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CHILDREN OF GEORGE AND ESTHER WADDELL LIVESLEY

WILLIAM LAMB LIVESLEY
"Where's William?"
"Still in the cabin, I think."
As the rest of the family clambered aboard the ship that ran into them, Dad rushed below
decks and sure enough, the babe still lay in his bed oblivious to the crash. Only when the two
of them were up the ladder did the sailors cut the ropes and the Livesleys watch their boat,
their supplies and their plans for starting in Ohio, go to the bottom of Lake Erie.

This was not the only time in 90 years that William cheated death.

Ohio in 1841 was out west. Yet of the 17 million people in the country, one million lived in
Ohio. In that hopeful generation before George and Esther arrived, going west was big and
looked limitless. The original Western Reserve consisted of Ohio and beyond, now the states
of Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Wisconsin, Minnesota and Michigan. After the British
wrested it from the French the American Revolution happened. This western land was then
given to soldiers for benefits. Cleveland was started in 1790 by one group of these recipients.
Today's Ohio was made a state in 1803. When George and Esther got to shore there was a
wooden city surrounded closely by farms. To one of these the young family moved, 30 miles
from Cleveland, and commenced farming and friend making.

William was the youngest when his parents immigrated; then they were joined in 1843 by
sister Betsy. He got the middle name of Lamb in remembrance of friends of his parents, as did
Betsy with O'Kell. William was only four and a half when his folks took the family back to
Cheshire in 1845. So he really opened his eyes an English boy in the area of his ancestors and
lived there ten years. He went to school in Castle Northwich and played in the Weaver. He
helped his father with the farming and learned to work. When they re-immigrated he was a
mature, strong, sharp young man of 15. Mrs. Rothwell, his teacher and friend from church,
was particularly sorry to see him go. This time there were no sinkings, and with Mary 22 and
Alfred 8, George and Esther traveled with a grown up group of children.

This time they only passed through Ohio on their way to the Baraboo Valley of Wisconsin, the
frontier of 1856. Wisconsin itself had become a state in 1848 and Ironton, to which the Livesleys
moved, founded shortly thereafter. There's sandy, sometimes shalely soil there, not perfect for
farming but adequate. The towns developed rapidly and built their institutions. By the time
the Civil War broke out there was no question this was Union country.

William's oldest brother Sam and his family joined them in 1858. The next year oldest sister
Mary married Martin Cooper, a young widower with three boys, and commenced adding to

1^ the brood right away. William was 18 at the time and studied brother-in-law Martin, ten years
his senior, carefully. He particularly learned Martin's milling trade and made it his own. And
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HOPS
Sam and his sons were, to say the least, formidable hop merchants. 1

We don't know yet if father George grew hops in England, though tile home is
lands became a big market both for Sam - credited with being the first to sell Wisconsin
hops to England - and his son Thomas Albert. In fact Prohibition had little effect on the
latter's fortunes because of his shift to that market. Cheshire is not one of "big six" hop
counties of England though some growing may have happened there. Nevertheless
the offspring clearly maintained contacts, and probably George's affable style, and
moved many, many pounds across the North Atlantic.

George's grandson Tom (called T. A.') became the biggest hop grower in the world.
This is not a small achievement, but the family as a whole was truly awesome. The
Federal Registry researchers say 1915 was T. A/s biggest growing year - over one mil
lion pounds. But working hops that same year were also his father Sam and brothers
Robert, George, William, Charles and Waddell. Each of these men was also a force.

And we know that T. A. was only part grower. The larger part, like his father, was
broker for purchased hops. The following is a conjecture because we don't have the
shipping books. And it likely does not give enough credit to the sales prowess of the
other hop men in the family. But it is therefore highly conservative: if T.A. wholesaled
as many hops as he grew, that would total two million pounds. If the rest of the men
together sold another two million (and the figures were correct), that would be four
million pounds out of thirty worldwide. That would mean that in 1915 13.3% of the
hops in the world came from the Livesley family.
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

ROBERT MADDOCK LIVESLEY
The first of ten children was born in Davenham, England before the parents' move to the
United States. His father Samuel learned the sailmaking trade, left home at eighteen and was
a six years a sailor. He married Robert's mother Margaret Maddock in May 1854 and Robert
came along the next April, followed by sister Esther Emma in September 1856.

So Robert was three at the time of his move to Wisconsin. We presume he then grew up a
Wisconsin boy - a child of his place and time - but with very well traveled English parents. In
his early days his father made the change from sailor to farmer. The details of this transition -
and its effect on Robert - are unknown.

Robert was 18 in 1873, the age of trade getting for many young men. He presumably moved to
LaValle with his family - five miles over from Ironton - and helped dad establish the hop farm.
Certainly he must have learned the hop business well as he went very far in this field. He
married Ella Hubbell, second child of another LaValle farmer and Justice of the Peace Wellington
Stiles Hubbell in December 1884 when he was 29. He and Ella relocated to Washington state,
possibly with his parents when they moved out in 1887, and their only child, Clyde Vivian
Livesley, was born in Seattle in October 1889. The Business Directory tells us Robert was a hop
contractor at the time living at 716 Bellevue Place. The next year with George and T.A. he is
listed in "Livesley Brothers" hop dealers. Father Sam, still a Wisconsin grower, was another
signifigant buyer, though named at a different location.

In September 1910 Robert moved to Yakima, Washington and was identified in The Yakima
Republic as "one of the most prominent hop dealers of Seattle." Madeline Powell remembers,
"My Dad (Clyde) told us that his (Robert's) brother George told him to come." Maybe brother
George was pioneering in both Oregon and Washington. But I wonder if it wasn't Robert's
Uncle George. We know that the uncle had lived in Yakima, grew hops there and was in Sumner
(just south) at just the time Robert was in Seattle. Surely they saw each other. We know that
Uncle George went to Deschutes one year after Robert went to Yakima. By contrast, his brother
George was five years his junior and a street car conductor at the time. We also have no men
tion of George in Yakima. Not that it matters a whole lot. It seems Robert's hop business was a
brokerage as opposed to a farms operation, he being commissioned directly and solely to buy
hops. For sure the Yakima Valley became very important in hop history. Curiously Robert and
descendants didn't cross much with the Dobies or any of his Uncle George's line who also
were very big in Yakima.

Ella and Robert were divorced before the move to Yakima (though she was there for Clyde's
wedding in 1914.) Ella's younger sister Myrta had also married a Livesley, Robert's younger
brother T. A., though they too divorced about 1903. Myrta then retired to Seattle and shared a
house with Ella (Myrta died in 1931, Ella 1933.) Bud and Madeline accompanied their father to
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CHILDREN OF GEORGE AND ESTHER WADDELL LIVESLEY

GEORGE LIVESLEY JR.
the fifth of George and Esther children spent his first four years in England. He came to America
with his family in 1841, living on their new farm 30 miles from Cleveland. They almost didn't
make it here actually as the third ship in their travel was accidently rammed and sunk on Lake
Erie as they neared Ohio - a story George recounted in his mother's obituary many years later.
The family farmed and made friends here only a few years before going back to England in
1845 (George age 8) for another ten in Cheshire County. These were exciting years indeed, as
the county was changing rapidly at the forefront of England's growth into an industrial age.
The first passenger railroad ever powered by a steam engine was built in 1831 and ran be
tween Liverpool and Manchester, just north of Cheshire. Coal was mined extensively in the
east county and brought down to the canals (one through Northwich.) In the 1840's a railway
was built along the 'Great Canal' (through Chester) down to Birmingham in the midlands.
New factories of all kinds were going up complementing the old salt works, copper factory,
etc.. There was invention of all kinds. While George was growing up an English boy the world
around him was also changing rapidly.

While in England there were family matters too: grandmother Betty Horton Livesley died in
1850. In 1854 oldest brother Sam came home after six years at sea and married Margaret
Maddock in the Great Budworth Church. George's nephew Robert was born in 1855, the April
before they left again. And of course his own youngest brother, Alfred, had been born in 1847
and was growing right up himself. We see from the 1851 census of Cheshire that at 14 George
was an apprentice grocer (apple market) and a census enumerator with "beautiful handwrit-
ing.

At 18 he accompanied his parents and five siblings (Mary, Thomas, William, Betsy and Alfred)
back to America, this time to stay. The family was in Ohio again briefly (where brother Thomas
left the group) before moving to the Ironton area of Wisconsin, where they stayed twelve years.
In Ironton his older sister Mary wedded Martin Cooper in 1859. Here George took work - as a
farmer we think - and experienced the Civil War. His younger brother William Lamb Livesley
volunteered for the Sixth Wisconsin and was in the 'Iron Brigade' surprised in 1863 by the
dug-in Jackson. William was wounded in the thigh. Martin Cooper also served as did Betsy's
future husband William Stansfield.

Just after the War, George got married in Wisconsin - to a woman whose name we don't know
- and had two children: a daughter Cora and a son Charles. It was a hopeful time of marriage
for the whole family: George, then Betsy in 1865, Thomas (in Columbus OH) and William in
1866. First thing you know young Maud, Susan, John, Frank and Sam's two new ones William
James and Charles joined them. Unfortunately George's wife also died of the measles just

#^ then, while George was away in New York on business. This must have been a major shock,
and we know little about it. (The Reedsburg/Ironton area was very big in hop growing 1865-
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

THOMAS ALBERT LIVESLEY
the sixth of ten siblings was born in Ironton right at the middle of the Civil War. He was ten
when his father bought a ranch in nearby LaValle and the family moved. So Tom knew hop
farming growing up and presumably studied his father's affable business style as he went
along, possibly also coming to know the customer contacts in England. It was Tom who came
back from Oregon 1899-1901 to tend the farm while Dad went to England on hop business.

At sixteen he was listed by the census as "laborer." At twenty one as "carpenter." It's unclear
how far he went in school, but knowing he went very far in hops, he may have made that
business his full study fairly early. At any rate the young man broke away from the farm and
went west too, just when we don't know. If with his parents in 1887, he'd have been 24 years
old. If he traveled west with John Morrison in 1885 and was one of "the two Livesley boys,"
he'd have been 22. His daughter Patsy reports he worked at odd jobs for a while - among them
pulling stumps. We know that in 1889 Tom was a butcher at the same Seattle address as brother
George, a grocer. Ethel Garvin heard from her father Charles that Tom had a fish store. In 1890
he's part of "Livesley Brothers" hop dealers with Robert and George. "They were all on their
own I recall," Patsy relates, "looking for their fortunes." At this time their father Sam was also
establishing himself as a force in NW hop broking though at a different address.

In February 1890 Tom married Myrta Emeline Hubbell in Seattle. She was the daughter of
prominent LaValle farmer and judge Wellington Hubbell who had also moved to Seattle. This
family was very much known to the Livesleys in Wisconsin, and Tom's older brother Robert
had already married Myrta's older sister Ella. There is a charming letter from sister Lizzie to
Esther (Jan 1889) in which she speculates, "Tom may marry in the spring if her health is good
enough." I guess it wasn't - they waited a year. In 1894 Tom and Myrta moved to Salem,
Oregon [his residence is listed as Portland for a few years.] He was in hops, first leasing 20
acres and then acquiring the 260 acre William Holmes ranch a few years later. Salem recollec
tion was that Myrta kept much to herself. She appears in the family photo of 1891 and presum
ably accompanied Tom when he returned to Wisconsin to run his father's farm 1899-1901. But
they were not happy, had no children and divorced ca. 1903. Speculation abounds why he ever
married her in the first place.

Tom's business activities were ever expanding. The early 1900's saw him a good bit in Califor
nia - Patsy recalls he toyed with going into the grapefruit business there (he did have a melon
ranch where his nephew Frank lived awhile) - and at some point he met his second wife Edna
DeBeck in San Francisco. Edna was a Canadian, had attended Mills College in Oakland (class
of 1901), taken nurses' training and was working there at the time of the great earthquake and
fire in 1906. One story has Tom the patient (not of the earthquake) and Edna assigned to his
care. From their courting pictures it looks like Tom's friendly nature had come back into blos-

(^ som. They were married in Vancouver BC in September 1908 and Myrta became a closed sub
ject. Tom was 44.
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

WILLIAM TAMES LIVESLEY

^^ We know William less well. The Civil War and President Lincoln were both gone one year
when he was born in 1866. When he was 15 months Frank Lloyd Wright was bom in Spring
Green, 25 miles away. At seven William's father started the hop farm in LaValle and the family
moved over. We assume he grew up a typical Wisconsin boy at the middle of a large family.
His father was increasingly successful in his younger years, and we also assume he absorbed
first hand a great deal about hop growing and selling. Just when he moved to Seattle we don't
know but he was there by 1889, as he's mentioned in Lizzie's letter and in Seattle records as
single and a carpenter. In 1890 he appears as a "gripman" on the Madisoin Street Cable Rail
way, which I take to be the streetcar (brother Charles was a Front Street gripman the same
year.) He married Persis Atkins, the daughter of Seattle's first mayor Henry Allen Atkins, and
had a son Chester in 1897. "For a few years after her marriage to William James Livesley she
resided in Milwaukee," says her obit, "otherwise Seattle." What about San Francisco where
Chester was born, we wonder? His older brother Robert's obit of July 1936 gives as a survivor,
"William James Livesley of Milwaukee, WI."

The Seattle business directory gives some clues: in 1889 he is a carpenter; from 1909 to 1919 our
William James is listed as a "hop dealer" living at 4530 18th Avenue NE. For 1913 through
1919 Persis is mentioned with him. In 1924 and 27 we find him in the Yakima directory. And
the Yakima paper reports July 4,1911, "William Livesley of Livesley Bros., hop dealers" con
cerned about the weather." His older brother Robert - very much the hop dealer - moved to
Yakima in 1910. They may have been in business together in early days there.

My theory is that William - who went by "Bill" - and Persis separated in about 1920. He was
soon after a resident of LaValle, Wisconsin for about three years when he returned to Yakima
and worked with Robert and Clyde. In the late twenties he moved back to Wisconsin where he
stayed until his final days in San Francisco. Raw speculation.

There are several pictures of him, one as a young man in a studio with Persis, Vic, Esther and
John Morrison, one as an older fellow. He stayed close with sisters Vic and Esther.

Bill's father Sam died in Yakima in 1920. We find on his probate, "22 Jan 1921 - petition of
William J. Livesley of LaValle WI." We know the LaValle property was still in Sam's hands at
the time of his death, so maybe Bill moved back there then and ran it. The farm was sold by
Sam's estate to an Andrew C. Johnson with "possession of premises to be delivered to buyer
on or before March 20,1947." This would be four years after Bill's own death. How long he
was in LaValle we don't know.
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

CHARLES SAMUEL LIVESLEY
is the only one of the clan of whom we have a childhood picture - at seven years. And he looks
just like a seven-year-old today! We imagine him frisking about the Wisconsin countryside,
swimming in the Baraboo, studying at the LaValle schoolhouse in those promising years of the
70's when he grew up. Certainly he worked long hours on his father's hop ranch and got an
uncommonly good education in the field. In 1885 he was listed in the Sauk Co. Militia List,
eighteen years old. For some reason he stayed in Wisconsin when all the other children went
to Seattle, maybe to run the farm. He was joined there by his sister Esther and nephews Sydney
and Earl by January 1889 after their abandonment in South Dakota by Mr. West. Charles tells
us in a note (24 Sep 1943) that he himself arrived in Seattle in February 1889, and I'll bet Esther
and the children went with him. Cross country train service was well established by that time.

He shouldn't be confused with his cousin Charles A. Livesley who had a hardware business in
Yakima and is the son of Uncle George Livesley's first marriage (before Mary Birge.) Charles'
daughter Ethel Garvin remembers her father was briefly a street car conductor; indeed the
1890 Seattle business directory lists him as 'gripman' on the Front Street Cable Railway. On his
21st birthday (6 Jun 1889) there was a big fire in the city. Charles' daughter Ethel remembers
also that her dad lived in a Portland apartment on Fourth Street with George and sister Victoria
before her short marriage to Roderick McDonald.

His wife Agnes Nye was from North Vancouver BC. He was at a resort in Vancouver, she
admired his horse and... Agnes was born in England and was a Canadian by her family's
move to Vancouver about 1892. They married in North Vancouver 17 Dec 1901 (see letter.)

In 1901 North Vancouver was just a foothold in the great forest north of Burrard Inlet. It had a
population of 357 at the time yet was on the eve of a great boom. Agnes' brother G. George
Nye operated a photo studio there during these years and made many pictures of its stunning
growth. These are preserved in the book The Boom Years. Ethel and Margaret Livesley kept in
touch with their Canadian relatives all their long lives and collected much research about
them. They asked the bride's maid to recall the wedding of Agnes and Charles:

Dear Folks,

This is the account of the wedding of Agnes Nye and Charles Livesley, in December of 1901.
I was about 20 years of age then, and North Vancouver was in the bush. Mr. Livesley did not
arrive in Vancouver until 10:30 that morning. The ferry was the tug "Senate" which went between
Vancouver and North Vancouver about every hour, if she was ready. Only about 5 or 6 passen
gers went as a rule. If there was a strong odor of liquor we stayed outside. The landing was a
floating dock attached to a hinged pier with rope. Alfred Nye \fatherofthe bride] had the job of
putting a lighted lantern on it to show the ferry where to come to.
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

MAGNUS ALFRED LIVESLEY
We know very little about this man. He was three when his father started the hop ranch in
LaValle and seventeen when his parents moved to Seattle. The 1889 Seattle directory lists him
as "laborer," in 1890, a "teamster" living with his father. I have one note that he lived some
time in Yakima, but how long is unconfirmed. He did die there. He was not named on his
father's probate of 1920, being already gone. He is buried in the Livesley plot at Lake View
Cemetery, Seattle.

Magnus Livesley is referred to several times as the black sheep. Any family he had is un
known to me. From Pat Moriarty: "Magnus today would be a hippie, [vagabond? bum?] Esther
would 'know' when Magnus came to Seattle. She would tell Victor [Pat's father] 'Magnus is in
town/ don her hat, get on the bus and go to skid road [Pioneer Square]. Yes, she would bring
Magnus home, clean him up and feed him. He would stay awhile and then disappear. This
happened quite often."

MAGNUS ALFRED LIVESLEY
b. 18 Mar 1870 Ironton WI d. 14 May 1915 Yakima WA
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

SAMUEL WADDELL LIVESLEY
Samuel Waddell, the youngest, was known as Waddell. He was born the same year his father
started his LaValle hop ranch and fourteen when the family moved to Washington Territory.
His was a commercial and increasingly successful family, none the less out west where his dad
bought and sold Pacific NW hops in addition to his own from Wisconsin. The first date we
have for Waddell in Seattle is 3 July 1889. The 1890 business directory lists Magnus and him
boarding with their father. Other siblings were listed as a street car conductor, a dressmaker,
butcher and grocer - all making their way. The directory names "Walter" - in hops - and Carrie
in 1912. Since he definitely married Carrie Eddy in 1901 or 2, we're sure this is Waddell. Whether
the 1910 and 1911 mentions of Walter are our man are less clear. Then in 1915-17 Carrie ap
pears alone (as the "widow" of Walter) and in 1918 as living with Mrs. Robert Livesley. We
know the couple separated somewhere in here; it must have been before 1915.

He does then appear in the Yakima directories however. In 1911 and 1913 he's dealing hops
from the same address as brother Robert, then in 1916 also dealing hops but at a different
address. From Ethel Garvin's 1977 conversations with Waddell's daughter Winnie: "Waddell
and family to Bannamon (or Hannamon) ranch (leased it) to raise hops on one side of a creek
& Bob was on the other." Then in 1920 and 21 we find him listed as a "hay baler" and "la
borer." It sounds like he left hops in the late teens and went on his own. He was 37.

He became a produce dealer, mainly of potatoes. He was also with the Yakima sheriff's depart
ment, maybe a deputy. Waddell then linked with Maude Carr and moved to Tacoma. This
woman was like a second wife in many ways, raised Winnie, was much loved. She was at
Winnie's wedding to Ralph Lewis and they looked after her as she aged. Maude died in 1953.

We have one picture of him, with brothers Tom, Charles, and sister Victoria at brother Robert's
interment at Lake View Cemetery. The date is July 9,1936. He appears a handsome and up
right man. Bud Livesley reports him having blue eyes and auburn hair. After Maude died
Waddell lived with Winnie and Ralph for awhile, and ended up in an Everett nursing home
near son Harold. He had lived here five years when he died in late 1962.

CHILDREN
Harold joined the Navy before 1918 and was in 30 years. He married a woman named Madeline
about whom we know little. After the Navy they lived in Snohomish WA (near Everett), and
then in Friday Harbor in Washington's San Juan Islands. He had a leg taken off after his sailing
career (we don't know why) but, " got around pretty well." He was a Master Mason and for
awhile chief of his lodge. He died of a heart attack in Friday Harbor. He was 83, and buried at
sea.
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CHILDREN OF SAMUEL AND MARGARET MADDOCK LIVESLEY

GEORGE FREDERICK LIVESLEY
seems to have been an explorer, the family member out front, on point He was born in the
summer of 1860 just before the Civil War and took off from there. Father Sam established his
LaValle hop ranch in 1873, when George was 13, so we presume he had learned plenty about
farming and hops by the time he was a young man. In approximately 1882 he struck out for
New England where he met and worked with John Morrison, just two years younger. This
may have been in Maine on John's Uncle John's farm. In 1885 the two friends decided they'd
had enough of "the marine life" and left for Washington Territory. On the way they visited
LaValle where John met George's sister Esther, then Mrs. Arthur West. (George was listed as
"carpenter," age 25, in the Sauk Co. Militia List of 1885.) From Wisconsin they trained to Tacoma,
Washington with "the Livesley brothers" (Tom? Bill?) where they first went to work at a saw
mill on Vashon Island (that of Uncle William Lamb Livesley?) and then at the Henry Yesler
Mill in Seattle.

Ethel Garvin remembers that Aunt Vic came out to Portland with Uncle George (this contra
dicts the story above) and that Vic, George and brother Charles (Ethel's father) shared an apart
ment on 4th Street there before Vic's marriage. Ethel was shown this location. (Also that George,
and John Morrison sent sister Esther money to come from South Dakota to Seattle after Mr.
West took off.) George did make base in Portland many years; the 1900 census lists him there
(as "hop buyer") living at 546 Taylor with Vic and Harry Hart.

George seems to have married Ethel Webb about 1902. He was 42 that year. Census records tell
us Ethel was born in England and emigrated to America in 1901. We don't know how they met
or if she came west with her family. Their first child was son Rowland born in 1905. Her ID in
the family portrait of 1891 appears mislabled; the person shown is most likely Ella Hubbell
Livesley, wife of Robert.

We get some idea of George's activities from the Seattle business directories: in 1889 he is a
grocer sharing the same address (rooms and business) as his brother Tom (T.A.) In 1890 he's
part of "Livesley Brothers" hop dealers with Robert and T.A.. In 1907 (and father of 2 year old
Rowland) he is Manager of Webb Investment Company (his wife's family's firm?) He's then
listed continuously (with "RE" following - he died "real estate broker") from 1908 to 1914
when his name disappears. Ethel Webb appears with him 1912-1914, living at 2716 Washing
ton Street. Then 1915-1918 she is listed at the same address by herself as an "elocutionist" and
dramatic teacher. From 1919 to 1926 it's the same occupation, various teaching studios and
still no George. Then she moved to Syracuse NY and continued her teaching. My theory is
they separated or divorced in 1914 or 1915 and George left.
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