


Saturdy Beptember 15, 1962
Iheve decided to keep on keeping a journal of
sorts, for Ifind Imis:c the writing since I quit
the N story. Reading bick over past thoughts
an d emotions «nd again coming upon motives and
goals long since forgotten can be very helpful,
o Tfind.

‘Besides I am des erate y lonelyf-lonely for an
intimate withwhom I can be myself--who under-
ste ds and likes the things I like,

My lifse

fats Ve 7O DEe0D

014er.  ang wueh—yo e oPLeal y

_P%%Le’ e with whom I have nothin

v lth affgirs out of my orb12% Ido not regret
tnis too much, There is notihing I can do about
1t rignt now and still keepsingle-mindely to

.y present goals thet of giving my kids my very
bEst for tlie next: two yesrd, by which time they'l
be out of high school., Then--we'll see,

This I feel,is sy paramount goal right now. I
re«lized the other day why: beczuse I feel
™\ guilty for the we te and mist: kes I mede with
- ~my life; because I regret the burden of neuro-
ticism and unhappiness passed down to and thru
me frommy antecedents.

This is m; small eifort to contribute something
to the world--to mitigate somewhat the curse of
the past, It is my tribute to the future: my
three kias raised the very best Ican under the
circumstaunces,

This, tome, is the most important thing right
now,









I saw something new in N's attitude towar@ me—-
awe--awe of the AMERICAN. In spite ofthelr
appareat success they wer still "children of
the streets"--evicences of which I often faught
ageinst. seelng,

I h:d not been aware that N's fawning eagerness
and reticence might mean that he felt I was"\
impossibly above him, {

I began towonder If perhaps I hadn't been
COQUETTISH enough, for on re-reading it was
more apparent that he had come back to see ME-
to try again., Perhaps he had plamnned to get
alone with me., Certdinly he tried all that
afteinoon and he was simply goofy with de¢light
and joy the way the afternoon progressed,

What big, middle-aged,fam.ly-dominated babies
we were | We should h-ve both just gone out in
the country as we both wanted to do, instead
of giving in to the trivial demands of our
families, What amateurs at love we were--at
our ages |

Even that soul-déstroying disclosure about .m,
his girl friend, Nita, seemed different.

When I put it together with the other things
he s-id, it became almost a flattering intimacy,
He wes testing me, challenging me, lamenting
that I hed sent him off only to find Mexicand
and negroes and such to consort with. He
ceme back to look for & job--to stay--to see
1f I wanted him back--to see if it were at
all possible,

Eut he did not have courage enough to figure
1t all out and commit himself; and I was so
convinced of my unwantedness that I gave all
e wrong aunswers,

I wonder if N is growing up too late, tox
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