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Saturday the 4th

Dear Norna;

You see by the enclosed that Pop is reallv better. Think he did prettv good
for not having written for so long., and having such a shaky vlace to write, too, don't
vou? He has quite a bit of tremor in his hands and legs, but that will pass with his
weakness I supposse. I was telling him how wuch vou wanted to come un and he said that
wes poineg to bhe the first letter he wrote.

The Docter has told nim sowe of now sick he hes heen, that he was in the iron lung ete..
but. not that thev thot it was something in the brein; that, I'w afraid, is something that
would worry him too much. As it is, he tries to figure it all out, what happened end whv,
but most of it is a complete blank to him of course.

“e hns had no oxvgen now for two davs and night; s up in & chair a little while
vesterdav and looks and acts wmore like himself, thank heavens. %“e sure had us sczred there
for awhile, as wvou know. e let the night nurse go last night but will keep thne dav one
on for awhile. Docter wants to give him another s 1

®
o+

pinal to see if the pressure is holding
down ehere it should. I imagine it will be arnothsr week anvwav before they release him.

He wants to be able to get around some, g0 to the bathroom and such, before he comes hone.
After that it will be a gradusl thing, nateh. Whether the trouble is eliminated or will
occur argain sometime no one kmows but Time and he isn't telling! he will have to be prettiy
careful for a lone time I imagine.

He has really confounded the docters and us all bv making eny recoverv at all, and
as the ?octer seys "He still don't know what ceuded it or what his trouble is, really.”
S0 that 8 how it i3 at the moment. As it hapvened its well that you didn't come up, isn't
it, end saved your pennies for later on when we'll all bs back to normel...I hope.

Ant went home Wednesdav and Tiny blans to co about a week from tomorrow; looked into
wavs and means vesterdav end hzs decided to gc to Portland and take the Davlight from there
I ruess; its about half as much as flving, which she ccondidered too.

Now the anti~climax has sortaz set in and we are all kinda pooped: 3is is crabhby and
has a cold, Tinv has been working on one, too, and I don't feel so hot myself. I'm still
spending a good deal of time at the hosrital, tho now that Pop can read a little himaelf
and has the radic egein, I don't do much but sit and read and keep him comfortable. Went
up last night to see Jean Meed Dahlin and her new baby, about two hours after the baby was
born...a girl this time, and was she tickled. Named Harv.

The hills roll in, but the Docter bills weren't as bad as I had expected, which helps.
Its been an expensive month, as vou can imagine, but that's secondarv to the fact that Pop
is getting better...or the fact that he is here at all. If we onlv knew what its all been
about., tho, so0 we could take brecavtions. bUocter is 8till toying with the idea of & drug
peinening from all the "histamine" drugs Pep has been taking the past few vears;;;he savs
Cgoble have gone a litile crazy on these drugs, and Docters, too. and now they are heginn-
ing to think thev mav have destructive as well as curative bowers. For somwe peoble anvwav.

dall, Fliss is velling at me to come and trv on a dress she is making for me, 80 8pose
I'll hafta and more later. Hope vour phone bill this pest month didn't break vou up in
business; that the kids are all.well again, that spring is there, that the Harlkness problams
are absolving themselves, and sc on.
Much love to vou alil,
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Dear Ruthie, A a¢{q
I'm very glad I heard from you this morning. I thought Ttd die if

T didnt't. Have ‘sure missed yvour letters. Heen about two weeks since

Ttve written, hasnt't ite

ell, well--itts just tiat 1life has een so interesting. Somebody
wants 16 of Edwardts songs for $1,0000 apiece; the grocery man insists
on delivering me free groceries; the kids have decided to get their o
own meals and do thelr washing--and with Fdward itts just love !love!
love levery minute till a girl never has a moment ! Diya belive ite

No,--like everyone é&lse--wetve been having a hell of a time/ Dennis
has been very sick; the dentist is suing; .all our checks are bouncing,
bouncing, bouncing; the cupboards are bare, bare, bare; everybody
wants money, money money and we actually donftt know where the next
meal is coming from; the school dintist says Michael has cavities in
his permanent teeth; the doctor says Dennist! testicles havnt!t come
down and he should have some shots--also his "birtimark' should be
tak en care of;the weather is gloomy and cold just from man-made Smog
etc. ete--arentt T DULL?

What nave T done? Did T write you dbout my trek with the trhee kids
to the library and park, That was two weeks ago, because the booxs
were due y#g¥E¥ PCatur day, The library is nice,and so is the park.
Getting tie tired kids home with a load of groceries in Saturday
evening traffiec was not nice; Julie darted out into traffic the way
they do and I nearly died of fright, But we got home,

Then I have been out on my grocery procuring battles, which are not
fun,

Then I went out with Dennis and Julie in search of a doctor' one day
and walked nearly to Medcalfts restaurant before I founf one whom T
didntt like and couldntt pay.

I1!'ve been sideways to the neighborts to phone a doctor, TItve been
tackwards to the neighborts to check to see if I wanted any of the
crap which she was giving to the Salvation Army, TI!'Vé been across
to the neigiborts to preturn a baby syringe, - And Itve been down the s
street to the neighbort's to consult about getting rid of three kittens
some cther neignbors nkindlyn gave the kids,(They 've disappeared at
last--T don't know where, Tvery kid in the neignborhood took them
home inhopes of keeping them and they always returned till I swear %
thought they'd be old enough to be having more kittens before we got
through,) So you see, adversity gets you acquainted when rreendlines
wontt, The girl across the street nad her baby--a girl, Have to go
and watch her and her troubles some day !

Visitorse The man came with tlhe summons, A weeping lady came wiht
Junior to show me the welts my child and his friend had inflicted on
Junior, Henry and Bebe came for Henry to say goodbye before she set
off on her travels. Maxine and Robert have been down several times
as they do when Henry's gone, Helped eat up the one good dinner werve

had the other night, but we had fun.

Those are my contacts with the world--the constant rubbing of elbows
witi onets gellow beings that keeps onets(scial consciouness jus?
sparikling ! The rest of the time I have been coopedup ¥IY{/P taking
care of Demnnis--and the hou%g_and the kidg_etce - e
p11 those who have someéthing interesting to do may now U S|
mhose who care to wade through hell and ﬁlgh water with me may read on-—



Julie goes to the toilet now--when we remember to take her, ©She
talks, a lot. (like her mother). Her hair is getting browner and
browner, She is outgrowing some of her donations. Would it be
foolish toc send them on to that rieh Miss Judy Jacobsen?

Dennis is growing up--plays peek a booj; patty cake fe-ds people and
all that there Jjunk, T dontt kioow what his illness was—-a severe
cold T guess, Anyway he slept and threw up for two dsys and nights
solid and ran a temperature (rectal) of 102-103. It was Pightening
to see our big bruiser so weak and listless and I, ersaonlly, was
scared, ®dward wasntt--and therefore wasnt't much moral help. But
he finally pulied out of it and seems fine now, I fully expegted
to see all three of them Lresk out in something, but they didy§for
which Tt'm.sincerely tha kful. Iearned a lesson there because I1d
been beesfing about how mucn trouble they were, And the other day
I was GLAD to have Dennis pulling tie kitchen to pieces under my
feet--at least he was well !

Michael, too is growing--they DO, ytknow, ‘Yesterday I wore his sock
to tie store be ore T redlized my mistake., Have a new theory about
his asthma or else it!'s just an excuse to use the vacuum,. (thakks
for the book--I wished I had it...I'm Clyde'!s daughter, ytknow.)
Anyway now it se ms to me his atiacks are relatiwe to the amount

of dust in his room and under the bed--so Itve been kecping it very
clean wit . the vacuum -and oil d rags etec, and it seems to help.

But I suppose something will explode that tieory.

will co ninue with a hodge podge of ideas asthey come because I can
see life is getting ready to grab me by the neck again any minute---
Have so much to say dn shouldn't say any of it--shouvld be noble and

keep my mouth shut,....

Does Tiny EVER stop fixing her house? Hope she decosntt regret some
day that shetd let the house go a little and spent more time on her
kids. (Dontt tell her T said so--I can Just HEAR her ¥ And wahtts
wrong with getting excited over a new toaster--the spoiled brat?

T'm so mean and nasty and broke that Tt'm going to trade the Revere

pan in for trade ( the only thing theytll do) instead of giving it

to Tiny or Henry. Convinced myself tnsy really didn't need it. Yell
now if any objections.

wWould like a picture of Judy--any.about?

Henry zand Harry are going by train--in private compartments, Henry!
first experience with traveling decently. Says she has been shopping
overy day but won!'t say whatts shets bought. From wihat Ttve heard
tho--they sound old ladyish and dull--knit suits ntstuff,

Rebe fell in a store and splintered her arm so Maxine has her: out nere,
taking care of her, OSome people make a profession of perpetual slignt
invalidism, Meow ! (i~ :

T'u not smart, Ttm just one of these people who has to ruminste and
chew their cud--like a cow, Ask Rdward if It'm smart !

¥axine and Robert are quite in a dither about the bank party Roberti:
throwing at their house Thursday night (with Henry's permission. T
told you, didnit T?) Sounds like itrs going to be 2 drunken brawl

to me and they just took advantage of Robertt!s youth to get some place
to throw it.

T was quite upset about Hazel, or did I wrtie you thate (I am losing
my mindl) She always seemed so nice, and sweet and shy. Dreamed abo.t
Rdie and Parbara and all of them before your letter came, Was SO busy
talking to them I overslet. TEAT



Thatts where all the money is--in those slot machines up there !
- T wondered | Temme at tem !

There are kids beginning to appear n every doorway will have fo quit
®njoyed Mrs. Piggle-wiggle excpet T thought and found Michael thought
too that it was too moral in tone. :
My .my how many changes you have up there, Willhave a lot to check

up on when T -come up next summer wontt I?

Have a couple pages here I wrote in a black moment, Retter delete
them ad Just give you the gist of it--won't do anybody and good.
Dontt know what in the world Edward is going to do about the dentist
thing. Reely feel that hets old enough to start getting himself out
of some of these scrapes--hets the one that gets into tem, Henry an
Harry and Clyde and I have taken pretty good care of him for years
now and Itm getting damn fed up with suffering for his rashnesses,
or whatever it is, 8o was Niss Gashweller, Thatts why she sued him
for that 1ittle bill dn 'SP '
Ttm tired of things like 1living like I did around Ymas --yet being
presented with a highly impractical, pearl gray $30/suit--then being
sued for a dentist bill that was due then., A nd teing elaborately
wined and dined on my birthday and cashing in a bond for groceries
the next week (really @) Maybe some women like things like tuat—-
and a little bit's all right--but if Edward ever thought about other
reople hers know T didn't....ngt year after year after year,
al thought T7td picked a "winner financially, but T lkmow now 4+ didn'.
A "winner" isntt always broke and borrowing and racing through _
every cent het's ever had and insurance policies and bonds and other
peo plets money the way ®dward has ever since I!'vé known him, And IM
getting too o0ld to keep thinking peoirle will suddenly change and be
different after ten years, T urged him to join the musiciants
union because T thought that'd be some .rotection for a person like
him, but het's chosen to cuit it.

Yet werll all go on taking care of him--one nas to once itts started.

And people like him only crack up and cause more trouble when left

to shift for themselves...and tiio he's no fincanecial wizard he thinks

he is(and never redlizes he brings a lot of this stuff aon himself

and hets as nice as any other guy to be poor with, T suppose ete.

ete,

Tdidently I shouldn't go on 1like this because itts gesting very dif
ficult to write,

Have thoug t lately that every time a woman has a child she alienates

nerself morc from the world of men and teir ways and finally gets

to ¥} viewing men as one views a giraffe at the zoo, How dc you feel

when vou see a giraffeeo Well that's the way I feel about men }

Am going to suffer for those unkind words, I see, for as I wrote them
the kids worked over a box of SODA crackers on the floor I vacuumed
this morning. GOODBYE !
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My, ### isn't your family full of news this month? Bud%s
by-line; Roddy's s the Chambreaus law-suit; Sissy
taby ; Paulars trip etc. ete, !

Tim very torilled apout Madeline, though I siiall wowwy,
wuwwy, wuwwy about ker. T hope to be ke t phsted. Tell
her Tor godls sakes to keep that stork chained in the back
yard, too ! She would be so qui<t about it, wouldntt she?
And telJ me, is @ small Bm called an '"n"? I immediately
got out two boxes and stryggled to decide which old baby
clotiies should go to the good will and which to Sis. Most
ended in the Good will as, somehow, I've given them pretty
goocd use lately. he things that were left were mostly the
pretties and impracticals that didn't get usea very much,
and if T didn't use them wiy should she want them? However
the only way to decide such a thing }s to send them and

do as you like, A good many -f them are sentimantal things.
vsimow-~-Tiny mace some, Henry made soue etc,

Yes, Lifets article,gave me quite a 1ift, BulL, of course,

I notice the men didn't read it | At least not Rdward. e
doesn't care To have it pointed out that I'm saving him
$10,000 a year etec ! Glad to have it proved statistizclly
that these so-busy yeard& willi calm down eventually, GCot a
kick out of lots of thin s they said like that gal that said
girls should study in college to the sound of babies crying,
ete, |
Where do you get that family of four stuff? Every time I
courtf noses I get five ! humph !

¢ / .
Tell me ab ut bthe stinky horrible aphrtment the Batons have.
Am curious,

Back to your other letter, Ruth--Rxpect Henry back next

week end --and Harry. We're all sure waiting for that ecar |
Pop} T reaily thought about Fathers: Day, but, as usual didntt
get anytuing done about it.-+ T've already thought of making
bookcases out of that dumb nfirev place, but want to wait
till the kids get big enough to stay out of things,

oh yes, the other gr at news is that Dennis nas been walking
for about a week, Started before he was eleven months old,
Any runners up for that record? (in the family)  Cute., e
just like a little red rooster ! He weighs 25 o/4 pounds
(julie weigns 27) Seems so fumny to hpve them both putting
around ! He points at everytuing now with a fat forefinger
and sajs-(ve / clearly) uzzat-un? which I'm surg means
"whatts that oneon.

Michael is a very happy child since shooles out., The first
day he got a crew of kids togethh.r on liis own nook and had
them clean all the weeds out of the back yard--did a good job,
tco ! Sometiiimes think schoolt!s too much'discipline for kids
wiien I see how much more.relaxed they are out, He had a
perfect report card, [riterally., ®wmat does.one do now? All
A'S and ali the highest mark inthat 1list of things about
their behavior tuat they put on cards these days. Also he
whip edout a piece of music Bunday-left-hand chords and all--
thatss really pretty. He wants REdward to give him lessons.



What were all those things I was going to write about? wWe
went up to Harknesses last Sunday. WMaxine sure keeps the
place up a lot better than uenry doss--it looked swell--and
she gave us good food, too, Then I actually bundled up the k=8
kids and went up for a. couple hours the other afternoon.

Can see that Dennis walking is going to free me somewhat,

Have a lot of jJottings nere for a letter I never got written-—-
also the Begimning of a father's day poew tnat neve got any
farther, They all geem outdated now so won't send tep.

Things like--Poor T.iz and asthma--GAWD ! Your lamps sound good,
Got an announcement from Howie and Jeanie, §Still have tne ten,
Thanks for the last.) oh well herets some of tem anyway--if -
youtll pay 5 cents for Tiny's letters- you ougiita for mine,

ovls 1inS and her troubles?

ph yes, would you be pleased to xnow that the neighbor girls
and T are gottdéng VERY chummy? Decided T just had to get out-
side myself, The most congenial one--because slic has t .e two
little boysy-is moving though--always my luck |

Vell, T'm very sleepy. Will be glad when life easgs into
something beside work and sleep,.

T coulnd!' nave written this letter if you hadn't reléived my
worries, Clydie--I do a.preciate it, If happiness nas any-
thing to do with a great sense of relief yourve made us ha,.,; |

For: anon--
) much love,

T,orna
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The sleeping was a problem, I thought it wo 1ld be smarter to
leave arrangements more or less up in the air till T learned more
aLout everybody's sleeping habits, but 1 see now I should hav: laid
dowvn the law in the beginni.ng and saved a lot of bickering. i B
t&_a_,ua. il '9"(0‘

ves, Judy IS cute-~--afteryou get used to ner smgi;n€§§7’ She has
such starry eyes, I think Roddy looks more like Jake,” Tiny had a
nice, NFW look when she stepped out, and Jake was browbeaten into being
very congenial. T don't consider Judy especially spoiled--perha,s
tadly handled sometimes——-siie seemed wuite normal To me--so ma;be mine
are spolled, too., Tiny's the spoiled one--wow |

e went for a ride Priday and finally saw the famous tar pits
and the xmas trees, They are pretty--really the prettiest xamas decor
T1ve 2ver -secen.,

Tiny seemed to think it was awful for Jake to want to visit his
relatives, but it didn't botlhier us nearly as much as she thought it did,

Anyway, all in all, T'm glad they came and I feel like a new wolians
Ve needed such a thing to point out to us our troubles are mainly
circumstances and not personalities,



My other news
out to be impetigo |
up--hope they didn't get it,

is that a
Nuts !

stubborn breaking out on Dennist
And r.ght after Tiny
Anyway everyone tried to tell me it wasn!

face turned
Just got Judy cleared

so I didn't take him to the doctor's until today, and now it's gotten so
tad T'm going to have a hell of a time--ripht before xmas, too.

3 ) oo ~ Sy~
> o3 - \
o2t C. l !
. re. *
oy v
)
-9
KN
1." e e b s

list n o

[ ~ creve s
e : s
v -
1 B o 1 ..
) —‘\(. Q 1
B ve .. _— Ll
, 1t o P - rwosovs Atte
H g DT
a 1 LYhis T
B _ l »
. . 1-
. s e e oL
SRR : - "Lt CcO
" - o o i {
.
.o . L
AN .
(et 2l -
= 4. A .
S . e La »
11 — - : e
. [ , 4
. . ol i,
! i .
vt ) C -
! = T Uy
= = Yy

3 , 7
' A 4
s ~.
o 4£j§iﬂi'i '

iw the poem, and lov
Yes, mood is over,

Sis doesnt'tlook one bit
Tsntt clyde A TTHE FIGIRE OF
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preg,
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d Harry are staﬂ{ng back this
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Poonoy A I've Ltried to
' -aren't you
“eite you

of the [Agde

vooo et everything
LA is year and
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" f L. We've had
PLvoo big Santa

ig
., tecomé nothing

' ' like some hohly
o . kids to do for

apetigo all
S . labtels in time-—
s L tooonly an
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week.

damter.,

A MAN——ynm !
weather is eking out some rain,

iy high school course in Journalism makes me agpreéciate

the

size and position of Pudrs by-line,

Diariesfe—mmmm———wait till T
How can the Ioh§onrs aff'ord
]

C OIme
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65 guests®
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love,

1,0rna



Dear tuth,

T know, T know, Ttve bet :
struggling with impetigo *@° - - , i
and a cou.le corny home 1. '
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ought to keep it it was so nice,

Mike was very ;
started somethingt

That dish c¢loth you sent is really soemething., T

Vonday

I - b
C‘/‘Lb\\‘glq% l

A} - -
1
. N\
<
» F .
i cin
1
—+ L ]
b
] N
e ~
- - I
3
-
.
y - o
3
"1
AY
4.

- — S Y o
pleased with his dollar as yowu see, Hope yoil haven t

like it, Did you

try one? Tive been louking for a kind of dishcloth that woulan't

Ect SoUr,

T don't blame Tiny for not wanting to spend xams

alone, fNolly, thatts

one time T dontt like it either. will never forget how homesick T

was in Wonolulu that year,

I think the impetigo is licked. That penieillin
stuff !

ves, my pen works, tho Itll admlt not as well as
one, Suits me fine, tho,

clitment is wonderful

FEdwardts expensive

vesm T always liked Burke and always thought he get somewhere,
T haven't taken on any more weight than T had when you saw me last
spring, but I was heavier than usual then-~heavier than I uded to be

in S®,
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s : o psirit in this mmild" c¢limate--xmas is
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well, lo tsof love and merry xmas !
to all-—-thouga T do hope to writ
again before then,....

~ L.orna
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