 2ill try snd ses sowsone tozorro. and find out about tne xxzza routes, dut it is
circus cday here and + have freouised 1o taks tus caildren so you zusin't expect too wucn o o

We were invited up tc Rok's zaday and mad a2 fine tize. All went dcun on tioe fair
grounds in tre afiernoon and all over Rob's new zill. e ned so mucn you could be here
and we talked about you 80 wucn on tne way hicme that Em Brown said sue felt as taougn you'd
be standing on 4ne horseblock tc help ze cut when I got hoze. Heow I did wisn you couldi bel
I do s0 hate having 1o give up ine idea c¢f your couing; I've longed for it ss =ucn.

ilanda takes to Alice wcstly, and Z:o Browa prefers Ruth. It was quite lauzaable to-
day, for wanda would tell sc:etnine cute Alice nad done, a2 trnen Bz sculz follow witl sous-
thing about Ruth. 1 was quite siused. ianda says s.e tiinks Auis is just ss swest as alice
but taere's cowmet:iin- about Alice trat zakes aer want te call ner back for cne zore look at
her after she 'ss started down 4tae nill. She finally decided that Alice cid cute tuings
and Rutn said taeuwl!

((fotaticn in Dad's handwriting: "Cocd diarsnosis.® Taink so?))
Tuose boys o Rob Baton's den't snow up very well beside our boys, I assure you. Tney

are all sickly locking, and ¥ind of stupid, I think.

I'1l begin rignt away zaekinz xy preparations 195 ccxze no.e anl it won't be long berors
ve are a reuvnited fa;ily, a1l nappy toretners I s.2ll bts 52 zlsd to see you and ve wita
you again; I'll write wnat I iatend doing in wy next, wit- full particulars. I tnink likely
I #ill choose tne Canadian Pacific for u chaare, but don't imew. with lots cf love=—---

((Seem 10 have gotien mixed up here a bit and found some t.at coze fore tnese
last few, so will zo buck avay--scrryld))

July €, 1566
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iy Dear Little icmen;

I %11l vrite you 2 few stitches before I g0 to dirrer. I -ian't wri
you yesterday because I was out %o Steillacom; -ent out Satursey end cawe in this zorninz.
It did me lots of good as I was very nervous and felt bedly, but camc back feelin- oret
good. I struck & good place to board, nice little womzn about yeur big and four cnildrsn,

80 it sesmed quite like home. Fairly zood roecm, good focd and the hardest bed I think I svsr
struck, but quiet and rsstful withal. Spent the day in the forencon lockinz arcund =it old
Stallcup and in the afternoon Jack Shackerford ancd I rowed across the bey to Charlis Focz'ls
surner houne. It wes kind of a nice quiet day; the Schacks ravs & lovely place and I couldn's
help but think whet 2 nice tize ve 211 could have there this suzrer.

"I heve felt rathsr uneasy end vorried for two or three days about you esnd the caildrer.
I hop: there is nothing the zatter with you. Folks her: seez to think, or sey at least, that
whooping cough ain't much, splendid tice for them to keve it etc. But I don't fsel that way
about it. ’

I got nice letter from Mother and 'Yanda the other day; Manda (his sister) ssezs to he
cead stuck on the babies; well, I should think :he would be. I ias very sorry <o hsar tne
‘news about Em Brown. I vas going o0 send ner money to co up heme, but you and kanda ssered
to think she would be there so soon and concluded to weit end sse if she hed zot thnere. Yeu

might send her §5 or £10 ir she is not there yet end include it in your next draft to me.

I didn't get any letter frou you yesterday or today and I don't know what to think. I
hope to get one tomorrow end if I don't I think I shell wire to find out if anything is wrong.

Now about coming home, you can coxe any time you want to. I would like to make 2n
to get you & paes and things don't ssem to be quite ripe for it yet, but guess I'11 mzXxe
effort soxe time this week. You don't need to weit for woney; I have got 2s mucn of izt now
as I ever expect to have, but let me know s few days before you draw a draft. Still tnick you
had better bring scuebody with you if you can. Sorry you lat the girl zo if she uas zay zood
eand if you are to stay any time better get enother, '

I eaw Frank and Olive and babies on the street todey; they hed been ovsr tso iurs. Squirss.
They are all well end inquired v=ry particulerly edout you. Liary is a lovely 1litile zirl anz
the boy ssems & fine fellow. Lon't know of any more news tonight. Its after sic o'cloek
and I must close.
With lote of love to you, my csar, end ths babviss,
C3E

(N
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wy Dear nusbund;
I haven't written you in sevaril iaye, 23 530 gproocably kKnow, for *owaites 4o
fear {row you and was without nsws for nesrly a wesk, uso. ©n, #nos I sorrizd abour it, ior 1
waougny you were sicik. The nicat of vazres gurty, Ale 1 was ub toers, 3alie hrouont s S our
first litvle ncte znl Sat. eve I ot anol.er lstter, wonlen 12 4% wasn't very lon-, zalds ug
in suestness and thnat's a gceil  degl.
t w23 too not lasi weel Lo uwrite le Lo 3% rainsd all ali=r-
noon aai since tihen it nas b@sn cooler, hiticus
day and lovely time for Jazes!' birtnday a4 fine.
tnere. Jazes nad sever.l presents, anonc +1.50 in
you he sas « 2roud bey. e spsnt EC/ “r Tire.orks a great tics
off. 2 were all invited cown to anna's tae 4th an: =anda and oalie wers
we nad suca 2 nice time. Cud nas doue everyihiing to wmake it pleassnt for se and tr2 childresn
since w2've bezen nere and I vant you 1o show aim now ve aijreciate it wisn you cowa. He 1ock
somwe [ine pilectures o tne party btut had ins ill luck to sz0il boin dlates in develonin: thez.
Yestercay we went un 1o your hcuse and took sowe zore pictures ani I guess I'll go up
to the depot witr hiz after Zimmer and neld nix fix tnex us. e are all usually well; 1
haver't felt first rate since I came, but they say I'. metting fat so I zust be all rigat.
The hot weather doesn't affect we vary much; tue only time I notice it is whes I'* putting
the chiliren tc bed. It ran up tc ££ in tne saade last Friday, and tune caildren got dretty
cross. They naven't been very good natured tne past week; I tnink last niznt is tas first 1
naven't been up two or three tives with Rutn since we caxe. I read the. your letter and

0

James said, "I wish you'd tell papa to buy soze of thcse conies ne keeps writing abeut, an
put thew in the barn till we come.™ Ruth wants to know every little waile " wny we don't
go home any more." I'xm pleased to know you taink you nave such a nice fazily, for I'z one
of thex, s2e?
waria Baton was Jown with her boys, but taey den't cowpare to ours, if ycu'll iake

a fond zoiner's opinior. ie'll lave ray tiues wnen you get here, sowmetning tr=t we can re-
zexber witn pleasure wien we get back o worx again. I drew oa you for $2% the otasr day
and if 1 take tae cnildren down to Binz Saturday as I expect to do, I xay draw for some wore.
Then if you coxe tae first of tne xmonta I think tnat will be sufficient. It costs like tze
dickena to keep tnea in clolnes, 8noes, especially here, and I can hardly keep up witn taewx.

It seexs too bac that you nave to zive tne neng away. I don't see acw taey could
possibly trouble trem, but o: course I arprove if you itnink bhest. I wisih you would o out
10 tne house and write me about ay garden and rose busnes etc. Did tie strawberry bea yield
well?

I want to see you aufully, &y dear, and #ill be a -p 7 cay wnen you coze. Be surs
and wear a zoustacne or 1l won't kiss you once. I' going to surbrise landa and tne caildren

“iaen you cowe. iith best love----- ,

July 14, 1896

Ly Dear Husband;
de all got hoxe fron Bingnsston last nignt after a very pfleasant visit, anc

now I'll write ycu wrat a pleasant tize we nad. We found Fred's folks all well and I tnink
he na. taree of as gocd and nice boyz es I sver saw. Sundey rattie put up a luncu and e
all weat up to Roass Park at Uncle Gsae's and had our dinner cut in the srove. Tns band pluyed

-

all of tane afterncon ani it =as very bpleasant. Tns only drasback was tnat nllce Eesan vew—
iting and felt sc badly we nad 12 7o back to fred's, and yesterday sne <ii not seex nuch be:
80 xe coucluded o bring her back nere. I doctersd uner . it tncse Dr. nicks tablets, und
sne is all rignt azain nou, excepiinr trat sae ccugas, and I inink I'1ll have to ow.: up 1o
you that I suess she nas wnooping coura.

Tne first day I struci iais towm I found out tnat all tie caildren :ere

3

it, but I made up my xind taat I wouldn't worry you about it unless it was necessary, as it
couldn't be nelped. It nas been t.e one tuing tiat nus worried ze since I',e been nere and
I nope I'zm not selfisn intelling you about it. v 1z 80 near tizme for ycu to coxz, and tuaey
are all saving il quite lignat. Last nizat Rutu started in and voxited all nizut, sc I gusss
we are in for it. Tley are boun cuiie brignt today, so I don't tninl you need werry at all.

You know, zy dear, it is hary for xe 1o keed uy worries ircw you. Tf.2 snclosed Tlcier
Alice send tc ner papa aand 1 know you'll prizs it aiguly. vay did you send me all cf tuose

advertisewenta? I don't need any baih! I never do--I'y sc suset.

Cemem o me—an e e e ———— By rOURPAR O SUP S VO S o —
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I bought myself, anc taree ol tne cnildren, shoes in Bing; for ayseli I rfound sose tor °*
= R A . : 1 A
$3 tnat would certainly cost gh.5C or ££ in ;aco~a, and %.e cniléren’'s snoes came 297 to 507
cheaber on a psir. You can get d srliendid man 's snoe tor §l.ZC tnat lcok as goos as your §3

ones, and fred says tasy wear finely.

I'11 write a little evéry day if I can in rezard to tnes canildrea, but doa't taink tney
are worse i I doa't write, for I'll keep you posted. I want to see you just axfully and
wish you were here tuis zinute; somenow L feel as tnoupga thne best part of we was gone wien
I'n away frow you. arite often and I'll do t:ue saze. Love------

by Dear Husband;

I didn't write you yesterday for it was a beautiful cool day anu I put in zy
tize returning sore calls. OFf course I'é ratner write you inan zake calls any tize, but you
know wozen of fasnion like ze must keep up their social duties.

In tne ferenoon I took all of tne crniléren for a long walk, and as I said befors, cade
calls of tne afternoocn wits Abbie, Alice and Ruth. #He caxre nome, had sudper, and t.en Em,
Abbie and I started again an.: didn't get noze until bedtime. This worning Abbie nas taken
all of t.ae canildren and gone over to Uncle Jin's and I've been nalalnz motiaer baxke predara-
tory to naving your pﬂople dcun nere toaorros alterroon. ;n-y 've not coxe back yet, and wnen
they do if they don'i tring me e letter froam you I guess I' 11 be pretty cross.

I'm glad you're letting ycur wustacae grow and tunank you ror doing as I want you to
in tne waifer. If you were nere I'd kiss you for it. You sending word t:at you cannot ccue
nas cast a gloom over us all for we wers anticipating sc xuucn frox your visit. liaria Zaton
®as 10 nave sort of a New Year's dinner at her house, tzking in the whole fazily. I trougut
you'd enjoy tiat so much.

Abbie has just come bringing me your Junday letter anu I was so glad Lo get it. I
think tnose people at tne nouse act very stranzely and if I were you I' >0 for tunex. It
zakes wxe noresick wrnen you write nox nice the roseas and everytuing looks tnere, and many
times tne past days I've tnouznt of thnat cool salt water breeze trat we gel there on tne poren
and wost of all I tnink of zy dear beloved husband wandering arocund witn no place or home to
go bb. If I'd really belisved you could not cose, too, I never would have coze, I'm sure.

I thougnt if I cawe aheac it wculd surely bring you.

Tne ciaildren were cdelignted witn tneir lett°r and Alice nas taken it wiin her to bed
for a nap. Everycne wno has reacd your letters to tue cnildren taink tuey are beautifully
written, and I kro. the reason is because ycur neart iz in it. I will do waat 1 can about
tne loan. Thnink 1',1l consult Geo. Fletcher az to wro would be a good subiect tc begin on.

I don't think, Crarlie, you'd ever be contented to live in Oxford arain. Its is so zuca
izrpoved, of course, but it se2ms to me tnat I never saw suc., a set of narrow ainded pecple
astrnere are here and it makes ze tired. It is awfully nice tc be witn your oun peovle, of
course, but there is not tne =ost perfect harxonyg. among them. For instaneae Sauie anc iuaud
Stratton are at swords points. Ada talls to «e about oddiz anz kanda talis to =ze anout icaud,
and you can't huve any coxpany in wits them all ard have 3 good tiae. I like Sacie better
than Maud, in fact I don't like iaud at all, but it zakes tnings edgewise.

Tdere.é I's sorru so guick that I wrote tnat, but I zuess I'll let it gzo. Caly you ses
I don't 1like tc tiink of 11v1ng wnere Alice and Ruin might be srnubbed soxzetiue beca uae taey
were not as rich as sozevody else. Georce 3tratton is absolutly "nit" I zuess; he was dead
drink Sai. night and scends west of his tiwe fisning,. Ada i3 to be pitied, I think.

Alice cougha a rooc deal, tut sleeps uell nipnts and is deing very riceiy I taink,
Iaxr all rignt and dou't need to sse any docter, so don't you uorry on &y account. I atiri-
bute all <ne bai feelings to cnange of climate stc. I'c -oing to stop now and o up cn
tne nill and 3ee if you vrote tuem any longer or tetter lattsr tnan you wrote —e. 1 uope

T

to be wits you soon azain; I can cone zlone all rigat, I'z suire of tust. «itn best love-—--

July 28, 1864
Ly Dear Huaband;
I iiad 3 nice letter from you yestercay witn %L:re cne enejosed <inal you IC
te r»ail, and today I nad another wi to tue c.iliren. I read Alice's leiter to ner ang
I %isn you could have sesn iie ex:r iz r
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ssiod on her facs, Aftzr I finisaned c£..2 3ul bot: aris
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all nivs

ghow al syw
safe sile L:
cixildren wno have na
of it, sc if trnsy all

I vouiz lixs to
he gafe or prudient

trnere wsre 17 wio went, i wazon
2 gay tizz. I hadn't into .y
wisnt be on tane way, 2na ny dear
longing coull have breu. day, I

«e md a ue&lﬂﬂt . The
sour nouss wsren't very haz tec
alu;’t look pretty. I'u 7 ictures
But tae original is very sueei, I assure yaou.

Abbie an? I starited over the river ine other nigzat and =met Will Jaccbs. He s2ig,
"its awfully nice to nave Atbie mwoiner tas babies For you icr you loox so jyounz aud suest
no one would ever suvpose you nad = fa;ily“; wasn't that nice?

Your letier telling of your nirkt with the beetles save ze blus., Yo
nervous old fellow! I feel as if 1 nlbu't dessrve these pcod tixes at all, bu
nave tnex. +nink, thougrn, tnat you'll srofit by thez, Ifor I Laink I'1l be FY
and appreciate =y noms szore than ever when I e back. You can't [ind a zfirl nsre inat is
good for an}tring; everyone says s0. 1 ¥nox of scxe nice psople tiat are going 1o Tacc:a
Sept. lst; I'm going to try 1o get acquainted witn them. They nave =zeans und are going taers
to lecok around and will settle if they like it. I'd liks to entertain tass sowe of the
time i? the nolze was oaly in shape.

I asied Geo. Fletcaer about tne loan you'd like to get and ne said ne tacusnt 3ax
3tarford cculd help vou; I'll see nim ani unave niz comzunicate wita you iy tJire‘a aytaing
in it. Geo. ssid there =as = nan here not long azo who nad ten tadusand tc lend Ior ten
years on real es:ate, at 3%. I wisn we could iind scaeoie like “tnat and save tnat pleassant

hoxe of ours.

You ougal te near your people tell about Doc's wife; your zotner said sce wold
ner sne ought 1o walk more before ner baby was born ani sow said Mihat! and let taut dear
little baby drop rirht out of we?" dne zmust be very guser; Doc said sae didn't zrove <o bs
a bit like what he t@mousnt sae would. I could visit and visit wita you if oniy I naw tas tize,
but I #ill have to stop. uca't worry about the chnildren, for we'll do tie best ws can for
them and they ars doing nicely. I'l1l ccus iust a3 soon as iis safe awnu lien let's be on,

80 hapgy =zith our babiss. I send lots of love-----

I'm waitin
vou ere g
the therwox
it was so not.
2 cold bath and

Alice is :uc as taink Futn and did,
but 1 taink they arse ovar tre worst oi it nox. I @ a tizs I've sad -
witls taez and saybe you will forgive ws Zor not .ri ou rezlize Liat evary
tize tusr hed tiier vouoited all ovar tliz_selwves t

i

she: ¥ ..eir veusls coved,
too, you'll re:lize wnat wi.oogin~ courn is. Tulee i C:

bed all tarougsn for Alice; it hus wade exira waswing anu i've been so
discouraged  at tices I could nave disd. I 3 A

. .




nignt and I zave to 70 it alerne. Lother and Zu botn slesp lcwnstalrs and aave toli L2 o
call tnez, buit 2= seus all i3, and motaer is 6ot able Lo neld. 20 I nose you will forgive
e for g=e.la~ Lo nerlect you, I nsver Lzwnt to.

B.. Brown cauie 42l niznt and was Zomn to Uncle Jiw's to sufoer witon us all; s.e desen ' o
lock auyunere near us 0&d as tihat pilecture tisy sent. Sis is cuite gray, odut aside rro- taat
looks atout tie sa:e as ever. I 100k tne zirls up 10 supper witi ta=.o lazt niqat and nad s

-pleasant tize. Bz brought tuew soie nice dicturs books tiat -ere Robbis's and tasy wers de-
lirated.

Tney casi oy drafts ahign 1 draw thex and cnarge 2£7 for anytaiaz less than $5C. I
hops you can get we a pass and taat 1 ea e belore 10ﬂ* I'd lilze to be there for sent.
anyway; I'w kinl of nouwssick and I'z 2ll tired out, it szeis as if i could stand up just
long encuza to get the chiliren to ths front door and tusu I snould drop. 3 ut you nesin't
worry, fcr you inow I'm wmore luzy irss anyt.ing else.

I was invited to brinr tne caildren up to Gatss' foday and sgend tus day, but it
was 80 not I thouriit best to keed tiem quietly at inoue. I've been lockinsz for the loan you
wrote about; I don't know a4s I can zet it, but I wish you'd write hox lonz you want it for
and what the rate of insurance is on tiz house. I'll do tus bast I can for you ani w=oa't
cnarge you any comrission eitner.

I want to see you Wuorser and :orser" all the tire. Tais Philip of ours is s =
boy; yells at everyone that passss and wien ithe piano is closed ue says, "Play o' bazb
shut he eye, gone senp.“ He is very sweet, and «r. King says ne knowss zore tnan sowe cnil-
dren thres and four years old. He shovels dirt out in MBution Lane® wost of tae tize in a
little red cart ze has. I nope we can be :here you can enioy his cunning ways, too, before
long.

You say you are doinrs tas work alone ; where's Ombra? I zust stop now and send tnis
to the office. I send you a bushel oi' love and dox't taink I'll ever want to leave you a-
gain. I don't think tne babies enjoy the hneat, and tuey are beginaing to teaze to go noze.
Your loving wife—==--

Aug. 1%, 1896

iy Dear iHusband;

I've Just been down to tne office and mailed you a poastuzl card znd sotten
&
your little not, of last hond ay; I don't knos say, but it nss gsiven ze i.e blues dreadfully.
You ssen to write irn sucin a tuowpugnly u1.=co..raf-=~n, canner, aaid tnen, too, you sssn to fsel

crogs a2t me about tne pictures and otner toiags.
Just lst ze state tnat CJ3's plates gre all at tue depot and t.at he iiss bsen coa-
Tined to ihe liouse over a weex with muscular risu.atisxr and t.at I've no way to get to: plates

unless he brinrs them to uze. I've aszed niz repeatedly Zor tex axd I don't lmow of auy
way only to wait until e can get thsx rvor ze. I've trizd t2 <o tae best I could in the

matter and tuaink I liave done.
Every minute of zy tive is taken up and I'w so “tir T
woat o do with xyself. I'm wore tien sorry if I'ye faile in auy suty t
gant to. Abbiz and Zx hiave Deen gone zost of the past e
g, and the rl nas been awny {ive days ia tus last tuo wesks, so iakiar
[

=e I don't knou
, for I never

»

>

s I
ciildren uni 2ll iato consileration you'll see I's gquite

cusy wyself.

I won't coze moze until you tzink it is all riszht for ue to do 80} if I rave tc aait
all zinter. I xmow you are zll tirsd out by the way you write and it makes xe nearly sick
to think of you slaving 80. L makes ze wianI'i staid at howe and noi s2ent a cent exira
all suzzer. I can't ssze nos I ~az zver Jnlfi* @ncu~a 10 eceze at all, ktut I was,ani now
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Tne enildrea zre iiprovias slowlys Pﬁilip's lits
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guess al-ays will., liellie and I drove to U. yesterday ani tcok dlice. E.o Brown and Jadie
ars out drivins wits Rutl now. I'll let you lmew now zucrn soney I nesd ...en t.ere's a dros-
pect of =y starting. Your lit:tle snort 1»3t..e.~ =2 axfully howesick xnd I could nave
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: P
a food crj this zinute if it would Zo any gool. In wy tzart I zske all <is
but I can't *elp vanting ihe ~cod lonzg ones just tie saze. I son't arite
& belier wood, but I send you lols o lovgm=w-
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Vaden

August 4-1896

My Bear Husband,

) 1 had a nice letter from you yesterday but this is the first
opportunity 1I've had of answerine it, 1t is nine o'clock now and I have
Just finished bathing all of the childrén and getting them to bed, and I
washed all the forenoon, so I'm tired tonight and you mustn't expect much
of a letter,

Alice I think is on the gain now and Ruth end Philip are not any worse.
They all cough and "whoop" so I know its genuine and they won't have to have
it againe that's some comfort.

I wish with you that we were all sately at home again, Tor L am just about
tired out witn it all, I won't go away without you acain, you better
believe, for 1 miss your sweet counsel and advice in times like this too
much, I guess you're about the best person I know, anyway L love you the
best and I'm looking ahead to my home coming with the greatest joy for &
want to see my dearest so much, '

1'm glad you think my letters worth "hiking™ to the office after. I'a
like to send you one every day, but find it next to impossible with all the
gisiting and other things there are to do.

We all go to uncle Jim's tomorrow--Fletchers included--but we are not going
to Rob'sthis week for tney sent work they would not be "at home”, Gomne to
Asbury rark, I believe,

Ruth, Alice and I took tea with manda last night, ZEm B. wrote that if she
came "at all™ she would come the last ot this week, sanda thinks she acts
queerly and says ln Brown always did "hug a sorrow". (Said like a sister)
I'11 give her some :ioney when she comes but don't like to send any for it
looks like hiring her to soume and see me, fanda says they live very
nicely and have all the new clothes and furniture they want, and that it

is not lack of runds that keeps ner from coming,

"was I tellin you" that Anna gave me cloth for a new dressrs 0f course,
1l ecouldn't refuse it but was rather atraid it would cost too ruch to make
it up and I didn't want to get myseltr asnything, However I'1l have to now,.

L know I can come alone all right-I will start so as to get there on a
Saturday but + should start right back on the next train if there should
happen to be a "game 01 poker" on the carpet, You better look out}

\
It will be lovely it you can meet us somewhere, tor that last day is always
the most tedious. All the children have spells now of wanting to ‘go and
see papa" and vames is longing for his buckboard. 1 dread leaving mother
but the longer 1 stay the harder it will be for all of us to part. 1
can't but feel that soue of the dear faces 1 leave here 1 will never
see again, and yet "God is good™ and we nay see each other again-

You can see by this letter that 1 am"out of sorts" tonight but guess it si
i . 3 o : o
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e U.S. and I the "first lady of the land" and we were going to give a

inner, and neither of us knew the order in which the noted people should

be seated at table-_and we both sirsned Por our little home and babies once m
more, 1 doubt if I will be away 1rom you ior nore tiau two more sSundays,
if the children are no worse, that isn't long- is it¥



I an so sorry you don't feel good and think you've had a pretty miserable
surmer, take it all fogether. L1 know I should have been miserable

left there the way you are, But we'll try to give you a good time
when we get there,

Remember me to all friends but keep all the love of my heart for your
own dear self., I'd like to hug you this very minute!
Your loving wife,
Ida.

I'1l se about the telescope-- I'll ask C. ¥. S. he knows everything adout
everything. 1s there anything I can send you that you'd like?

We struck one of those "a la carte™ dining cars ¢n the Burlington and
Mush with sour cream was 25 cts per dish, $1.50 for mush for all of
us-=-I'11 come anyxxy road you say-- 1'd like to make a change,



' , : t = - -1l2-

Aup. 13, 1296

Wy Dear Charlie;

It i3 too s=arly to #0 to bed, so I puess I'll write a litile to you. It i
been & vary ccol day, ané is 2 really coli =veninz; I've (usi co.e ul Tre. Ci's wnd sidvered
all tue way. a2 2are all feeling fairly well now, and I LozZe we can gel nc.e Dslore very loo
lourer, and as I ex

e
. It will te so late to clean house znd Jo t.ues 21l vorik ir 1 wai
pect to do everyining ryseld I'll nave to "take ‘1“3 by tire forelock.?
1
S

I know z are very anxicus Ior us to core---so: 1i; I i1l wait as lengz as you
=is: ze to, but I'. -elting anxicus tc have ioe lens :our 1@ over witn and sev settled at
nore once more. I a:: oh! so tirei! and yet I'm having a ¥oou tize every <ay.

Tuis afternoon Prudie Burcnard naes bses visiting e, and e nave been auzving lois
of fun talking over olé tiwes. Friday uisnt we pirls ars iavitsd to a big party at dilcox's
and wy nex dress Anna gave uze is ady for tne s..ow; I sxpect to zake a conqussi. It
seems 90 good Lo nave someove besides Fin Bryan ana "Littie Fleck" buy wme a nea dress!

. How I do wish you were herel! It has cade thia last part of .y visit sesx lonely be-
cause I reserved so —any tuings 1o 4o wi a I nave t0 do them wit.iout you.
Its awful loanly sork roarine around witn iz Woetter half® of you souewhere else.

I don't think yocu need worry atout us any azore for t.s calldren are gainin. Tast and
I snall be 21l rirat after the anxisty is rewoved. Cud is zoinz down to Binz. in tus zorning
ané wanted we 1o zo, but souenow I Zdon't feel ambitious enougl: and besiies it costs too wuci.

I went to see C.w.Brousn and ostsiford inis worning i rezara to T.ue loan ang tound taes
both out of to:n; I'll ¢o again when tiey ret back. Geo. Fletcuer taourat taey would ve
the rignt ones to put ce on tihe track to nezotiate a loan. I w2s talking to .r. ainy tie
otner niznt about taings of tiat kind and without telling ni. we wanted to get a lcan, ne
said tnere used to be quite a lot of woney around iere to lend "till Georire rfletcier borrowed
it all.® 32id re'd borrowed everywzhere. Landa says "Doc®™ is sard up andi says re wrole tiat
soxne veeks tiey nad lived on two dollars a week. Jeo. Fletcrner told e Dcc nad never sritien
hiu but once since re went backs he wrote frow Caicazo i.at he'd like to send nis wirfe ami
baby back here for ewaile waiile ne went on out west, and Geo, wrote aic nhe 4§ ratner pay e
board in Cnlcavo than nave ianda wait on her. -

You can % jizagine now cute Pnilip is; wnen I put niz to bed tonignt ne was ain"11g,
®Brins back xy Bonnie to me" as loud as ne could sing. Ask nim where Papa is, Mpacic Couae .
He has a way of dropping nis syelids in a very mischeivous way, tnat bodes no goocc, I'm -
afraid. He .is very sweet---like nis iama! (I can iuaginz I see you smile. ) I think. you
#ill find James ~roan & great deal, and I taink Ruth is very wucn izproved. oae doesn t
geex as irritable a:d governs easier tian the otrers now. ~3he is just lovely to look at
((0n?)) and I ret lots of Yeomos® on =y beautiful family. James Ddlays so nard sae is 80
tired wnen nigit coires he just falls dnto bed. Alice, t.s dear listle wouan ((again, 0a?))
told ze tonipat sne waen't roing to give e %one bit of trouble, for you look as irf you
were tired out.® Tney are all blesses little ones, znd I feel every day as if I coulin 't
be tnankful enoush that they nad besn given to me. kow do you feszl about it?

dell, I'm all of a ciill and guess I'll crawl into ted and get war. I seat you love---
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Oxford,
Aug. 18, 1896

wy Dear Husband;

Yesterday was a red letter day for me, as 1 rec'd two  letters, and the
pictures of tie house froxz you. Thney brigntensd ue up wonderfully .;i today I feel better
than in some tise. I wanted to sit rignt down and answer trat lon: lsitsr as soon as I
rec'd it, but had proxzised te zo calling with £z Brown 2nd so nad to postpone it until tiis
moraing.

I've been up on tie nill and shnowed threx the pictures and taey all thLink 1t is
quite a pretty houe tnat we have. I tell you it looked gzood to wme and sade we Teel ratuer
horesick to po inside. I think tiey are very good indeed ani trnank you for your prowptness
in sending tiem. You are not much like your old slow wife, sre you?

I's glad you srote so .ucih about tas propsriy you wish tue loan on and touorrow I'w
going to start out with the pictures and see wazt I can do. 1I'll let you know in =y next.
Tne caildren are guite well nouw, co.pared witu what tnsy tave been, und for turee nipits

1

;
nave slept-rigst tarough. You will kaow how wucu tial zgans to we, I was so tuorougnly
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tirsd outl. I was afraid 1 w2s zoing to havs a aiclk sp211 and I coulin'y n:lp worrring o
bouv itl. sut I trin! we are comin~ out finely now and in enctler waek »ill Ze cuabzelraa
agafh. It is quite cool again, too cool to sit out of doors, end I can 't help but think what
a good week it would have been to travel. Yet I don't think there'll be anytning lost by wait-
ing awhile.

I've never realized as much as I have since I've been here, how mwuch my babies and you
are to me; all my world, and hor drear life would be without you all. You have always ®been
good" to me, and you are the best and kindest husband in the world. I know I tried you sorely,
but as you ey, I'11l try and do better when I get home. #e must make the most of our home
life, there's nothing better in tne whole wide world, and God never sent four sweeter children
t0 earth than ours; what more can we ask for?

I can't imagine, Charlie, what you mean when you say things have not been as "pleasant
and agreesble® for me as they might. I don't think I ever wrote anything to lead you to think
80; everyone has been kindness itself to me and I've had a delightful time, marred only by
the children's illness and tne disappointment of your not coming.

I anticipated that your mother would bs veyer critical about the children, but she has
never said a word to me showing she thought their behavior was not all it ought to be. She
has been the dearsst old lady in every respect, and I love her better every day; so what did
you mean? My own folks have done everything they could do for me; Abbie and Em have had to
work, because you know they are the breadwinners for Mother, but they've helped me whenever
they could. Of course there have been little armoyances, but I've tried to cvcrlook them
and think nothing of them. If anyone has bothered you by writing anything of the kind I am
more than sorry. I'veno fault to find in regard to the way anyone has treated me.

Yell, deareat, the whisile is blowing for noon and I'll have to stop until after dinner.
¥We are all going to drive out in the country this afternoon and make some calls and give the
children the ride. W®e can get Mrs. Jim Warn's two seated surrey for the afternoon for 5C¢;
isn't that cheap?

Grace wrote she was to be married the 25th; you'll have to go around and kiss the
bride for me. I'd like to make her a nice present, but am afraid we are too pcor right now.
I gam going to give Manda a little present, she has bsen so good to bhe babies, when I can find
something apppopriate. I do wish you could come and get a nice visit here with all the folks.
I'm glad you don't like living away from home so very well; we'll have some dandy times when
I get home, won't we, dear? Grace and Morse won't be in it with us because we've got 8o much
more in our children to make us have a good time.

I can't begin to tell you how I want t0 see you and how glad I'll be to get home again;
home is the dearest spot on earth, and don't you forget it. I wust atop now and send James
to the office with this; he goes all over town alone, over to Uncle Jin's and everywhere.

I gend lots of love, you dear old fellow—=—=-- -

Aug. 21, 1896

My Dear Huaband;

It is not quite time to go for the morning mail, so I'm going to write you
a little to send when I go to get your letter. I know I'll get one, for you wouldn't be
cruel enough not to write soon, after the cruel little joke you played on me yesterday.
Really, my dear, I don't think I intended that to be enything but fun, for I can't remember
feeling as cross toward you as that sounded. It was not thoughtful, to say the least, and I
beg your pardon for any unkind feeling it way have given rise to. I've only had the kindest
of feelings for you since I left home and I want you to love me as well as 4 do you.

I feel every time I look at Mother as though she was surely slipping away from us all, and
when she is gone I will have no one that cares for me particularly well but you and the chil-
dren, and I want to make the very most of you, for you ere all my world.

You see I am blue this morning, maybe because I had a hard night with the baby and
Ruth. I took them all up on the hill to tea last night and they ate everytning you can im-
agine. Maude and Lizzie seem to think I am cruel to them because I don't want them to nave
everything they ask for. Mother Eaton spoke to me in an aside and asked if I didn't thnink
there was such a thing as "killing with kindness.® Of course they do mean it kindly and I
don't want to remonstrate to the extent tnat they will get angry, for I shall be hnere so
short a time. I sent Ruth away from the table because sns cried for cake and would eat nothing
but cake ((Oh?)) end ianda took a piece and went out in the hall and gave it to her and coaxed

v3
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her back. Nos I don't tell you this to find fault with them for they love the cuildren dearly,
but just to esk you wnat you would do under the circumstances.

#1ll Jacobs heard I waes in Brown's office the otner day and came up to see what I wanted.
I had a telk with him and he said he didn't think they could help us eny for they had to have
ell reel estates they loaned on investigated by tneir own committee and they had none in the
northwest.

We are all going to Wilcox's to a big party tonight; Manda and Em Brown are going
with us. Charlie wrote Em yesterday that he didn't taink he could come up and wanted her to
come home next week, but she didn't think she'd go so soon.

It is still quite cool here and if it doesn't get hot again I'd like to start home by
the 3lst. If you get the house the lst you better go up there and stay and if we come lay in
a stock of groceries, so we'll nave something to begin on. I'd like to get there Sat. and we
could do "light housekeeping® over Sunday and have a good visit all together. Don't you think
that would be nice? I can hardly wait to see you, for it seems ages since I came away and I
knon you are just as anxious to see us. The children talk about you and home lots, and I think
they'll be glad to get there.

Pnilip got so angry at me yesterday it was laughable; he kept saying "I don't like Mama no
more” and "Mama you behave yourself®, but in a minute or two he was all over it and loving me
for all he was worth. He is quite a boy; hollers "nello® to everybody that passes and last
night went and told Grandma Eaton to "come to supper® through her trumpet. She was wonder-
fully pleased over it, as he has always seemed afraid of it. Well, I musi get ready to go
down town----

Aug « 29 F) 1896

My Dear Husband; '
I got a letter from your yesterday saying that you were "blue” and I assure
you it made me so, too, to know that you were. I am coming home to you soon now and I hope
the laughs and smiles of your children will chase away all the blues you ever had. I told
Alice you wrote that if you could hear her laugh you thnought it would make you feel better,
and the dear little thing told me when I wrote to Papa to tell nim when she got nowe she d
"laugh for him all he wanted her to." Bless their sweet hearts; you are right wnen you 8ay
there are none like them.

I'm glad you went to the circus and that you took the Ramages for an outing and I
hope you'll have all the good times you can until I get home, then I suppose trouble will be-
gin again for you---eh? '

Mother and I are alone today with the housework and children. The girl is gone. Abbie
got to bossing her more than she liked and she wouldn't stasy. I don't think I'll get another,
as I shall be here so0 short a time now. I'm going to wait until about Friday, and then if I
don't hear that you are coming or get a pass, I'p going to wire you to see if I can start
Mondsy if we all keep well and the weather is all right. If I don't start then I shall the
following Monday. It may be I camot until then, for there'll be lots for me to €o, but I
think I ought to come as soon as that.

I'3d be glad to gtay all througn Sept. if you could be here, but if you cannot I want to
come soon. I wish you'd write just what you think about it, arnd I'll promise not to get mad
again. I think Iave been a little bit homesick ever since I've been here, to tell tae honest
truthe Tarough the day I'm all right, but when night comes I want to see and be witn you; 1
guess I'm an old idiot! :

There_ s to be a circus here Friday and I shall take the children to see it. Yesterday
CWS, Philip and I went driving all of the afternoon and after dinner Em put the children to
bed and Abbie and I went calling. I enjoyed It ever so mucn, for its the first afternoon in
some time I've been Poff duty." I haven't been up on the hill seince Saturday. Aunt Lar-
garet and a lady from Norwich are up there today, but I didn't zet an invite to come up. Ought
I to have gone just the same? I'm afraid I'm wearing out my welcome and I think its time I
traveled homeward where { don't have to have any.

You see I'y not in a happy mood today, and I do wish you were right here now to make
my duty plain to me, and cheer me up a bit, for I am right down blue and don't you forget it.
I suppose this is Grace's wedding day, and I 4o hope the dear girl will be happy with her
choice. Remember we to all my friends---there are not many of tnem. I send lots of love-=--

"
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woman. I'm glad the kiddies @idn't mind the thunder shower; I was afraid it would frignten
them. Of Course I can't tell anything about coming east for a month yet. If I can come I
will probably start around 20th of July and have to be back by Sept. lst. I don't know anytnin:
about whether I can come or not, or whether it would be best to, but I'll core if I can.

I got my laat summer's ice cream suit cleaned and pressed and they look pretty skookum
I'm telling you. I suppose the girls will pester me to death now. tiell, I must go eat I
suppose, although I don't feel much like it. I send much love to you, old honey, end to the
children and the folks. I would rather you wrote every day, if but a postal, to say you are
all right. I don't want you to make a burden of it, although of course I couldn't hear enough
if you wrote all the time. Your loving husband----'

June 27, '96
My Dear Little Wife;

I expect you will think you are neglected and forgotten and everything
else, but it is not the case. I have been very busy and have not had time to write. I will
just say now that I am all right and will take time tomorrow to write you a good letter.

I have rec'd two nice letters from you since I have written; your letters suit ze first
rate, they are newsy and good. It is very warm here now, as hot as I ever saw it. Last
night we had quite a little thunder and lightening. I hope you are getting along well even
if it is warm. If it gets too hot you had better go to the lake or that place we used to go
or somewhere. I got your draft and was pleased to hear from you.

Porhaps you had better draw for what money you want as you go along; I will take care
of the drafts someway, although money is pretty scarce article right now. Hope to have some,
however, after the first of the month. I don't think its very nice of James and Alice to
say they are going to stay there; I want to see them even if they don't want to see me. I
just long to see you all, and you can bet if its possible for me to come esst I shall certainly
do so. I will be doing some work for the NP next month and may be able to work them for a
pass. I can't tell about coming till about the 15th of the month, when I see how U.S. Court
comes along; that opens tne 9th.

Dear me soap suds, how I do want to see you all; how about that picture? Will write
to the babies tomorrow., Love===-

Sunday, June 28th, 1896

By Dear:
- How are you this warm evening? I don't feel very gocd myself. I am tired, but I
expect to get a good sleep tonight and I guees that will make me feel better. &e had a little
shower this morning and it has been thundering all afternoon and has rained a little. I did
not get breakfast till noon this morring, tho I was up quite awhile before that in my room;
it has been too threatening to go anywhere, so @ have just loafed around. It has been pPretty
warm for a week now.

I was going out to the house today, but haven't gotten started yet and guess 1 won't.
I gave the hens away to Hoge because the folks at the house didn't went them; do you approve?
I hope your girl is proving satisfactory and am glad you got one. I am also pleased to note
from your letter that you seem to get out a good deal; that is right and you can't have any
100 good a time to suit me. You spoke about my playing poker to pass away the time and I
have tried that, but it seems now if I only haed you end the babies back here I would never
want to do anything but just stay with you. S5till I presume I would, but I do want to see
you all very, very much and think of you all the time. W¥hen I see any little cnildren I
feel just like taking them in my arms for the sake of my oxn little ones.

I am glad they are such good children and very much pleased that Amanda and all the rest
love them so much; we ought to be very thankful indeed to be blessed with such darlings. It
is far beyond my deserts, and I don't believe there is a nicer little family on earth.

There is absolutly nothing to write about except that I love you lots and lote and wish
I could see you to tell you so. I do so hope I can get east and will strain every nerve to
do 80 you may be sure. This is the nice long letter I promised you last night; how do you
like 1t? I have about worn those pictures out. When are you going to send me scme more?
Get 'em in the shade this time so it won't wrinkle up their noses so. Am going to write to
them and that's that for this time. Goodnight, sweetheart—---

sy
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Tacoma,
July 5, 1896 .

My Dear Wife; : :
I have been promising umyself all day that I would write you a nice letter to-
night and also write one to my little old eweethearts, but aleas and alack! 'tis all off. I

“didn't get my breakfast till nearly 12 today and then wendered around with Fin Bryan till 2,

and then went out to the park end laid around and read till 6330, and then came in hungry,
got my dinner and sat down out- here in front and visited end talked with different ones till
now its most time for the mail to close, so you see! You mustn't blame me t20 much tecause
it has been awful hot today and after dinner it was so pleasant and cool and nice out here
and I felt so comfortably lazy that I couldn't get myself started to climb the stairs to the
office, where I knew that it was hot and uncomfortabls.

I am feeling all right again and getting along pretty well although I have not slept
much for the last two nights--too much fire crackers. I loafed all day yesterday and went out
to the park in the evening to see the fireworks and tnen met your cousin Will Hall and wan-
dered around with him.

The only fun I have nowdays is making up to children I happen to run across; they look
awful good to me. The things you wrote about Ruth were awfully sweet and you tell her she
is her paps's darling. How I do long to see them all, and you! I don't like this kind of
life and don't see how any one stands it at all; I've had enough so quick, and more than e-
nough, too.

The 4th of July and rose carnival passed off first rate I guess; I sent you the papers.
The rose parade was fine; just oceans and oceans of roses and today you can't think from
the looks of the lawns about town that any were ever picked. Ite a delightful suumer so far
as flowers and weather goes; it has been pretty hot for this country, but you know that is
just about right for comfort. I wish you could be here to enjoy it, but am glad you are en-
joying yourself there. I know you must be having a lovely time and I think a great deal of
vhat you must be doing and what we will do if I get there. I will send you the Sunday papers
tomorrow and will enclose a button I want James to wear all the time; it is the state button;
I want him to boom the country. There are crowds and crowds of strangers here tnis summer ’
and they all seem struck on the country.

¥ell now! I have sat in here writing this until I am all of a much of sweat; I am still
wearing zy winter underclothes. de must try to take advantage of tne excellent opportunity
you have of buying tnings cheaper there; I want you to nave some dresses made and fix the
children up good. Ve will also get some stuff for the house if we can find the filthy.

I will close this now, and I love you just as much as if I had written you a good long
letter; kiss all the babies for me and tell them not to forget their papa, who wants to see
them all the time. Your loving husband-----

Tacoma,
July 10, %96

My Dearest ¥#ife;

I suppose you are just hopping because you have not heard from me since my
letter of Sunday, so I'll give you to understand I hmve not heard from you since lionday, whicn
is a long time I think.

I have been busy this week finishing up my work and looking after U.S.Court. I expect
you will be badly disappointed, as I am, that I don't think I can come east this summer; in
fact I have about given up all idea of it. Judge Hanford continued tne cases till the &tn of
August; they are the most important caseses and will take 12-15 days to try. I can't afford
to lose them, and if I stay for them I won't have time to get east and back before the first
of Sept, when Superior Court opens.

, Then I don't feel just right about going east; it will take a lot of money, $300-$320
at least and while I could get tne money, yet it woulin't seem rignt to spend it. You have
some idea, of course, but not much, of hos bad things are here in every way; businsss, poli-
tics, finances and everything. I rant to pay off all tne floating debts I owe, and to start
in soon after I&d return owing a lot of money, with no money to run on is too much of a chance
to take with the kind of family we have to look out for. You and the children have nhad a
nice visit and I guess they will have to get along without seeing me till some other time.

Things are very slow here, with no money, no business and no prospects apparently
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for any improvement in the immediate future. The law business is absolutly nil; lots of law-

yers are leaving here, and those who are not are much disheartened and discouraged. The
money it would cost for me to go east would come in mighty handy in buying bread and butter
if things keep on this way.

Of course something may occur to change things so that I feel it would be right for me to
come, but the way it looks now I don't think I will. If you could get me a job there 1 might
come and stay. I don't know how you will get back; you couldn't come alone, and I don't see
how you will manage it. Couldn't you make arrangements for some good girl to come out and
work a year for you? But we can figure all those things out later I guess.

I wish you could find scmebody there that would loan about two-three thousand dollars
on first class real estate security; Do you know of anyone; 5 or 6% interest?

I think I will go out to Steilcoom to board. I am tired of staying in town, and don't teli
anybody, but I don't like my room very much. Its awfully noisy, and I feel if I don't go
east I need some change. W¥e have had over a month of the most delightful weather you can im-
agine; it has been, and is, hot for tnis country, but not as hot as you have it there I guess.

You can't imagine how I have missed your letters this week. I come up to thne office for
thew before I go to breakfast; and how I do want to see you all, and how I do love you and all!
I am letting my moustache grow just because You asked me to and against my own wishes and
the advice of all my friends.

I suppose you will hear in due course of stage coach mail that Finley Bryan was nominated
for President today at Chicago. He feels pleased, and I hope he will get elected because he
needs the job and I need for him to have it. How do the folks back there like the dress tnat
he and Fleck bought you?

I was pleased to hear from you yesterday through the $25 draft; I hope you had a pleasant
kth of July; did you spend it all: for firecrackers? You write me just what you think a-
bout me coming east; you know the damned legislature meets again next winter and we'll have
another scrap for our lives then. I know it will be a great disappointment to you if I can't
come, and it will certainly be a very keen one for me. Still we must do what is for the
best and we are not in very good shape 1o play ducks and drakes with fortune with &he handi-
cap we have. If things go right I ought to be able to make five-six hundred dullars out of
this term of court and if I do I can get transportation. I may conc lude to trust to luck
and core anyway.

I haven't anything that I know of to do till Monday; Judge Pritchard wants me to go
to Montana with him on a mining deal and I may go, but hardly think so. I am thankful to
state that he is out of the race for Governor and tnat will leave my hands free to see what
they do in setting up candidates for the bench and legislature.

Let's all go down to the seashore for a week, what say? #ell, if you won't you won't,

80 I guess I'll go to Steilacoom. Jack Shackleford is out'there in that little place way
round to the end of thecar track where we went last summer. He 8 got a lovely place there;
back yard slopes down to the bay; whole thing for §10 a month. -Stallcup is also out there,
and I don't know who all.

#ell, I must close. I think I'1ll go mail this and then ride out to the house and see
how things look; those people haven't paid the rent yet! Can it be possible---but heaven
forbid the thought. They say they don't have any where near water enough this summer; ain't
you glad you ain't here? Chub Hoge has our chickens; didn't steal them this tize, I gave
them to him; he is baarding your pets, iary and John. They are stirring up soze kind of a
stink around town about keeping chicks; don't suppose there is anything in it, but don't
suppose you could make Mead believe it if there wasn't. Haven't seen the Ramages lately;
had good long visit with Gracie the other day; when are you coming home? I could find it
in my heart to be glad to see you any minute. #iell, goodnight, little sweet lollypop;
kiss yourself and all the babies for me=----- :

-~

Tacoma,
Sunday, July 12, 1896

by Dear Hun;
I have spent my time since breakfast writing to the children and mother and sis-

ters, 8o guess I might as well finish up by writing to you, you little old nuisance. And I
wvant to say before I forget it that you keep complaining about not feeling good and I want

you to go right and see a docter instenter; now mind! You probably need a tonic, or braced
up in some way and you tend to it right sharp or you'll be sick, and that would be very in-
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convenient. Another thing; I wish you would take that negative of James "watcring for Papa®
and have a nice photo made from it, mounted and fixed up. I think it is a fine picture of
him and Grace is crazy over it; you had better send her one, too. It was too bad that Charlie
spoiled the pictures of the party; too darned bad!

How do you like your girl and how are you getting along? You write pretty good letters,
but I could ask you a few million questions about things that you don't touch on, but life's

100 short and I'll wait till I see you. Was I telling you about going out to the house the
other evening? I think not. I couldn't rouse snybody, so I guess they were either abed or
thought I had come to dun them. for the rent, because the neighbors say they never go anywnere.
The roses look fine; the one over the front porch seems to climb all over everything, and the
beds look pretty scrum. I wrote you about the strawberries, and it was too dark to see the
garden. I wrote you that there was trouble about water; have to sprinkle at 4=5 o'clock in
the morning or else no sprink. But the lawn looked good, altnough there is a good deal of
white clover in it. Comlng back I stopped at the Gill's and we talked for an hour about you
and the children. Now that's all the news I can think of except I had the pleasure of eating
dinner with Fin last night, for which I paid, as of yore.

I suppose you are feeling pretty blue about my not coming east. W®ell, I feel 80 Ty~
self, but don't see how I can. Supior Court decided a case yesterday knocking me out of about
$100; they will decide another case soon in which I stand to win 3150 and if that should come
uy way it might meke a difference. If I were to come I think I would go down to NY, rustle
around and see if I could get a job and stay there. Its going to be hard sledding herre for
the next five years, and don't you forget it. I haven't been able to pay enything on bills
owing since you went away and if I stay here and mind my own business I can pay them all off
and have a few dollars for a rainy day, and we are quite apt to have some rainy days before
long because we haven't had any in over a month.

I collected 6125 last week + never expected to get, am ought to collect about §350 this
week; then that's about the last of it till some mors work comes in. Oh dear me, what a bore
to be poor! I would like first rate to save that place out in the North End, but don't see
much prospect unless you can negotiate a loan there for about §2000. - The more I look at that
place end know it the more I like it, end if I had that paid up and fixed up a little they
could all go to thunder with their fine houses, that's good enough for me.

I wish you could get Amanda or Sadie or C¥S or semebody to come out with you; why couldn't
Charlie come out? He could get passes, carldn't he, and it wouldn't cost him a cent here
except for watermelons. I wouldn't encourage the watermelon habit by buying them for him.

Today is much cooler than it haa been for two or three weeks. I was going out to oteil-~
acoom yesterday to look for a boardin' place, but didn't go; in fact I don't go anywhere, be-
cause there is no fun in going alone end I know you wouldn't approve of my teking anyone with
me. And in all things I try to make my conduct conform to what would be your ideas, views,
end wishes. There, by gosh!

This week is the Bar Assn. meeting here for the state, and they aren't going to do a thing
but have trhe biggest blowout since Caesar went fishing with McKinley up the blue waters of
the river Danube. It winds up with a big clambake and supper down at Stone's &anding, be-
ginning at two o'clock end winding up at 11, when everybody is supposed to be under the table
and dead to the world. The stuff to eat is furnished by Harrison, under contract, for §45C
and nobody is interested in the atuff 1o eat either. By the way, spesking of Harrison, I was
showing his children.: our children's pictures the other evening when he came along; we got
to talking about this and that and he wanted to know where you were and when I told him he
s8aid he had been to Oxford lots of times, that he was brougnt up in Smithville Flats.

If I surely can't come east, don't you think you had better come marching héme? The
children won't wear out shoes so fast here, you know. i#hatever I'll do with nmyself the rest
of the day I don't know; didn't get up till ten so I can't sleep ary more and can't eat till
six, I suppose. HWell, so long; I send you great chunks of love. Have as good time as you
possibly can and take care of yourself----

Tacoma,
July 17’ '96

My Dear Wife;

I got your letter this morning encloeing proofs of tabies' pictures; I kinda
like the picture and kinda don't; I don't like Philip's and don't hardly think I like Alice's.
James is fine and Rutn pretty good. I wish you would try it again. Of course its a hard ~
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matter to get a good picture of all of them, but its worth trying because they are lovely;
ain't they lovely?

State Bar Assn. in session hers yesterday, today and tomorrow; am taking the proceed-
ings, so you need not expect another letter frox me before Sunday. Gosh, but its hot! I
send you by this a photo I took before you went eway; I think the one of Ruth and Philip is
perfect. Hereby challenge CWS tc produce as fine a photo. The ones of the Sound are not
very good, but trought you might like them to show folks; have you any of the house there?

Nothing to write about only that it 1is hot, I don't think you got into any warmer weather
by going east. I suppose by this time you have my letter about ccming eest and don't like
it much. About you starting I guess I will leave that to you; I'll be mighty glad to see you
any time, although I think it might not be well to start while it is so warm. Received your
draft today; glad to hear from you!

#ell, I must go eat and get back to work, which is pretty tolerably hard work, too,
theank you. I just write this to let you know I am too busy to write. Kiss the babies nine
times round for me and tell them they are the nicest babies in the world, and you are too!

July 19, 1896

My Dear Wife;

I don't think I will write you a letter today because it is too hot to climb
the stairs and I don't feel 1like writing anyway. I got your letter this morning about the
children having whooping cough and am very sorry because I am afraid it will worry you and
makes things harder for you. If you need any more help get 1t and get along as comfortably
as you can.

I don't know but that its as well for them to have it now as any time, but I don't
like to have them sick while you and they are having such good timea. Keep me posted as to
how they are getting along and do as well as you can; I can only help you with my sympathy
so far as I know, but I wish I could do more for you. I hope they will not be very sick and
hardly think they will.

It is very warm here still and getting very smoky; otherwise thinges are the same. I think
I will have the house beck pretty shortly, so you can come any time you went to. I am anxious
to hear what you think about my not coming east after you. I:e worse on me than on you re-
wember.

I am glad you had such a nice visit at Fred's and eorry it was marred by Alice being
sick. I am considerably worried over them, but think they will get along all right end when
they ere with you I know they are in good hands.

I know this d4s an awfully snippy letter, but its just awfully not here where I am
writing and I am all a wmuch of a sweat. I will write sgain tcmorrow, but just wanted to let
you know I am not writing today, but am well if not happy. I won't be happy untii I get my
five babies with me again. Think I will go up to Ramages and Gillespie's now; care?

Much love to all===e--

July 2lst, '96

Ky Dear Wife; I opened my desk just now and found these all nicely sealed and directed, tne
letter that I wrote you last Thursday. I can't imagine how it happened tnat I didn't meil it,
e8 I was very careful to write and explain to you why ycu wculdn't kear from me for 3-4 éays.
I guess I'll send it alongz in this to show my good intentions.

I didn't write yesterday as I had to work very hard all day long getting out some stuff
they had to have bty 9o'clock this morning. 4nd wasn't it hot yesterdag though? 87 up cn top
of the Chamber of Commerce Bldg. in the snadiest of shades and must have been over 90 along
the avenue. I was sick, too. I don't like my room as well ss I wight because its so noisy.
Sunday night I was nervous and felt bad and went to bed early end passed a nignt of horror
with heat, noise, and great big bugs, three inch, hard shelled beetlea, just millions of them!
They just drove me wild, so last night I went over to the Tacoma, got a nice, quiet, ccol
room, slept finely and felt better today; it is mucn codler, too.

Now about your coming home: I don't think I will even give you advice on that, but let
you do as you think best. I don't want yocu to take any chances, of course, and I don't know
much about whooping cough, but wouldn't it be as well or better to wmait until they get over
the worst of it before starting? It is awfully hot weather all the vay along nos I suppose.
I think, too, that you ought not ccme alone; I still hold to =y position in regard to the
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girl propoaition. I dorn't think it possible zor you to get elong here witnout a girl, alone.
Don't think for a mwinute you could do it. If you could get a good girl there trzt would te
willing to come out witn you and stay a year for, say, 310 a zonth it would be quite a saving.
I would be willing to advance her fare, which of course would be paid back in work. You and
Abblie never could do the work, and I don't know how you think you could do it alone. I think
you had better change your mind on that proposition.

I would like to hawe Charlie go to Chicago witnh you anyway and would pay his expenses
a8 you suggest. Couldn't he work you in on his pass that far? I anm going to try and get a
pass for you from St. Paul, but the time is not ripe yet; all these things are to be taken
into consideration, and you are a better judge of than than I am.

Everyone here says it s a good time for the babies to have the whooping cough, right age,
warn weather etc. and that they won't be bothered with it more than 2-% weeks. I don't know
whether they know or not; I don't think its a good time myself. I hope they get along all
right, and any steps you take are all right with me. You write as if you were afraid of me,
but you need not be. I want to help you all I can, of course, but you must do as you think
best about things. So far as your coming home is concerned, you cen't want to core half as
bad as I want you to, but I wmant you to have your visit out now you are there, have as good
time as you can, end do whatever 1s best for yourself and the babies.

McIntyre came to pay'me a month s rent the other day and took out the water rent; then
I kicked. I am very sure 4 told him h& would have to Pay it, and he seems equally sure I
was to pay it. I don't know now we will fix it up, but I told him I wanted the hcuse rIght
away if I had to pay the water rent. I would much rather live out there myself than let it
go at that rate, wouldn't you? He said ne would let me know in a day or two what he would do.

I haven't gone out to Steilacoom, and don't know as I will. I was very sorry to have
to write you I couldn't come east, but don't see what else * could do. I am afraid things
have gone to the demnation bowwows here for some time to come; if I were to go east now it
would be with the intention of staying, end that would be impossible of course. You needn't
tell the folks back there about these things, you know. Just tell them I'm too awfully busy
cutting coupons off Government bonds to come.

Something might turn up that would give me the time and money, and you know that nobody,
even you, could want me to come more than I want to. I need the trip beyond all question and
have thougnt about it so much that to have to give it up now---oh, what's the use? If you
can't do a thing you can't and that's all there is about it. -

I will try to write oftener to make up for that week you didn't get any letter; I'm sorry
about that. Ramage came in wnhile I was writing that and wanted to be rerembered to you all.

I spent Sunday evening with them; they wanted me to stay all night and I wished a mwillion
times that I had before morning. Trey didn't like the picture of the babies very well.

Great Guns! how I'd like to see you all! But I can't, so guees I'll skip out some-
where for the afternoon, because I haven't anytaing to do today. Love to youb---

Tacoma,
July 23, 1896

My Dear Wife;

I have been wandering round and round and round since dinner killing time and
have finally come to the conclusion that ariting to you is as zood an old way a3 any. I zot
Alice's letter this morning and couldn't make up my mind who printed it for her. I answered
it at once, however, and I hope the little old sweetheart is getting along all rignt.

I don't see what you are going to do, or now you are going to manage if they all get the
whooping cough, which they will I suppose. I understand it is liable to last two or three
months and pull them cdown pretty bad and I don't see how you are to get home. I #isn you
were here now, all safe and sound, but as you are not you must do the best you can.

. Come at once, of course, if you think beat; you can't come too soon to suit ze, a ltrnough

I might have to hustle around some to find a place to put ycu. I aaven't heard enytaing about
the house since I wrote you last, but I think I will try and get 'em out. I would ratuer live
there now myself than anywhere else; I have had enough of the zZay life of the city.

I know it seems like putting a good deal on you to leave it to you when you will start,
but I don't sse what else I can do. I want you here, but I don't want Jou to come tefore you
have made your visit out or while it would be bad for you and the children to travel, c¢n accte.
of the hot weather or anytning. I think you nai hetter bring a girl wita you if you can get
one. You can't get along slone here, and I would rather ycu wouldn't try. You nave rad &
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pretty stiff pull for the last six years and if you have any time from the babiss I mould
rather have you use it enjoying yourself.

I was up at Gillespie's to dinner last night and spent the evening tnere. Had a nice
time, and didn't we burn you up! They thnought the proofs very nice. If you knew how I enjoy
the pictures you havd sent you would send more; I have almost worn them out carrying them a-
round and looking at them.

' I nave been in court all day and expect to be for 2-3 seeks now pretty steadily. The
‘weather is much cooler and it feels kinda good, but is awfully smoky. I don't think you would
enjoy it much in that respect,. but perhaps you would enjoy seeing me; I ain't so awful smoky.
I just long to see you, end I tell you its the meanest kind of business, this loafing around.
By gosh, if I thought I d have to keep this up the rest of my life I wouldn't live a very
great while I tell you. I nave been telling Finley about that and have almost got him worked
up to getting married two or three times, but he's afraid he'll starve to death.

1 expect to go on a picnic across the Bay with the Gillespie's Sunday. Guess I might as
well do that as any old thing; one thing is about as dull as another when I don't have uy
dearesties with me. #hen I get hold of you all again I'm going to keep you here, see?

I feel so sorry for them all there, and Abbie particularly, when I think how they will feel
when you bring the children away. I don't know of anything they can do, though, except to
get some of their own, because I can't spare mine. I think you are having more discomfort
from the whooping cough than they are. Well, I must go and mail this or it won't get off
tonight-——--

Tacous,
Aug- 5: '96

My Dear Wife;
I suppose you are kicking as hard at not hearing oftener from me as I am at not

hearing from you. I got a letter today, a very little letter, but 4 .want to assure you tnat
I don't blame you for not writing, when you are so full of troubles, only just a little word
that you are getting along and that nothing serious in the matter &f the children would save
wme a lot of worry.

I am awfully sorry you are having such a hard tite, and the children, too, and if there
was anything I could do for you it would make me very happy to do it. But it seems to me I
am perfectly helpless in the matter because I can't come east except under the direst press-
ure, and there seems to be nothing else I can do the help you. I hope you have got a girl
to help you with the children, as I wrote you to, and if not get one at once. I don't want
you to wear yourself out and get sick and spoil your whole visit.

I send you with this the picture of James and Alice that lyon took, and I think they
are right good and so does everyone wno has seen them. I just got them today, and think I
will send some more for you to give to the folks there. Of course Em Brown must come up to
see the children; I would be awfully disappointed if she did not, and I think it would do her
good. Did you send her the money?

I will tend to the pictures of the house; will see Lyman and see what it will cost to have
them made, if I can find the time. It will aid you perhaps in getting the loan; it is a good
proposition for anyone to loan that amount of money on the house, and if there is anyone there
who has any money I should think you might make it. Of ccurse I would like to get it for
=% and I think it would be absolutly safe , and that they would get their money even ip
things stay as they are, which they won't.

You never have told me anything about Pnilip's arm (except the docter bill) in weeks; did
it get all right? Amanda was so enthusiastic over him in her letter that I think he must
have changed a good deal, he was so quiet. But I'll bet he hasn't changed from the sweet
little fellow he always was; you probably never will know how you are blessed in having them
with you. You must remember, my dear, tnat you only have to do without ze, which ien't
much, while I have to do without you and all those little darlings tnat make life worth
while. And I'1ll bet you if you are ever separated from thex more than two months tnat I
would send you more then thres pictures?

It was nice of Anna to give you the dress; I suppose you are looking pretty shabby by
this time; did tney like the dress tnat Finley bought you? e never thought it right tnat
he didn't get a chance to see it. You had better manage someway to have clothsas for youself
and the children made up before you come back to last awhile, because you won't have Abbie
to make them for you when you get back.

\
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I do hope the babies will get along all right and not cause you much core worry. If I

cduld just see them, wnooping cough and all, well, it seems like I wouldn't went for anytning
else. Of course I include you in ®"them® because you are my fifth baby, you know, and you are
all so dear to me that I can rhardly live along frcm day to day without you.

I don't know anything about the house; I have been busy all the time. iy nice case that
I was making daily transcripts for went fluey yesterday afternoon; I got ebout §13% out of
it with no extra expense, which ain't so bad, althougn it might rave been better. I will
probably .be busy for ten days yet in U.5. Ct.; I have been working about sixteen hours a day
since Friday, but I enjoy that a whole lot better than loafing.

I don't think from all I hear that you nac better try ard come home before the first of
Sept. or until the weather chnanges. It has rained along here wost every day and night since
Saturday, and its just lovely now, smoke all gone. I do hope you cen find someone to come
with you; don't leave eny stone unturned. I would feel a whole lot better if you could come
with somebody, especially people "well to do® like those you mentioned. I think I can get
the house most any time. Think it over carefully, make up your mind about the best time to
come, end let me know as soon as you cab. Then I can meke arrangements about the house.’

I don't want you to teke eany chances about coming, because 1 would rather wait a little
longer and have you all all right.
Well, I must close and go to dinner. It seems useless for me to keep writing over and
over how much I miss you, how much I love you and all that, because you wust imow it.
((sounds like an Eatons))

Tacoma, .
Aug. 10, '96

My Dear Wife;
This is just to let you know I am still here and kicking around. I am working
most awful hard and don't feel so well and don't have ambition enough to write.
((These remarks ratrer surprise me; they sound
80 much like a husband, and I always iragined
Ded was an exception, for no good reason. One has
. to remember, tho, thet he was an Eaton!))

I thought I told you to have some of those pictures of James finished up and sene me one
and Grace one; now wny don't you do it? Oh well, I won't be cross with you because I guess
you have plenty troubles of your own. I am glad the babies are getting along even as well
a8 they are; I wish you had more help and wouldn't tire yourself out so. Don't think of
dtarting home as long as it keeps as hot through the country as it is now; you could not
possibly stand it, and that's all there is about it.

I wish you would let me know about hos mupk money you think it will require to come on.
I hardly think you better try to come tourist, even from St. Paul, but you will have to figure
out those things yourself. I think you know more about those things than I do, having made
the trip with the children and I haven't.

The weather is delightful since the rain and I wish you were all here to enjoy it.

I send you all a great deal of love and innumerable kisses-—---—

\

S meme—— I had Lyon go out and take some pictures of the house, and if they are good
maybe I will send you one about the time you send me that one of James I wanted; will that
be soon enough? I have been greatly worried over the reports in the papers the past few

days of the extremely hot weatner in the east. Oh dear me, how I wish you were all back
here safe and sound:
Take the very best of care of yourself anf the children, even if you have %o spend
more money to do it. L
I just got so far and & couple of fellows came along and interrupted me, end now 1
have to go back to court, and will have to mail this as I go or it won't get off tonight.
Lots of love to you all, and don't I wish you were here though? I guess yes.

Aug. 16, 1896

!
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Aug. 16,7 1896
My Dear Wife;

I was going on a picnic on the sound with a gang of toughs today, but didn't get
up in time, and having read the papers all turough I have nothing else to do the livelong day,
80 guess I might as well write you a few lines. Its now most 3 o'clock, so you see I have
done pretty well killing time; didn t have breakfast till noon.

I am 80 glad that the children are better and that the weatner is cooler. Just as
soon as they get well enough 8o you think it is safe, and its cooler, you had better light
out for home. I will know this week whether I can get you a pass or not; will send it to you
irl can.

I saw MoIntyre about the house the other day and he eaid they would get out anytime
if I would give him as much notice as I could. I told him to make his arrangements to wove
by the first, end then if you didn't come by that time I would let him know a week or ten days
before you got here. You can draw for the money to come on any time, but don't draw until
you are ready and have to have it. I suppose if I should wire you that I was starting east
you would wait till I got there before starting, wouldn't you? I don't think that is possible,
however, although I wish it were.

I got your picture yesterday and was glad to have them, although I don't think they were
very good. It seems to me I could make a prettier Picture of you than that. How dig you like
the pictures of the house? Didn't they make you homesick? I was out by there the other night
and the place looked fine; Mac said you could move right in and find things just as good as
when you left; I shouldn't wonder if you'd find it better.

I don't know any news; Grace has stopped working and is to be married "this Fall®, ghe
says. I said that was pretty indefinite and she said the first of September would be “this
fall.® Then I met her on the street and she had bought a rose jar and said she was all ready
to go to housekeeping with that. So that's ell I kmow about that.

I haven't seen or heard a word about Bertha. Bee Griffin says she thinks she will marry
James Eaton, although Newman is a Pretiy nice boy. So tell him 40 look out, and didn't he
have whopping cough? :

I perceive that you are getting much stuck on Philip; I think I sm more anxious to see
him than any of them because he_must have changed more. At least I em more anxious to see
him except for Ruth, Alice and James. I can hardly wait till you come; so far as weatner and
climate are concerned this has Been a beautiful summer, but I haven't enjoyed it a tatl. I
have not been anyshere or done anything all summer except work, and there has not bsen enough
in that to make it enjoyable. I think I will go places and then when the time comes I don't
wanna. Oh well, there ain't wuch in living nohow.

I feel better now that I know the babies are all better and the weather is cooler. The
hot spell must have been dreadful; how do you like that for a surmer climate anyhow? The
Papers for two weeks have been full of the terrible heat in the east and now they are just as
full of the terrible storms that followed the heat. Heat, cyclones, blizzards--burning up
for six monthns and tnen freezing to death the next six; excuse me, this is plenty good enough
right here for your Uncle Parker. We haven't had a disagreeable day since you went away; the
most loveliest summer I ever seen. Well, you'll see those poorblokes back there catch on
some day that this is the country and all up and down the cosst there'll be a heavy population,
you see! In short, I think you would do well to locate in this country; at least couwe out
and look around before making up your mind on any otner locality!

I don't like the idea of your coming alone a little bit, and wisn those Pearsons
were coming right through with you. iaybe I'll go fishing and then you won't hear fronm me,
though I don't much think I'll get to go. Guess you must be having a pretty good time and
do wish I could be with you. Have you seen any children as nice as yours?

I consider it very important that you should get a few days of solid rest before start-
ing west; what on earth would you do if you should get sick on the way? Come as soon as you
Possibly can safely. Your loving husband---

Augo 22, 1896

------ (part gone)---It takes longer, though, five and a half days from Toronto
and I suppose it would take you about a day to get to T. The fare frowm Toronot is $55.50
and from Monireal $61.60. You would come through direct to Seattle without change, and if
Charlie could go to one or tother with you it would perhaps bs your best way. I don't think
I'd come back over the NP, unless of course I get a pass. Think either the Cnadian Pac. or

} .-c.«‘ r



" THAD. HUSTON,
ATTORNMNEY AT LAW,

MASTER IN CHANCERY U. S, CIRCUIT COURT

BERLIN BUILDING,
"TACOMA, WASHINGTON.

MY DEAR JAMES, ALIEE, RUTH AND PHILIP:
| IT MADE ME FERL VERY FAPPY WHEN LAMA TELEGRAPHED KE THAT YOU

HAD GOT "BACK EAST" ALL SAFE AND WELL. I AM GLAD THAT YOU DID NOT HAVE
ANY TROUBLE AXD DID NOT GET FURT OR SICK ON THE CARS. I TUINK IT WAS
BECAUSE YOU WERE GOOD CHILDREN AND DID AS PAPA TOLD YOU TO AND MINDED
MAMA AND ABBIE. |

I HOPE YOU ARE HAVING A FINE TIME THERE NOW AND 1 KNOW YOU
ARE. HAVE YOU BEEN DOVM TO SEE ALBERT BURCHARD YET, AND HAS HE TOLD YOU
ABOUT "BURNING CHUNKS® OR "BUNTING CHUNKS," AS ALICE SAYS? YOU :IUST
NOT FORGET TO HALLOO "WAEHOOP" TO HIM EVERY TIME YOU SEE HIM, BECAUSE
MAY BE HE WONT KNOW WHOSE CHILDREN YOU ARE UNLESS YOU- DO. _ -

I KNOW YOU ARE ALL GOING TO BE VERY GOOD, KICE CHILDEEY, BE- |
CAUSE YOU LOVE PAPA AND IT WOULD MAKE FIM FEEL VERY BADLY IF YOU VERE
NOT ALWAYS NICE AND POLITE AND GENTLE TO ALL YOUR COUSINS AND AUNTS AND
GRANDMAS BACK THERE. PAPA WOULD FEEL AVWFULLY 2AD IF YOU WERE RUDE OR
ROUGH OR SAUCY TO ANYBODY. EUT I KNOW YOU WILL NOT BE JUST BECAUSE PAPA
WANT3 YOU TO BE GOOD CHILDREN.

HAVE YOU ALL BEEN UP TO THE SPRING AND HAD A DRINK OF VATER
OUT OF IT YET? THERE USED TO BE A GREAT BID LIZARD THERE WHEN PAPA VAS
A LITTIE BOY.' MAY BE HE IS THERE YET AND IF YOU TELL HIM ABOUT PAPA
LIKE ENOUGH HE VILL REMELBER THAT LITTLE BOY TiAT USED TO LOOK IN AT
HIN WHEN HE WAS LYING ON THE COOL VET STONES INSIDE THE SPRING HOUSE.
YOU GO AND SEE IF HE IS THERE YET~ DO YOU T.I¥K THERE WILL BE I/ANY AP-
" PLES OK THE TREES UP TO GRANDMA EATON'S? IF I COME EACK THERE THIS SU=-
MER I WANT YOU TO BE ABLE TO TELL ME WHERE ALL THE BEST APPLES ARE BE-
CAUSE MAY BE 1 HAVE FORGOTTEN ABOUT TUE!, ALT:OUGH I WAVE CLILRED EVERY
TRER ON TVAT FARM WHEN I°WAS A BOY. I WONDER IF TWERE ARE AUY LITTLE

A
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THAD. HUSTON,
ATTORNEY AT LAaw,
MASTER IN CHANCERY U. S. CIRCUIT COURT
BERLIN BUILDING,

TACOMA, WASHINGTON

CALVES OR LAMBS UP ON THE FARM, DO YOU KNOW? THERE USED TO BE SUCH LOTS
OF THEM, AND CHICKENS AND SOMETINES LITTLE COLTS. DID ANY OF YOU EVER
SEE A LITTLE COLT? Ti/EY ARE AWFULLY FUNNY, VITH THEIR LONG THIN LEGS
AND LITTLE BODIES. | | |
IT IS AWFULLY LONESOME HERE FOR PAPA VITHOUT ANY LITTLE BABIES

T0 PLAY WITH. THERE ARE TWO LITTLE CEILDREN THAT COME TO THE OFFICE
NEXT TO MINE AND WHEN I HEAR THEM RUNNING DOWN TE HALL MY HEART JUST
STANDS STILL, BECAUSE FOR A MINUTE I ALWAYS THINK IT IS JAMES OR ALICE
OR RUTH, PERHAPS ALL OF YOU. DO YOU REMEMBER HOW YOU USED TO COLE DOWN
TO THE OFFICE TO SEE PAPA AND RUN THE "TICK RITER"? I AM WRITING THIS
LETTER TO YOU ON THE TICKVRITER, AND ALL IN GREAT BIG LETTERS, SO THAT
MAY BE JAKES CAN READ SOME OF IT. YOU MUST NOT FORGET ABOUT YOUR PAPA
AND DON'T FOR GET TO LOVE HIM HARDER TUAN EVER, BECAUSE HE LOVES YOU
MORE AND MORE EVERY DAY AND WANTS TO SEE YOU SO BAD THAT HE DON'T KNOV
HARDLY WEAT GO DO.

AUNT AMANDA VROTE I'E A LETTER THAT I GOT THIS MORNING AND IK
IT SHE TOLD ME-WHAT NICE CHILDREN SHE THOUGHT YOU ALL WERE AND VHAT A
FINE LOVING YOU GAVE AUNT LIZZIE. THAT IS VERY NICE IN YOU, AND IT
WOULD MAKE PAPA FEEL SO BAD AND SO ASHAMED IF SOVEBODY WOULD HAVE TO
WRITE HIM THAT ANY OF YOU CHILDREN WERE NOT NICE, THAT YOU V:OULD NOT
MIND OR THAT YOU WERE ROUGH OR SAUCY. | |

I HOPE SWEET ALICE FINDS ALL THE FLOWERS SHE WANTS, THAT "THE
DUTCHESS RUTH" HAS SOMERODY TO SING HER ALL THE SONGS SFE LIKES TO HEAR,
THAT JAMES HAS A HORSE TO RIDE AND TSAT LITTLE PHILIP IAS A GOOD TIME
WITH THE TWINS. DON'T THE BIRDS SING LOVELY BACK THERE? DO YOU HEAR
THEM EVERY MORNING BEFORE YOU GET UP SIXGING TO YOU AND TRYING TO GET
YOU TO COME OUT DOORS, WHERE IT IS SO WARM AND SOFT AND FREBH AND LOVELY
AND VHERE IT SHELLS SO SWEET WIT. THE SCENT OF THE BEAUTIFUL FLOWERS? -



THAD. HUSTON,
ATTORNEY AT LAW,
MASTER IN CHANCERY U. S. CIRCUIT COURT
BERLIN BUILDING,

TACOMA, WASHINGTON

ALTHOUGH I AM AWAY OUT HERE I CAN SEE JUST HOW BEAUTIFUL EVERYTHING
LOOKS THERE THESE MORNINGS. YOU MUST HAVE MAMA WRITE ME ALL YOU THINX
AND FEEL ABOUT THINGS AND TELL ME WHICH YOU LIKE BEST, THE EAST OR THE
WEST. I WISH JAMES HAD HIS BUCKBOARD THERE, BUT MAY BE HE CAN FIND
SOMETHING ELSE TYAT WILL DO HIM JUST AS WELL. I YAVE ONLY BEEN OUT TO
OUR HOME ONCE SINCE YOU WENT AWAY AND THEN I WAS THERE ONLY JUST A FEV
MINUTES. I DON'T WANT TO GO OUT THERE BECAUSE IT LOOKS SO LONESOME AMND
HOMESICK WITHOUT ANY LITTLE BOYS AND CIRLS PLAYING AROUND. I GUESS IT
WOULD ALMOST MAXKE ME CRY TO GO OUT THERE, AND I AM SURE IT WOULD KAKE
ME JUST SICK TO SEE JAKES BUCKBOARD OR STILTS OR ALICE'S DOLL CART OR
ONE.OF RUTH'S OR PHILIP'S OLD DOLLS. MAMA IS GOING TO TAKE YOU ALL DOWYI
TOWN TO HAVE YOUR PICTURE TAKEMN FOR }E. SHE MUST FIX YOU UP REAL PRETTY
AND YOU MUST ALL TRY TO LOOK JUST AS NICE AS YOU CAN BECAUSE ITS FOK PA-
PA, YOU KNOW, AND FOR HIM TO LOOK AT ALL THE TINE YOU ARE AVAY.

WELL, I THINK I WILL NOT VRITE ANY MORE NOW. DON'T FORGET IE
AND DON'T FORGET TO LOVE ME. I SHALL EXPECT TO GET A LETTER FRO! JAMES
AND ALL OF YOU MUST TELL MAMA WHAT TO WRITE TO ME.

I SEND YOU LOTS AND LOTS OF LOVE AND KISSES AND OH! SUCH LOV-
IKGS! PERHAPS YOU WILL NEVER KNOW HOW BAD I WANT TO SEE YOU, AND I HOPE
YOU WANT TO SEE IEE. BE COOD CHILDREN, HAVE A GOOD TIME AND MIND MAMA.

YOUR LOVING FATHER, |
C. 3. EATON.



| TACOMA, JULY 23, 18%6.

MY DEAR LITTLE ALICE:

I GOT YOUR LITTLE LETTER THIS MORNING. IF I POSSIBLY
COULD COME TOLSEE YOU I CERTAINLY WOULD AND WOULD RE ONLY TOO
GLAD TO BRING YOU HOME. RUT I GUESS THAT MAMA WILL HAVE TO
BRING YOU BECAUSE PAPA CAN'T GET AWAY, I AM AFRAID.

MAMA WROTE ME THAT YOU HAD THE WHOOPING COUGH. I AM VERY
SORRY YOU ARE SICK, BUT I HOPE IT WILL NOT SPOIL YOUR GOOD TIME
THAT YOU ARE HAVING THERE. YOU MUST BE JUST A3 GOOD AS YOU CAN
AND GET WELL AS SCON AS YOU CAN. IT MAKES PAPA FEEL AVWFUL RAD
TO THINK THAT HIS LITTLE SWEETHEART IS SICK. BE VERY CAREFUL AND
DO JUST AS MAMA TELLS YOU TO AND THEN YOU WILL SOON BE WELL AYD
MAMA WILL BRING YOU BACK HOME AND WE VWILL HAVE THE BEST TILES
- THEN YOU EVER SAW. WE WILL GO DOWN TO THE PARK AND SEE THE ZEARS.
YESTERDAY THE CHILDREN OF THE CITY HAD A PIC-NIC AT THE PARK AND
THERE WAS JUST LOTS ¥@¥¥ AND LOTS OF THEM WENT OUT THERE. I WAS
GOING OUT IN THE AFTERNOON TO SEE THEM HAVE FUN AND TRY AMD ELP
THEM HAVE SOME BUT HAD TO WCRK AND COULD N'T GO. I WILL SEND
YOU THE NEWSPAFER THAT TELLS ABOUT IT AND MAMA CAN READ IT TO YOU.
SO YOU SEE, MY DEAR, WE HAVE NICE TIMES OUT HERE ONCE IN AWHILE.

I ALSO GOT A LETTER FROM JAMES THE OTHER DAY THAT lAMA
SENT IN ONE OF HER'S. HE iUST BE GETTING TO RE A GREAT RIG EOY
NOW, IS N*T HE? I GUESS NEXT SUMIER WE WILL HAVE TO GET LIN A
SAFETY, DON'T YOU THINK S0? THEN PHILIP CAN HAVE HIS OLD TRI-
CYCLE, BUT THEN WHAT WILL RUTH AND YOU HAVE? OH DEAR! I DON'T
KNOW WHAT WE CAN DO WITH SO MANY BABIES! BUT TEERE IS NOT OXE
TOO MANY AND I VWOULD LIKE A WHOLE HOUSE FULL OF SUCH NICE BABIES
AS YOU ALL ARE. |

WELL, I MUST CLOSE THIS LETTER NOW AND GO TO WORK. GIVE
MY LOVE TO MAMA, JAMES, RUTH, PHILIP, ALL TEE GRANDM AUTS,

'AS
COUSINS, NEICES AND EVERYSCDY AND XISS TEEM ALL RO IFCR V3.
i YO'R LOVIEG PAPA, _
>

E
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TACOMA, WASHINGTON AUGUST 16, '96
MY DEAR LITTLE BOYS AND GIRLS: /
. | I THOUGHT PERHAPS YOU WOULD LIKE TO GET A LITTLE LET-
TER FROM YOUR OLD PAPA, AND SO I HAVE TAKEN MY TYPEWRITER IN
HAND TO SEE-IF THERE IS ANYTHING THAT I CAN WRITE YOU THAT

YOU WOULD BE GLAD TO KNOW.

IN THE FIRST PLACE I MUST TELL YOU DBOW VEhY GLAD I

“AM THAT YOU ARE GETTING RETTER OF THE WHOOPING COUGH. I
‘HAYE BEEN VERY MUCH WORRIED ABOUT YOU AND VERY SORRY THAT

YOU HAVE BEEN SICK, BUT NOW T!AT YOU ARE GETTING BETTER YOU
WILL HAVF A CREAT DEAL NICER TIME AND WONT FEKL SO KIND OF
CROSS AND FRETTY. I THINK YOU HAVE BEEN VERY GOOD CHILDREN
WITH ALL THAT YOU HAVE HAD TO PUT UP WITH, BEING AWAY FROM

HOME, SICK AND WHERK THE WEATHER IS SO AWFULLY HOT, AND NOW
THAT YOU ARE FEELING BETTER YOU MUST BE VERY CAREFUL TO BE

JUST AS GOOD NATURED AND GOOD AS YOU CAN AL)L THE VHILE. BE
GOOD TO POOR MAMA AND DON'T MAKE HER ANY MORE TKOUBLE THAN
YOU CAN HELP. . SHE MUST BE ALL TIRED OUT WITH WAITING ON YOU
AND TAKING CARE OF YOU, AND NOW YOU MUST ALL VHIRL IN AND
WAIT ON HER ANI® TAKE CARE OF HER.

HOW DO YOU LIKE THAT HOT WEATHER ANYWAY? DON'T YOU
THINK ITS JUST HORRID? IT IS N'T VERY MUCIH LIKE OUR NICE
TACOMA WEATHER IS IT, WHERE IT NEVER GETS SO HOT BUT YOU CAN

~ RUN AROUND AND PLAY AND ©AVE A.GOOD TIME, AND WHERE THE

NIGHTS ARE ALWAYS COOL, SO THAT WHEN YOU HAVE THAT NICE,
GOOD}FEFLING "TIRED FEELING" AT NIGHT, AFTER YOU HAVE BEEN

| PLAYING HARD ALL DAY, YOU CAN JUST CRAWL IN UNDER A BLANKET
_ STRETCH QUT AND BLEEP GOOD AND SOUND ALL NIGHT.- WE HAVE HAD

2=

SOME PRPTTY WARM NEAThFRYHERF THIS SUMMER, BUT NOTHING LIKE
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August 12, 1896

My Dear unife;

I em so sorry for you that you have had such & hard time with the children end
&rs so tired, and I em so worried about the hot weather there now that I can't sit still,
work or do anything else. How I do wish you were home! I think it would be well for you
it gets cooler to go avsy somevhere for a few days a2lone &nd rest up. Go sazevhere whéere you
vwon't have to visit too hard and can just sleep and rest till you are thoroughly refresned.
Now do this and don't think about siartins back till you do. You must tzke some kind of care
of yourself or you will be all tired out. ihy can't you get Abbie (her sister) or Em (anothsr
sister) to give up work and stay witk you and teke cars of thc children. I would be willing
and glad to pay them as much as they are getting now. I an so worried about you all thet I
am néerly crazy and if I possibly cauld I would come to you at once. 3But I absolutly cen't
unless I welk and I don't think I could do that the way I feel.

i
WGET:

I sent you today the pictures of the house. I tnink tney are pretty good. You esk how
long I went the loan for. I don't care; the insurance rete you ask about I don't know but
I suppose what you mean is the amount of insurance which is 23,000, Of coures I would have.
to keep it insured so the rete wouldn't cut any ice with the party who loaned the noney.
Curren, a good builder and contractor, exawin:d the house you know and szid it couldn't be
built in these times for less than three thousand dollars and of course the barn and other
improvements would cost now six or seven hundred dollars. Tne lots &s they are would be
worth unimproved at present value fifteen hundred or two thousand dollars, so the value of
property at present pricea would be at least 34500 at = very conssrvetive estimate.

[341+]

The house cost about ,7€00 (it has only been built sbout 2% years) ithe lots as asy
are now abeut 7300 2nd bern and other iuprovements ebout 39CC in all abous 28,000, low I
guess that giv-e you all the dzia you need to zo on and it is s perfectly safe loen, consider -
ing the property slone, a2t $2,0CC. But cutside of that I would consider I vwas gocd for $2CC0

< - ] 2 £
without the mortgage. 1Its & good streicht proposition all rickt if vou can finc anybody vao
< - (=]

hes money and is=n't scairt to death of ihe west.

I vrote to the liacs tecdey that I vanted the house >y the lst altncugh I don't zuch
think myself that you will stert by thet tice. I vent you tc come of course ss quick zs ou
cen snc touls slve enyihing 12 you ceie hare rer, it I derte o czes yau tc take eny chances

children are in Al condition for it. I kinda
2ll the time, but

by starting vhrile its hot or bsfore you and the
izagine thet some things have not bezn ¢ntirely pleesant and cgrecable there

don't get excited, don't go off half cocked and
it all. I know tkat I shall zppreciate my howme,
end { think ve vill get along better than e ev
is not my fault if ve don't and I £..1 cure you
dox.. I think probebly we could so%x 3 ve _cne

past, etc.

«C

vhen you get back ve will try to meke up For
zy wife and my children more than I ever aid
er did. At least I shall try +to see that it
%11l do your :est as you (almost) alueys have
cetier in the pastat times, but let the deed

US Court adjouned last nizht; I have been taking testimony in a cese in ihe office to-

dey, heve a little vork on kand and then I gues
if I could only exjoy it I wouldn't care, but I
However, I hope to get rested up some if notain
avey Ifremw home. .

2y the vay, I vouldn't need thzt woney f
could tzke it eny time, thet ic vell for you to
wante to let go of it now you _::ht get them on

Its warm weather 2g¢sin here but lovely;
north breeze. I think it would rest you guicke
of times for somsthins to send the babiss but i
mail thet I think thev would like, thst I hsven

s I'l1l heve 2 lecafing spell for evhile. .ell,
czan't and exvect to be bluer than e whetsicne.
g wore. I don't think it agrees with me to 13

ave

or several months yet, although I sunpose I
know because if you cen't find anybody that
e string. for later.

could enuff in this nicze fresh
r tran enything else. I have looked a number
t is 50 hard to find enythins that will gzo by
't sent anything.

how I wish you



¥ell, you must get along the best ;ou can ans may the Lord be with you z2né tzke czre of
youe I wish I could be of more help and w.ish more than an ything else that I could coms= to you.
I hove znd pray that you will get alons all righi, and you may know that you kave all Ty syme
pathy end love, if that does you any good. I wish thet I hzd zlv ‘ays been better thon good to
you, but as I haven't why you will have to meke the best of wuhat good there is in me.

I send much love to all of the folks. I am gled Em Brown got there all right. Tell her
I heve been tryinz to write her for months and feel very sorry for her in the 1oss of her
friend. Ask her to write to me, end aleo Mother, Amende end Lizzie, ana be eufully careful whet
the babies eat this warm weathner.
nith lots of love to you end the children,
Your affectionate husbend,
CBE



Aucust 13, 1886

My Deer iiife;
I vill =rite you a little lettsr but not very much becsuse I'z slsery anc tir

(51 (A
[

‘and ph! so blue. I went to the circus l2st nizht. 3en Sheeks took me 2lenz with Lr. z
Herrison end their boy Clinton, just zocut Jazes' are. I had Clinton :.ith ze anid trisd 1o
egine it was James dbut 'twes no zo. I hoven't founuy ony otoiss yet Lhat cen come any uasre
near ours. And I won't think it is so much bscause they ere ours either. I think Philip musw
be awfully sweet, as they all ere.

13

I;
]

I have been too busy to see sbout your pass yet. «ill do so the lest of the wsek.

Sunday efternoon I went up ana cot Lr. 2nd birs. hzmare and took them out to the Park, back
noze on e privat: steas launch that ve thnougnt was puolic %ill we got edoard ara tren %o Call-
bergs to lunch. It .as quite pleasant especially es he had one of nis fits znd tuey did not
speak to each otner the entire time. Wouldn't thet jar you. Wwe must go oui on the. waler more

ien you get back; its grand out there in those little boats.  The phosphorous (?) in the
water is the mos% bzautiful sight. e ran into school aficr school of fish, millions or t
little smelts; its fine.

Nothing new here, same deznation old grind. I nope the badies are improving sna wiczn
I could come end gst you. I thought one times within the lzst week or tuo that mayde I coula
as I heve bcen zetting shead of the same but great scott there is life insurence due of 3122;
fire ins. of 336, interest coupon of 335 and none of the little bills zround town heve been
paid since you went anay to amount to anytninz so I can't see any daylight anyvhere. 3y stay-
ing here I think I czn vork it out so as to pey up and get rid of all these mattsrs by znoin:
month. I heve svent lots more money then I ought since you heve been away, but I az plenty -arg-
for it now. Oh dear. oh desr, oh dear......

Wiell, there is no use of crying over stale beer as they used to tell me vhen I e
If I cen get you & pass it will be quite a sav1nc. I kno= I ought to have on,, but I Zon't
feel at all certzin tnet I cen get it. If I can't you cen walk part wey, can't you? I
it would be nice for Charlie (Ida s brother) to tzke you to Chicago in hiscerrisge, don't you?

The weather is lovely here necw. The pepers have stopped tzlking a2bout it so I suppdcs
its cooler where you ere. .hen I find out adout the pass I will writve you zcre ‘uTIJ socu
coming. I do so want to sze you end ry lecvely little babies; sscems like it wouls weke m
feel a vhole lot destier if I could hser Alice laugn once. Wwell, it will be surs rignt good
when you all get nere.

w ct ﬂ-

Goodnight now and love to you and the badbies znd zll
the folks, .
Your loving nusoand,
C3E



Sunda}' A. L .
Aug 23-66

My dear Charles:-

I enjoyed yocur Sunday letter, that came rriday evening, oh}
so'much, and I felt like a new person after readins it. 'the children
enjoyed theirs just as much and when 1 read what you wrote about Ruth's
getting fat again she flirted out her hand and said,"you stop tkat™,

I guess she is sensitive on that point so you better be careful what
you say or you niay ofrend the "Duchess".

This is a regular old-fashioned"rainy Sunday" and none of us are going
to church, All it lacks to be perrectly enjoyable is your presdence
and bpight here I want to ask if you have any idea or coring east, You
know you wrote in this last letter and asked me if 1 would stay longer
if you should wire that you had started, ‘'Ihat Passage set my heart
thumping and my head whirling and made me think that perhaps you could
Bome aitter all, I told your people and nanda said she felt sure you
would come she wanted you to so much, and your mother said she "wished
it could be possible" and your little wife went right to planning nice
things we'd do if you could only come, You see you are a great big
"It" in some peoples world and we need you to"round out the completeness”
of everything.’

All that night 1 Xept waxing up and thinking of you and wishing for you,
80 you see you stirred up quite a commotion.

You ask what witix 1'11 do if I get sick on the way if I should come alone,
and all that L can say is tnere are lots or things one could do in

such an euwergency but L1'm not one of the kind that gets sick when there's
80 much depending on me, you know that. ‘the past few weeks have been
much harder on me than the trip could be, and I've pulled through in
pretty good shape- U1 don't think you need worry in the least. 0f course,
if you could meet me, say at Spokane it would be a great help as the

last day is always tne hardest.

If you can't come east, 1 think I'11 start the 31st or the first monday
in September depending of course on the health ot tune children and the
weather,

The people in iianda's house :ove out Sept. lst and then they will all
resunme their old quarters and that will seem more like home to you than

it would the way they live now. Em Brown is still here, but is uncertain
how long she will stay, I think, like myselt, she could be prevailed
upon to stay longer it she thougant you were coming, |

Your mother and Lizzie are opoth couching quite hard and it has weakened
your mother so that I feel quite worried about her, although L don't
know as tnere is any reason to be so, tor she is about the house all the
tine, ) ’ )

I don't know how I can "rest wp for a tew days betore startince" and I
haven't the slirntest idea winere 1 could =0 to do S0, 1 shall be all

right rdlou needn't worry a bit about me, If I don't feel equal
£o88E 719 evait until & dog Y : :

Theré were about a hundred at the party at wilcox's friday eve and im
and Manda said I looked the best oI anvone -‘there. what do you think
of thats I suppose you"¥l think Cxford people must be growing

— -
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August 26, 1896

by Dear uire;

State Convention here and I heve no time to write letters. I just ssnd you tkhis
to let you know I am still slive znd looking for you anxiously. I hobs you vill stert soon.
I don't think I will get a pass. It seems 50 doubiful about geliing it that I hardly thin:
I will try. Sew lcIntyre yesterday and he said they =ould like to stay in the house till th2
7th, but I told him they would have to get out vhen you came regardless of when. Ee saia they
would do that, so you can have the house whenever you get here and I will nzve trnings rezay
for licht bocusekeeping.

Your last two letters hecve been so crood that it makes me anxious for you wo ccue. In
fact I hzve been that vay 21l the time. You hed better reke up your mind about the route yeu
will talke ot once end let me know. I don't kno: what to advise about it. Tney =3y it is very
hot over east the mountains yet although Tinlin< told me last niecnt they hza had rz2in all = oar
and it was not dusty. I heve no doubt the Canadian Pacific mould be tiue wmost comfortable, 5.t
1t tekss longer; I don't feel thzt I coulc g9 a great vway 10 mest you. Of coursz I woulu like
to, but woney is SCARCSE! #e will need all we have end all we can get before spring I imegzine,
S50 I will have to leave it to you to do the best you cab, assuring you that enythinz you nsed
thet I can get you I'1ll be only too glad to zet and will certeinly give you a very uarc wel-
cone.

Then we will try to have good enough times to make up for the eeperation. I a= 50 an=-
xious to see you and the children thet I can't rait for you witia any patience. I tnink just
&8 you do that we ought to be very thankful for the sweet litile angels that have been put in
our care; iney certainly are the dearest and best childrsn on carth.

I hope you will be eblsto get rested before you start---you must. You riznt find the
Great Northsrn e good route to come; <ihat is quick and they claim free from dust. I exscy
CwS (Ide s brother) to look up these matters for you; also ¢xpsct him to get you well stzrica.
I can't @rite you cany more letters; in fact if you siart on the 3lst they would hardly have
time to reach you.

I have been so busy fer a wesk getting Charlie Sulliven nouinated for Goverror iunt I
haven't had time for anythine else. Now I must get out and rustle. I send lots of loys= F)
you ell end hope you'll stert just as quick es you can. Draw for as wuch monsy =g you Lnink
you'll need; you don't heve to sodnd it all because vou've got it, you know!  Evsry minute
will seem like en hour till you get here.

Your loving husband,
C3E
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Great Northern would be preferable this time 0f year. I am rather stuck on the Canadian Pac.
on account of their high reputation for taking care of women and children. You nad better
look sharp or they will charge you half fare for James, and you'd better have the money in
case you have to put up. I believe he won't be six till November, will he? I want you to be
safe and comfortable and you must sse that you are, and expense is not to be considered in
attaining that end. I hate to have you come back alone, but don't see how it can be helped.

If I could possibly afford it I would come back, or meet you on the way out, but I'm
too awfully poor and you will have to do the best you can without me. Iy scems like you could
be here about two weeks from tomorrow and I hope you can arrange to be.

Cn thinking it over I decided to tear off the first part of this letter for fear you
wouldn't like it. It was in answer to your last letter end the one I sent you an extract
from; I'll just let it go.

I kmow I shall go crazy when you start from worry and impatience; there will be long
weary days and long sleepless nights for me that you are on the road; I hope they won't be
for you. You must have everything you need to make yourself snd the babies comfortable
and happy. If you want to stay until after the circus you cen (now I suppose I'll hear
from you again) but start as soon as conditions are favorable.

Get rested up as much as you can before you start; let somebody take care of the babies
and you go somwehere and get a good sleep---alone. I hope Charlie can go a ways with you;

I wish he would get passes and come out and stay awhile; we'd show him some fun! It doesn't
make so much difference about you getting here Saturday night. Would be pleasanter, I suppose,
but any old day will be the finest day I have seen in one long time. Write me full parti-
culars when you make up your mind about coming.

Which one of the babies does Zm Brown cotton to most? Manda says she don't know
which she likes the best. If Manda knew how meny times I've read her letter I guess she'd
write me another one. I would like to have them all write me and will answer all their
letters just as soon as I get ikax you off my hands as a correspondent. )

Well, I must close. Great Scott! just think, it won't be but a little wnile till I have
all my little darlings with me again; Don't delay starting eany longer than you have to.

Aug. 29, 1896

My Ain Wife; .
~ Say! you'll swell my head awfully if you keep on writing about me as you have
in your last two letters. I ain't so frightfully good, y'know. I hope you will be on your
way back to me when this letter reaches Oxford, but will send it on because you say in the
letter I got this morning that you may not start till the first lMonday in Sept. I hope,
however, you will start day after tomorrow.

I didn't write to you very good this week because it was busy times at the convention.
Things were pretty tolerably lively I can tell you. Charlie 3ullivan got hisself nominated
and everything came our way from start to finish and top to bottom. I was putting in some
time to get Ombra the job of steno to the State Committee and I guess made it all right. It
will be a good thing if she gets it, and I guess she will, although there are others.

I haven't been to see Grace yet and haven't seen any of them; will try to get up there
this eve. I'm all tired out; haven't had only about five hours sleep out of any 24 for over
a week. However, I slept from ten o'clock last night till ten this morning and feel pretty
rested. I have got just about enougn work on hand to keep me busy until you get here. Then
I hope to have fun with you for a coupla weeks until things open up. How I do wish it was
tonight you were coming! fihy do you think it necessary or desirable to start én a Monday?
Just wondered.

I am sorry I raised hopes about coming east only to dash them, or blast them to the
skies by not coming. In fact I thought for_over a week I could come and had it all fig-
ured out how, but things didn't work out right so I could. It would be impossible for me
to make the trip the way things are; I don't even think I could meet you on the way anywhere,
except Seattle or sometning of that sort because of the expense. We have to go careful in
these kind of times I tell you. Though of course I'll meet you if I can. I know you can't
vant to see me more than about one fifth as much as I do you, because there are five of yeu
and only one of me'.

I am glad you were the belle of the ball; I would that I could have seen you. I al-

ways knew you were the sweetest on earth and always told you so, haven't I? You used to
pretend not to belisve me, but I guess you will now. If this is the last week I have to be

—n
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by my own aloneself, I shall be thankful and happy. The weather is lovely now and we can

have lots of good times together. |
The Ramages are still going to Califvornia, but can't get the mon. Ram was around yes-

terday to touch me up for $100, but that cock wouldn't fight. Then he came back this morning
to sell me some of their furniture, but that didn t go either. I would like to help him but
positively can't now. Well, Hall is here (for the usual) and T. Huston end they are talking
politics so I will have to stop and help them. Come homs, do you hear?

CBE.

P.S. It is now the witching hour of evening and I just thought I'd write you a few
more lines in this that I hope you won't get till after you get back here. I wish I could
go down to get you off the train tonight, but barring that I hope I can a week from tonight.
You had better wire me when you start and also from some point along the road because I
shall worry about you a good deal, although I know you'll get along all right, you're such
a good little feller.

Take good care of yourself and the babies; of course I approve of anything you do; I
always have. All I can do is to let you do the best you can and give you a warm welcoume
when you get here, and I promise you that. Well, good nignt, my dear----

TELEGRAM, Sept. 7th, 1896 from Garrison, Montana.

With you Tuesday A.M.
Ida-

Postcard, Dated from Wayne, Ind.,
Sept. 5, 1896.
To Mrs. Susan C. sherwood, Oxford, N.Y.

Dear Ones;

e are somewhere enroute to Chicago and doing nicely. I got my two lower berths
all right at Bing. and the children all slept well until morning. I've not had time to
sleep at all yet, but will tonight. Will get to Chicago at 9 and leave at 10:15. The
babies have all been pretty good and happy but keep telling me they are ®going to tell
Abbie® on me for something or other. Everyone has been kind and I've had no difficulty so
far, and I've made two changes. Send lots of love to you all,

Ida.

Tuesday Eve.,

Xy Dear Husband ;

I expect when this reaches you I'll be almost home and I want you to have
that welcome already for us that you mentioned in your last letter. I don't know as youfll
approve, but I've concluded, after studying all the routes with George ikiead's help, to coze
the same old way that I've alvays come, by Northern Pacific.

CHS cannot go with me any distance and I would lave three changes between here and
Toronto, to say nothing of the extra time ! would have to be on the way. Therefore I expect
to leave here Thursday night by the way of Binghamton and be with you (just taink of it!)
Tuesday morning. I will either have to start out at 11:4S at night or spend a whole day
in Chicago, and I ve coasluded to do the former, as I'd rather put in what time I have here
than there. °

‘ I drew on you this morming for $160 and I have some little bills to settle out of it

before I start. I am coming howe the same way I came east, i.e. first class to St. Paul
and tourist the rest of the way. I hope you can get down to the depot to meet us, for I
expect to be pretty tired when I get there. I've had a lovely time, but it will seem good
to get home and be with you once more. Just think, it is only one short week to wait now!

Here is a little conversation I heard between your two daughters thie morning as they
sat in wy bed while I was dressing--

(Alice) Just think, Ruth, in just a couple of days we are going to see papa!

/!
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(Ruth) Ya-ss!
(Alice) Do you know what a ccuple mean, Ruth?
(Ruth) Yes--fcur.
(Alice) No!! Three!! _
I won't write more but will kepp everything until I see you, and what a happy day
that wi‘ll be!

Tacoma,
Septo 10, 1896

My Dear Ones;

%#ell! here I am again way back in Tacoma and missing you all more then you can
imegine. But I'll begin at the beginning end tell you all that has trasnpired since I left
youe I don't think I ever felt so alone and forsaken as I ¢id when I left Abbie, Fred and
all of them at B. It seemed as if there were 80 many to estay thesre and nobody but me to start
off alone made it lonesome. I got my berths all right and made my changes at Buffalo and
Chicago all right, but the train was laste into Chicago and I had less than 4 of an hour to
cross the city and catch my other train. But I made it all right.

The Pullyan porter would only help me off the train at Chicago and I couldn't see for
e wminute how I was going to manage everything, but a gentleman and lady came along and took
Pity on me end helped me tinrough all right. After we got started for St. Paul that night
Ruth was tsken with vomiting and a high fever and was sick all the way home. A lady on the
car had some of Humphrey's Specifics, and with what I had in the way of medicine we doctered
her up and kept her from getting worse.

At S5t. Paul I struck the breaking up of the GAR encampment with two hundred thousand
strangers leaving the city and I could not buy a berth for love or money, but I boarded the
train and about two hours after leaving the city I suceeded in getting a section and began
to feel as if the worst of it was over.

Ruth kept sick all of the way through. I got in here Tuesday morning as I expected
and all I could think of was the emigrant's return, for a dustier, more travel stained lot
you never saw. Charlie was at the depot with a carriage waiting for us and I tell you it
seemed good to have somecne take the responsibility off me. He staid home all day and
helped me get the reals and get straightened around. :

In the afternoon we sent for Dr. Hicks and he said Ruth acted like malaria fever
and wanted to know if we had been in a lararious country. I told him how I felt and had
felt in the east and he said I had a touch of it, too. He doctered Ruth up well and she is
feeling ruch better today. I forgot to say I was taken sick Saturday on the way, which
didn't help matters much. ‘

I got home just in time to see the guests going to Miss Pentocost's wedding, for she
was marrled at noon Tuesday. She left the same day for 'Frisco and from there sne is going
back east to live; ner mother is nearly heart broken at losing her. Charlie has invitatiocns
for us to Bryan's end Miss Lee's marriage the 23rd. The County Fair is to be up here on the
‘race track and you can see the swings and tents from the house; I wish you were all her to gO.

You will never ealize, Abbie, how lonely it was coming in the house witnout you. I miss
you everywhere and all the time and I guess I'll never get used to being without you. I
don't think we ought to have been perted after being together for so long. All the way home,
when Pnilip began to get tired he'd say, "Go shee Abbie." I hate to think they won't have
you with them when they all love you so.

‘They were petty good on the way, only if I went to the closet they'd all come down end
stand at the door and cry until I came out. I found tne house and yard all in fine shape.
The curtains were 21l span clean and the beds all made up with clean sPpreads and everything,
which vas a great help. My trunk was & day late and we did not get it up to tie house till
last night.

I was greatly surprised end pleased when I unpacked it to find tne glass I know CW
wust have put in, and that quilt of Abbie's. What made you do it, Abbie? I just bawled
when I saw it for I know how mwch you prized it. I will take the best of care of it and save
it for you when you come back, tor I can't give up the thcught that you will come some day.
Tell CW that Charlie said that reading glass was scmetning ne'd wanted for sometirme,
and he was very ruch pleased with it. Mr. Ramage sold his furniture end has gone to Cal;
Mrs. Ramage is staying witn Mrs. McFarlane. I haven't seen anyone yet, for I heven't been
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by my omn alonsaslf, I shall be thaniil.l 2 o L., o't mcoothier ie lovely nor and we can
have lots of good times together.

The Ramages sre still going to California, but can't get the mon. Ram was arcund yes-
terday to toucﬁ ms up for $1CC, but that cock wou}dn‘t fignt. Then he came back tais morning
to sell me some of their furniture, but that didn ¢t go either. I would like to held nim but
positively can't now. ¥ell, Hall is here (for the usual) and T. Huston end they are talkin;
politics 8o I will have to stop and help them. Come home, do you hear? -

Se
P.S. It is nowx the witching hour of evening and I just tnought I'd arite you a few

more lines in this that I hope you won't get till after you get back here. I wisa I could
go down to get you off the train tonight, but barring that I hope I can a week frcm tcnight.
You had better wire me when you start and also from some point along the road because I
shall worry about you a good deal, although I know you'll get along all right, you're suca
a good little feller.

Take good care of yourself and the babies; of course I approve of anytning you do; I
always have. All I can do is to let you do the best you can and give you a wara wselcoue
when you get here, and I promise you that. dell, good night, my dear=---

TELEGRAN, Sept. 7th, 1896 from Garrison, Montana.

#ith you Tueaday A.M.
lda.

Postcard, Dated from Wayne, Ind.,
Septo 5, 1896.
To Mrs. Susan C. sherwood, Oxford, N.Y.

Dear Ones;

We are somewhere enroute to Chicago and doing nicely. I got my two lower berths
all right at Bing. and the children all slept well until merning. I've not had time to
sleep at all yet, but will tonijght. W#ill get to Chicago at 9 and leave at 10:15. Tre
babies rave all been pretty good end happy but keep telling me they are ®going to tell
Abbie" on me for something or other. Everyone has been kind and I've nad no difficulty so
far, and I've made two changes. Send lots of love to you all,

Ida .

Tuesday Eve.,

Ky Dear husband;

I expect when this reactes you I'll be almost home and I want you to have
that welcome already for us that you mentioned in your last letter. I don't know as youlll
approve, but I've concluded, after studying all tne routes with George kead's help, to ccre
the same old way that I've alvays come, by Northnern Pacific.

Cii3 cannot go witn me any distance and I would have three changes btetween here and
Toronto, to say nothing of the extra time 4 would have to be on the way. Therefore I expect
to leave here Thursday night by the way of Binghamton and be witn you (just think of it!)
Tuesday morning. I will eitner have to start out at 11:45 at night or spend a wuole day
in Chicago, and I ve cmsluded to do the forzer, as I'd rather put in wnet tiwe I have here
than there. ° :

I drew on you this moming for $160 end I have some little bills to settle out of it
before I start. I em coming howe the same wmay I came east, i.e. first class to St. Paul
and tourist the rest of the way. I hope you can get down to the depot to wmeet us, for I
expect to be pretty tired wnen I get there. I've had a lovely time, but it will seen good
to get home and be witn you once more. Juat tnink, it is only one short wmeek to wait now!

HEere is a little conversation I heard between your two daughters this werning as. ine:
sat in my bed while I vas dressing--

(#lice) Just think, Ruth, in just = couple of days we are going to see paps!
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out since I got here. I =mant to get thorcughly rested before 4 try to do any visitiﬁé: for
I was thoroughly exhausted wren I got hers.

Dr. Hicks wanted to kncw what I came ncme lecking so pale for; he was quite surrsiedd
ghen he found out Abbie did not return with me, and said he didn't see how *+ ever got Lere
with those four babies. He said he went amay with Chester Thorne and nis wife and baby and
they had a nurse girl and trained nurse end it tcok trem all to take care of that one baby
and keep it from "bawling."

You'd laugh to hear the children tell Charlie about you all and the good tices they had
there. James had out the buckbpard in about 30 minutes after we got here. Gertrude Clark
and Eazel Hoge have been here all the afternoon playing with them and Alice said tonight she
was too tired to say all of her prayers and she was just going to say "Bless Atbie" and
that was all. Charlie acta as if ne cculd eat them all up, he s so glad to ses them.

Well, how are you all? I hope you don't miss us very muen, and yet it is sweet to be
missed by those we love. Dear old Em and Mother, how good they were to us and how I hated
to leave them! It seems to me I'd give worlds to have you all here and have Charlie run in
as he does there, with the twins.

Tell Nellie I think atout her all tne tire and wisn I could see her; tell Anna I'll
wear the dress she gave me to Bryan's wedding and think about her all the tizey I'm too
tired to write more tnis time, but will try end write often and I hope none of you will for-
get that I am all alone out here and that I snall watch all the time for letters from the
dear old home. UMother, I hope, is better, and if there is anything that I can do for her
just let me kmow, won't you? Or for you, Abbie, or Eme I like to be reckoned in es cne
of you and hope you will tell me all your troubles es well as joys. Take good care of
Mother, and give our love to C's folks when you see them. ,

I just happened to think, Abbie, that I didn't Pay you for Alice s shoes and rubbers
and I'll send it in my next. Your lunds was delicious and we ate it 411 but a few pieces
that got too dry. I had a dollar end ten cents left in my purse when I got rere; didn't
I figure it pretty close? My love to you al===-- -

Tacoma,
Septo 16 N 1896

My Dear Em; :
I want to write to you all this afternocn end I ought to mend stockings; whicn
shall I do? I guess I'll write to you.

I got your letter Saturday as I gave mine to the postman, and was delighted to near
from you; mine was a little aged, as I had to wait for Charlie to bring we soxe envelcpes.
I've looked all of this week for a letter from Abbie and I don't see why she doesn't write.
Its seems awfully queer and lonesome here without her ard I don't tanink I will ever got
used to it. I remexber when she was off alone in Thhaca I wrote her regulerly every week,
but I guess I'm not of much consequence anyway.

I've not had a minute to rest since I reached home, for I've done all my own work so
far with shat Charlie has helped me, and he has done all ne could. Can't find a girl any-
where. I've had kra. Thpmson here yesterday and today vashing and ironing and I get three
warm meals a day, 80 ycu can see I've not been idle. I've not been outside the docryard
since L got home and den't expect to unless I get some help.

Ruth is much better, and if you cculd see the way they eat you'd laugh I imow.
They eat anything and everything and don't act like tne same children they were in trie cast,
they are 8o much better natured.

The County Fair is running this week, right sithin sight of us, but none of us nave
been yet. ile are waiting for Crarlie, wno is finishing up sowe work the parties are in a
hurry for; I guess we'll get to go tomorrow.™~ Ask C.5 if he doesn't wisn now he had coze
with me and could go th the fair! I was stirring a cake yesterday and Fhilip wanted to
know if I was Mmaking a cake for Grandma™; he talks about you all and the "tin" babies and
doesn't seem Lo forget any of you.

How is wotrer? 1I'm glad she atood the excitement of my coming away so well; I hope
she'll take tnings easy now end rest up for the strain of cold weather. I would give lois
to see her today and wish I could. I send you all a great deal of love----

Tacomra,
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Tacora,
Sept. 28, '96

My Dear Em; .
I've just got your letter of Tuesday and I guess I'll sit right down and write en
answer for I don't tnink I wrote et all last week I was so busy. I have no girl yet, but ex-
pect one tonight, end I am glad, for I don't think I was ever so tired in oy life. I'd like to
do it all myself, for times are so hard, but I'm afraid I'd get sick if I dia and tne Dr. 's
bills would come to more than a- girl 8 wages.

I've done everytning so far expept washing and ironing and kept up zy mending and ranaged
to keep the cnildren tolerably clean, but its a dog's life to live and takes me all ry time to
do it emcept for an hour or so in tie afternoon. This moming I've cleaned up tne girl s rooz
and attic besides the rest of the work and Saturday I nearly killed myself, for I found"my mep
broken and I got down on and washed the kitchen floor on my hands and knees. Bet you I won't
do it again!

I am so sorry Nellie is sick and wish I was there tc do something for her. Give her my
love and tell her the visits and rides I had witn hner wnile I was there are soxe of the pleas-
antest things I have to remember. Do you know, Em, your letter has given me a “hozesicky“
kind of'feeling and makes me wish I was there with you all again. I had such a gocd time witn

ou all.
Y The children talk about all of you and say quite often they'd like to see you. I was
going to send Yames to school, but found he has got to be vaccinated first. Charlie, Alice
and I attended to wedding last week and I'll send you an account of it. It was very pretty
indeed. Alice got scme cake t9 dream on and sne said she was going to save it until next sumrcer
for Abbie and then if she didn t come sne was going to eat it up. I will also enclose the pic-
ture of the stove that Abble wanted.

Ask Mother if she will send me the rule for her molasses cookies; I'd sive a good deal to
sample them tnis minute., You are mistaken, Em, in thinking you have not as warm a place in
my affections as Abbie. You were intimately conrected with my early life, and Abbie with my
past few years and I could not tell wnich I think tre most of. You have totn done more for me
than I can ever repay you for and I may have seemed ungrateful, especially so to Abbie, but
I never was. I always felt she was doing more for me that I could ever repay her for and it
always worried re.

I'm not of much account anyway, I don't think, but Cy is awfully glad to have us home
again even if I am not. Tell Mother I wish she coculd see my rose bushes and a bunca of rcses
I picked Sat.; I ijust long to snow them to ner. I wish, Em, I had your nice pen to write tuis
with, for tnis ds a miserable thing.

fie have had ragnificent weather ever since I came home, but today it begins to look like
some rain. Tell Nellie C. sgys he will have that coin sne gave me wade up into scze kind of
a pin if he can. I'd zive lots if Nellie could come in and roam around my pantry as she does
yours. But she wuldn't find as much to eat there, wnile I'm doing the cooking. Tell Charlie
that Philip said the other day, "#hen Uncle Charlie comes with old Fan I'm going ‘o tske a
ride." He grows cute all the time.

#ell, dts about time to start my dinner, so I'll have to stop. Dic Abbie orcer Pailip's
photos, and are they finished yet? I will write ofterner when I get a girl I guess. You are
awful good, Emx, to write me so often, and I 71ill write just as often as I can. Tell C's folie
I'11 write soon and send ianda the pictures that she wanted. Again, witn love----

Oct- 1, 1896

My Dear Mother;
I can't set zysslf at arytaing in the way of work this afterncon, so I'

to write to you, for I've had an awful lenging for you all day. GHow are you anyway? Il
got over tanat cougn all right? I've got rheuwatism in my handa and wrists so I can ac
use them, and I don't know what I .aoul4 do if I nadn't a girl. I've mznazed to ke=ep pre
busy so far, since she came, but I've been a great deal lonesomer than I was when I xas &
my own worke I'll keep her a month until I get the house clean again, and then I guess I’
try doing it alons again,.

You can't izagine how I misa you and how I want to see you. I went over today and
looked in the window of that vacant cotiass and wondered how it would seem tc rave you all
livinz there.” Ly! w=ouldn't it be nice?

[EPE.
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de had a rainy day yesterday, and heve hed rain for a half day before since I care,
but aside from that the weather has been fine. Today it is just magnificent and tne children
have been out all day without anything around them, the rain has cleared tne smoke away and
the bay looks fine. Q@ picked a big bunch of Marchaneil roses this morning that are exquisite.
I wish I could give them to you.

Charlie was electsd a delegate to the 3tats Convention from this precinct and is attend-
ing it today, so I don't expet him home to dinner. Everything is politics here now and bus-
iness is at a standstill. Mr. Huston is trying to get the nomination for Judge and I hope he
will and get elscted, too, he is such a good friend of Cnarlie's.

Have you heard anything from Fred's folks? I am e anxious to hear how Nellie is; I
hope she'll be careful and get w@well soon, for I hate 4o think of her being sick. The cnildren
are looking finely. Alice has been having a time, for a couple of days, with an ulcerated
tooth; she gets pretty nervous. I've got to get down tomm soon and lay in another stock of
shoes, for they are all nearly barefooted again. My} but they make the zoney fly!

I'm glad Em got the new dress, for I didn't see how she could along wuch longer without
one; that organdy would have been so cool about January! Oh dear! I wish I could see you
all tonight! I miss Chub so much; ask him if he misses me any. How is hirs. King? I felt
badly not seeing them again, but I don't enjoy saying goodbye much.

Mr. Hall was up night before last to tell us of his mother's death. It was sudden to -
him and quite a shock, for he got the letter telling of her illness and thne telegram annowunc-
ing her death at the same time.

Can't you send me a jar of those tomato pickles? I think we'd know what to do with
them; I haven't put up a thing yet, for I haven't had time.

It is evening now, and I have gotten the children to bed and will try and finish this.

I wish Em would maeke apologies to those whose calls I did not return; I hate to have them
think I wasimpolite. James wanted to know yesterday %"why all tre grandmas had to live way
back east.® They all talk about their visit and it was amusing to hear them rell Charlie about
it. I think from Pnilip's looks that he must weigh several pounds more than when he was east.
Well, mother, I think I'll have to clase for tonight, for I don't feel a bit good. I
often wonder if you are all thinking of me as much as I am of you. I send all lots of love---

Tacoma,

Oct. 29; 196

My Dear Em;

I rec'd your letter of the 22nd today and arx awfully sorry to hear you are sick.
I wish I was there to do something for you, but as it is I can only send you lots of love and
sympathy, and hope you'll be all right long before this reaches you. Don't you think it
would have been cheaper in the long run to hire tnat washing done?

I remember that I wrote in my letter to Abbie that I would write you the next Sun-
day, but I was out of writing paper and have nelgected ever since to get any. Tonight I've
skirmished around and found this among the caildren's traps and you can judge by that how
badly I want to write to you. I've been trying to get a little cleaning done, too. Last
night I got some pork chops for dinner and ate quite heartily of them and consequently I've
had a sick headache all day, but Fanny and I cleaned the kitchen Pantry this forenoon and
yesterday I took up the carpet in the bathroom ((imagine! a carpet in the bat hroom!)) and
cleaned that, so I feel that we have made a beginning. This afternoon I've lain on the couch
wost of the time, with the children climbing over me, for it has been stormy and tney have had
to be in the house. I'm feeling better tonight and will be all right again tomorrow.

Yesterday lirs. Fentecost and ! went down to Mrs. Shafer s auction of hand painted china
but we did not stsy long enough to buy anything. Tell Abbie fhe Shafer s are going back to
Syracuse, I think, to live and she may run across th em.

Yes, Em, I think this girl is very safe ti leave Philip or any of the children with, for
she likes them and is good to them and %ill do anything for them. I don't leave them for
long at a time., She worked for Mrs. Garvin before } got her and Mrs. G. told me how trusty
- 8he was. The children play out of doors most of thé time and are as happy az the day is
long. They grow so fast you can almost see taem, and Philip especially sesms to grow so fast.
Every night he says his little prayer and when he comes to the list of who he wants God to
bless he puts in *Maud® of his own accord.

They were all very mwuch concered today wnen I read them your letter about being sick.
They get Abbie s letter every little while to make me read it over to tuem. James is very
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much worried as to how Santa Claus is going tc get to Abble and him on the same night; he thinks
or one night. L
fo e gogdsi:niozfjg ga; 8now bgck there; we have had the loveliest fall I gbout ever sam. Just
think, only two and a half days of rain since f got home, and the cnildren have played out
n just their hats on. ’

sve gaiizgtﬁoa'd write me more about the twins and Nell%s end Fred's folks. I spall write
then jusﬁ as soon as L ppssibly can. I tanought of »Nellie's birthdgy and wishe§ I n?d someﬁping
to send her. Tell Abbie I went to see Bertha last week and found ner on Fife St., just ofi
from Prospect in Glendale. She has been very miserable ever since her baby came and is just
getting 8o she can walk around some. 3She has a great big nice lookinz baby, and just as sweet
and clean as it could be. ohe showed me all tre clothes she had made end I was surprised,
they were so tasty and made so nice, with hemstitching and lace edges just as Abbie made mine.
Then she has a new brussels carpet on her parlor and a new sideboard and altoget her looked
. very comfortable indeed. ) '

If election goes all right we are going to send Alice and Ruth down to Kies Dewey '8
kindergarten. Lliss Wolbert les moved hers way over by the high school, and James is going to
public school. Won't I be lonesome though? Pnilip end I went down the other day and had his
hair cut again and he looks real nice. :

Charlie has just one more pair of those pictures of James and Alice and I will send one
of them to you and one to Abbie. I don't want to order more of them for we are going to have
some others I think you will like better. They are down to the office and I will send them
when I can think to bring them home.

I wish I could get my arms around you all tonight, and I wish I'd shown you all more

of the love I feel for you when I was there. But it isn't myway, end so I have it to regret.
I want to see Motner so much, and Chub and all fo you, end tne children and I have lots of
good times talking about you all. I told James they had anow back east and he said, ¥Goodness,
I wish I'd staud there!®

Well, Em old girl, my head is cracking like all posseassed, so I guess I'1]1 nave to close.
#rite as often as you can and don't wait for me, for you know I mave a family of little ones
to look after. I send you all lots of love--~--

Nov. "‘, 1896
My Dear Mother;

I've just finidhed letters to Fred, Aunt Sue and Uncle Gene and now I am going
to begin one to you, but I don't know whether I cen finish it orn not, for I am getting so
sleepy. Em wrote that she was quite sick, and then I have heard nothing more from any of you.
I hope she is all right again, but I can't help but worry for I know how little care she takes
of herself---you just make her be carefull

I've just got the children in bed; they all have colds started, but I've been docter-
ing them up and hope they'll come out all right in the morning. Ruth had a letter the other
day from Em Brown and Alice had one the next day from Amenda. James felt preity blue and said,
*None of them liked me back there, but I dondt care, for Abbie will write to me.® I felt sorry
for him.

Em wrote that you had had some cleaning done and I suppose you have cleared away every
trace that we left benind us this summer. I would like to walk in there tonight and see
what you are all up to; I am homesick for a sight of you, kother.

Charlie has been electioneering all week amd is tired out tonight and half sick over the
way election went here, for the county went populist. W¥e don't know yet whetner it will make
any differnece with our bread and butter or not, but it is quite safe to suppose it will, so
we are going to prepare for it. I snall let the girl go tue last of the week and "go it
alone® again. 3he ian't very good, so I az net sorry to part with her.

James and Alice lave gotten so they can dress and urdress themselves, and help a great deal
in other ways, so I tnink we'll get along finely. Tell Abbis that I worked all day yesterday
fixing up the old couch and she would hardly know it. I turned the cover and made two large
Pillows of the back and it looked about as good as newe. Tell her, too, that wmy scissors have
come back; Mrs. Jamieson found them in Lydia's doll buggy after we went east.

Mrs. Pearsall, of Oxford, called on me last week and it seemed good to see someone trat
- knows you all. Mrd. Scudder also called yesterday; he looks just like Frank lungor to ue.
Oh by the way, my neighbor, Mrs. Jackson, has a siste living in Helena that was a neighbor
of Jennie Féarsall and knew lrs. Lewis well.

7.
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I am feeling first rate, and am getting fat, I guess, for I can't wear tnat brown dress
Abbit made for me it is so tight for me now. I haven't, K bought a new thing, ezcepting snoes
and stockings for the children since I came home, and I m not going to this winter if I can
help it. -

(Thuraday eve)—-I got 80 sleepy last night that I couldn ‘t finisnh this, so I'll try a-
gain tonight. I've been kind of "off the hooks" all day because I didn't sleep well last
.night. Pnilip came very near having the croup and was restless and kicked all night. He
seems better tonight and is sleeping nicely; last night I was quite frightened about him.

This has been a lovely day anc James, Alice and Ruth have been out all day long;
Ruth doesn't take naps now, or Alice either, so they sleep like tops all night. There was
frost on the walks this worning and Jawes got up and dressed himself and was out sliding be-
fore any of us were up. Mr. Ramage left his big sled for him, but we haven't got it home yet.
I expect he will have lots of fun when it comes. Alice ie trying to do some embrOJdering to
send Abbie for Xmas, and she says every little waile "I guess Abbie won't tnink I'm foryetting
her when she gets this."™ They talk about Abbie a great deal and in their prayers Bay, "God,
bring Abbie home safe® every night. Does Abbie have work all tne while?
I matched for tne postman very snxiously today to see if I did not get some news of how

Em was; I am very anxious about ner and hope I'll hear soon. Did Nellie get all right again?
Tell Chub I wish he would send some more pictures, I would enjoy them so. I can't write any.
more now, but send you all lots of love----- '

Nov. 16, 1896

My Dear 3ister;

Your letter was rec'd in due season, also a nice one from hotner and today a
good long one from Em. I've written both of them since I nave you, so I'll give you the bene-
fit of wy sleepy, confused brain tonight.

I've been “off the hooks" focr a week now with rheumatism in my shoulders ahd arus, and it
is a week tcdey since I've been out, although I am feeling better now. One night C, rubbed
my shoulders for me, they pained me so, and he rubbed as carefully as he could, but it hurt
me s0 I "kied%, as Alice used to say.

We've had a week of steady, hard rain with the wind blowing a gale, until yesterday when
it tuened to snow and today the ground has been covered a couple of inches deep. James has
been in his element, you may believe, end he was so delighted when it began to snow that he
couldn't keep from laughing. He wanted me to sit right down and weite to Abbie that we had
snow here, too.

I worried lots about Em, and was glad to hear she was better. 3She wrote me hcw good
you and Mother were to her, and I can't be thankful enough for their sskes, that you were
there witnh then.

I had a great fright today, for Alice fell over the bannisters in the upper hall and
went way down, striking the middle of her forhead on the corner of the hatrack, snd cutting
quite a deep hole in it. It bled fearfully and I was afraid it had nearly killed her, but
she was up and around in a little while apparently all right. I don't think it will make a
scar on her forhead ((did it?)) and if it does it is way up in her hair where it won't show
much.

(Wednesday eve) I'd written so far the other night when C. took it into his head that
he and I must go over on South L St. and get that sled for James, so away we went and this
letter didn't get finished. But we got the sled and James has been happy ever since.

Yesterday I went down town twice getting shoes and rubbers for the three oldest, and
helping Alice celebrate her birthday. I bought her a doll and little flatiron and stand
with what Amanda and Lizzie sent, and C. bought ner another doll and some candy. Ouwbra
is working over in Victoria and she sent her a pair of kid gloves, and liss Fletcher wrote
her the usual letter with a birthday card, so she thought.she had a fine birthday. Today
they and I were all invited to Grace's to celebrate Helen s birthday. I didn't take Pnilip
a8 1t was cold and slushy. Grace had a lovely lunch and she wished two or three times, ard
8o 'did all of us, that you were there with us, for I know you would have enjoyed it all.

The mails from the east are all two or three days late on account of the floods in
eastern Washington, so I don't know when you'll get this.

You can't imagine how funny Philip is now; he sings "Yankee Doodle"™; “There was an Old
Nigger", and "We got to Church in the Early Morm® as loud as he can yell; its awfully cute
to watch him.
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I,m glad, Abbie, that you have the new things and that you have all you can do. I
know your purse used to get Pretty thin out here and I wish we could have done bstter by you.
I cen't help but be glad on your account that you are back there now, for I tnink this is going
to be the poorest winter, for us, we've ever seen, and wnile we can stand it, I wouldn't wmant
to have you. de don't know yet what we aregoing to do, things asre so unsettled nere, but we
expect to give up this place and you may hear of us back at 712. I would go anywslere to re-
lieve C. of his present anxiety, altihough he takes things very philosophically.

When he read your last letter he said he guessed Abbie had forgotten I was a married
woman. I asked him what he meant and he said you never mention my husband in your letters.
Mr. Scudder has called on me, but I have not met lrs. S. yet. I didn't take to him very
much; he said he'd need a much larger salary here than in the east for his cnildren ate so
much more!

I wonder if C%3 got my letter, I've never heard anything from it. I'd give lots to see
the twins and Nellie, and all the rest of you for that matter. I had such a good time there
with you all! I'd like to see your new clothes and wish you'd have a picture made for me.
The childre talk about you every day and what they'll do %when Abbie comes home." C. told
James the othsr night he guessed we'd all go back east to live and he said if we did he was
going to Grandma's every night and sleep with Abbie. They play togetner fine now and have
such 'good times. I expect befcre you get tnis you'll get James' and Alice's letters and I
hope you'll find tize to answer them, they are counting so much on tnat.

I've got my two pillows fixedyou gave me and they are lovely, admired by everyone. I
must stop now, as I am so sleepy I can't see to write. I send lots of love to you ali--—

November 24, 1896

My Dear Em;

Ever since I rec'd your last letter I've been thinking of you, more than ever, and
I vould have answered sooner only the wails have been delayed and I knew you would not get it.
Yesterday a five days eastern mail came through and in it were the children's letters from
Abbie with Alice's birthday money. : -

Tell her they were perfectly delighted with them, and if she could hear all that Alice
has planned to buy with the money she 'd be amused. Jeames seems to think if trhey invested it
in a fire engine it would be a pretty-good thing.

Lest week we ad a lonz storm that terminated in a snowstorm on Seturday; how it dié
snow all day long! It fell sbout a foot deep amd hicnday it cleared off cold with a wind
~ blowing a gale from the north. I am sitting now where I can see the Bay and the water is

covered with white caps that are beautiful to look at but most too cold for yours truly.

C. and I were going down to Yr. Scudder s last evening to call and see about Abbie's
letter, but the wind was 8o cutting and it was my ®poor day®, so we postponed it for a week
as Mondat night is their Mat home" night.

I suppose you will have a good time Thanksgiving; we are to have a turkey dinner, but
no company that we know of yet. I am sorry, Em, that you feel so blue end out of sorts,
and if I can get down town today I am going to send you uy prescription for a nerve tonic
and I want you to get it and see if you don't feel btetter after taking it, and above all
things, put on glannels and a thick dress. I can't see what you are thinking of, for you
must see that a sick spell like the last you had comes to more then flennels, to say nothing
about your comfort and the pain you'll have to suffer without them. So if you don't do as
I want you to, eand tell me that you have in your next letter, I'll do something dreedful,
maybe I won't write to you again in a year! Eow'd you like that? I hope and pray, Em,
that you'll live a good many years yet and I see no reason why you shouldn't if you take
care of yourself, ~

#hy just the other day here I had the blues and could have sworn I had consumption,
cancer in the breast end lots of other things, but. sometning else happened and now I'm all
right again. So cheer up, old girl, and make the most of what you have and of those you
have with you; "laugh and the world laughs with you®, you know!

Tell Abbie that I have moved the children's bed in wy room end Ruth end Alice sleep in
it, and I sleep with the two boye in wy bed. Then I've put C's bed in the litile room off
his, moved the stove intc his room, put up some madras curtains, and took the ones thal were
at the window for the door between tre two rooms, and I have a very cosy little sewing room.
I've shut up the front room until warmer weather.

oA
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Sunday Zive,
Nove. 29, 1366
My Dear Sieter;
The children received your letters last londay vith the money encloss
for Alice's birthday and I thenk you for her. You should hive scen their eyes :nen trey
opensd the letterss I went down town with thex Tuesday zftsrnoon and Alice picked out =2
very pretty set of doll dishes for 9%Z and vasgoing o ssenu he aicikel for cendy but lost
it. &She is keeoin~ the dishes very nice so fer and they =ll heve great tea drinkinss uith
tiem end the doll Amende suve her znd the one C rave ner, and the cat. I often vish you
were here to sse them; she nermed one doll "Nellie" and the other "Sadie®. James wes wom—
derfully pleased witn his lziter and he cot cns the nsxt day from Am,naa €0 e berins to
think they reelly do like him "back eest.®

I am awfully tired tonirhnt end I hope you won't expect much of 2 leiter. The girl
went down to Old Town Trerksgiving night a2nd didn't show up the next worninz. In the after-
noon another girl came and said Fanny was sick down there at her house. 3efore I roi iy
breakfast dishes done tnat worning Grzce and Ray came to spvend the day ana steyed to lunci.
I hed encugh left fronm the doy before so we wanaped to get enousk to eat. I am still pegi-
ing avay a2t my own housevork and we are Imvinz the coldezt weatier sver here, and to "clag
the climex" we've hed no vwater in the house for .o Gays. 'You will understand izt thet
means here for you will rememoer the fow dszys we had of it lest vinter. It =as ten olclosk
this morming before I goi breskfast on the table and I :as up and dressed at seven. Ly hands
are so chavped and sore I can hardly hold e pen, but aside from that =e 2re all well and
feeling good.

we only had our ovn fanily at dinner on Tqanksg1v1ﬂv, but we mmd e nice turkey and
everything else that ve nesded to maske & zood dinner. I tnought of you &ll and of tis dey
last year when you and I, Abbie, watched =o anxiously for news from liother end of +ihe izla-
gren yocu sent. I think we all had cause for thankfulness ihis year beczuse we still had
her with us.

I ves so surprised to hear of Aunt Franc's death. I thought when I wes home tizi sie
++...(there is a page missing here.)

«e.and ke since I've been without help he doss everytning he can to hslp ce.

Alice is 2dout the same as ever but grous tell verv fast. The sleeves to ihose
guimpes you =zce her lest are vay up tc her elbows; it seems as if she is scwttine to be ell
legs and erms. Philip is too cute for anything =nd tie sweetest little fellow you ever
saw. Fanny said he was the best badby she ever saw. Do the truins wezr vants yet? Pailip
has had't es on several weeks end ve hardly ever neve a diaper in the wash nov. Just inink
of that! )

I ez too tired out to writer rore but I did want to thank vou soon for Als precen
so I'll send tiis along. I enclose two pictures for yous tell Em I am having soxzs zore
made znd will send her soze soon. Kiss lother and £m enc all of thez for me z=c I'1l write
wrenever I can find time. .
wie all send lots of love,
Your lovinz eister,
lda
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I gon't know wnether »& are zoing to keer the place yet or not; things lock pretiy blue
here for us. Charlis sita here evenings and telle wznat pizce ne is. eoin to buy in Oxferd
if we go tack there. ae 've atout made up our mirds that CDre. Greene's is tne place for us,
80 if you see any of them gsoon you wight tell trem they tetter be moving out. Do you think
you could stand it to have us so near? It seems to me it would be heaven to live where wy
dear mother cculd come in often and see me.

Ruth asked me yesterday if she couldn't sleep somewrere's else the next time she went to
Aunt Emma's because she “fell off that cot bed so often.™ There are 2C0 cases of meesles in
the city, but I do hope we'll escape.

I can't write any more this woming, Em, for it is time to put Pnilip to sleep, and I
want to go down town this afternoon if I can. Thark Abbie for the money and tell her I'll
write just es soon as I can. Kiss Mother for me, and keep lots of love for ycurselfe----

Tacoma,
Dec. 11, 1896

My Dear Em; ‘
It is half past eight and I am just through with my dinner work, and I'm dead
tired for I've been on the go since six this wmorning, but I feel as if I ought to write you

a few lines to let you know 1 got your letters and they are very welcome, and every time one
comes I feel as if I couldn't wait a xzinute to see you.

It 1s two weeks tonight since Fanny went away and I've been doing the work, and I must
tell you how I ve occupied myself this week. I've had a woman here two days washing and iron-
ing, and as I did not have any dore last week shne did not get all the ironing done and tcday
I've finished it and had the clothes bars full. Besides that and the ordinary housework I've
made a two gallon jar of mincemeat myself, chopped and prepared everything. Don't you think
I've done well? It is pretty good mincemeat, and I wish, Em, you could try it.

C. has gone out this evening for the first time since Panny went, and its kind of lone-
some here all alone, for tne cnildren have been asleep for a long time. They do talk about
you a great deal, Em, and Jaxzes said the other day that Aunt Em was the only one that ever
thought he wanted to go to a ball game, for she took him last summer. Ruth often speaks
of the time she staid with you when we went to Bing.

Philip is a great tig boy nowx and is as Dplump as can be, and he is sweet and good and
not a bit of trouble. I have to sing about going to see you all on the steac car every tixe
I put him to sleep. He calls himself "Abbie's Nippikins® all the tize, and if he gets mad
at me he says, "I'm Abbie's Nippikins all alone!®

No, Em, I'm not on any "road to Boston®, so you won't have to worry about me. I anm
not even as fat as I was.

He are expecting to mve a pretty lonesome Xmas and New Year's, for there won't be anyone
to come and see us. I don't want you or anyone else to send any-Xmas presents to me, for I
can't believe I will bef able to send you anything much. But I shall think of you all with
a heart full of love and wish I had a biz fat pocketbook. I know you'll all realize I wculd
like to send if I could. I srall fix a little tree for the cnildren and I wish all of tlreir
cousins could be here to help tnem enjoy it.

Tell Mother I jueta'hone' for her, as the darkies say, I want to sez her so very much.

I think Abbic wade you a lovely birtnday present, =zm, .nd if your other sisier hed dcne as
well you would have nad quite a virtrday, vwoculdn L you’

drite often, for your letters do ze lots of good. .itnh beat love----

Dec. 1%, 1€96
kiy Dear ilother;

-~

I have an hcur to spare before it is time to get dinner, and i'n zoing to
spend it in writing to you. Kow are you feeling now? I want to see you so zuch I doa't
know wrat to do. I am still doing =y cwn work except the washing end ironing, and get elong
pretty well with it I think. I get up et ralf past 5ix in tne mominyg and start t.e fire in
ry little airtlgnt stove and .q*le I'm dreasing tie cuildren C. goes down and builes tre
fires end has everytning ready to set breakfast in a rurry.

Soze nights when Idm doing the dinner work he takes tue childéren end puts trem to bed
for me, and he can dc it as well as anyone too. All tlress tnings nelp so muza, ycu «now,
that it is..'t very herd to do the work. Tcdey I've made three mince pies and a rice pudding

%
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for the children, besides all the rest of the work, and you see by this I even have scme time
to spare. The wmorst thing about it is that I can't get out enywhere, but I don't mind trat as
long as the weather is so bad.

James and Alice were mucr Dleased with the letters they had from Abbie the other day and
Alice said, "if it didn't hurt so bad she 'd g0 right and fall again if it would meke Abbie
come." Tell her the parents would like to have her come as vwell as the cnildren.

They are all cut in the kitchen now trimming up Xmas trees, and have beern at work at
them all day as busy and as happy as mice. I've nad two of my Xwss DPresents all ready; one
night Charlie brought we one of those "Enterprise® meat chopping machines and the other day .
I went down and picked me out a lovely new JaDeanese rug for the dining room. Tell Abbie she d
hardly know the room its so dressed up. If you will come out we will make our own sausage ~
in the new machine and lots of other good things. C. keeps me making "hamburger® steak all
the time; it is a fine machine and saves a lot of hard work.

Mrs. Jackson, a neignbor, wants me to go with her to hear ®™Nordica® sing in tne lhiessiah
Janua.r'y 4th, but I haven't decided yet, for the lowest priced seat in the house is $1.50,

She esays she and her husband can't both afford to go and that's about the way it is here.

I wish, Mother, that you would ask Uncle Jim again what town in Comnecticut that his
grandfather went from to join the Revolutionary irmy. Mrs. darvey, a neignbor, has kindly
offered to help me get proofs so I can join the Chapter here. If I succeed I will send them
to Em and Abbie so they can use thew, too, if they want to. It will cost about §3 she tells
me, to get the proofs, but I thirnk the "glery end honor® (ahem!) will cover all trat.

How I8d like to step in on you all tonight. I know, Motiner, that you would be sitting
there by the table reading, and I cen see you as plaintly as if 1 xas there. Can't you get
Chub to take a picture of you now that you are getting fat end send tc me? 1I'p soglad Em
has gotten some under flannels; tell her if they should hapgen to shrink any they would be
just right for the twins next year.

The "fat one" is coming to work for me tcmorrow and I dread it. I hate washing anyway
and think sometimes I 'll never nave any more done. The caildren having &1l been up in the
big chairs "taking a drive® this afternoon. Janes was C&5 and another rocking chair was old
Fan. They remegber things ebout tneir trip and visit that I had forgotten.

#ell, I'1l have to close now, mother. Write if you can and tell me all about yourself
and all the deaf ones. I send lots of love-----

January 4, 1897-
Dear bdother;

I have just gotten the babies to bed, and as I do not feel like sewing, I em going
to write and answer your letter that csme tnis morning. I can't tell you how glad I was to
get it, for I love dearly to hear from you directly.

I am more than sorry to hear you suffer with rheumatism and I cen gymwpathize with you,
for I awm troubled with it quite a good deal. For the past two weeks my right mand and arm
have troutled me so much that I kave felt worried. It begins by my fingers getting numb and
then it will streak wey up my mrm and pain me so it makes me holler. I've had to wake C.
up in the night to rub it for me; two of uy fingers keep pretty numb most of the time and I
don'§ know what to make of it.

" I had a new girl come Seturday a.w. and I guess it was a good thing, as I was about as
nearly played out as 2 could be. Mrs. Squires and Sara came Saturday snd steid until Junday
afterncon and I had such a nice visit with trhem. They seem the most like my own folks of any
one out here now..

He had three big new pictures ccme tonight; one of you, Mother, and one of C's father and
mother. You know I have one of father. They are all fine and we are very proud of them.

The three cost us $25, but we think we will get e great deal more than that in com=fort out

of them. -

I ax glad you had such a nice Xmas; I wrote gbout ours in my letter to Em, so will not
repeat. Charlie is so anxious to hear from CiS in regard to the cosl business that he went
way down to the postoffice yesterday to see if there vere asy letters. Abbie wrote me that
she had written to Fred to come up and live with you this winter, but I judge from your letter
that they did not come. W®hat reply did they make? If I was Fred and couldn't find anything
to do in Bing. I'd go scmewhere else. I think if he would write to Charlie Brown at wWaverly
that he could get him a job in the car shops and that wouldn't be very far from Candor and
they might make some very good arrangement. I wisn some of ycu would write to nhim aboubt it.

Em must look very fly in her new eye-glasses. bieasles have gotten on our street now,
o
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ter; It is 9 o'clock =nd I've just finiched ry
you = feu lines in enswer to your letter of Sunday lasi
27 ¢ix this morning and got mr vori done, aftszr 2 feshion, so ta:=

ce end vent cown tovn to do some ruch neesded shoprirge wrs. Thox
o I left muth end Philip vith her.

I got Blice & lovely red jecket at ths Peovole's store marksd dovn frez 38 to 3%. It is
just the right shade of red to be vecozing to her and everyone thet saw her said Yhou suset
ete. She weers thet red hat with it tiast you gave her 1o trevel in and sne lcoks very flye
Ruth lsft her hat out in the rzin and it shrunk so I can't cet it on her hezd so I bouznt nzr
a navy blus one like those Fomes used to uear <o rzuch, 2nd some ehoes and rubders. Prilip
nad some rusbers, too, and Jemss had his rir cut and a new nat. I was zoing to get niz 2
new suit but didn't hove tize. He is -earing the coat and vesi to trat suit we zot in llor-
wich with some sezl brown curcuroy pants and it mekes e very goou every dey suit. CB hza
two new pairs of stockingzs and I had "soup."

Then I hurrisd home to get dinner cnu found your letter eweiting me, 2nd I assure you
it wes just =h:t I needed to rest uel 2z glad you are not zoinr to ssnd us ery presents es
I cen't any of you this tims. I had zo zuch retizr you geve all you hzve to ziv: to Fred.
iy heart just echnes for him end I cdo hope ther'11 accept your orffer to coms to Cxford for
the winter, where you can all look after thez and help them. .zybe Fred would finu sozetining
to do there in 2 short time. I told C toxight how CWS was situatea in the cozl tusiness
proposition ani he said, "You just tell hix to take it =ana I'11 be with hiz in the wzoney
proposition." But of course if he msens arything of the kind he will comzuunicate with hiz

.

rimself and I don't want to raiss any felss hopes, so keep "mum.”

We don't knov what we will do yet. we don't think it adviseble to keep thie place
vhen such places as Cushmen's on Forth 4th and Yskime, with three lots, c2n be bougnt now
for 3000, a thousand less than thie and dovn in the city, too. liiss iolbert has moved her
kindergarten in £0e .+ (micsing.)

Is Em seving zny now? How is she? Tell her to write of'tener and be surs and vwrite
soon end tell me if Fred's (her brother) folks coze.
Tell lLothsr for me thet I'd like = piece of that neesu cheese and I'11 swep sou2 of Ty
pince meet for it. C says my mince pies are fine. I'm glad you had a littls cempany a
hope you vill often. Lrs. Squires wroite me this weck to see if I had any plain sevinz zhe
coulé do for me anc I wrote her to couns and stay a week with me, for the children's nicht-
dresses are &1l gone up 2nd the mendins is all I can do vith the houseviork. I shz11 expect
her riznt after ¥mes. I ehell enjoy havine her here for coupery if for noctrninz slse. wculd
you put Philip in psnts next summer if you wers me? all ihe boys of his ags vear thexz here
and they look very sweet with the leatler legzings.

4]
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I cen't find my rose pillow patitern anyvhere, but shall look =2
Grace hzs one I thizk I cen gt for you. I'm too tired to write more
close with a Milerry Xmes" and lots or love to all,

Te
=
]

gain in tne mornin
s so I will have &

Ida






Feb. 9, 18¢7

Ny Dear Sister & Ail;

I'c goiny to try snd write vou ~ue sort of an answer to the two niecs
letters I've Iicd from you recently, but =y thumb e two big cuis (chaps) on it and thzat
with two numb fingers ma'iss writing very avkverd work.

You are right in thinking I voculd be r and I've monaged ever since
she has not bsen feeling well to be houme in e postman coms =t Four of

ciock t¢ :.ee if there ves ary wail and I g £ ther
his not hed eny wore of those hsmorrhazes cng thut sk riznt egeine  Give her & cood
tugging for ue and tell her I fust =ca: <o pretiy vell. FRuth hed e
little sick epell last ni-It but is ¢11 rish o1l rnet richit vwell but I think
he worries & good dezl all to himself about cial outlook here, although he doesn't
say much, .

Mary czme beck 2 week azo today end I wes so fapred out that I've not had much ambition
. . . . o ! .
einceé. e ere having & little swmell pox scars here now. Lest cvening's paper szid there were

Tive czses. One case is a2 man who lives in that house beck of Miss Heed's vhere they had the
murder, rewazber? I don't feel frightened yet, but shell if it spreads much.

we are raving lots of rain but it is warm and thet :hite rock you and I brought from lirs.
Pentecost's to set out by the front walk is all in blossom.

Prilip talks ebout you lots and ebout Em and Mother too. aiw sure he son't Icrget you.
e is growing into a great big boy and wears a #6 shoe. Trey ot the pictures you sent and
enjoyed them hugely. James and Alice epent 2ll of Sunday afternoon writing to you end I sent
the letters yesterday. Jemes feels big to think he can write his ncrwe so well. His teacher
says he just devours learning.....
(page missing

«+.this morning end I know it must be mezsles. ie've sent for Hicks and I'll wait before
I seal this and sse vwhet he says. They mve it very lignt here end I'm in nocpes 1= .on'i
ve very sicke I hope they 21l have it torether for they quarantine three weeks and it would
mke a pretty long stretch if they were ell sick sscparatly.

3-2

Frank Crosby's wife expects to be sick in March, so iirs. Sturp told me down toun.
Dr. Hicks hes just been here and says Llice as meales all right enough, but thet this is
on¢ of hsr vorst days and she will hive them light. I em so sorry to have to take James out
of school he is doing so nicely.

I meant to write you a nice letter but here it is nearly time for the postman and I'll
reve to hurry. I've had to jump up every few minutes and it rakss tris letter sound rether
choppy, but you'll.understend how that is.

Do write what the Docter seys about Mother and I ehell weni to hear often, particularly
now that I'em shut up. 1I'11l write vhenever I can but don't vorry £f thet isn't very often.
Give Zm my love and tell her I'1l write her next.

Your aff. sister,

Ide

[ 4N



These are excerpts...parts miesing:

Yesterdey I had lrs. Squirss, Ruth 2nd Sera %o dinner, and Iirs. Griffin andé Bee czme to
cell, and George end three of ths children to snend the evening, so vie nad a busy sunday
and consequently have been lazy todey. I ran over to iirs. Jackson's today anc irs. Suigert
came and we had a very pleasant visit together. The children heve all haé colds the pest
week and Ruth fell in a big puddle Saturcey znd wes drenched. She cried 21l trat night with
ear-ache. I guess that's all the excitement we've ked lately.

I keep hooing you and Em will coce to see me, and I hope you'll stick by each other
through thick ena thin. Remember I love you both and vculd give more to sese you two dear
sisters tonight thar any one outside zy oun home. Nothing mekes me heppier than o ses kind
end affectionate words in your letters about ezch other. And npthing I know woula make Fetrner
ana L.other so havpy a8 to know we were trus to each other. Let s try and see each other's
virtues instead of their faults for we all have some I know. -

irite often, Abbie, for I em very lonely thie winter znd your letiers cheer me up lots.
I'w too lazy to write more tonight, so I'll close with lots of love.
Your sister, Ida

!...wetting his pants because he doesn't want to stop playing long enough to come in.
The other morning he went over to lirs. Mead!'s (he carries her our scraps for her chickens)
and he ceme back with his pants wet. I esked him sbout it and he swelled all up ana tola ze
a big story ebout taking a drink of uater over there and getting it in his nose and it ren
down under his clothes and wet his pants! I could hardly believe it becasuse he wes wet no-
vhere but in the seat of his pants.

We are afraid James' school is getting 100 much for him for he acts when he gets home
just &s he did back east, fretful 'and nervous. Alice doesn't sleep with Ruth only once in e
great vwhile.....

And now vhet's become of Em and vhy dossn't she write me? I think of you botn every
day and love you beth just for yourselves and not for what you've dons for me, Abbie, as you
seem to think. Its the dearest wish of my heart to have you both with me sometime when you'll
rot have to 1ift your hand to do 2 thing for me unless you want to.

Alice hes just come in with feur or five young'ums znd I don't believe I can hear ry-
self think to vrite more this time. I8d give arnything if you could sze tne children nou.
Phil is 2 grest boy; keeps us all laughing most of the time. I rust stop.

Your lovins sister, Ide.



~,
Tacoma, Feb. 26, 1897

Yy Dear Sister;
The children znd I wers cuite pleesed to get Jour letters from you last Tues-
day and I vented to answer at once but was so busy I could rot.

Jemes and Alice werepleying in the barn when the postmen came and I called them and told
them they'd got letters from you, and you should have seen them run. They opened them and be-
fore I could read them James discovercd that there were mor peges in Alice's thzn his, dut
ne felt bettsr vhen he found some of it wes for me. I vas so relieved to hear iother vas
better for I'd thoucght sbout her and drezmed sbout her until I could nardly stznd it. uary
geve out egain last ilondey end Tueeday started for her home across the Bay and I'm slone egein,
but it isn't wuch harder than to have a2 girl you nave to favor all the time. .

Mrs. Thompecn is here ironinz todasy end einging evay to herself out in the kitchsn us
if she hec everytring to be trhazkful fcr. "Cuira Bolena" zoss 4o school now so zhe dossnkt
come. Philip ceme down with mezsles Tueesday and hes hed them e little herder then the other
childret; night before last he vas quite sick and I was up itk him a good deel, but ne is

much beut non erd is reving e fine nep. You ask niem if he ie & good bey end he savs Miny

ct
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C. Ze reroriing the Bardsley cese and last nirht thought he could not get home at all,
so I went off to bed with the children ari he came on the last car and said I had forgotten
to shut a window in the kitchen and to lock the porch door. I was too sleepy I guess.

. It is & lovely wem day and 2ll the children except Philip heve been out all dey. C and
1 took Jaues and Alice to the Athletic Meet at the imosition la:tt llonday, snd now they run
focr races, 'restle and everything else. You'd 1e eugn to see them. Mrs. Jameson't brothsr

sent her money to go to Buffalo witn and she got ell packed and the house rented znd now Jame=
son keeps putting hcr off; locks mighty queer I think.

I guess Fenley 3ryan "ain't got no senss" Ifor I hear she is ssrval months aleng. I
elsc stronzly suszcect Gracs Lor ey 2oz 1o iz iz, &8ll dbrown patches stc. 3She to
sonda, that Jinnie Putnem vas sick and they'd got to mve a consulteiion of Drs. %0 see if
siae could 1ive and Gracs looksd pretty sca . I haven't heard yet ho. she came out.

W:ll, its evening now and I've just put the children to bed znd now I'll resums.
de had beaf goup low dinmer and it was vsy zood considering who mzde it. C didn't zet home
and I don't know whether I ve ot to stzy alone ell night or not until the last cor couss.

(..

3ertna Jillings (Pentecost) ené her nusband are home 2nd are keepiny th: houae for
drs. P. ~ho is in Indiana, celled there by the death of ner mother. Berthe mzkes a nice
neighbor and runs in often. I engoy havins her in the n=ignborhood ever so much. Th: vhist
club met with tisam Wednesday niszi, bdubt of courss I coaldals zo.  Tazy syy irs.  w2zd W just
gottzin 2 zoupla of uaoaaand out of 2ais aining business; iirs. M. runs the offizz Por him shsn
hs ig awy.

drs. Ramage wes asre Saturday chsa Iocas dovn toma snd s, 5%u2) inl L. Jrozby wers
hare daldiys T owas 30070 233 %2 332 Tha. D o333 - L Lzl-zr ot the Sherrooc girl who
rzarried e s:anning hae 2 son. I zuess that's 211 tre outside news I cen think of this time.
e are feelinr pretty pood over the fzct thet™the mori-c:ze hue acreed to take - deed o this

rlace end call it square. Ge've rented it until the first of Jaruary.

when C. was reading your letter to Jemes the othsr nis zht he ceme to thz vlace where jﬁu
asked J to bring us all east 2gain this suzper and ne seid, he wesn't so zure but thet welg
all go. You'd be surprised to sce how wuch ike chil.ren do to a2lp ze. They are «ll ae tusgy
as little bees 2nd save we lots of steps. .Uih is 5hc wozd ordzrly onz o7 thz: <11 .n- will’
«ke &ll of their things and heng tiem up if they thrown them around. (Good for me!

s



‘ I am too tired to write moretonight and sm afraid you'll think I copied this
out of the news column, but such 2s it is I sznc it anyvay.

Oh I forgot to tell you tlhet I had an invitation to meet with the Mary Ball
Chavter et Mrs. H.M. Thomas' last Saturday to = tea, but the invitation went to George's
room end I didan't know about it until it wes all over. There wsrs 150 invitations sent out.

I don't suppose all of this letter will interest Em and iother much, but somehow I
felt like gossiping and I'll try and write a more interesting one for them in my next.
Give them a lot of love and kisses from me and save some for yourself,

Your loving sister,
Ida.

| =



Tuesday, o

Liarch 16, 1&87
My Dear Sister; ; . ,
I'm alwost worried to pices beczuse I've not heard from any of you in so long,

so I must write tonicht no matter hov tired I am. The last letter I had was from oz enu ves

written February 223d and since then I've not heard = word. Zm urote then that ycu had stuck

a needle-in your finger end vesmving quite e time with it, obut I hope that was all right long
ago and that you've been too busy or something of that sort is the reason I've not heara froz

‘you.

I cen't vwrite very often nowadays because I have sc much to do, but I do ths best I can
and hope you all will consider that when you feel like blaming we.

We had a regular blizzard lest week but it hes been warming up ever since Saturdqy agd
today it wes so warm that I put on & shirtwaist, but I've been =meezing ever since and taink I
won't venture it again until settled varm weather. I was avful sick lest Friday and lay on
the couch most of the day. At nisht I got up 2nd mereged to get & little dinner and when C
came he went down end got me sawe medicine so I've been 2t work ever since, but not feeling
very "bumkum." Oh how I did ache from the top of my head to zy feet and I lay here on the
couch end longed for thet dear sister who used to toke all of my cares upon herslef. Chalie
was worried about me end seid he vished "Old Shermy" could show up about now. 3ut it isn't
only when I'm sick, Abdie, that I lon~ for you, for lirs. Jackson and I went to & concert last
night and I just wished you were with us. Mrs. Thompson came and did up my ainner work
Sunday and stayed with the children while C end I went overto Gillespie's and down to licFar-

"lane's to see Mrs. Remage. I hzd not seen Mrs. G. since New Year's end had not bsen out in
elmost three veeks so you see that was quite a treat for me. Mrs. Ramage expects to go to
Ualifornie soon but dosen't know just when.

Ine children grow livelier every day and noisy, too. Ruth got mad at lirs. Thompson
Sunday vhile we viere gone and told her she was "altogether too fat to suit her." James grous
nicer all the time and says "excuse me" and all those things and is quite polite. He helps
wme lots, you'd be surprised et all the trhings he doss and seews to enjoy viorking.

Philip surprised me the other day by saying to Ruth "shut up your d=--w mouth®. I
tell you he's & lively boy and dresses lock out of place cn him. Alice it seems to ne grovis
faster than eny of them, 2lthough James is a great big boy now. Alice is alwvays tellinz what
ehe'll do when "Abbie comes home". I heard her esk Jemes the other dey who he loved best,
"Abbie or Jesus." James learns remarkably fast; cen write everything he cen read. He is
getting a letter ready to send you now I believe.

Howa re Mother and Em? I hove they are real well and I hope your finger is all right
too. I do hope I'll get 2 letter frow some of you very soon. bMrs. Mesad waes in the othsr day
scolding because you had not ansvered a letter of hers.

ied Eve

I could not firish last night I was so sleepy and so I'll try agein tonight. C had
a letter from CiS toda} end he said you were all well so I fgel quite relived. C wes awfully
sorry because. he could not help him out, dut he couldn't do it because he didn't have it.
At the time they were telking of the cbal business he could heve gone in for thzt amount but
he has since paid out a good deal of it for insurance, taxes etc.

I enclose you, Abbie, zn order for §1.50 that the children wish you to get some zloves
for your birthday. They wanted me to get thewmand send them but there's no knowing when I'11
get dovn tovwn so I guess I'd better send it 4o you &nd then you can get just what you like.
I still have LKuth's dollar you sent and she insists thet I shell buy her a pretty dress with
ite I hope you won't care &f she doesn't buy toys.

I 2m too tired and stupid to write more tonight so suess I will close. Tsll Lother
and Em I send thew lots of love 2nd ph, hou I do want o sse you &ll. I'd be willin: to coze
‘thet fer alone with the beabies again to be witn you all this sumzer. Well, goodnigh£ and
virite soon. :

o< Your loving sicter, Ida



and I suppcse I ar in for it. Ruth and Pniiip rave been Very Peevlisu &l lIeuidi Soi L4, =iy
I wouldn't »onder if tnat isn't wrat is tne tiroubdle.

Tell Abbie Miss Claypool is being rmarried scon to0 a zan frcm the east 2nd itrey are goirng
to Honolulu on a wedding trip, imagine! Everycne is glad for her good lucke

It is a great comfort to me to know you want to see me as badly as 1 do you. I aw going
to atop now; I send you lots of love, my dear liother=—----

(Seems to be quite a skip here; maybe these are some of the ones Jim hes.))

June 2, 1897

Ky Dear Abbie;

I had a nice letter from Em yesterdsy, but I think I wrote her last, so this
shall be to you. 3Since I wrote last I've been busy house cleaning and ar all tarcug: now
but the kitchen and back paniry and celler. I haven't up all of my white curteins yet, tut
they are all clean and ready to go up. I put down the two carpets upstairs, nall estting
and stair carpet myself, and did up the lace curtains, so I think I did pretty well. lliss
Thompson did the lceaning. dould like to get new curtains for tue back parlor and hall if
I can.

Sunday George and Emma and C. and I were invited over to McNeill's Island to visit Lr.
Palmer, the %eeper of the pen. He met us at Steilacoom and took us across the bay in his
sailboat and C. and I had our first ride in a craft of that kind. It was quite windy and
roygh but very delightful and we enjoyed it immensely. de had a fine dinner with the offi-
cers of the prison. Crossing tne sound coning home we encountered a swart showser end I guess
I caught cold, for yesterday I was laid up with neuralgia in my eyes, or that's whet I call -
it, they pain we so., I can't ride in an open car without sufferinz from it now.

Today Ruth and I were invited to lirs. G's to luncheon; Grace was there snd we had a
geod visit. She expects any day now. The rest of this week I'm going to finisn up wy clean-
ing and wending and I guess that #ill keep me busy. I am feeling first rate now that I den't
have to be on my feet all the time.

I am awfully sorry Lother doesn't feel any stronger and I want to tell her trnat if
there s anything én earth I can do for ner I'll be glad to do it. The children ares all
well as usual and growing like weeds. Philip wanted to know yesterday if ne c:-ulin't put en
"that dear little dress that Abbie made him." He meant one of the waite ones you tade tack

east. Lynn hasn't got Ruth's photos ready yet, but I think they will be soon.
' You don't know, Abbie, how much I'd like to have Nellle come out nere for a year at tne
least, and I'd do anything in my power to bring sbout such an event. C. read your lettesr andi
he said ®tell theu to send her aleng", and then he said "maybe we cculd persuade ner o.c Daddy
to coze out and see us if Nellie was here." George heard us talking about it, anc he said 44
would be fine for her he thought. T am sure somecne would be coming trat sae could come =#ith.
de d do everyth}ng ve could for her; better than we did for you, Abbie, for I can see wrere I
was wreng and I d like to have someone some so I could try all over acain and redsen uyself.
You were such a-zood aister to lean on trat I can see now I leaned tco reavily and nearly
"broke tre cauwel's back." S50 tell Nellie to pack her grip =nd prepare to "rougzn it" for a
Year.

I'm so glad Fred has work and do hope it will prove a steady iob. I'u glad you rev
nen orgendie; don't forget to send a picce. I'm going down tomorrow and see if I carn ze
a fit in a jackev. They are just marked dowr ralf end I've got to have soretning. C. 50t a
handsome new suit, made to order, sbout two months ago, with an extra pazir of rpants, s0 ue
looks quite dudish. Fe wanted me to tell you, for ne said you weren't tue only cne wno rai
nen clothes.

I cen rardly realize that a year ago toniznt we were all togetker gné noz I'z so far
from you all. I'm too tired tc write wore, so will send you all lo%s ¢ love----

a
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Juné 6, 1657

My Dear Mother;
Crarlie took 2ll of the cnildren off to Pt. Deficnce Perk tris worning, znd it
is 20 nice and quiet here I guess I'll visit witk you. I've just been filling up all cf uy
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vases witk Karchaneil roses and I thought of you all the time and wished trat you could see
them, for I don't think you ever saw anytning sc beautiful in the rose line. I've picked
two and three boquets every day this week, but you wouldn't lmow there had been any taken off
the bush trey are so loaded now.

I'd like to pull a big easy chair out on our porch this gloricus morning and sit you
down in it end have you look at the Sound, wountains and my rcses and have you sniff the salt
‘water, for I think it would do you lots cof good. It mekes me feel mean to tnink I can be
on 8alt water when I don't need it, and you who do need it canit be.

I'd like, too, to be with you all today as I was a year ago and en joy omyself &as well
as I did then, but I tell you, Mother, there isn't many moments of the day when I'm not with
you in thought, and we'll have to be contented with that until God in His pProvidence brings
us together again.

We are all usually well, and I am picking up again now tnat I have someone to help me,
and am all right. I keep busy all of the time, but can get out end get rested when the work
is done. 1I've gotten AMande so tnat she can get breakfast and nearly get dinner, so I begin
to feel quite relieved. :

You never saw anytning grow as these children do. James is getting tall all of the time
and is as thin es a rail. Ruth wears a larger shoe and clothes than Alice does and will rcake
a larger woman, I think. ((Ch?)) Little Phil is chuckfull, but is as sweet and &ffectionate
as he can be. James has gotten into the third reader and you will see by the letter he wrote
Abbie that he has dcne well. He went off by himself and wrote it without help. The wash
suits I bought him in the east he can't wear at all they are so small for him. Tae children
all talk of you and remember you well.

Everything is very quiet here now. Tell Abbie that Anna Griggs is to be the Queen of the
Carnival; I wisn every one of you were here to go with us, for they enticipate a great time.
I think this letter will reach you about on my amiversary; does it seems as though I'd been
married nine years?

I find it wakes quite a little more work to have Little Emma here, but sne will only be

here three weeks longer now. They pay me $2.50 for her board. #ell, I must go and make
shortcake for dinner. Take good care of yourself, and if you don't feel like writing send
word in the girls' letters. #ith lots of love~===v~

June 29, 1867

My Dear Abbie;

I rec'd your letter cftle 22nd on lionday and rave tried ever since to find a
few minutes to write you in. Your letter cheered me up wonderfully, for I was fo pleased to
know that Mother was feeling better and that Fred was doing so well.

I've been down town today for tne first time since a week ago last Saturday. Everything
is being decorated for the Carnival and the Christian Endeavor Convention. There are to be
1300 people in town for that alone. I',e been puzzling my head to make out hom we could all
go without being crowded to death. BMKrs. Stone asked me today to bring the cnildren down in
their yard for the park celebration, and I think it will be quite a scheme. I've wished lots
that you were here to go along with us., Besides everything else the dog and pony show are
here for the week and C. says we've got to take that in.

Emma went home yesterday; she passed her examinations and will go into the high school
in the fall.

(Wednesday) I had to stop yesterday, and will resuze now. Amanda and I 4ook all
of the children to the dog show this afternoon and had a pretty good time, but it was hot and
we all got pretty tired. It is raining like fun tonignt and I'm afraid will spoil all the
decorations and take away a good deal of the charm of the opening of the Carnival.

I will see about sending the guitar as soon as I can; I would rather you had it than
not, for no one is getting the benefit of it here. )

krs. Griffin's second girl-Ruth-is not a pretty child by any means, for she has one of
those dead white complexions. They nave had no end of trouble tnis past winter and summer,
for besides the new beby coming they have had chicken pox end measles and now "Bee" is down
with scarlatina. I guess they are kind of hard up, too, for Mr. G. borrowed $12 of C. %o
help hin out. .

I had thought of sending some roses before you wrote; krs. Pentecost sent scme two weeks
ago and I waa waiting to see how they went through before sending any. I had sorme fun with
Mrs. Kead the other day: you know she is always quizzing me about our affairs and I got in

e 0
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ahead of her and asked her why Mrs. Rust didn't come to see her now, and I told her lr. Lead
end Mr. Rust didn't sreak, I'a heard, and a lot more stuff. Mr. Rust had sorme business deal
with lead, who chated hiuw out cf about §2CCO. I tnought she 'd get mad, but she seemed to like
me all the tetter for it. She can't afford to get mad at me, for I furnish her sll her ehicken
feed. \
I haven't seen "the Morse kid" yet, for I haven't been sble to get over that way, tnere s
been so much to doy C. and I were going over tonight if it hadn't rained. Fruit is very °
plentiful amd very cheeap; I want to put up a lot of it. I've canned some blackberries and
have got to get up early in the morning end can some cherries. I've made cherry pies for &
week now and they are fine.
dell, I must stop for this tice. Give Mother and Em lois of love-~--

Tacoma,
July 12, 1867

liy Dear Eu;

I rec'd your nice letter last week and ras gled to hear from you. I didn't think
for a moment ihat you had forgotten we, for I know you too well for that. I waited today
till the postman care to see if I'd get a letter from any of you, but ncne cauwe and I feel
worried for fear the hot weather has been %tco much for you all.

Ye tad a hot day Saturday but didn't mind it mucy, for Jackson's folks and all of us
took our dinner and went out to the park about five o'clock and staid until nine. It was
simply delightful out there, and how I wished you could have been with us! A week ago
Charlie and I lad an invitation to go sailing with a pariy and were gene all day. Sailed
about 2€ miles in all; I never enjoyed anything more. It was gquite squally and tne boat lay
on her side most of the tize, but I wasn't frightened a bit. Geoge was here wnen ve started
and we told him if we didn't zet back alive to send the cnildrer back to you and Abbie, with
the dnsurance. Aren't you glad we didn't get drowned?

Yesterday C. and I put on our best clothes--I wore my irgandie--and wermt down to tre
Tacowa LHotel to call on Fred Coville, but he had gone to Portland. &e stopped in at Grace s
and found her about whipped, you csn tell Abbie, for she was without help and ner baby cided
all day before with colic. I felt sorry for her. Tell Abbie, too, that Mr. Griffin's folks
have given up housekeeping and sne and the cnildren kave gone way out to South 45th 3t. to
board end kr. G. has gone into the shingle business off on the Sound somwewhere witn kir. Thoras,
Trere are sc many changss here it seems queer to xze.

I wish I had the twins here through the not weather. I think of thew so much, =nd it
is 80 hot wheere they livd. iy babies grow like weeds and are healthy; I think we are so
fortunate not to have any more sickness among them. 'l feel first rats nos and do more work
than ever before since I was wmarried. I sew quite a lot, too. lrg, Gillespie gave me a
very pretty pillew cover when I was over there last week and todey I ve made the pillow for
it. -

C. bought we a new coucn last wesk and one of the uncovered ones and a pretty cover tc
throw over it, so I feel quite proud of it. I'm going to try and get lots of pillows made
for it and then I&11 look quite fine.

C. has a new.crage now; he is going to bring home en incubator tonight and go to hatcuing
chickens. I don't kaow but that he'll made a good thing of it, for eggs are nigh here now
on account of the Alaska trade; they sell at §2 a cozen up there. deek btefore last he brougnt
home a phonograph for a few days tnat had 40 pieces of wusic with it and we had a picnic; tre
house was full of neignbors all the time.

Oh dear, I wisn I could see you all and talk; writing is such slow work. Tell Abbie
I'11l write this week, end give licther a lot of love for me-----

-

Sept. 8, 1867

ky Dear Ones; \ .
Abbie 8 three first letters in regard to Lother s fall and illness came all to-
gether yesterday and hos shocked ard grieved I was to0 hear sich sad, sad news. I would have
written last night but could not. This afternoon I have sat down to wait tne half hour be-
fore the postman cores and write you all. Poor dear little liother! why must ahe suffer
when we has nothing but good all her life? It scems as if I must fly to her and all of you,

-
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but I know sne will want for nothing tiat you ané Ez cen do for her, yet tae ionging to feel
her dear arms around we once more is almost more tran I can bear.

No need for her to keep telling us how umicn sne loves us, for we all know that, and yet
if I could hear her say that to me it would be the sweetest sound I ever neard. Just a year
ago tonight I got here from home and every dsy and hour sinze then I Lave it ought of her end
all of you as I left you that dreary nignt. I have been very lonely for yocu all sc far away,
‘and you know, Abbie, how hard it is especially when kother is aick.
I am not feeling well tnis week and I have oh$ so much to do that the days are not long
enough for it all. And that is the reason I've not written you oftener. I'11 write every

day now if I pcssibly can. How nice it was that Fred cculd coze to lMother; all cf you
there but just poor little me so far away from you all.

I'11 send this on and write again tomorrow. Love for you all, dear ones, and kisses
and blessing fomx for the sweet little Mother we all love so much=~----

Sept. 15, 1897

Uy Dear Ones; :
I rec'd a letter from Chub lest Saturday, but since then I've not heerd a word
in regard to Lother and I feel very anxious to know how she is. It is 8:30 now and I've
been on the go since 6:320 this worning, end I'g so tired € don't know wnat to do. I had

such a hard week last week, with getting James reedy for school and all and I naven't gotten
rested yet. ihen Saturday morning care, the day %o enter the scholars for school, they seid
eack child must bring a certificate of vaccination. I had not been atle to get out, sc irs.
Jackson took pity on me and took James to tne Dr.'s and had him veccinated and then took

him out to Sherman and had him enrolled.

In the evening C. staid with the babes wnile I went down and got him scme clothes; Fri.
when I put James to bed he said he guessed ne had hurt his foot; I rubbed it wmitn Pondls Zx-
tract and Saturday he was out all day; Sunday and konday it hurt him a good deal and was
swollen. Last night it took me two hours to get him to sleep it pained hiz so, and tnis vorn-
ing re didn't want to get up. I telephoned fcr Dr. Hicks and he emrme out and said he hed
inflammatory rheumatism. He hasn't been out of bed today ard he cen't move or have his foot
touched without screaming.

S0 you can see, Abbie, with all the work to do and a sick boy I have my heart and hands
full, besides all the anxiety about liother. I do hope she is really better, and that Jaxes
will be better soon. I'11l try to send a card at least every day. You see I take it very
zuch for granted taat you ere still interested in your "Jir baby®. I miss him so, for he
takes a great many steps for me when he is well; ne has had a fine appetite for tne rast
month and was looking real well we thought.

The rest of us are pretty well and everytking is going sbout as usual nere. Gecrge 8
folks are living at 107 North Tacoma Ave. and Emma aeems very mudi pleased to be back here
to live.

Grace wheeled her baby out here last Sunday; he 's getting to be a big boy; Grace tninks
there's nothning like him on earth.

-Tell Motker I think of her all the time and wieh I could do sometking to make her feel
better. I am too tired to write more, but will try and writ often; James says to tell you
he wished you were here-----

Sept. 26, 1897

Ky Dear Girls;
It is just seven o'clock here, and that means ten with you, and it gives ue

comfort to know thrat this long, lcnely 3unday is over for you. It has beem a very, very
sad day for me and I can realize how mud: more so it has been for you, there where everytning
raninds you of trhe dear lost Lother. Ch girls, it seems at times as if I could not nsve
it 80 and then the line of thne old hymn that Fether loved so well: ¥"cease ye mourners, cease
to languish® cozes to me and I cannot but feel that it is for the best. But we trat are left
miss ther so, don't we?

I felt when I bid Lother goodbye a year ago thet I would never look on her sweei face

again end my prayer is now that my own children will love me as 1 loved her. e rave lcst
the best friend of cur life, .girls, there is no one that will ever take e interest In
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everything concerning us as sre did, and yet I think we have been singularly blsesed in having
her with us so far through this life. But when I think there is no motner back there to e
interested in wnat I write, life seems very blank indeed. Priday and Saturdey wsere bezutiful
days Lere, and I nope they were there. I thought of you all tiie tire and wished I knen just
when you were to lay trhat dear body awsy for its long rest.

Charlie went out to the sub=-station tonight to see if there was any letter; I can hardly
wait to hear all the sad particulars. I hope she did not rave to suffer; thnat wculc be too
much. Everyone has been very kind to me; lkir. Scudder came right out as soon as he saw the
notice in the paper. George and Emwa came out, too, and were very kind. . I've had a great
deal to do with James sick and all, and I don't know wiat I would have done if I hadn't had
30 much depending on me.

James has been dressed two days now; Dr. came out Friday end said ne could be dressed
and hobble around the house, but he said it wouldn't take mything to bring it back. OC. fixed
some crutches for him and he has been around on them quite a bit. Dr. changed his medicine
to a tonic and codliver oil. He looked so white and thin when he came to be dressed that it
made wy heart ache; but he looked better today. He won't go to school until he is thor-
oughly well, of that I am certain. This past week has been such a dark week and I wished
often that I could go away by myself and mourn for the dear lost mother, but there was so
much to do for Yames and it made him so nervous to have me cry that I've controlled myself all
that I could.

Oh girls, I wish I ould be with you and mourn witn you. I feel so sorry for you and
for Charlie, he always loved to be with mother so well and will miss her so much. She told
me 80 many, many times last summer, Em, of all that you hed done for, and been to her and
she was never tired of praising you. That must be such a comfort to you, and I kmow it was
a great pleasure to her to have Abbie with her the last days of her life, for she told ce
that if she could have things the way she liked them, she would have all of her caildren near
her the rest cf her life. :

I won't try to write eny more tonight, for I am very tired. I have lifted James so
wuch that I have a lame back, and it makes me feel asick all over. But I'll write just as
often as I can. #rite often end tell me everything. Lots of love, you dear sisters~—---

Tacona,
Oct. 7, 1897

My Dear Girls;

I rec'd Em's letter today enclosing the papers, and I will see to them ani re-
turn them just as quirkly as I can. I was glad, Em, to zet your letter, and tc get Aboie's
a few days ago, and I've thought every day I would write, but there is no tixe except in txe
evenings, and some evenings I am so tired I can't write.

I'm doing lots of work nowadays, for this week I've done zy own ironing, and today
I've swept all the chambers, stairs, front and back, and hall. I do gll of zy own baking but
the bread, and you can imagine I keep pretty busy. James is betier, so that ne plays out of
doors, and begins to look quite like himself, and has a better appetite tnan before this
sumzer, but I'm 8o afraid that he'll get it again tnat I don't take any comfort. He was 8o
Pleased with his letter from Abbie and the quarter sne sent; he s saving it until he can
get down towm.

I should think, Em, it would be a good plan to ask Mary L. for the money and settle
everything up, and I hope she will let you have it. I certainly approve of Liother's will in
every way. She told me all about it last summer, end I told her I thought it was all right,
which seemed to please ner. I wish it was ten tizes a8 much, B8O neitner of you wmould rave
to work any more, but after all, girls, I've found work a tlesaing tiw past few weeks and I
think we ougnt to be thankful #xe are well encugh to work, don't you?

Girls, neitner of you have ever written what ycu put on Mother, and I've tried to ize
all about her. I wish you would write me that, and also if you are goinz tc wear black.
want to if you do, but yet I feel that it ian't necessary, for we will mourn our loss just
the same if we do not.

I cannot imagine what the old home is like without her dear, sweet presence trers,
and Em, I wien I oould be there to have a warz mweal for you wnen you core home, as sne would
do, but I could never fill her place; it will always bte vacant now.

C. talks a good deal about coming east for the winter, but I don't know whether re will

ane




Ly Uezr Abbie;

I received your letier of the 22nd today.end I ntve wetched sns wsitec for it
anxiously. I cennot realize that lother is cone from us. Eer dear fice is ever hafors e
end she ecems very near. It is such 2 cafort thet she vassed auay so peacefully, zand, abeie,
it ves the passing of one of the sweetesi souls thzt ever lived.

I saw in the Times last night thet Charlie and Anne wers in New York and I fels very
badly for I knew Cherlie (h:r brother) would f£2::1 so bacdly to 2= zone. How I ¢

be ther: o be of some coxzfort to you and Zn if I cxild have been. when Lothnsr na t
i would have teken 211 the children and come if there 4@ been any money to coxe with, for
did want to look on her dear face once more 2nd neer her speak to e.

Charlie kzs been very blue lately over the business outlook znd when Jarss coms “o get
"sick he hardly epoke for 2 week, but no: he is considering {zis business propositicn of ~at
he vwrote you yesierday and I do hooe he czn reise the money for it, for the mill is
$1,000 a month. He hes telked witr several adout it and they 211 think it is = Ire
He asked me if I didn't tnink you'd be willinz to do tiet for him, and I told hin I
you vould. He my get it here but didn't want to leave eny stone unturned. I2 e uoz
into it he will be in Everett most of tne time and we will stay here until everything is run-

ning in cood shape. .

Now I can't end I don't want to stey alone and I want you and Em to cose 2nd stey with
me. Can you make any arrengements = as to come if you vent to? I feel as if you 2nd I ougrd,
to zive Em a good time end Abvie, after zissing you es I heve the past year I taink I zould
meke it rmuch pleasanter and mmppisr for you than I did before. I can do 2ll of 4ne housauorik
now and you wculdn't have to help me but could co 2s you please. Your szbies 211l wznt you t
coze and have been talking sbout it today and Crarlie vanis you to come and seress Uita s tlad
ve ought to give iZm a rest and a2 complete change. Talk it over with hsr eng ask z:r if she
likes me well enough to come wey off out here and see me. I krow it would maics r N
to heve us all togsthsr. She told me about her will and I think you and Zu sacu ze to
get quite a litile incoms from it and I aw gled she geve it to you two. Mo see wre* -ou con

do adbout it.

James las been dressed three days now &nd todey he welked on his leme foot saze. I trin:-
he is gaining &1l the time but ae looks very unite end pezked. i@ic Ins bsen so pavient tarougs
it all and sweet as he could be. I've been véry enxious a2bout him and wished lois ¢f tim:s
you could be here; you alvays took such zood care of him, tho I heven't neglected nim I s:eurs
you. when I could not do both I let the housswork €0 and C caxze home early nizhts and stayad
with him vhile I zot dinner. He hos helped me 80 much or I nevsr cculé have donme it 23il. I =
quite tired out 2nd ouszht to de in bed now, but I did vent to send you & fzu vordz of coufort.
There is lots for you to live for yet, Abdie, Tor your sister ernd all her litile omes nzed vou

egnd they all love you, too, more then you can zuess.

Tell Ex to be her own bravs self and not to wourn, ISr tae one w2 loved =9 is
froz pain and suffering forever mwore. God cake us all worthy of so good and so lovins a
Lotier.

with & kiss and a hug for you both I =ill close.



Szturday Eve,
October 2, 1897

iy Deer Abbie;

I'm roing to begin a lettsr 4o yeu tonight for Sunday is such z hucy dzy for
me I can scarcely evsr linc time to wriss until evening anu then H:1l is ususlly her
can't write then. I got your nics lonz lstter last llonday zni 2 nice one fror im today and
1 think you are both good to write so often o0 ce. It lms been sozetime since I've writien,
but I've been trying to clean up For wintsr and I've been vsry busy.
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brs. Thompson came Tussdzy cnd v=shned FOr me 47d «ecnesday I <id the ironing ani hzg her

susep the hols houss znd : nincoi s elc., s0 tonishi we lock re-l clszn wn’ I've been

wishinz thet you trd Em could walk in znd see us. I've baksd ihree pumpkin "n. .r zprle pie

touzy sud rede @ chocoluts crliz oil Wiwe & leg of mutton for Sundey dinnsr and I'd just like
I

to hzve you here. 've thought a great deal about your cozing and have even plaennsd vhet
I'd heve for dinner the night you ceme. And ths children an: I 42lk a lot aboub what velll
2ll do vhen you coze and I cam't give up the idea that sozeday and sozz2h0. you'll come.

ruth and Alice have been in kindsrgarten tvo weeks ncw, just over by the itevens

cottuge. They go from ten until one and are all carried auvay vith it. They have gottenall
the vords to two or three pieces so they cen eing them already 2lthough they don't get much
tune to them. It is a greet help to me and I can see they are improvin: ¢lica.y. aliz. i:
peiiing oo e tleys with dolls a great ceal and will sit in & corner by herself for %:o hours
&t a tive meking dresses for them 2nd ehe chous quite a gocd deal of teste and ebility in the
dressmaking line. Ruth is slimming uo quite a little I think and she and Alice sre zbout
as "chumuy" now zs Jeames and Alice used to be.
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Ruth is straighforvaerd and honest without a bit of deception (so there!)and I tell
you things have got to stand around when she gets efter them. Jazes is reading "Lord Feunt-
leroy" nov and gets so absorbed thet you can't rouse him at times. 3ut I tell you Phil is
the .greatsat kid you ever saw in 2 vay. I looked out of the window the otner dcy and saw him
flying down the street after & team of horses. You ought to hear the stories he tells about
N lan's bull. He goesup there zlone end goce with Nolan tc milk and what he dossn't know
sbout farming isn't vorth knoving.

You asked me, Abbie, 2 lons time ago, to keve Alice's victure teken in the little hat
with daisies on. I hung thet hete in the little closet in the front room with 21l thsir best
clothes and didn't have occasion to so there for quite soms time. .hen I did I found the mice
had gnaved the daisies all off the hat. Anothsr thing..avout your guiter. Ombra told ze sors
time egd she wes tryins to zet enough monegy ahead to buy it and bir. Jackson said tne express
on musical instruments wes double, so I've been weiting to see if I couldn't send you the
money so you could get a new one there. I ninted for Mrs. Dickinson to take it to you but
she didn't.

Grace was out Thursday and drew ihe deby out. He ic a great big fet nice fellow but I
don't think he is very prsily, though Grazce thinks there's nothing like hiw in the vorld.
Grece doesn't look 25 well as she used to for those bro-m patches don't zo off h:ir fzce and
she doss all her oun work now and that mekes her look dragged out.

I don't liks to think of you and Em sitting there alone evenings. .ly don't you ¢
out somevhere? It doesn't seen to me as if liother is gone end I can't mcke it seenm so.  Le=mr,
patient little Mcther; how drear the old home cust ssem without her! I don't think I sz
dress in wmourning but if I c:n afford it I will gev e 2 nev black dress. I'vs been think-
ing, Abbie, of writings to see if you could make me 2 tea gown or tea jecket or something.

You could get that measure Anne took if you feven't eny. I'd vant cheav material —ade up
erettily. If you think you czn I'11 send some money snd let vou pick it cut znd use your oun
teste sbout everyihing and Py you for meskinz it. wiat do you think?

i wven't clothes to wear so I can zo down town &nd get me enything. Isn't tret & fun-
ny predicement? Jam:s end Luth are 211 stuffed up tonignt end I'm afrzic tihey heve t.ken
hard colds. e have had besutiful varm sunny weatrer the past week and today it hes peen
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seizply perfect. I've wished 2ll day ycu.uere here to enjoy it.

Cherlie hed a letter from iir. Remege yestsrdey and they seem to be doing auite welle
They hzve a nex horse and carriage so they zust be picking up, dor't you tnink?

write often and long letters. Tell im end Anna I +ill write to thea soon. Don't sit
too much alone but go out somevhere, even if it is 2n effort et first. I con't ses rou you
and Im stend there et all without Motaer. I can't think whet ths place aust be without rnsr.

I send lots of love to you bothe
Your lovins sister,
Iga
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nouse in an uproar over Miss Jvackson's lickinz of a boy. 8he licked a boy yester@ayf§o-
and outsiders came in and interferred and tnen nad a warrant sworn out for ner and tne re-
porters were up there trying to interview ner. 8he wanted me to have it kept ou? of ?he 3
papers and * spent an hour or two on the matter last nignt but couldn't succeed in doing it.

‘I put in an appearance for ner before tie justice this moraing, so sne wasn't really arrested.

‘e case is set for 5 tomorrow and unless it is setvtled will be triec out. ahe was per-
fectly justafied in the matter; I send you the papers wnicn contain a fairly correct state-
ment of the facts. She is awfully wild over it, worked up aad mortified. It has made
quite a lot of talk around town.
§ell, I must be going to dinner; wish I could take you along with me----
(ends in shorthand)

Tacoma,
June 17, 1890 (got a little out of sequence here it seems.)

My Dear Little Girl;

It is now nine o'clock and I have just finishea up a lot of work that I wanted
to get done tonignt, so you must not expect much of a letter, sweetheart. I don't wart my
dear girl to go a day, though, without getting at least a short letter from ner lover; hence
tnese presents.

I got your letier of last Tuesday tnis morning, and was sorry to hear that you are not
feeling 80 well, and hope you are better by tune time this reacnes you. uorse, you imow, and
now much better ané going huckleberrying every day with your baby tae Colonel. I tnink it
will be the prettiest picture in tne world to see you march around witn him on your snoulder.
Anyway, I would rather see it than any picture that was ever painted. Of course if you
don't want to you needn't go until the 4th of July, but 1 tnought it would be better for
you and I 11 ‘just bet any old sox that you will. You are awfully snarp about seeing turougn
my games, "but if you want your baby to look like its papa---I mean like iiillis hall, it
will have to have gray hair. His head is almost wnite now; its changirz very fast and I
think its because you are away. I am very trankful to tne girls for being so good to you
and when I come home ¢ will rub tiem down in olive 0il and beer for a week to pay 'em. As
for your mother I don't mind ner, because all sne cares about you if for what work she can
get out of you. I guess she don't care mucn for you this trip. But when I come I'll work
for her and make up. I'll just take right off my coat and help her get rid of all tae
strawberry shortcake and tninzs s..e can concoct. .

I am very glad you like your husbani and think he s sane. It makes it kind of
pleasant for him; I've been trinking today that I was most tco dara good; I don't believe
I've done a single thing since you weat away tauat you wouldn't like. Ain't t:zat pretty
good? Every time a messenger boy comes in thne office it scares me most to death. And yet
I m very anxious to get that message, so hurry up and send it.

I was talking to Judge Allyn today and he said (of course that ain't half asim-
portant as wzhat I s3aid) thnat ne thought the court would be taking avacation for a couple of
montns about trne oncet of July; that he was going away about tiat time himself ana ne tnougat
1 could get away all right tien. I will try everytning I krnow to be with you by tne 4tn.

Well my eyesare tired; you will nave to let me go ror tonight, old peacnes and cream.

Yours lovingly, C.

----S0 far as I can judge tne girls seem to be taking splendid care oi thnings. You

- nad better ask your fatiher how is the best way to fix tnat window in tune dining room. I was

looking at it tiuis morning. The ell will make wuite a nice little bedroom anz 1 guess ne
had better have it fixed eithner befcre you come or after. Ab can adee tne little nall bed-
room; of coursesiaer will have to sleep witn ner feet out in tiie hall because tnere souldn t
be room enough for them inside. *hen you can rent tne other three rooms for fifty, forty;
thirty dullars a month. If Ab don't like that arrangement sce can sleep on the coucn or
in the crib with the baby, or in the refrigerator, or tre sink or on tne mantlepiece or
in the woodshed or tiie bathtub or on the roof or arnywhere sne blame pleases so long as its
not with me. .

Well, I guess tais is enough of tnis. If you like tnis kind of a letter then tnis is
the kind of a letter you snould like. Love to all tre folks, anu plenty ior yourself, c.
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or not. de have also talked a good deal abou. rmving you toth come to us if we stay here.

C. sald the other morning at the table, "It would szem goocd tc hear old Snerzy step around
‘here again, souldn't it?* I think, Em, the cnange would do you no end of good. I wish we
could live near together, for I get so lonely for you all. I judge Abdie's visit to Ike
Sherwood and Cates was not successful, as we have heard nothing from her. It seeszs toé bad to
lose such a good businesa opportunity for want of a small sur of money. C. is quite blue
.over it, for it is the chnance of a lifetime.

I'm too tired to write more tonight, but I send you lots of love----

November 9, 18907

Yy Dear Em; :
I've just written to C. and gotten my hand and arm limbered up a little, and now
I guess I'll try one on yout It seems like a long time since I aroteyou last, but botn you
and Abbie know, I'm sure, that I arite as often as I possibly can, and always will.

You can't imagine hov much there is to do-here for one pair of mands, and shen one
of those hands is laid up witn chaps and rheumatism things don't go along very fast. I
don't suppose you, Zm, would call it very gcod housekeeping, but I manage 1o keep things
tolerably clean and get enough to eat. I don't feel-a bit zood today, for 1 sat up in bed so
ouch last night rubbing oy firm that I didn't get my usual sleep. Ly arm gets numb from uwy
shoulders to the ends of my fingers, and is so painful I can scarcely touch it. I can't
see what's the zatter with it.

I have to stop ever few minutes to look at the excellent pPictures Charlie sent me today;
they are perfect, I think, and that one of Kother on tne porch is so sweet it looks saintly.
It seems to we now, Em, that she was almost g saint, for sane bore all the trials of life so
sweetly and uncompdainingly. I can't be thankful enough I had so dear a mother, and wien I
was more like her.

Is Abbis real well? It secems to me she looks so thin and bad in that pictures, ot
was it just because she was so anxious about iiother? Every evening 1 think of you two gett-
ing home and not find ing mother there and it cakes Ty heart ache for you, for it doesn't
seer to me that I could stand it at all. '

Just as we were eating dinner tonight a man cace to get C. to go down and take some
testimony, so I am here alone for the bebies are all asleep. The wind is blowing hard and it
seems pretty lonely. C. has not left me alone an euening in a long tire .

krs. Thompson washed today, and I am going to do the ironing myself. I think I do pretiy
well, for I do all the work but the washing, and sew for +he children too. I fell repaid,
though, for the little women enjoy treir kinderzarten so much and are leaming so uany nice
things. I got Mra. Jackson to go with me ac we went down town Sat. eve and boughit Alics
gand Rutn soms union uadergarxents; you should have seen hox proud they were of the:a. James
is going dom tith C. in the morning and get nis hair cut and a new overcoat. e haa begzed
the privelege of staying down for a time and looking in.the store windows.

Philip knew you all ia the pictures, and I was quite surprised at it. Charlie has just
come home and brought his work to do here and I'z glad of it.

You are awfully good, Em, to say I can have anything of tother's I'd like; any thing for
a keepsake that you want to spare wmill do. Let us rope, Em, that somelize you can ccze and
see me, you and Abbieé, too, and then we'll have a zcod tiwe and forget alil tnese lorely nours.

I guess I won't write any more, for uwy nends hurts me. Be of good, cheer, Zz, ani re-
zember that we are all put here for some wise and good purpose. 30 =3 xzust plod alonz cheer-
fully, bearing all our burders in "the heat of the day" as it were. I send you both oceans
of love-==-=

Sunday Eve,
Dec. 12, 1867

Ky Dear Zm;
: I've tried every day for a week to write to you, but I couldn't seex to get at
it, but I guess tonigh%t I can make a go of it. I succeeded a weex ago yesterlay in zetiing
to young girl to help me and since then I've been trying to get the cnildren's clcthes in
better repair. The dey she came I put on the old black astraw nat I wore east snd went <o=n
and ordered me a new one, and yesterday I spent tre day re-lining my cape. I Qi2 i4 2
self ard it looks all rignht, everyone says. I tock Pnilip 2nd hed lunch vith Grace l2
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day:'then I went down tovm ehere I met James and fitted hiz all out with new clothes, cap,

necktie and all, and I think it was a ®¢ll spent day. ie 21l feel quite "fixed ud" and 1l feel

80 much more rested that I think I can write you a whole letier, En, without going to sleep.
My girl cannot ccck or bake, but she can do everything else wmell, and is as neat as wax and
only charges a dollar a week, so I am quite pleased all around. My arm is muca better since
I atopped scrubbing and sweeping and doesn t trouble me any to speak of.
I got Abbie's letter yesterday tellifig of the big dinner you had and am glad you had

‘such a good time and wish I could have been there. I would like to see tne Allen boys and
their wives, and I would have enjoyed the singing immensely. o .

I'm sorry, Em, you've been 50 long getting the papers, which I enclose with this, but C.
has had all ne ocould do for a couple of months, so that he d forget all about them.

Alice s been kind of "peaked" for a time past and I'm afraid kindergarten is too much
for her. They are getting ready for a Xmas tree and are each making presents for treir litile
friends; they are so full of secrets they spill over once in awhile. James likes it juat as
well as they do.

#nhy don't you write me more about the twins and Nellie, Em? Ruth grows to look like
Nellie ever s0 wuch I think. I see you got your name in tn= %"souvenir®; aren't you proud?
I found Phil cutting an oli stamd off an envelope this moming, and I asked nim what he was
doing. He said he was “going %o write to Aunt Zmma back east.® I memi® won't write more to-
night, but hope to write oftener now that I have help. Write me everything, Em, and don't
forget that I am always your léving sister-----

Tacoma,

Feb. 2’ 1898
My Dear Em;

I'm pretty tired tonight, but I guess I'll try and scribble you off a few lines.
I wrote in my last about my eyes being so bad, and I daresay you are worrying some about me.
I didn't dare use thex for a week, but now they are about the same as usual. I sewed all
day yesterday and part of the time today, and they are not aching, so I feel quite encour-
aged.

I got Abbie's letter the day I wrote her last, I think. I Just wish Ike had remeubered
you both in his will and you oould have come to see me, but I never expected anything from
him. XNever mind, girls, perhaps times will pick up before long, and we can do sore visiting.

I read in the morning paper of the terrible blizzard you are having in the east, and
I hope it will not reach Oxford. It is such a contrast with the weather here. The past few
deys have been so warm and pleasant that the children have played out without their coats,
and today some of the primroses were in bloom in the yard. Tcmorrow I have a man couwing to
c¢lean up the yard for me. »

I was quite surprised one day last week t0 have a telephone from C. telling me to
have dinner for Harry Eatén. He i3 still in the city and kas a place dowm town where he is
advertising crystallized eggs and evaporated vegetables for the Klondike. I beliesve he has
the sole agency for those things up there. Harry is a nandsome, nice fellowm and we like him
very much. He 1is a “rusher®, too, and makes things come his way in great shape.

Tell Abbie, Em, that I did not have the sahh put on my dress for they are not wearing
them here yet. So I have done it up and tomorrow if I can get down to the office I will send
it to her and hope she can use it. I've thought about it lots of times, and her asking about
it decided me. She can have it and do as sle pleases with it.

Mrs. Gillespie and ‘elen were out to lunch today and we had a real good visit. James
started at tre public school Monday. His teacher is Miss liiller. Abbie knows her for she
lived at Mr. Glover's when we used to go out to the lake. All the rest are well and growing
like weeds; I can't begin to keep things cooked up for them tney are so hearty.

I know that Charlie and Anna will engoy those new rooms and I'm glad for tnem. I don't
8ee how they stood it so long in that other place; how I would love to see them alland you and
Abbie, too. My visit back there seems like a dream, Em. Just tnink! Xother end Fatrer and
Grandma were all out in front waiting for me.the first time I came, and the next time you and
Mother were there, and now if I should come all of those dear old faces would be missing. I
someiites, think, Em, that if 1 ghould die and g t heaven that I should find them all wait-
ing for me, that I cculdn't be any happier than I was at those two homecomings.

But, Em, we have got to stay here without them, it may be for years and I think we
ought to make the very best of life and all there is in it. We can't do it witn long faces
or in looking on tne dark side of things, and so we must try and do our level best, cheerfully

. [y
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and contentedly, until our time comes. That's the way I look at it, Em, and tnat is wnat I

think would please lidother.

How are you feeling nox, and are you sewing all the time? 4ill Anna have as pleasant
a sewing room as she did before? Write me about everything, for you don't know ﬁow I watch
for letters from the old home; the children were delighted with their letters. Well, I will

have to. close, with a great big lot of love for you and Abbie----

'Thursday Afernoon, \
Feb. 25, 1898 (Notation in Abbie's handwriting: “Written only a short time before

she was gone, poor dear Ida.")

My Dear Em;
' I've had nice letters from you and Abbie both this week. I've been out in the
yard working all the forenoon, but this afternoon it is raining, so I couldn't keep on with
jt. Orocuses and primroses are all in bloom and it begins to seem quite springlike. I can
hardly wait for the sunshiny days to come, we have had so nmuch rain, .

It made. me pretty blue, Em, to think of you and Abbie selling the old home. You can’'t
blame me for it, can you? But the more i think of it the more I realize it would be the
best thing for you to do. It sesms toof bad, though, that we can't afford to be sentimental
about a place around which clusters so many remembrances and associations. After all, it is
not the home it was when Father and Mother were there to greet us and it doesn t seem to me
that I could ever make it seems so again. It seems too bad that none of us has the money to
buy it and keep it, but I am getting so I think that "whatever is is best® and that all these
things are a part of the all-wise plan that we shouldn 't murwur against.

I will always carry a pictured of the dear old place in my heart that can never be
bought or sold, a pictures with father, motner, grandma and the dear brothers and sisters all
included. You know, Em, that my "Jim baby® was born there and that makes it doubly dear to
me.

I hope you will be abde to get $1500 for it, for that would straighten you and Abbie out
and give you something for a rainy day. Let me caution you both that if you get that amount
to keep it in your own hands end save it for the time vhen you cen't earn anything. I would
like to have Abbie come back west and I think she could do well, especially in Seattle, if
she could get in with Julia Crowley. And Em, I'd like you to come just as much. Have you
noticed that the rates are cut so that you can go from New York City first class for $307
If you sold the place, Em, you could afford tc come end see me even if you didn't want to
atay always. It does seem as if some one you could come now if you wanted to. hat you
need, Em, is an entire change; it would make a new woman of you.

I mde a little birthday party for Ruth last Monday; had eight besides trem and they
were 80 delighted. I had three kinds of cake, oranges, bananas and lemonade. Then at each
place I had a fancy paper box of candy for them to take home. ilhen they first sat down to
the table I had a lot of German favors &r “snapcracks® for them; they are a paper contrivance
with a string in one end to pull and they go off like firecrackers; then you unfold them and
they have fancy paper caps inside. They put them on and ate in them amd you never saw such
a jolly set. Ruth got her money from Abbie and Lizzie and several presmnis from tne cnil-
dren, so she thought she had a pretty fine birtnday.

Trey are all feeling pretty good now. C. saw Dr. Hicks on the car yesterday and he in-
quired about us all, and then tcld him we must be careful of Jim. It is hard now, when he
looks and feels so well, to thnink that ne might be sick again. He spoke at school last week
and I'll send you his piece. I couldn't go over on account of the party, but he was marked
®high®, so I guess ne got along all right. '

They were delighted witn the lovely book Abbie sent them, and I guess James has read it
already. I think you'd be surprised, Em, in the change in Ruth. dhen she ¢ries now it is
the exception and not tne rule. I think take trem all eround they are pretty good babies.
Alice is all for sewing and cooking; she fixes salted nuis, cheese crackers and makes pies
wost all the time; sne is a dear little girl. Phil rules them gll, and if they don't do as
he tells them to he tnrows the firest tuning he can get hold of at them. He is very quick
tempered, but over it in a minute. We someti mes call him ®Dr. lic.®

You mustne't feel discourasged, Em, when you have only one dress to your btack, for tnat's
ell I ever have. Alice says to ask Abbie if she has soxe more paper dolls sine can send her;
she means those fazsnion plates. Well, I send you lots of love, and Abbit, too, end
don't wait so long to writs again-—------- THAT'S ALL

-
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larch 16, 1868 ===== £:LC pnm
Ida quite sick. If necessary could you come et once.
C3E.
March 17, 1868 «== 2:2C p.m.
Threatered attock lung fever---serious but not dangerous--
come guick-- C2Z

Xarch 17, 1868 -=- 8:i3% pm

Ida died at three thirty this afternoon---wait there.

. CBE
March 18, 1868 ---9iz=5 pm

Services Suncay two o¢'clock=--leave with Ida Sunday---think children
better rerain here---x1ill you weit tnere or come at ounce-

CBE
waren 17, 1888 ---i:ex ppy

+1ill arrive Saturday---wmake errsngewents--

wait---children remain nere with iirs. Squires--
CB=
3t. Paul---llarch 23, 18G8---€i4% pnm
Due at Cxford four thirty Friday via Bingnarston=--
CE=Z

whet a trip that must have been, and after they had talked so wmuch of mokiang it to-
getner for so long! I see, too, that the clippinz says she was 39 years old,
va3 never zuite surz of.
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