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December 24, 1947

Dear Lorna:

Here 1t is that time of the yeer egaln when everyhody is filled
with the spirit of doing and giving and trying to crowd ényo a few short
deys a lot that they should huve been dolng thruout the yser. ind I sm no
exception: I am writing this on the eve of Christmas when I should have written
several létters. to you sifcg seeing you:

e tuke so much for grented :-slnde Yom writes you so regularly and
I get s chance to read your letters in reply, 1 assumd thdt you know that I would
weite to you if Mgm didn't and I did not heer from you. I slso assume that
because mothers know so much better what datighetrs and 11ftle kiddles want and
are.so much more gualified to select such things that you should know that I
love you and think of you end your femily even if I do nothing to show it, So,
maybe, I have assumed tco much snd should do something to impress upon you that
I really do care even If I am delinquent in expressing mykelf, So If this Xmas
spirit which is so prevelent has impressed me enough to convey to you some alight
expression of my feeling, i1t has been worth while.

Your letter is.the inspiration for this letter and I assure you that
I can really appreciate your feelings as you expressed them aﬁ-lfhavh, ag you say
been thru the same.situetion, dnd it 1s nof pleasunt to say the least but ten years
from now 1t wlll =11 be forgotten. As you grow older you apprecliate more that 1t is
greater to give then reeslve gnd 1 think that this hus 8 lot to do with your feelings.
How would you like to =it down and order presents thaf you knew all the reciplients
vanted for. el1 thosa you lowed mithout thought as to the expense? You wnuldn‘g
care if you got enything in return orf not; would you? That is just-what Hem is doing
now after & great many years of what you are going thru now and she 1s getting tha
thrill of & lifetime from it. So don't worry your pretty head ebout that list you
sent: 1ét her go end have her enjoyment and let me have the plessure of not having
to hold here down, for onec, for financial reasons. To us you are still klds end
your kiddles are you over agein: there were some pretty lean Chrlstmases and Hom
is just trying to meke up for what she would have liked to do all her 1life. She
couldn't spoll you when you were & kid and I doubt if she can now, so let her keep
trylng: she loves 1t.

Iam sorry I have delayed getting this burst of wisdom off in time to
reach you by Xmas, but ever Il a little late & very ilerry Christmas to you and all
of your s and may tl4e Hew Year be more kindly and prosperous. Lot and lots of
love toyou all,

Dad

ilom says to tell you your Dpeclel Dellvery packege serrived.
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January 2, [,948

Dea r Handsomes,

well, it was a swell Christmas and thank you a pmiliion times I
Popts letter today made me feel better about it--in fact it made me
weep, but dontt tell anyone, i

The day before Christmas was pretty wild, Julie smasied her thumb
with a kbig rock and suffered all day, I was isolated with her and
pennis and no aspirin. WMichael had gone down with Td and the Harknesses
to see Pebe, Max was very busy brewing her sumptious feast for us
the next day. The day was very warm with carols-—--mostly by Bing Crosby
tlaring out over the valley on a public address system--zand it made me
mad to like it.

I was busy trying to bte ready for anjtlln»——Jou know-~-Fdward might
bring someone home, the Harknesses were to come for a few drinks and
bring their presents; Max wanted to stay all night to see¢ the kids
oren their stuff n the morning--not to mention what the KTDS them-
selves intended----so we were all clean and neat and pretty for-—--

the frantic evening that followed. Fdward came home, tired, dis-
gruntled and sober, The studio xmas party, it seems, was very miserly
and he only got ten dollars tonus etc, ete, The Harknesses couldnt't sty
because Henry thought 1t unwise to expose Harry too long to liguor, as
hetd veen tareatening to go on a binge. Put they put a crimp in what
drinkingthere was as Robert apreared with his girl friend and they
nad to chaperone THAT little deal, [ couldn't drink much because the
kids were ewidently catching the flu and screamed and screamed till
midnight—<MpST unusual | Pesides Ihad a splitting headache--I cantt
imagine WHY ! Rdward defaulted on his usual xmas spirit and went to bed
leagving Maxine and me to do all the work, So I fell in alout 2 a.m,
and fell out about———-

seven, It was funny. Max slept on the floor in the living room.
rt dayllbut it was guite obvious that all three of us grownups were
awake listening (and hop ping) for the first kid to wake, but none of us
would admit it, Then thcrw cameé a toot from a xmas horn way back in
‘richaelts room, Max giggled---and we were off | lhe rest of the mrnong
T remember as only a daze and maze of paper with me coascicnt#ously
trying to forece Jjuice and cofiee down everyonets taroats ahead of the

increasing amounts of candy....

Robert has taken up where his elder brother is leaving ofif and had
bought a bottle of scotch--which, being an amat=ur drinker, he found
afterwards he didn't like. However I am no amateur and proceeded to
build up my xmas spirit soon ofter the fifth present was opened., So
by the time ®e went up to Henry's for an afternoon dinner T was feeling
right fine , thank you, and T had a lovely day, Max!s dinner was
lovely and it is 8n good to esat out |

T say Max's dinner because s e nas taken over the major cooking
achievements and, like the ministert!s children, who always go to the
other extreme--she does a thorough, nice and very dainty job of it.
We had a centerpiece and a tablecloth and silver and dishes even |
(Henry always just puts a big bowl of something on the table AL/
which is NoT set, and then itts every man for himself,)

we-all fell into bed w en we got home and slept till nine am——
also most unusual | nh, everyone except me--I sat down after everyone
else was in and had »v xmas, I sorted, and gloated, and beamed and

ound things T didn't know we'd gotten, I suppose you know all about
these mamast! xmases, Ruth ¢



L quge,
reaction L.So Ttll sit here in my nice, new warm pajamas and tell
you about gverything.

e ———— ——

the Great CnoHUBr‘ﬁhw
want to tell you about each thing, If T1'd sent somsbody such
, &ernerous amount of expens¥ve gifts T14d want to know their

vy favorite kres&nts- (ﬂrcn!t T 1wy motherts daughter )
’”he pictures of you and clyde, They COdeP't be better.,.I like

f

(

Sy

tQAm so much Letter than studio ones.,.I wept right into my
housework when they came,..l love them....

the camera and the films., oh joy ! Mike took the old one--so now
I have one for me at last. Used it yesterday and itts wonderful
will send some pictures (prints even, maybe !) as soon as I
can///

gur magazines, oh, how T'd miss tem if they didntt comel Wetlre
excited about "pacifie pathwayst,.,.Breathed a sigh of relief
when Retter Homes came today as T gidntt get a nbotice,..As Fd
says Time mag alone is a gift....

-~

My purses,...witii the cahs box Tiny sent le——yum ! My only feeling
of power somes from sdueezing, milking and man11ulat1n5 nmy ®loo
a month--tases some milking these days, too ! that big, black
one is ideal for me, ..:

The book of poems--have collected many of those over the years,

not knowing who did thembt-see he just died--feel as if L could
have written then,..

the foodstuffs—--the apples, the candies, ete,--Youtve no idea how
it helps--we've been getting along without such daintiesy..
Your latest box came today--the one with all the tin foil in
it--pa !Hunger !{Foiled again !

the clotiies--S0 badly needed and sc just right--so Lorna, snall
we say--the lipstick and the cream--all of then sueh a morale -
1if't for a tlr_d ILaMa . « «

my boxes--(including the stamp box Max gave me,)the niece woooen
bo  the apples came in--the money box Tiny sent--the guilted
stocking box Wax gave me to copplete the cnes you sent--Itve
anted some of those things for years--silly, isntt 1to,
This was a box xmas for me. ...

the calendar--JJ°T what I.meant, Had Mike get me a day-bg-day
also with Northwest photos--so Ican sit right down and be really
nomesick nNow,..

the household items--especialily the magnagrip; 'he iroing board
cover; the pastry set; the clock (Harknesses gave us a wall
clock }

wax also gave me two tne: look! dark silk stockings and a silk
scarf, so you see, just.¥E'perscnally did very, very well....

thanks.



wardts Thank-yous. ]

Those are beautiful shirts—--both the T. and the wnite | How much do

you have to pay to get 2 T, shirt that washes so nicely?

He is guite impressed witih his named-matches--he's one of these people
tlaat loves to see his name spr ad around on thin.s..z2lso the cork-man

Mike bouz Tt him a tie for 60 cents-—you were -askiiNg....

He certainly fared well where he worked--sbout 25 presents in all
ineluding .2 fifthe of 'whiskey, a dozen ecartons of cigarettes, sox,
Jhankies shaving lotion galore etec,...

The Harkies gave him.a.szirt and an impractical white sweater |

yakets thank-yous.

His big three are--the erector set with eletric motor we gave nim..
was a little dubicus about it rememcering RFudi1s
tantrums, btut 'hers swell about it, Must say Mike

geus.onet's moneyts worth out of expensive toys...

the chemistry set, 'Did you sena thate Gee, it!'s
a honey and ne loves 1t--he dotes on stuff lixe
that anyway--also those booklets-yhetls way ahead
of me on that stuff now--I fell panting Py the
wayside,

a wonderful roller printing set from The Harkies.

He also got a-sguirt gun, a spark gun, a bolden Bible, a radio from
Tiny, & belt , a foottall and shings 1.don't know who " sente———

paliers thank wvous,
The bpother—sister set is very, very cute on them and I like it. Tiope
T got some pictures of them ,..they wore it up to Henry'!s xmas day.
Her dresses and slcks are so darn cute on,.surs needed some pants to
keep her poor 1il legs warm, ©She and T dressed up and went sho,ping
the next day--just us two--fun,,,

The dishes, the doll, tiie books, sox pants, purse all foom YOU?

The cute plastic dress hangers? “he got another _urse but muc difierent-—
that black tnets cute--just like mamats, Who sent that amaxzind plastic
glassware? Gea, 1it¥s cute, T cantt get over how real it looks,., I
can't get ov.r plastic.

te got her a triecycle. Henry gavw ner a darling mahogany rocker for
which she made a needlepoint seat, Wax gave her the doll,y knov...

Dennis! thank yous,

Max and Bob gave him a big panda like the one yougave him b ecause I h
“has to vmurdern the othcr one ( gee, I felt mean) He wa sleceping with
him and he was all infected with impetipo.

gis ttoot" (the wooden car) is his favorite toy. Funny now boys go
.for those thin s and giris dontt...

Those bloecks are wonderful, arenttthey,..the other things he got T
dontt k ow who cawe from which, but I know he sure needed some things
to play withi,,.

We got him a small wagon andHenry gave him a peasant chair tuatris
sguat and fat and sturdy like him....

Thank you,



Ir . 38 7 /
A, Yo
R 47678 (L -«w‘// 5

. . ;
- ,,w7 /‘t( gL/ .-“(,54«7 e 707 //uc& ‘Zoﬂ/, ((, // L Apc 'S"""./

S

liwd /Lz/dm7 2% V/mé/J bvum X

,/ il ,(,,uf ZZ,L/, =T Tee %/]( Levyp Mcr/f/(f) — iz 4{ “%pu L[,%J,
fddwf Strd A S U (/ wkiew =1 Aol ot };/j 7 bz,

f
}})/Lé/?./fft( 7/ (28 5"’46/ 756]-‘ -) "1/6:((7/ _r’i—”v'wé’*’/i ? ey Nl

/7 _, >
¢ 5"5 A o o Uiaoc Htaer e ded "“ﬁy [loinn) e rlotsgl!

J U

.5

i S il . T T N e & 'ZZ«J A (Gredl U 8- /L"a.)

i jz’Cﬁ?[Lcuc £, ,[/L.U,/d/ Z {(ﬂ.{,\«__ e /vg/‘m //w/‘; ZQf /z/,ca[
dud /émw/ZZZ ///cm/b/w % Z;/ Wpee S0, Tl wigre 4

I Y 2ol £ d;(., ok 7‘”'/1-. Qe Y /u_’é'// oAt ,(q(,/* /,,—.a

ZZLW,; a0 & fiaeng Aafo Cane o Z'?M/w Yrrens T O

}
.'/ B S /f«-///t v "-?xlf Z/{{f«/zd Z?{% va 2 ({L—J‘f’“?( Yece,

- [/

n [ /(V&Z.,z":/j <& ,// /cca Py, / a,/( v w«e‘ Lk«/g

At \\-

P L
“ /»’{ L/,é Sals 434’ P J’j-ﬁ %‘/ Vhis  Feo M, T Z"o-:7 //7

aly Aﬁtﬂ( (- Seiu bewees —4 ﬂ-/ e/(d 2 S 4/ /,1 &
Propll i Ifalee: g el e ) 72‘,7 <Teitf
I(hafe/k%f cfilfé“wu/ (e ét""‘*"tﬁ" -/z—l’/n-‘w- "/’Mfﬁ'»ta / C.:dzr <

: . / - e Sne bt 2 44 7Z<7¢ﬂ_-
wnd guly, Cl @tvice: (7/'“7—’/‘7 %/ “‘f/ C/L = ,ﬁ’ |
%”/ ,—’__ C(/ L.(y/p;( /4{‘7{!/ a7/}’i. /UT 4"/{_’. 7%‘]}/71 k::—:___.(_).—

v

/ Vi / //-’CL/(. ¢ ’-’/7- ylé el ’t""“/ 2"”“"""""’ Z"’-"I’-‘-—( /Z\ﬁ/

’Z'-C/ o e (,_,"":-L )..L _,._/() A ¢ P 29 zf-—s‘. pé«\.«/&,é é)? d///V\.- /(_'_’ &/4’ e
e /
(0 Sl sdsh atoitn S

J 2 /. d £4 ( a. Al{bé-é/
}7- wed e }‘z A e 2t 5K o e
,’):L/L}ﬂif %(/S/.If o 6’”’7{ / {//élﬁt’/hx y )wc/' KLiee H_J /

e e o b Lt o st

‘/7?/412/:,9: ﬁ:?;/& y -/-—/V{,; e Lt Zl’;,/_/ ] / Woge 2 e [« 27
l

1/,“164/:/76_145( /:: f lece cfruff(,/ 4._//' R4 /J Ca /, ./z, »/- J’»/&/’
(1N 6"&4 {/- 11‘ 74‘\/ oY 2‘ "[L.C/-/‘- A pdyy // L ﬂ % | ;

s . T

//417' ~>€c7 C/w/ Z=7 .L7 ¥ o) Oy

c@g d/; /(,./ QZ'!«/L({/. (14:/ —é/ dj/’aﬁ?/éf "(41“( /'%/8‘_// /h&’

"/'/ﬂ-z.'—’;/ -[1)7;—27% _\H



75) a .
/ e o e g /(/ /bl o g

- : / “ _P —
So /e /fé%qﬁ' é Cocree. The — s ~t¢f

50 . A g, Lo o,

,,-%,’l;*-—b/ ?(2:.’,.’,?‘ > ,{-"(’0‘(, Ar- /p{ 'g,le«“g Q,’é{ 7&%’_’/ / .g -'u// /:ﬁ d A B
MUu-’L{ /]I/l-,,_/L 7’}/1/?/ 5?«0"1«.7— 47_.___ 7’0 «{/ / "'- ’é‘—éf/( .7
//mf/z,[ _»/u.d( 'VL/‘"/V" i

— :--Z) 3 SR

) A él_b/kj/fy‘ «,444,:%4;( — 2y /,4 N /»1 v;/!’“ et —
Z)L .Q@//;-)a g Sy - Soik — S VU A, g 5 Al «
e I | Zf fZL/ 7yw~ TR /‘gf/_/% [io é/&’ﬁ
/Z;;:_.y o Yol O’% Sk {M o —anid ZE«M Z

//Z"/ ()1’/ J/". — ALl Ll /{_; ﬂdu/d){r_ ZZEM /-Jé] '_Cyf / A )
7/“”" / /}_3 Z‘mz/tzm/»f Yt | Ao Az /7 i ,QW(

4 uv;.z) -4/fé Ve, — /Lﬁ\ /‘{td ;/-_

& Zuﬁ"ﬂ-" /l[‘,-L /L(/’U”' 4704 Sg /L HL [l g ]
/[2"7// > j/ﬂ/.«,x_ /LZM,&/ /4'///4 TN / 7“‘54/2:&_

% tey ge 8l poeradLpgl

/1.4&«{_, '7‘"/"-0..& Olé//‘, & /w.y 2
747 Y Tl ,/i’/g/«) WAl LetAhgar ZZg, o0 (_J[é(

J,v/c, f 7/_/ //é,.z{/ ¢7L /Zfz&l ﬂA{_M_ ;«.,f,é[c//r/ Vi
f/gff‘ WO ety — 71— Ty u{c/fz/»f 6& /‘44»/4//0;(44&/ 4 fé}{ /
./ZU?(, (/LL L [[ 73 /%{rt,g/ 2 Zé’izzg_ ZZ¢ 67/‘?/{/ — y/ r féﬂﬁ/ L’c.'r_,»

7 5 5
L foreive Swall clectizi /mez o

b 7 s
;}444{ -— 7’4.«:4/7L 2y af A )’ Az, o\ %i ° l/

kﬁ/ ,/ e s vgé’(//z,a //f /?L( 7L’/j;7 l//%/{/\p Z/ ﬂ _/
‘L‘fizf Weis” md’( Yol “PL Z j/ﬂ v i Sl T

- . / o
A o Bl Y
L ]

o /7 ’J,t # c
[ A Ty



Dear Paw, Maw, Sis, [

well, well wetve got su many babiss now we dontt send téiegrams !
Ruthts letter and the annoucement came in the same mail, just when
Fdward said they would (he's so pspehic 1), so T had details to
gomplete the picture without fretting, I held the card in my hand
a minute and took a blg fat guess—--and guesscd wrong ! Guess I was
really rooting for a boy--feeiing thst 8is, too, should have the
unigue--and I do mean unigue t-experience o‘ raising a man-child.
Also, sorta spoils the hand-me-downs, huh? Wichael says "well, she
can still have a boy--shets young, like you, isntt sheor (Glad she
kKept up our tradition of speedimmss and it was nice of her to wait
till the holidays were over, wasntt ite T approve of the name--always
did like Rarbara--that!s Robertts fiancets name, too,

Now that Itve basked in vour favor for a while T must disillusion
you about the btaty book, Meant to put a note in explaining, but

too rusned, Thank you for attributing nthe insigntn to me, but I
copied all that stuff verbatim out of my Gesell book (the Five to Ten)
Sis may think it's dumb, but I think those things I put in are more
interesting in later years than some of the dumb things they ususally

put in baby bookg And T ve also found from "my great enyuv;&nce"
thnat those are the things in which kids differ and I get tired of
running around puttingthin,.s In 3 baby books Thedeviation from

normal" referréd to some tnlngs'Ilﬂe Deniiist birthmark and Juliets
hole in her left ear and such stuff--DOPRS ! However I will take
erédit for the pictures--first Itve done in two years |}

Well, you do rignt by Sissy andthen come on down and tell me all
atout it, T siall be thrilled to make you reservat.ons any time you
say, T told you about the new coffee -shop. I told Heury about
Prennamans but she isntt very playful these days--know she will get
them, though, I dontt plan to go anyplace as I have NO new look

and you'd be ashamed of me-—--

That is, if youtre the good looking couple in the _lutu“P you sent

me, T think the picture of the“persian Lamb at the zoois very good.

I approve of your new coat--muchly., It is quite generallly agreed

among all whom T know that the duchess of Windsor may be the best-

dressed THIN woman, but we all say you are tihe best-dressed--how

you say--VIDER WOﬂaﬂ ! And what you dontt realize about "your chint

is that no one else thinks of it at all but you, ¥ hy, yould look

awfully fanny without it ! WHO took thOSEVglCuulth of you and how come?

A Ko

Speaking of pictures, I have some from my new camera--which is more

fun r-they worentt as good as I expected--will have to pracitce.

May give you a treat for being so nice as to give 1t to me and send you
some prints for a change (but don't be surprised if T dontt).

Glad you liked mdts record, I never heard it myself, e made them

down where he works so T don't hink getrillo has anything to say about

that., Yes, T got THAT ciose to the phone on Xmas day, but finances

were so bad and get so involved when it's on Barknesses phone and T

was afraid everyone would be tizght and talk touv long--and so, being
so miserly, T didntt. But I WANTED to, Our xmms tree was 781,25

and we had to cut if off to get it in, We got in on a sale where they

were trying to get rid of them, It was very dry however, Vhenantts
box of greens came tﬂev were so unbelievably green--and the; la ‘sted
about one day when I put them up in this desert air !




Yes, we had a cold snap b fore xmas and then it's teen VWRV warm
lately, TEverything is sprouting and therets green beginning to show

in a 11 the vacant lots, YASUEK Isntt that silly? Tn Januaryo Afraid
you wont!t see much change in our lawn though., The weatherts nice but
itts dry, dry, dry and cuite impossible to got plants started--at least
cheaply, They tell us we have enough water to kee, ourselves and the
movie stars! swimming pools full until 1460 and thenooe?

I can't tell whetner Dennis is so smart or whether he picks stuff up
from the other kids or wiietner the last one just seems to grow up fasteyg
Anyway it does seem that he does things earlier than normal —--tdeviation
from normal", ytknow !

who lives at 2703 Fraser Way? Will you tell them to please sign their
xmas cards? And tell “unt Marion her card was the first one we got,
wnich touched me for some reason. TIiz didn't get a hand-made card
because if the kids hadntt been ill enouzh to sleep all one afterncon
T wouldn'thave even gotten the ones T did done.

Bring your address book when you come, Might surprise a few people
next, year, Also the feather cuilt, Thniks !

Ts Paula working? Nice of her to waster her mongy on a mere in-law |

T TOVE that dish cloth--that cueer one, So does "dward, Have been
using it all this time.

The impatigo is gone (knock on wood)

No, Mike didntt stay out of school PRCAUSE of the xmas tree--he!s not
shy--the Harkness imfluence--maybe? He had fket famous flu as it
turned out, ©So did Rdward, ~So have the Harkies, but Julie, Denny,

and T have gotten by pretty well-so Tar (knock, knock again })

Ah, the wild Harknesses, Th ytre beginning to feel that Hobert is a
gone gocse and they dontt like it. By hook and crook they eliminated
Maxinérs toy friend and T suspect they might fix Robert up, too, btefore
theyire through., Ha, ha, they couldn't get rid of me ! Now, Bebe,

the mheart trouble" aunt is going to marry a man siac saw for four

hours on a plane--so she says. A t least he sent her the woney to
comeup and spend her vacation "with".him, e usually see the Harknesses
on Sunday but they really arentt as chummy as they might be--what with
two ecars and 2ll—--—-

No, I think T told you we had a cold sober New Yearts, Tdward, the
LAMP is voluntarily on the wagon for a month., Gee it helps, e was
getting pretty bad--and I was getting pretty ornery----it was a tougn .

year....He wasntt the only one, I note, Charles /Chaplin, Jr, was
pic..ed up, too. and they charged HIM fifty dollars !

well T must get to bed so I can try to beat my merry little throng to
the kitchen tomorrow morning—--Ho™W T hat- kids in the kitchen !

and tell sissy i mighn et arocund to congrat-

lots and leots of love to all,
t get
ulating her personally |y her birthday |

Norder
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near Ruth and ¥ide,

well, T sure got & nice

nice one, and wdward!s

The latter Ttm afraid

Tuesday Vi ,f«
l J lr_+
|
lot of mail today; Ruthrs letter, Sissy!s VFPY
birthday present.

to show him because I know hetll love it and

want to keep it. T fougnt with myself over whether T should hide it

md send it back for a
only has the one you s
7ut espgcially Tt'm thi
one of those tricky th
jus never seem to get
those ares tpe kind tha

ever it's HIS birthday,

and we werc just notic
favorite is finally a
tirthday--T didn't expe

tnd T do like those pi

polo shirt —--which he needs so much more, He
ent for xmas and he got three shirts for xmas,
nking about the ironing | Poor me, T sece itf!s
ings that has to habe special attention and I
the shirts ironed as tis--alsc the washing--
t shrink when washed like T do thinss-—-—-How-
so wetll see what he sSays....it is a beauty
ing this morning that his other old ellow
goner—-—-Tt was nice of you to remember his

B NOI L0, .0

ctures., You have no idea how you and (lyde

permaejte the house now--and I used to stroin trying to think how

you look ! Tt really k
Also T get more andmor
and T --who are interi
think it looks very sw

gpeaking of piectures

cA use you said you wa
bucks voutll have to p:
hooeys t ey have, Thi
the mecca for all phot
to take their kids pic
I turn away six a week
to one all because I ¢

eeps me from bein; so dol—garnua lonesome,

e glimpses of your house with eachh one, Max
or decorating experts, wetll have you Know--
CHENE A

I have gotten myself into soumething--all be-

nted a picture of us. If it costs me twenty

ay it--=-so there ! one of those lutroduotﬂﬂy offer
s damn mercenary, rathole down here is evidently
ographers,who turn to pestering poor housewives
tures:when the studios turn them down, I swear

! Anc then after all tnis time to finally succumb
ould be in the picture, too) 1 Torgot it was to

te your birtiday present--I shouldn't have told you, sho.ld I?

purned if Tmm going to
if T tore the page off

How imminent is your 1

start over, t.io, and know it would drive you nuts
—=S0..us

eaving ! T alrsady worry atout your leaving ME |

*

Do hope pop wontt sugecumb to the charms of that sldny new Plymouth,

because now the kids are bigger we do like to go

Pop, please dontt wish

social whirl, T betcha.
like that. ﬂovevpv T

ves, T got my dishclot
away afte T used them-
on them too so I gzave

I thougnt that wou d
like her——-—-—

cpeaking of weather—-i
Everyone was Speaking
tnat way for youe
Tmagine being bored wi

{for rides.

Dode}s life off on me-~-1 wouldn't enjoy that
Tet Max ine read it--ok?-—-shetd love to live

am interested—-very, (on fodes Qothmas)

hs—-Thank you { I was sorry I turew that address

-but hey did look so QUNFR. Maxine is very sold

her some,

be phyllis Holt'!s adiress--tiie handwriting looked
t just couldntthave been nicer than it was today.
arout it--just exactly right--spose it will stay

ith a trip foom vakima to Redding Y



Am 223 thinking up excuses not to go up next summer, “m thinking
up ornes to go ! I am culte the prodigal daughter or something--I
think T bIt off more than T could chew sometimes marrying into the
nomadic ""HarknesSses" sand Trtm cuite anxious to come crawling home——-—

My imagination dwells on sissy lying in bed and nursing--really p9o--
though T know my timingt'!s a little off. onooooothose first two weeks
home with a new baby--are the hardest ones in life, I think, Yoes
that #&ncourage you any, sis? Am going to anser your letter perscnally
one of these soon days-promise, promise, .romise,

ndward had a nice birtnday. we eked out a few practical little gifts.
The “arknesses bought him a tree for the back yard and made a huge
cake, Then we all drove to the beach--at his request--only to find
it enveloped in fog §! Made me glad we weren't in SF. again, especially
when Mike started hacking and coughing till we hit the sun again,
Funny? Suggestion or reale

Hzad the Harkies over for dinner, Mad
very special splurge and some lousy Ui
being poor--you have to s$tre—--e—-tch a

e some chicken a la king as a
scuits, Oneof the trials of
little tiny chicken so far-———

thought I mig t make you a list of reminders—--(me and my lists !)
so meetinig the oueer Chambreaus wont!'t te too much of 2 shiock again-—-—

Nontt expect; us or our house to te well-groomed

Henry to be a baby sitter

Henry to be here--she may po back with Harry

me to be free of kids—-though Max has offered to
sit evenings (after eight maybe) and there is
a rsitternr in the block. wMlke gets out of
school at 2330, EA is home Monday and Wednesday
mornings and “undays. Also Saturday evenings,

us to have much "buying power!

me to go anywhere swank, TI'm too self-conscious
atout my snort skirks; missing front tooth; and
missing diamond from my ring.

Henry to have forgiven you for walking out on her
dinner

me to bake lemon pies and goopy surprises--tuoo
many boticrsume kids )

No expects me to want to go on rides--the kKids are bigger and bette
about suen things than last year
me to weep felther at your going ﬁb‘doming
to be missed horribly when you leave
me to worry about you en route
Fdward to be drinking again, tho¥ not so much (we hove)
me to be cuitting this right now as it!s my bed time

Tots and lots of love--know you will let us knowl;;;;
nello to that cute Parbara—-isn!'t she CUTE 2

Lorna
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Tenesday t&'k i o4
pear all, -(;ljf?u (‘ﬁél )

well, Julie has gone with Max and Tenny is asleep so here 1 am--freet,

The bug.y came Ruth, and I peeked in to be sure it was all there, Didnst
attempt to set it up as I didnt't know where I would hide it. Tt 1lloks
wonderful and so big |} I know she will be one thrilled girl. <hat

was darned nice of you, wasntt it? .

Trne pictures I think are swell of everyone except you, ILike Tinyts ¢
coat. Howie!s going to be as bald as md, Jo Ann looks huge, Fd thinks
ahe and Julie look somewhat alike, Pe that as it may she is a fine
looking 1il gal--and so her babys sister--exceptionally so, I think,

T tuiunk thatts a honey of Pis and Parb,

well, whadda I know? FRaster was a strange, gloomy day as to weather--
t'o it didn't rain, Henry broke a front tooth out of her plate and
refused to go to church that way, but Max, Part, Bob and Mike went.
Mike said he liked it--his first time, <lhen Henry, Max, znd Rehe
came Hver for dinner which we had early while Dennis was down, It

was all very pleasant and a VERY good dinner if I do say so,

Friday I took all three of the kids overto the dentist (a la bus,
nateh) while michael got his teeth cleaned, FWe put some of this
Flourine on themw—hﬂv, you seen your Time? Then Friday night Max
and Fenry came and stayed with the kids while Robert took me down Lo
meet Wd and go to a play,

Seems an old chum of Edward!s who is now in radio work down here had
a part in it (small) and had free tickets at the box office for us.
So the evening didn't cost us a cent, really, It was at the Coronet
Theuter, which is in about the szwme place and looks very much like
the Turnabout, Anyway I was guite impressed when we got in, and also
by the ritzy looking people in all tueir fur and feathers, T felt
every bit as good a s they, tho, in my new silk print,

However the play was lousy— it was folding the next night--so ~d and

1 left after the second act, I prevailed upon him, mueh against his i
will, to contact Monty teior* we left, thinking it the only kind thin g
to do——-and also do as the Homans do and not pass up any conta¢ts in

tais town, So he went backstage, found cut she was across the street

in a cocktail lounge--where we went and Jjoined her for a drink, It
was fun, V“some of the rest of the cast came in intheir make-up and sa
at our table, <1he rest of the place was.full of obviously actory
people, and tho tney were all defianitely Cornish, they waren'!t corny
—-one had the feeling wme was "winh, )

mspecially when Tmdward nudged me and whispered that the man I was
standing chluz in the lobby was Fdgar Rergen, And so it was | He
looked bald, middle aged, gray and soft and 1 ﬂiT cept, I had been
wondering if that oldish man was actually married to tiat beautiful
brunette (not Hollywood beautiful, but really beautiful) that he was
with, While T was thinking hhis su,b man rushed ug and gushed "why,
So and So, you don't look a bif like a mother jv and she looked at
the middle aged man »ith a look that auiste oLv1ou=Ly showed he was
responsible for it, Well well.



pther that that T know 1little, The sun bath I was bragging about in
my last brought a persistent cold foxr all of us tuat kept Mike in b d
most of his vacations Then we had another colassal rain , so:.all in
all Faster vacation didn't seem ftco wild with kids. P

I couldn't swear to the facts about how long those two letters took
because I didntt particularly notice, but I sort of figured it out
that: the air mail cameé one day faster.

When young peogple start buying houses one smells a stork, _.id those
platinmum pills work, by any cliance? (speaking of ~us and Paula)

Max and I consdder ourselves puite authorities on interior decorating
and we both mucly a,prove of Budts ideas,. Henry says it should be
stunning with his red hair--bet ne never thougnt of that, huhe Wouldnt
that be FITY to go out and buy a bunch of furniture like thate WNever
did it myself.

T dont't know what Bd's neck size is, sorry.
Seems T was lucky to get that picture of me and the kids, Have heard
more.people say those guys seldom show up again,

The deéntist said #40 for my tooth., The other guy cuoted me #25. Hmm
They also both said it would be #80 if I had a permanent bridge, ©So
guess that must be what. Sis is getting.

The writers assured Henry they didntt steal the Worry song, So 'shets

satisfied now and that is another mistake.for our pasts., She is still
trotting around, Tike you I trust more to the miracles of love rather
than her knowledge of what sue's doing. . -

T didn't wean to upset wou abeut my mchildhood frustrationsv--I cer-—
tainly awm not blaming you--I simply think I was a dope--still am.,..

Clyde, we dontt kmow what werd do without our gueer heater, All this
_rain has besn rather chilly.

Yes, I noticed the kitehen door. T often see lots of my toriginald
ideas done up in magazines ! The door is splitting, tho T'm sorzy to
say. *“11 right so far, tho.

Rarbara doesn't grow on me that much--+ was Jjust trying %o be nice.
reeves me that T have to trot around to dull showers for them and
spend all this moeny on them when T dong&t feel that it's geing to
ntaken, Ppoor Henry 1ls agenizing over a shower for Friday which Tt
supposed to be in on, Henry has NEV'R done any entertalning and it-s
a trial for the Loor girl, ,

W

Sorry about the waffle iron--hou:
didrnt't do that for us.

well, must w.ite to Cora. Maybe Tt1ll enclose her letter as I think
she writes a good one and you migit be interested in ner strange life,

it was the cord, Assure you it

lotsa love,

mé



Monday

Dear Mom and 8is, howzate
I'd like to get this done before the tradional Wednesday, but a mama\
never knows, “does one? This is a gueer birthday I'm having today--all
the celebrating is all over and Dennis is trying hard to be sick like
Julie was, UHe is alternatina between being PLl right and vomiting soue,
ihat theytve got I dontt know. Seems to be nmostly vomiting--if you cmare
for the word--=-T donit,

Letts start last Priday as nothing happened between my last letter and
then,

Tis evening, wMama has two down, one to go—-is very tired, as always on
Friday--appear Max, Rob and Rarb, Max is taking Mike to the library,and
Rarb and Rob want to know if they can buy me a drink and drink it at my

EGHSe. Thought maybe it had something to do with my birthday, but those
RO entt those Kind of kids. <ceems Rarb had had a fight at home and
Taqtrq to drink it off (which means about two for her !)rd appeared .

Tt was not a gay evenling as nd f‘“ﬂs #Fﬁ Robert and Parbara very boring
and dossntt hesfiitise to show it, As I id BRarbara goes out on 13 drinks
and, that of course c=liminates Hober 5 too.

Sooouo———qaturanv Mama has a splitting headache and is not a tit cheer-
ful yhen fatner has to get up at 6;30 am and all the kids get up, too.
PLSlueS itrs rﬁlnlng and Mike 1s ornery as hell from being up so late.
vour ,ackages hadn't vet gome, which worred Julie (and me) considerably.
Max was suppos d to show up in the afternoon and never did,.....interim...

BUT, in the afternoon the packages came, addressed wrong (vne of them)
but the postman sald he knew where I lived--9"You havn!t gotten any
packages for a long time," he says-—--Julie and Denny both .assed out
for hours; the sun came out; we went to the store; and got dinner all
ready just in time for---

Max to come--Dennis to rip open my package in frantic search of sometiing
for him, I guess,(Julie had already opened hers, and gone to sleep dressed
in two dresses, the coat, and the rest in her arms,)In the mad melee 1n
which everyone but mama opened her package and got a present + found
myself blowing up balloons untid the room seemed full of them, 8o we

all dressed in our finery and new cars and balloons and went to meet
rdward whom we found bq‘f!ﬂ"pome carrying a gift of cologne in additinn

to the skirt I alr ady had gotten, (I still hadn't opedned my packages)

So we went home, mixed a drink and I did, MNore about that in detail
later, Then we had an hour of two of gay little family games, which
we seem to have gonein for, a scrambling of kids into beds, a peaceful
drink or six during which Max decided to stay all night and then one
of our late candlelit dinners.

Sunday dawned--not clear--ensued a wild morning curing wnich I had al-
most "too much helpt--Edward vacuuming; Max ironing; radio going full
blast; ice cream man coming; a couple of ubicuitous neighbor kids
about, etc,

Ye reachedmor: or less of a climax around noon when we all seemed to
be ready to go up to Henry'!s for my nbirthday dinner" but no one
appeared to take us up., So, while waiting, we sneaked another drink or
two and that didn't help matters any when we did get up there into the
middle of a family fight, Guess Rebe's visit was telling on sveryones
nerves,

anyway, i1t all blew overs as those things must, and we had a very good
chicken dinner and a very good cake—-served mltﬁ the usual uproar adn
disorganization. We older girls, Bebe, Henry,and I take the two



younglings for a short walk and so the day gradually unwound into a
nice p aceful conclusion with Michael in the bath tub taking a bubble
bath with the new bubble bath the Harkies gave me,

Henry showed ua her line of Yjewelryn, which is rather cute and I was
relieved to find she isn't going from door to door but only wsholesale.

oo T had my usual nice birthday, TIts fun to have ONE day a year when
everyone makes a fuss over you and good for the morale., Now nemt week
we can do it all over for Julie because shie and I are just thikty years
and one week apart, We have more or less started a tradition about

our festive cakes; Henry makKes them and Robert is getting very fancy

as a cake decorator. A lso we seem To have a run on Mondgy birtlhdays
this year which we celebrate on Sunday, so wetve had a lot of pleasant
sundays on the family record,

Eenry is getting very "hot" on her song selling and keeps us titillating
(is that a word and, if so, may I use it?) with her ever-hopeful en-
thusiasm. ©She really is getting around. Decided--in my we=kly bath-
that itrs Raggedy hnn shels always remended me of,...

Rebets love--or meal ticket, depending on your cynicism--arrived this
morning after driving down to claim the hand of the blushing lady. Ed
and I really felt sorry for her yesterday. I was glad to know that she
did have agualms--she is cuite ready to back out of the whole thing by
now--tho it may turn out to be only a case of bridal jitters——-

Poor Henry is having guite a time with her tribe again. lhey seem to
get thelr crises all at the same time and always at her house, TFebe
has been edgy all during her two wesk visit; Max is edgy because she
can!t find that Job; Robert edgy about his problems; Barbara strain-
ing to get nfree" from home--as she calls it; and Haryy is aching and
illing and bemoaning his fate up in Portland., _or once T don!'t think
wvertre bothering her much except that we are drinking again--but nicely.
A nyway, T tnousut she looks all done in yesterday, and was glad, that

o @S5 1 say, T wasnit the cause of it Tor once.

'ell, guess thatts about all. The weather? 7Is begininning nigngigngi
( oh :ell\ to act like April-warmer and nice,
will write my littlie thank you all to itself so Ruth aan take it to
bed with her if she wantS.....

Dennis is still having h:i:s second nap--think
he Yor I?) will sleeep tonight?

,otsa love,
T,0rna



Thank you Madlin, For the spice racks. T won't rack my brain over
ad jeetives to desciibe how pleased T am vith them because I know | pu
you dontt like people to get maudlin--ha ha ha ha ha ha and ha---
but T1m like Tiny--T Dp like :

And puth.,

I dontt hbelieve Ttve ever before had so much nice underwear all at
once--have T2 VvV u ought te know yourtve always boucht them |What a nice

sillyy, slimy pleasure ! T like the elastic in the 1955 =ven tho this
is a country where it's a2 good idea to show proof of the natural color
of your hair now and then ! A nd theytre big enough,

The slacks I shortened and put right on and wore and have been wearing
ev T since. You see they fill a gap in my wardrobe,

ay it was all vei] hectic-
trying to make everyone
ess even if I could

g Ttd pick out anyway

T gave Julie her present by mistake, As T s
Mike had already copped the balloons and T v
harpy. Itvenever had s chance to buy Julie a dr
afford it, which T cant't, but she gets the styl
so.itrs all the better; isntt ite

The toothpaste is a cute thing. She carried it arcund half the day.
% here do you and Tiny find all those cute things~?

The jacket for Edward was VFRY zood, BHe wore it this morning.

Twas glad to get the Tondon VoﬁldL}, as T noted it was listed and esp
wanted to see it, being an Anglophile, like my mother-—-or is it phobe
and Henry has a secret yearn for Arizona--will have to let her see

that one.
cute czrds.

perfectly dee]lgﬂthl—OUl OF THIS WORLD-scrumptious darling wonderf 1
———————————————————— puddings |
Did Denny have his passion for cars when you were here? Well, anywvay
el's now a very proud owner of the most glamorous one put out in that
SiZen .
Julie, as I said, literally loved her dresses, She and Max ironed an
mended them and tried them on and filled the closet wWith them. How
wonderful tc have Jo Ann, W ish Jo Ann had a brother for Denny, I
gave him the pants because he is truly, truly destitute, Were they his
or Juliets? The coat is .....cuaint, T Kﬂﬂ“ it would be that color,
but T think it's pretty on Julie. ©She looks like something out of the
gay nineties-—in plum velvet, Max and Tdward think itrs beauntiful and
T lik= it, too.. She certainly needed a coat.

The brown coat I am sick about, love it and wantit very bvadly, but
itrs impossiblg big, Tt just fits Max, tho--shall T let her have ite

e
Do vou have a better home for ite® She'd love to have it,..

wnHH

And dontt hink Ttve mentioned everything ! T didn't nention the shelf
paper ——--which I think 7_11 give toc Bebe as & little giftie if jou
don't mind, She gave me a pré&tty little hankie for my birthday wnich

I know damn well some gave to her—--so wetlll play EanesS....

again much love and
THALNKS

191?
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Thursday oy (s
Dear Ruth AnD sa forth, B . *%Q
WA
Tell, T'm glad you liked my letters, There were cﬁvtaﬁﬂly moments
when T wished T1d hadn't started either that or redcecrating the dininz
room all in the same week,

No you like our dining room? Ttt's cuite green now, with fat, bright
yellow piliows onthe window seats, but looks good on these warm, sunny
days, Lon!t look so good in mld"*nter Tt1l bet, We put some wall
paint right over the wall paper and it worked fine. Then, being Lorna,
T painted some g“’an com ng out of that couper pot you gave me--sort
of hand painted wallpaper effect--and the coy.er sconces over the cup-
Boatds thRing), ¢

The xids are much hetier ab._.ut sueh things now and I c¢an ,aint and do
things without such agonizing. Things are smoothing out very well now
that Dennis and Julie are bigger. 1In fact I have moments when I just
love Harmony street and our funny old house, and all my funny little
family., Just like that clipping you sent--which nearly got me——-
These green-gold May evenings when the dozen or so kids of the neigh-
borhood are all playing ball in the dead-end street zndall the 1little
guys clotted around watching-————

——————-and- along comes an ice crceam man ! b-————o
To continue our continued story as of las

st week———-Max went home 8at.
eveinging and Bd and I, beth Felng very tired, got ourselves guite pie-
eyed all by ourselves and fell into bed. our rlclnlc Sunday wasone of
those rare plans that work out. Tt just couldntt have been more perfect.
we left the ecrowded part of the park and found ourselves a private,
spre '«ding tree and a benhh; Henry had brought her checkered tablecloth
and we Jjust spread it on th@ grass, PRarbara was spending the day with
her mother, but Rob came. The QNIY thing I objected tO—-Oﬂwlrlng to
rest--was the Harkness insistence on playing games with the children
every durn minute,..

Alsoy--why, when or how I never know--but Mike produced a honey of an
asthma aitack and s ent the next three days out of school--—-

and those three days have held nothing exciting--just the ususal and
the finsihing touches on the dining room----

We have our announcement for the wedding, though there were rumors that
the thing nearly fell through last week end, (Guess we're going to do it,
wvidently we'lre expected to come through with a Zift and elezant new
raiment—-but dontt see howW——-—- T WhY ————

Tdward is in the throes of changing jobs--it always takes him nmonths,
Itts cuite obvious thatts a dead end jplace down there, and holds no hopes
for more money or opportunities, This is a change that has to be done,

T realize, but Ttl1l be glad when it!s over., I laughed at your plans for
FRdward--not because theytre impossible or anything--sounds very good, t
but no one wiio knows that guy can get by for long without dreaming up a2
career for him--—-

la

well, reallly haventt much more to say, Want to finish some g¥fironing
as we nave to go to Henryts for lunch tomorrow, wome frlend is down
from Seatlle and has to meet me and my kids. Aside from that IT'm glad
for the outing,

S0, if youtll pardon me,.,..good night and lots of love,

[,orna /Q?l*i“L\)
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S
Thursday ‘ﬁ€$“ LF'V{
Dear family, \ \
Wrote you a note this morning, but forgbt to mail it, so here goes
anc her attempt,

After writing every da, like that T find it wvery hard to think back a
veek o see what, If anything happened,

pne thing, the washing machine fizzled out, and I was sore distressed.
But, rememtering that it cost us &¥ 17 last time, T thought T!d pull a
0lyde and just have a look see first, T diagnosed it as a minor ailment
and sicked mdward onto it, Result; it cost us 17 cents and het!s so
proud of himself,

tlso we got a cheel for #50 Dback on income tex and while I was having
so imuch fun spending it, altho I knew there were a thousand places for
it—-Ed revealed to me that once, during a time of stress he borrowed
thirty dollars from Robert ! T guess pecple never really change even
when they seem to, Robert of allueople 1Ts one I wouldnrt borrow
meoney from, However we decided to ;a, hlm some tack, skip a wedding
present (tho wetll probably be in the dog house for that) and buy some
dull things like screen doors and garba ‘e ¢ans and a shopping cart,

o

The latter I think is going to pay foritself Itts a very new, very
fanecy one that weighs nigh onto nothing and ste;rs 1like a2 nev TL‘ K !
In fact, it IS &y nev Puiclk ! Ttve tried it already and brought ragh
in one trip and no aching arms what would have taken me three with the

shopping bags,

The garbage can as you may remember is a necessity-—T8m tired of maggots—
and the screen deoor is a necessity; T.m tiredof maggots parents, the

flies that come in if T let the kids use tiie bedroom exit, And-—Ttm tix
tirea of the latter tracking across my nice, Ruth-iental rug.

Spoeaking of which reménds me, Julie, too, even as Judy copped that piee
for ¥R doll house, so that it slippred my mind,: Do you by any clhiance
trink 7 wouldn#®t 11 e 900 dollars worth of such be“ut‘ful stuffes 71 th:
think those Wsculitured'ones are one of the nicest patterns put out now,
and the color T shall have to wait to see-—not knowing your house, but
it looks pleasant to live with.

rack to my fifty dollar spendings that last necessity to buty was white
shoes for Julie and Dennis for the 1Pun;nb. Tim getting a big kick out
of the provinecialism of this wedding. “ne would think it was the
British Royal affair t T suppose they are all that way, but this is my
first experience with one., The two mamas are getting tliemselves very,
very deep into /leb. trying to outshine each other, T guess the Harkies
are very worried for fear wetll disgrac« them, forthey are hinting what
they1d like us to wear (my print) and insist on outfitting the kids
in white, which they can i]l afford and which 7d and I think is ridicul-
ous, but ote has to humor them, Maxinets outfit 1s going to cost as
mucl: as the hridets befor shers all through, Henry tas a ne fifteen
dollar hat, etc, etc....afl/

wWhat gets ™d and me though is her going u, north, much ageinst her wishs
and away from everything tlhat metters tu ner and giving nobc: and Far-
ara her house and yard, completely re-decorated on the insicde and de-
nuded of their JZunmnor belongings for #20 a month ! All thos for an

indefinite length of timel WMax is staying u;y 1in her little room, much
against HFER wishes because she has been defintitely told that she cannct
morth with Henryv--no one knows w

I-'{“

N
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, my we kids and ouwr marriages sure make it hard for the parents I can
see now, The thing that worries me tho, is that Harry is not well—-

he has lost fifteen pounds this last month--and he carries ver, 1little
if any insurance and it seems rather a rash thing for Henry to give ug

a home at her age. T can apprecate the fact that she couldn't live

with a daughter-in-law agin after living all those fears with me, but
seems as lf thatts what it would take to make the kids git out and GIT.
nh, well, as you say., no one asked ME:

well go t that off my chest.....

We a'e getting a phone ! Tt is to be instal
stead of all those things you seem to be of
us up some Saturday night when some of my t
(or Sunday) and vl ,ay for ite ha ha

L the 27th, we hear, In-
ring why don't you call
thers and sisters are there

T did get Julie and Dennis some white barefoot sandals today--the time
has come at last-——got them both tle same size ¢ Cuess if Mrs. Wdgar
Raergent's (yes, thatts the one we saw and shets that pretty) child can
weay them in tuis week's life, mine can !
Spuaking f an:! sech--Fd looked up Ford Rainey(he of the mys ter—
ious phone ¢ Yakima) who is ,laying in a loca 1 production of
"acheth, went backstage after the show and found himself crammed against
the wall with Charles Chaplin--whom he says is old as old | Have here
telegram from Ford--we have no phone y't [ )=--so ilwagine Ed is having
him out sometime,

[ip R
(24 |
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Tomorrow Max and T are taking Julie and Denny into to Hollywood. Ve we
were going to 'uy shoes, but since T found scme we'lre golug anyway for
fun. ?aturaﬁy Ed is haiving scme Kind of company--cdontt kno" who yet--

Sunday we o to Henrytrs for a farewell picnic....

Had Henry and Max here for dinner last night--very in, romtu--Fax was
here and it looked like such a good dinner we cz=lled Henry up and tuld
o

that she did !

her to come down, The surprsing thing i

T swear T had anotherletter here from you, one with cute picture of
cyde and JA bul cantt find the darn Lh;nu...Didn't you say saomething
about Henry playing with mMaxine, Anyway the term struck us all very f
funny--none of us can imagine Henry playing, She just doesn8t. ¢che is
a very, grim determined, who stops doing “thingsh only tu catch her
breath, &he seems absessed with arranging all of our lives just so
according to some strange mental plan of her oWh....

JO hnnts nigities undoubetedly don't get the wear and tear Juliets do,
She probably doesntt wet her bted as much or have a young baby elephant
(as be calls himself) brother swining on hers,..

Have scads more — could say, but stlill have dishes to do and getting
sleepy—--remind me of all these unsaid things when I eume up, huh?

Lotsa love, MNorder
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1 Thursday
Dear ~amily,
I'm tired, but I just have to tell you the news, Lhat is, if it goes
through and T wontt be like Tiny andcount my chickens before theytre
hatched,
I HAVE PURCHASED A REFRIGEHATOR

vyou inisited and mdwa 4 insisted, so I dood it., It is supposed to come
tomorrow and the whole faumily is very very thrilled, We are planning
pops.cles aznd ice cream and a com letely frozen week end ! After ten
yvears of waiting T find nyself thinking of nothing else but advantages

big and little, Perhpas we can even eliminate the Good Humor man--that
would make a big payment, huh?

However one does have gualms, especially TITTLT people like us. My
main ones are that pernaps Ishould have been content with a samller,
less glamorous box and not the $360 de luxe--VIPES ! But I kid myself
that itrs a lifetime purchase and with a family the size off mine one

1s going to need more and more room, Tell me Itm right somebodyl

¥y other qualm is that there might be a feeling in some parts that I
mignt b responsible for Edward!s staying on at the bar AND drinking

ty making hi responsible for such payments,

But T had really decideu to wait another year; and he kept talking,
talking abcocut getting one and told me to go ahead ete, Resides, I finfl-
I have ver, little to say about his bar and drinking talents, Not that
he is drinking a lot, btut hets beginning to show signs of getting so
tired that he slips now and then and it worries me a little, I even
called tie people (Curley, ytknow)and said Rdward had to quit and have
been working on him, too, but all I did was succeed in getting him a
five dollar raise, T would gladly go without a refrig another year if
hetd guit the bar work and build up a daytibme job, but as I say, E4
seems to run this little family HIS way-———-

Am T right or am T only rationalizing9-—————-

well, anyway ittll be Fun !

Do I know anything else as startling w.thout going into it? T have at
last finished the black and white checked dress and it's very fine, T
mast admit, Would like to take pictures for you but the dam nd canera
acitng up so tuat T nate to waste films,..Stil. owe you some of Maxtx
wed ing dontt T2 T have lost about ten pounds and look and feel much
better thanks,

Ve are getting new meighbors across the street--witn three kids--just
like ours, only a girlt's the oldest. They're stictly Grade B Harmony
Street type, but will be a change.

BEd took the kids to Van Nuys on Memeorial day giving me a nice rest
with Michael who was wheezing and therefore not taiiking,

Always like your cartoonNS..s.e.s

Edwaird says the puppets look corny--profussi nal jealousy®?

1OVE colpred s eets--- Yes, T got the sheets thanks and Kax liked tue
mats and took tiem—---and I dc think it would be better to let mike

tuy his own train stuff--hets so d---- particualr----

A nd that's about all T can eke out tonight--been kinda hot today and
since t.aé kids don't sleep-nap anymore 1 get Kinda tired eveningS....

lotsa love,

Norder
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N ey Wednesdéy AN
Dear woos, i : ' TN \\
I N - ,
Tim glad YOU like my refrig.’ T just 8imply utterly LdVE 1ty It in- o
spires me, It uplifts me §' It gives me an entirely new outlook on ..
the ghole food situation } page the GE company and-iﬁt me write them’ T
an ad !

As T say'it ce: taln,y changes whole food problem. There is a whole
chapter to iodern fond that I havn't been-able: to join all these oiher
women: in, ThlS week, of course, I'mplaying with it and we're rollng
in popSiclgs (}\drEam‘about toem) and ice cream étc. My shopping
problem is so much gasier already ;-no ice man, no panemptying; no
Good Humor; no ‘¢éhstant shopping every day; no throwing away--and

Iy amazed arready at the left over p0551b111ties. And all so whie
white and gleaming and beautiful 1 That butter compartient is really.
wonderful--only I a;ways forget where 1n heck the butter is,

ardon me if I bore you, but rlght at present I'm enjoying so many
little things you other people prabXably take for- granted

We got some films today and loaded both caweras and Max turned the
battery on me in my new’ dress, so maybe we!ll have somethlng to shuw
you yet ‘,~' . . g '

Mike's the only guy inthis famlly with much news thls week, - He had
such and exciting week end t.at he's spent these last three days in
bed--durn him § Saturday I let him and his chum, Harold, who ‘is a
year older go clear into, IA by themselves to Wwrigley Field to the -
baseball game, It was, quite a decision for me--to- meke and I cer-
talnly worried, But when he came home safely and VERY happy -bear--
ing me a gardenia hetd purchased and nursed all the ‘way home -T -
melted in great gobs of mother pride and love and stuff,

Tell Bud the arty Chambreauts are actually produ51ng a: baseball

fan, He siad it was the best Saturday he'd ever had--except maybe
the beachlast summer, My, my ‘how they grow and go }

So Sunday he and I and Harold went to the show at the observator&,
as I'd promised him, And I wore my gardenia, which kept beautifulliy
in new fridgy.

Bdward took the kids to VanNuys on jfemorial Day because the park was
so full of pusing Jews that he couldnit stand it., Aand, since, we
own no pransportation and the street car is the only thlng that runs
on Sundays and holidays, he didn't have much choice of siiort trips.

your art center sounds like Cornish,

Say hello to ant, etc, for us.,--if you get this in time. You can
tellher we have returned her compliment and named QUR pig "alicew,
She clamims their sow was named Lorna ! But our pig happens to be

a fair sized pig bank which we expect to devour $35 tip monay so
we can at alst pay ant the rest onthis stove, We can pay her right
away if she really wants it, but I'm afraid if we did, Drois might

get it er something.

My typing is terrible--I'm a little weary on the uptake this late
at night,



Imm supposed to eome up NEXT S mmer, rememberv Mlchael is lamenting
already that theryll be no trip tois summer, Maybe-by that tlme';
wetll be able to hold up our end more,. ST B

Dldn't know paula was con sidering taking the bany back east Wha t
Dr. Rew-said kinda makes something or others of us- war-tlmg mamas ‘aand,
your mother for ins&ancg, doesntt, itp ' ‘ﬂ . ' ,
Julie says sheld loﬁe some nlshtgowns-athnhshe really ‘doesHtt heed
them too despatate . MNMichael thlngk hetd like to! buy his own birh-
day pr senty, t00,-~you asked.. | - "

-

No, my dress isnit sunbgck. But’ the one you sent me I feel the sam

way as Sis about. Tisntt that IMm modesSt so much as middle-aged -
I aint got to show what tne gals have |} ’

¥ ould you prefap my letters.pir mq;;g Think I mlght afford“it if
important even though it has gone up another cent, T

Marilyn Was . born. last September wasnt't sheo. Took care of the niegh-
borts baby who was born just after we got' back from our trip last-
su mer and she doesntt even sit yet--honest. Sorta dumb isn't she?
or is Marilyn realy advanced?. .

Hercw1th some 1unk tnaa's klcklng around I dld not. make the s
sketcheson. the Da- Pron folder-—w1sh I hHad. ngaAspose my funny 1il "
daughter.. s going to follow in her mqhherts misguided foosteps<-
— —— note drawings.- Also-note EARRINGS on’ thefmnman.t Ah_me.lwm_tlred
of talent--it's so burdensome.

well, I tired, ‘too. Nust fix Edward a snack and hie 'me off to bed.
Not llke ny younger sister--I seem .to crave a. lot of sleep,

\Ihatls all for now--good night and
Lots of love, -

norder
Tell‘Bud ;fboughE a GE reftig because Itm so fond of HIM !

s . L s



lh\ mednesday—— ul ‘&
Dear Clyde,<;Pd Ruth ‘may rend, too

Firstly, am very upset about ou, Clyde. WNo, I didn't know y \6Y4 f
'ere in the hospital--how would Huth think T1'd know? T wondered 5% the

long silence and then to open a letter that reads youtre in the hospital
Just about got me, I certainly hope youtre better; thatit wo't oceur
again; that itts not serious--poor guy | Please keep me informed, T
ajipreciate the letter from bed, ...

Are you STITNI, wanting me to come up with this extira expense, too? TItm
all for it--more so than ever now, but if you can't manage--sa y so, huh?
And it sounds like Ruth has company all the time--will she bewanting me
and wy wearying boood come Auguste? Well, just ask me again ! Have been
thinking about the ¥place on the beach, Ruth. T know it would be a treat
to you guys and it would to me, too. Fut got to thinking that chasing
kids around under primitive and precarious condifiond sounds an awful
like Dbdmee tlie last year Ttive beLn through--instead of a rest, Dunno for
sure ©ill T tried tho, Your civilized, luvxurieus life up tneru sounds
T e ~ Y7o = T A~ T ey i g . =~ x
good to me even if hot, You forget Ttm the pogr relation, (ﬁwﬁyvj

You no sooner mentioned the package than it came, mom. iz LOVES her

nightgowns—--" just wiiat T wanted" she said. Thevire a 1itt too long ,
but -Has~ to fix with the machine (morc about that later) The blue one 1is
sspecially cute. That Beenut goo is good, tho not on my diet I decided to /

0, 0on after seeing Tiny,and hear ing Y0l and SIS are making ME baked alaska;
-tafTes like that peznut butter fudge we used to make,...Those HATS !my kids
look like something from hars going down the street--every time I see them
it maxkes me giggle, Wichael calls it his thinking cap--siows when nis

ninds working-he says..., Thank you, dear,

(=

We think your ailment sounds very strange, ¢lyde. “ever heard of such
a L,lng—-anrtnLug to do with sladbcd blood as of Life Magazine? You umust lo&
cute with your Tace all swelled...nice you have such a nice room--sounds

Locd to me... )
= '\’\;'fﬂ,o WS

Speaking of HaxA—her job at Vinton's may not pan out due to lack of a
place to live and then, too, Vintont!'s is right in the flood area, tho Henry
would nuver think of letting us know whether ther were in it or not. Harry
is pretty upset about business, I hear—-don!t imow why. From what I know
of that jlace think it!s just petering out from lack of new, good sStrong
blood---Anyway back to Max., Ruth says your office girl cuit on you and
you have all kinds of 1il troubles, {(‘fherc must be sun spots or sumething--
everyone!s lives scem to be in upheaval lately.] Anyway it!s too bad Max -
isntt better trained (shf conla hTVL trained hchﬂlf 2ll this time she was
sitting around, but Harkies don't do things like tLaT) or thiat peg might
go rlgut into that hole, huho Shets a goed kid--Soncientious, orderly,
well-meaning, but shets only an amateur twﬁist, slow as the seven-year
iteh and terribly forgetful--often wonder if she could hold a Job 1f ste
ot one--—-

well, howtd T getoff on that? Pardon me, Ruth, I see, on second reading
you didnt't expect me to know about pop.
EAST

vou havnit hesrd fran me because of wedding, Tacobsens, getting Hnery
off, Max staying heme all week and b(t+-ﬂr er off--a very social whirl for

us , but precedes a great lonely calm, T fear. Yecided d've always been
wrong about me--J 1,IX= to have people around_—;ravidcd T have breathers to
caleh u, on the work andthe, arenttpeople Tt'm afraid of,

Raraba gays she needs cake tins and/or cookie sheets-—-maybe a magnetic
knife holder like mine, Hast thing T expect to say to ther for ages as

they don't seem to want toc be any chummier with us than we with them. &he
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didntt even demurr about your buying her a II" sent, T dontt see why you
-should, but itrs very nice of you. Eoy, they sure gof a haul ]

ftrichael held u, pretty weadl during all oir extended excitement--had a
slight wieezle——but Monday he collapsed and has been in bed tnese three
days. Donft know if the excitement had anything to do with it, but it
nsuzlly wears him down, Tordy 1FWow T hate to see school out aext week,

T know thatts one thing you sympathize with me in, Ruth

Max stayed here all week after Henry left. We put the cot in the
ndressing, room" or ratrer left it there from the Jake's ¥isit and so she
had her own room, albeitfpretty dreargyg B nry certainly skijiedout on her
and left her to do all t dirty work. “‘here was abs oi.u'hﬂ} no reason
for Henry to lesave so abruptly, either, as the kids stayed at Hosses
till afer Max left,

Some day TIt'm geing to have to write a book about tiat Barkness woman !
Ahe is the damndest, As far as I can fipure it she didntt have the heart
to creoss Robert in thils marriage, and then,knowing hets in for a few good

socks on the head, she lavished fhwmﬂ 1Ln her all-—and more than her all——
boug't them a teautiful set of dishes, went into debt to outfit Robert in
a complete and exspensive wardrobe; cahsedin insurance so he could buy
orehids and gifts; tgaven them JE“ house for an indefinite pericd of time;
moved out all her minor belongings; had a rare drunk with us and got a lot
of family eattiness ocut of .er s;ctﬂm, and then set off on one of her
clieap tusses in a frenzy of fear t at she would have to face the kids when
tiey got back. Set off in the face of Harry'!s disay,roval and not wanting
rer; a flood; mncongenial relatives, etc, We tried to get her to phone er
write and find out if there was a place for Lier to stay or how things were
but Henry doesn't BVYTR look before s.e leaps., &he prefers to close her
eyes,hold her nose and VIIMP | Now she writes us that there 1s no place for
pner to stay--she has had to move in with Aunt ®mdie, whom she can't stand,
(Bebe is the ungrateful sister who wouldnt!t thigk of having anyone visit
her now) A unt Rdie —--well, that!s another story, but J1'd like to give
vou an inkling of what Henry #got ;erself into--nas a son out of work, so
she is housing his wife and baby twins (thegir older bably 1s in the hospital
’Ehnltm some strange uncurable maladyland two othergrandchildren a} various
a;es ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁ#ﬁﬁf%%...nn Jes anoth Th nenry set off Min-the-face-ofl--Bebe
rought a rumor that = _a disaj, ~ared--had gone off with tags and hadn't
teen heard of for three days., Well, he showed up but no one knows or says
why or where he went, PResides, he!s cuite ill....Any®gay Henry is nous
hunting in fhooded Portland now (with what T dont't know). She wrote wax
nt. come on up®" and theytr'sd see—--Poor Max, She thinks shetll stay wiht
her girl fiiend in Salem--—and T can'!t say T!'d blame her....

T dont't expect anybody but Ruth to wade through the above --but itts too
wild and wonderful a tale no to pass on-=T think !
—
: : B0 Wi : s : .
oh yes, Mike has bteen wearing his Vakima Pir&tes s:irt--he loves it--how
it brings back memories.,..

1ave you ever heard mucking birdse? I can sure a .reciate the gg/Wd/ song
now---such warblings and sheer joy | they go on and on all day 1! love tlem

our house in inhabited by others than us--we have tenants; ¥r. Bird and
family whom we can wateh his private life of from the iiving room window;
and Mr, Mortimer Mouse, who dares all for food. BRut ne dared cnce too
oftem, and ®Wdward, Ollr Prave Wdward, murdered him---with a trap., He

says itr's fun to be a big trapper.....



=
gee T have guite a few letrers piled Uy DETE 4407 certainly give Clyde
something to r ad if he convslerc1ng...-f

That pDoolitile det-up scunds as wild as tnL Harkies. ... Wow I
poor Jid ! Pour Clvde | T.0oxks like trat‘08 elass reunion was going to
be in the hnospital |

oy, you kids sure hné\tte weather, didnrtt you? Managed to glimpse the
1ctgr, of ¢ 'ﬁﬁrnPdo you had in tiie pzper Ruth put in tae package cefore
tne kKids riA;eq it asunder (speaking of tornadoes ! )

1ﬁ

pour teleprhone number is Sunset 3-7581. HC

R," Wy
Remind me to have you tell me about the wWatson girls when I.m there--alwayd
was interested in them--somehow, ..

yax wept when she left us, Had sort of the same feeling myself--as if

things will never be wmuite the‘same again,..I'1ll sure miss her. She's one

of the most congenial people T ve ever had around--could it be that one likes
to be admireds The kids are sdrec CTQVY about her aAnd she certainly is nice
tothem, Hope she has_someof hep, own some day--shets the type. Didn't
tlame her for wanting to sta do\n-fgre that week in spite of tie fact that
Rob and Rarbara were obviously waiting for her to Jetqut of town before
moving in. They're sure cold-shouldering us all....Stall right with me—-

I dontt feel 1 ke breaking in a new relative right now....

took scads-{said they never had suecit good subjects)and taoeytre every one

of them Jjust perfect. They sure are a photogenic couple, TIn fact, one

of the difficulties before their marriage was that Parbara wasn't sure if
she didnttwant to be a model instzead of lir.s Harkness. Put they seem to
be satisfied--all wrajp ed uy in each other——-natch,.... Have a fel Flctures
to send to you event:ially when T can get some prints,...

Bokert and Rarbara had some of the best wedding k:gturcs Itve seen, They

pyust fill this jage——- /

P ;

mdward is sitting fier= laboring over a hot orchestration, much to his
disgust, He says he doesntt know what Hets doing. Seems he told some
woman hetd charge her $25 to do it, so she wouldnt't insist, but she fooled
him-—-she did..... 1Sm hets wear one of those ”tnll*lﬂc caysit so: T
could tell wien itrs safe to talk to him,,..

Well, Trve been typing all evening; gu jess Trll quit, Am I caught up?
fan T bring Olydets yard man Back with me for a yeare
well, take good ecare of yourselves--you two—-zm getting that auto court
finsihed overnere--itts right cute, too--and 1 expect rou in 1t in ¥Fekb.
1.2et!s agree not to =mve another long silence
huie ¥eep ns posted, ..
lots of love,
Norder...a
' ;
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Dea r Clyde,

T su;rose You wonder why T havntt -nswered your very exciting letter
Itve had it on mymind--but really havntt had a chance, oQur family is
all in an UPhewvwl--cchoal just out; wdward coming and going at unex-
pected and unusual hours, Dennis half sick with a touch of some intestih-
a 1 business—-(nothing Se;luus\ and the Ramfordts to visit from 8San
Francisco--just for the evenin, qunaﬁf—ﬂnot an all nighter———

So I navntt had a chance to tell you how really excited your letter
made me., Td and-Mike and I sat around and talked about it that evening
and go all hojped up, Tn fact ——pFdward will bear me witness to this--
within ten minutes afte I mentioned the train trip and a fe: details
Michiael started to sneeze and couglh and got all clogzed up--and he
hadnt't shown a sign of either ten minutes before. Poor guy--Tt1ll
probably take him off on a stretcher—-he!ll get so excited, REdward
feels very sorry for himself, too, natch-—-

Tim afraid wetll nave to come whether y u want us or not now as the dear
Yeslin establishmentss id a of summer vacation is to simply close up
shop and let everyone scramble for a living for two weeks, No vacation
or anything--isnttthat dirty for a long established firm like them?
poor Ed 1s going to be on the loose for a cou,le of wesks, TFe says
long as welre gone he may do souws night ¢lub work, However in spite
how lonesome and stuff hetll be T think it81l1 do him good to Be free
s for za little and give him time to think, ..

i

S e

o 0
i O

et parcoo T e ask
ot 53y a word to anyone else
cket agents or scomastiling.

onf ﬁt;n_ statements—-
T

well, about the tieket, which is the most
better to trust to your judgment and just ng
aAS -everyone seems to fancy themselves as ti
T never heard such a wealth of advice and c
such as---mdward savs we don't get on the train at Rurbank, but at
ﬂlendnle. Please cheek that one or I can when we gel te ticket--you
kmow me } and how T get on and off trains !

f 2]

That is the only point T'm not eclear on. Otherwise your pland sound
wonderful, Teaving at 7‘@0 at night sounds like a good time to me.
and youtll meet us in P rblaﬂ* Shounld T lex the Harknesses know?
cpose theytd be insulted if = didn't,

¥

T think to get the teket for August third as T I'm concerned., I
almost have to walt for a payday--(we run so clg ——and thatts the neares:
That would give us a month anyway--—conlid you stand us that long?

tu one
ont't /&* go fasteg

v
H
o R
- 111

wWell, I wonit try to put any news——if any in this,,as Itrs late and T M
tired and Dennis simply will not get to sleep Just to let you know
about tie ticket and how wonderful-we thinik *t is and T.m Slad wourre

up and around-and. stuff, cetting a letter written from ti offi

magde me fe-l a8 good am anything, ...

T.0ts of love Lo all-——
I, rnsa
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Dear Ruth, (\ Q%

Where ARE you? What are you doing in Seattle® The reunion? 0h, \

T forgot. Havn't much-to say but it seems like an opportune nmoment

o say 1t. My correspondecne is picking up in inverse ratio to

the social lifc we dgfyt lead, WMax is proving a better correspondent

than T exjected her to be and it keeps me nopiing. Also liny and

Clyde have suddenly Aa.peared in the mail box. PLut where aie you?

As T told Clyd= wetve been busy "changing the guard" around here. All
my carfully ladd schedules are flooey witn FBd and Mike changing. The
neighborhood kids just about drive me goofy, until one of them came
down w th the mumps and then the; all suddenly disa. eared, Tdward
says #1tm toolenient with the kidsm but, being a St. Bernard himself
fie doesn't know the trials of a Pomeranian ya;ping at a pack of wolves,
Eoys | Geez |

wike 1s down today too. 8ince all his ailments assume the same form
one really cantt say what in hell ails him, HF doesn't seem to have
the mumps, If they're going to get them T durn well hope they do

it beflore August dontt you»

Julie and NDennis are fine except Dennis never goes to sleepthese

light daylight saving nights. Also he chose th throw up the night
the Pamford'!s were here, But that seems to be his secretl, toos

Julie has a plain old dutch bob I finally sneaked off and bought

her, Yo one would let me before, she having to be a3 glamor girl,
T had to try it once--get so tiredof fixing it-——

T asked (Clyde in his letter if I should nitif y the Harkness girls
about arriving in their wet city, but got to thinking afterwards
that they'r both working gals so that's a good out,

Therets a good article in tie new IFJournal about Alcnoholics =2nd
tielir women L want you to get and read so we can discuss it this
summer over our taked alaskas STS 1s making us !

Tiny sent us tie nicest package of some cast-off luxuries tuey
didn _t use--ouite Ruthish., I was guite overwhelmed,,.

Well, well, arc we going to like Dewey?

T think T forg t to tellyou what I consider the most typical Henry
story Ttve ever heard (seein, that you enjoyed the other so mueh);
(stop me if T re peat myself). Vhen Max was here she saia to me
-—T1m going to the bank and IF I get any money It'1ll take you to

see NT Remember Mama", Which she did snd we did. Howeve it struck
me funny as Max kezps the accounts and shetd kept me retty well
informed how her finances were goin. that last week and she sounded
yretty broke to me, BPut she came out —-all grinning--with ity
dollars. Seems Henry, When she writes a check fills the stub in

in round numbers—-upwards L-just to kid herself inte saving money.
So we took tre mone, and went to see "I Remember Mama®" which struck
me as very appropriate, itts Peeble plot being based on mama’s
imaginary bank account !

well, T'm finish ng off a dab of a pint left from the Bamford detbacle

withh Edward and it's not conducive to either typing or thinking so
T guit....this dumb letter was Just a filler while waiting for you
to come back from Seattlie,...

so pood ni ht and lotso love,

me
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Thursday [ AY \ f&f’ﬁ
Dear Ruth and Clyde and everybody up that way... | i b[

nur weather is always surprsingly akin to yours, We must have the
same currents or weathermen or something., oQurs is beginning to

warm up now, too, though not badly as yet, thank heavens. TIts! been
just right lately which makes vaciation a lot sasisr to stand., And
then, the thought that T anly have to stand it in THIS hole for a
month anyway keeps me buoyed up !

Got so enthused at (Clydetrs letter that I went righ up and got myself

a time table, and sure enough thets just as right as he can be., Find
myself thinking, planning and Pudﬁ:tlnL alvaqnv Yim 'mids far as T m
concerned Ttd Just as soon secout through POTblalﬂ without seeing

the Harkies at all. T certainly have no idea of straining anybody

to see them, Ands, since the three of them are living in theee rented
rooms, T'm sure they dontt expect us for a stay. Got to thinking that
both Henry and Max are working so they might not te able to see us
after all-—unless for lunch., Kinda think Max doesnt't go to work till
noon, but am net sure, T should think Clyde would want toget going

in time to ¢et home before dark and before the heat of the day---1
should think--will have to be further informed on that score..

Well, we had ourselves duit. a week end last week. Did I tell you that
so many of the kids onthis street _lay musieal instruments that my
remark about a Harmeony Street orcrhestra grew into something since
Ed has been teaching a kids! orchestra? Michacl printed invitations
“or tall kids to ass m%lp at our housen last Saturdzy. In Lhe meanbime
had rigced the kids up a curtain in the garage and they were also
lannLn to qTan a big show for tle parents after the vorchestran
ﬁrsal. Well, the got pretty ild and impatisnt as kids do so
;ath~red the reins and got ervervbody going about 1l. It was fun
and cute, About three of the kids got together with ®md at the piano
and were so pleased thattier invited a bunch of mamas and aunts and
things and then we all had to go to the show, whicn was pretty good,
considering tuey did it =211 themselves, (Good way to get acouainted
in tlie neighborhood. We never even houznt of that, but since every-
one has been real friendly,.

— i | |_|}

The mumps scare turned out to be tousilitis, thank goodness., But

it kept things pretty calm this week, so I havntthad a bad week at
all, tho T aM tied down, Tn fact I could almost s=ay I enjoy vacation.
There isntt the time deadlines to meet all the fime--kids sleep later
and can go to bed later ete, The neighborhood bully has moved anay....
and we stillhave our trip to look for ard to--T c¢an hardly believe it !

Tn tihe meantime—--we arc acaulring a PIINNY ! The ,et parade has to start
scmetime T guess, Tarryts folks keep rabbits aud in the way the rabbits
do they are sort of overflowing the cages, so I told wike IF he was
interested enought to build a cage for it he could have it, (I empect
it to fry in that heat out in back by the time we leave) v“o he and
Larr. worked all day long and whi;_ed up 2 most professiocnal looking
thuteht——so T guess tomorrow T sihall be a Tarmerette |

Fpdward woriks more human hours during the summer. Leaves in the morning
and sometimes gets home almost in time for dinner, <“han has Saturday
and Sunday off, whkich is a refreshin; change,.
So thatt s about all T know about us-—-
If T lock sound and act like mom-—---10OM siiould be complimmnted !ha ha
Whate no letter from Ruth to answere

oh, hello jakes ! lotsa love:;,..Lorna



Friday \/"
near ruth, Ny
voutll have to excuse my not writing. Tt seems as if Tim always 4"\£L
surrounded by kids,heat and/or husband these days and never have a '/ nLR-f
waking moment to myself, T1sed to write in the evenings or when thd'\1<\
little xids were napping, But now Rd gets home early and Julie
wontt nap with all t.e big kids around all ¢ time 5000, .4

We have been having 90 degree weatier this week but somechow I
don't seem to mind it as T did last year. Seem to know more what to
do--or rather, what not to do..

Tim very sorry I d idn't get a ietter off to you about the boyst
birtiiday as nad some very definite ideas, But your letter hid from
me in my uncleaned desk a id didnt't remind me to say it., Eesides the
time goes so all-fired fast--- Hope my vacation doesntt whip along .as
fast as the Jakest! seems to,.. Was going to asx you to get Mike a volley
ball and Dermy a blg beach ball if not too exs_ensive or difficult to
mail., They need something like that (and I Beed it, too !) to get
them outd ors. The kids here all like to play ball but secem to lack
-ood ones-- However, I wouldntt want to wrap a volley ball,... !

As tis you know we can always use clothes, tho tiie Harkies got us pretty
well fixed up for tie wedding, 8Seems silly to send em down and them
for us to lug thme right back doesntt ite

We had a very nice fifth--a cou,.ie of them, in fact ! Ha ha ! Mike
and Ed and t e kKids ent a-bussing to Furbank and purchased a few--very
few-—firewaorks for three dollars, 8o did the other neighbors, so,
when nignt fell (with the kids all pulling the siades off it down as
hard as they could) we had a Harmony avenue display. The chambreaus
first, and then, lured on by their kiddies, they went to few others
and ended uy drinking ceer with tiie mRighbors, Tmagine Lt-the Chambreausg

Monday, we all, en familie, took "an ¥xpoditiontn--to tie observatory

In s, ite of the faect that wmike was suffering a severe attack. Need

I relate that the atiaek cleared amazingiy while AT the observatory

and return d when he was foreed to leave? It was fun, tho hot and
mosily a matter of waiting for busses and street cars on tie dull
streets they always run on, But, as Edward said, it was satisfying

if only in pruoving that we are "a mobile unit®, And home did sec<m
good.

Saturday night we spent much as usuval--trying to Jjustify ezch high-
ball we dr=nk. Robert and Barbara drop.ed in Jjust as we were ready
to drop, periocd. §So =d went ahead anddropred and Robert regaled me
till 2 am with the intimate details of his and Farbara's com.,lete sex
life, The subject being rather interesting, I managed To stay awake.
Seems Barb was a little worried--havnt't cnecked up on her, Houpe
t ings are =2ll right as T KNPW Ttve nave to bear the brunt of sueh
confidences when tenry fled, Aslo Barb smasnea up Bob's car to thae
tune of #15C, my myv....Don!'t see much of them as a rule,..

It has nappened at last., A neighbor ofiered to take me shopping
with her. And T went (giving up all other plans with alacrity--tho
T didn't tell ner). Then, in tue afternoon she called again and
we took al.i the kids to the park for awhile (hers and mine), Today
she is giving me corn for dinner out of her yard., Anyway I like ner

and the feeli .g seems to be mutual., TIt's nice to just nrfall intdn
a friendship througn mutuval interests, problems and attitudes, with-
out having striined over i1t.



pther than that T know nothing exciting. The poor tunny still exists,

tho T daily exject self-fried rabbit out there in that heat. DBet it
wili disapear If FEd has to feed it wliile wetre Eonel

We nave stopped buying inc cream fpom thie icc cream man, Guess that
T8 news. The Jakes will be interested, Rut tiey raiseu the prices
to twalve cents a cup and that even got the kid-spoiling Chambreaus |
t8funny—--the kids have raised a murnur---maybe they never r eally
wanted 1t9

Bud could be ri:zht about Carole Landis. Everyone s. ems to take it for
cranted down here that that newspaper gag about "sleeping pillsh is
really Jjust dope, Guess from what you hear that stuff is really
prevalent down here....

pontt like the sounds of your weather. Do T have to pack for two kinds
of weathero =

(T am now in the midst of comménting on three old letters of Ruthts T
round kicking around the desk in case anyone else btut Ruth has sone
pots boiling or kids spoiling or hops brewing and would liike to tend

to them,)

Dontt plan on feéding me either, Ruth, TI°d DIR if T gained any more
‘eght. Q{uess Tiny's right--have been picking 1t UpPe...

That beaeh place is beginning to intripue me—-evenif cold--inagine
welll have sowe more heat nere after we get back....

If T did try to contact the Harkies would only be for lunch or sometliing
could you stand thate ¥d thinks theyt'd be hurt if T igmored tiiem...
Haventt heard from them so it remains to be ssen....

I told Tulie sie could take her doll with vcer, but don't think wetll
attempt a bicvele--ok®

Six years? Vvipes ! Can people forget ME in a mere six years? Am I
‘olng to be sleey=9 I shouldnt't like that...

well, life complicates——goodb e for awhile aga n....have done a lot
of mental work atout my trip, will find tle time short
suddenly and wish T'd done more tlan mental work T betcha.

4 =
M ¢

Doesntt somebody short-change us on the years wien you get
over thErty® -
welll welll I ED
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TUE SHAY
Near Mcocm ete.
Pardon me for not writing but Tim so ohsess d with thoughts of my impend
ing trip that T cant't tear tuem away to write, It really is wonderful
T cantt get over it--1like having three wishes frowm tne fairies--and the
fairy even waves lher wand and says "You may even have a new dressm !

t 1likin it t e beach (usiness ﬂ“trl ues ne gr atl ——"t
sounds perfect to me. A nd I guite agree with you trat tn:t' tie way
for us gals to visit--no housew ork, no distrantlanm ete, T fedl r‘Lll.“te

litte*ei that Tiny'!s staving to s.w me, Does that make all three of
us together? What fune] You havn't said how long welr ©to b at the
beach, though...not that it matters. My kids are very enthused--couldnt
be ¥ at mama sold them on it ailooce

Instead of nc

‘J-

Lo

0 i
accurred to me befaor

nd myself confronted wit
X ke lug age. my favorite bag

used for a stage or ing (can!f use it); my second ehoice has tine
bottom rusted out of it; (ecantt use tnat); my third choice is too
smahl and tricky for c@nvenience; ana my last choice 1§ a samll tin
trunk with the lock broken, can you fac ite That and two hand baps
plus £t & t is-ats and that-ats it takes toc transport t.ree kids, Just
letting you know winat yourll haveto _ut in the ecar besides your own--

also have heard fr m the Harkamessessssss (meaning Maxine--Henry's
letter are too incocherent to count) and ther plan to meet the train--
at least wax does. Wow, that wasnit my ;ﬂea, So grin and bear dt——-T
mean they!ll be there, too

innumerable little details tnat madn' b
e ds Eave

f"l‘ [t

£

I is so perfect and som very much what T would have bougat
(if atle ) nys 1i to buy, Ruth thiat I don't kunow what to say., As I got
to primgimg in the mirror over it T found, mucn tu my amazemcnt, that,
as liny says, T DO lobk like you--—mor: aud more--HOW did that “nrfrn?
W nat intrigues me is-—do T nave the same thoug.ts?

oys lmd swell btirtidays—-
throug -l T 108

.

well, to mor. muidane matiers; both the i
tut
linn aid ;ﬂh wikels
.Ja

| e

spoiled trats, The parkies caue through la
lothes and trucks and skates; we broki thu
bike Fixed and broke oursclves to buy tlhen h viorth of other
stuff—~wood-burn ng set, balls (s.rry alqut that vollny tall-—-didné®
know they were so WICH ﬁ hammer toy etc. Had neightiorhood kids in for
ice cream an cake--made a couple of ready-mix cakes; ¢d one of tue
mamal!'s (t e one T!v. be n "erumming? with) and her hustand in fox
drink/ @&HT came but papa scoried our orfer and I havn't ssen her or her
xids since--spose we overdid ite

Michael and T we.:t to the observatory show--a trijp to the moon--remgind
me to tell rou--cre=spy.... Sposed to be a diversdon for mama mama, SO
what does papa do---meets us in Hollywood with a couple of tired, slee.y
kids to hold all the way home andthen T lLavebto rush around and get
dinner for everyone-dand by the way, Lorna, T finished up t.at lisele
dat of liguor--hope you dontt mind..." These men———-

Cs
3
2E1 0

Ttm not going to go into aiy detail mor than btuis as Thopz soon to
sit on the kbeach or around the fireplace cr scomething ecually differmnt
and chat as I think of it .ii.

So here I go back into my vierious duties—-- thank yow. forthe nice
birthday things. They were WoT dullas you thought , Ruth, Altho
kids dontt like clothes t e other things mor taan made up for them,
The T ord was ¥ike'!'s second lLest present and mama sure likes the
clotines,...mdward 1,0VvES his shirt and you never can go wrong on books
for this family...This is the end of my pzeper and t.e end of me ....
T T
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Tuesday
Dear Wverybody, and 1 do mesn ever) body |

will try to write while the sids are na;ping and before i laun
ever, thing and get morc or less adjusted to our strangelif

(||

vour letter this morning, Ruth, you guickie--I have su many things to
say to you T1ll never set them ail said in a mers lebter———

I, too, am having a heck of a time '"getting overt my trip. T havanti
been able to do anything--havn't even ”n;dChﬁd cet and feel awful
lo.iesome and s&rr; we ever moved way down her=s., Fdward's blus, too,
after all my raving. TFor two cents (or more) wetd all pack up and
move right uack to ¥akima., B4 was ve.y ilntrigued with my ideas for
him up there, Guess our coming hiera was Jjust another of Henry!s un-
sucecessful transplanting efforts. However I'm too old and encumbered
to set oub to sooi our fo:tunes ggain, and I suppose in another week
111l get back inteo the rut. Resides T have a vague suspicion Bd and
T might be a co.ule of rneter do wells to wiom f“c other s.de of the
fence will always look griener...St1pose? Hesides wetve onl, been here
a little ovel a year and T guess tiatt!s not a fair trial. anyway, if
fate should give us a ¢ ance to come north apgain, T cdoubt if werd
nestitate as T would nave in Dygone vears.

5 l"’" f" as

, T T one, would be quite content to srend the rest of my 1ifs
tlie bosom of my nice, nice family (have yvou been waiting for the da
w.en Trd finally aawit © gto) and it was ”"1t' clear to e
back the wWdward i ne of our ndepend
nis dependence frem his mama to e ana ; ;”, y
and never be able to stand on his own two feet. He :wg s fur
t
[~

ot nim a - jJob 1in one of your radiog stations a :
sntt interested in haviug auything to do with Gerald, whiech, in
pite 1f it being the smarter tidiag to do, I suspected hero rebel at.

ol well,——-anotier pipe dremm under the briub;....

It was alsc depreddingly clear tu me that our main trouble is lack of
iriends., Tt was most odd to come howe to no cne but Edward. (Pob and
RParbars are as nothing to us,) No wender our family is suenn a 1ittle
nelosed corporaticnt, Ve must make a supreme cffort to get acomrinted
and so on audsee now it goes tnen, huho

Well, I seem to be in a bad, bad mood. UCertainly feel low, T kitow.

Eaward and I w Te awlfuwlly £lad To see eael other. 1 e

dinner in our compartment, did L tell you? The train was over aud hour
late getting in aud what with tie mix-ups on time, I ion!

know #How late. Anyway, Bd ana Mrs, Thomas and xias were all ';.,re. to
me t-f(nll loosing very tacky and corny) and it was uot

early in t.e morning.

=

Baward, as T sald, bad toe Louse all clean; a breakiast of Lacon and
ges ready for us; and a yuuny oulck mix caue with Ddward-made seven
minute icing (better that I can do) setiing in the nice, clean re-
decorated kitchen. wWHeld painted #f the nasty, moldy drainboards and
Lotten new bripght blue rubler mats for them and covered the table and
shelves with gay, stravberry print oileloth stuff, Also,—-typicadly--——
nad lettered a uotto gally amecross the kitchen wall ! He had stuff all
ready for dinmer and encugh food for three daiys in the house. So
all T had to do was sit and tell him BVERVTHING. Dennis went to sleely




Michael to a sliow, Jullie to the aneiziabors to play so I really felt
rathior at loose ends,

The yard looked .ood (for our yard) but pretty sad aiter Vasima's
beauty. And tue house looked better than I expected but so SMALL.

Robert hxu Tarbara dropped by, but Ed masn't gpeaking to them artly
tegaus. tney never exwen QFFFTRED to mest the train, Rarbara IS a dore

t erets no guestion, As Ed sa s, shets just a dumb blonde-—and Robertts
simply nuts about her, Seems the two main things »d was mad at her
about was that when Pob was read: to ge Uﬂﬁi ether, she not only seemed
com] Letely uncoricerned but whineda around about absolute.y HAVIIG to fave
a hambur.er; also, he gave them ten dollars he couldnt't spare because
they professed to be so destitute and Barbara went aown and bought a

lot of new cloties | It seemed to irk him, too, because it happened to
be nis tidrty dollar day at Meglin's that .. Lad to chase around getting
Robert ojerated on, and he could -ill aiford toc lose that much.

Poor Edwand

had an awful time, Tguess, .n his typical Hdrimess, dituery
i -a;}" - hl -;:

oubles kind of piled uy on him, Also tyricaliy Harkness

ni
that af'ter gpending a2 frantic morning chasing hither auad yon over this
great city looking Tor insurance policies and trying to contact Henry

to get written consent for Robert to be pperated on etec.--going Iirom
bank to vau:.t and tirougl: all Henry's drawers for their insurance

(olicy ne finally had to dive up onlky to find out a few days later that
tne pulicy was in tne FYAHPE PIALO-1 T was relizved to iind out, tlio,
that both Rebert and Harry had some hospita. insurance and it was not
life lnsurance T.ey were aflter

Maxine, in her youthful optimism, expects to be back tne first of Qctobey
after Harry'!s out of the hospital.

night. ess he was just nold
hings done around here——-gal-
ana s -.E\"L}'a ia o s = 8

ing out...I MIST 5et bus, and g
iforniats very dry a 4 hot and

ogether--Tide, and Sis's oCK
toget Tide, and §iste cloc

o make indiviual paciages but dontt
‘lerent aboub such T ings. ..

5

and stuff zud send up. W uld like
e huept if T don't—-T1m not ver, ef

I am going to try to get some t ing
a

was tiecled you called, but made me blue all over again. Ruward never
ceas d to ravs about how nice 1t was,of you to call, Tte. ete, Tell
Sis I fianmlly figured out how to kndt the sock--and I love all of the
Powells very much, and I think toe GEts are ver, nice, tooc. Will be
anritous to pear about pPanla....

T cantt begin to tell you what a wonderfiul trip we nad and HOW ver, ’
very much T miss yowx all-—-so I shantt---because J feel like weeplig
LR AOWT L,

will try to be more cheerful in my next——

mucil love,
T,orna
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Triday < ’d.l( (2
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nDear Ruth ete. |
It is now 90 in the living room and not enough shade yet to go
out in baeck, so guess T11ll write while I'i still inspired after 5 38
he
T

et - A
your juicy letter this morning and t package. Have a fee ling I wonitE: E
the day,.... T got back in time 4

-

want to de muell for the remainder of
for the heat wave, you see.

T dontt know whether to be bick or thrilled about y
Wike the tennis shoes, It was certainly nice of vou--ni of you to
outfit him--sure saved us a lot, BRut I made two major orts in the
heat and Just got him some with the five dollars I ha; ;Clbﬁ te have
in my purse ! I They are Jjust teoe vighit size and T 'lwh aow T hadntt :
teen so zealous about g tting some, IF I Sent them back witlhi this
T've been threatening could you cet your money or exchange

our getting
ce
f‘

for size 5 rubber tOOLu’ wiich cost about the same? OF -hd11

p them and have him alternate, which would be 2 gocd idea with
stinky tlhinss and scomething n; never could afford ours lvasv
thanks very much again. I s.uall solve the yroblem eventually.

The you again. We always like to be
in that first batcl o :

a Littler
WAade nme

| e
> Fiss;}"

back there, & 1s

o T liked the elipping. WYWish youtd keep me informed abwut that
59 ovement as I really havent'!t given up yet, It is my private project
X i up tliere within the next five years now I feel it is

K =

ust tne cet up for Ed and I KNOW it is for me, Edwazrd

usce, title to Wollywood and all its faults, Secms a suame Lo corrupt
potentiasly nice guy when Tim Sure hetd 1ove leading 4 samll city

round by by its undeveloped artynose.

<o ilc' S 47 SN S 2]

& 3= Rut I ean see that we miss gauts develeo,.ments,
ﬁlg'ﬁ what I needd _S A %ouuf u; the informed and angle us ig
N ud pro.uece his Pinoecchio
Nt put U with himand him up
Yaiima vants him, wetd fellow,
. o arc looking tor suwmething to
arty and Jjoin their little movement
eldest daughter cone home to
sme use for a charming, intelligent

ith youxr Hinn qt the apev I
i ] nem on Lromotion and

gl 1 Wayte Tim .jU.E'-t cTazy.

pecific information T'd like be kuocw if thifs Hatton woman

e Theater fGroup imported from f“tWQNﬁ (good run hiding o

is paid for her Bguestt dlrectinge Fdward h"" had ex:erisnce
at line (won a prize !) and could do it as well or better than
\\Dvone in that Po rtlaxd little Theater 1 Wnough of business————

A
/

<
)
E.._.
‘._+
o
L—l—"*

Itve g tten over my doldrums bubt am failing anck into the morass of
frustration and celx-L;tv that Edward is still wallowing in. Hope
to kKeepr my larger view of things my tri; aTJQEQLd ne.



Michael goes bacik t d seems glad to go. ¥eis almost
overhis lar.e attacl cemed to think it necessary to
produce on _—+f ‘.;ac all going, too, wish

R ¢

G el

- 15
I could look for ward s with lust my two
ni a

DYNEYYS, but ‘[ ca 'Ti“-h;"hhﬂ 4 ;;oes bAack and 1s Zone mornings
o
[ Wai9je,

rdward starts staying home till aft
Course it willi make the grocery prcblem =sasier (a little sweet with
tie sour--as ant says 1) Sure was TIURRIRLE to start off on my 5uven
black, trundle cart trek with my two thelperst in the heat trother
day. "hat a vacation I ad when I stop tho think of it | The prices
are higher than wilen I left, too, which was discouraging to sa, the
least. HoW did you manage to feed us so welle

1y and made nme feel better-

My few acguaintances greeted me. no 1 dzally
ce Don't know whether the maall

the two neighbor women and t[a
mant's glad T1m back in this

Robert has been scrt of haunting me-—needs a sioulder to ﬂr: on T
gather, TLike our wringers, as you go aptly put it, after four months
of supperting a "IanLlyn he,'too seems nct aquite able to cope. He
wants to chuck fiis Jjob 1vbecause he doesndt like the way tieyire treat-
ing himn and has written to Tarry to get him a Jjob with the Vinton
company, So he and Rarbara will evidently follow the familyst
traditional search for "greener pastures!, Thereby leaving us fully
stranded on this desert that HWenry swore was our pot o gold at the

end of the rainbow, 8pose they wer Just trying to ditch use

-

was very glad tohear the details of “illﬂln roduction, I can imagine

2
how proud a papa Pud is, Ret hetll make a good onr. still want to
near whether it has red halr at thids !svu to tell point., You tell
raula she was braver than some of us old hands to go siopping and
3 o .

have lunch aftex she knew 1T couldntt have done 1Lt
T suggest four matted prints across the back of your davenport? Maybe
scenes from your travelsy Always good for PDHVPTsathH for new
visitors--at least the mags day your living room shouild contain some-
thing that a2 strangers can chat about, That s why we keep tle music
up in ours, see?

Sure, send Henry a eli ping, T dontt care, Edward
like it. ®Her address if ,117 N.E. 13th-Portiand.

ell, wiat else. Wope to write Tiny in one of those tomorrows that
‘Jnit be guite so busy as toda always is., "ould like to write Sis
rsonally, too, but T'm sure she understands....Did Sis tell you
Jwrr~ had a gall stone they didn't take time to remove9

Well, away to the back yard to kndt...about my s, eed on a day like
thiis ———— '
bye for now...
Tove tolalli. s
r.orna



Near Nld Soul ! M G
. A\
T have been reading Tdat!s letters, so don't blame me, Notice she says
in one " Jim is just a fine, ﬁltn“ baby and T ho.e e always will betlt

You are a dear old soul though to slip in the buck. Rut remember what
T said about paydays--just before one again, However T,ll use it to
send your "mlle“ as Tive been a little embarrassed about putting it off
so long. TWTdi!s two weeks hout pay 1is cuite a set back for people who
run as cleosec as we do, PRut I must say it did better than he would

have in by-gone years, He's managed to keep his head above vwater any-
way and T think if he hadnt't had that operations business that he might
have gone out and earned some more.

Speaking of suceh Gotour first note from Penry since we came back--finally
dawned on her we were there, I guess, Itwas the usual,--much palaver
atout how I love you all, a crack at Warry, who is now home; and a page
of daydream ng about her careers for Fd—--no news at all,

pur wesdther is still hot though not su unbearable--gives me a good ex-

cuse not. to work. Thers is still some tallk a out closing the schogls,
Roy'!, woni't I be mad if they do | W ill be awfully glad when this scare
is over--it'sworriseme to uarents,

Things dontt secm so bad as when T left. TItrs sure wonderful to get
awa, and get a new viewpoint, ¥Wish Td could, Dennis is more mature and
therefore less trouble and lass wet pants etec,; and my nslgﬂbovs seanm
real friendly and T don't feel so obsessed aboit the housework when T

saw that we really had made some DProgress in our year,

I even went up and registered to vote for the first time in my 1life |
P? ublican, too--tell Clyde. So 1 can cancel ®dts vote !

Thanks for tne present for paula, tho I dontt feel right avout it.

yYou sound awfully busy up there, Pet Pud and Paula are in a tizzy--T
still say that first two weeks with a new baby are some of the hardest
n life, I trust Marilyn doesntt have red halir or someone would have
said so. Retec a Paula likes her anyway.

pDon't seem to ha ve much te say. T am getting intec my rut--as we all
must-—-—willy nilly. when T read Tdats letters 1buut HTR dreams of

moving back with h 348 thll r--—guess we should Jjust appreciate what we
et to see of erch othe huh?

Tell Sis T did cuit smoking. Two days Itve gone now,
Am certainly enjoying the tlxer——have built a thome" for it already.

Itrs Now I realize how niece it wonld be to run in 2ad chat ®ith you
wienever T felt like it---say--letts just run down to izt or up to
Skst,

well, muet stop thee twitter--life descends———-
mueh Love . .
Torna



f petober first
Near ruth, R)& ¢ f\"([{

well, here itis Qctober and another week ‘'end lOJElng and T STill hawvnit
written you ! Guess 7111l have to give up waiting for a guiet spell and
write in tie midst of. ' Julie simply wontt take a nap lately, durn her,

First, thanks for the package, GGetting a _acgage from you is the very
nicest thing that happens to me 4n this set up. ust like any-day xmas,
Rdward is wearing the shirt (one of t'em) and the a1.mug look nicer than
his own, (Could it be your super speciszl 1ron1ﬂgo The curtain T have

put up on the back porch and Fd and I have decided that Just what it needed
The flannel T am anxious to get sewing at, Wow nice to havg such big
hunks ! T'm a little leary of Sists nighties——-Jtm sure that polka do
number mast be what brought on Berbara - Julie adores her tajronm as o

all the girls in the neichborhcod. She has had fto 10 dishes “or da s for
sarused the Herald for something pertaining $o usbut cdfound mothing.

)

n

?.
I b
]

we have been in tihe throes of rearranging the house a little; ‘hich always
takes o all my swvare time, T came back full of idéqs and inprovemnts
that T was too t*rud to bother a bout bcior:, so nhere 1 am cauglt in them
now, Decided Julie was too clinging and shoould have a .lace of her own

to "nap'-—-sg W rir_pd out that built in Thing in the tdressing room';
moved my Led in there and now have a new nbedroomm, & little suull LlT
surs makes the 1liviag room nicer with just one bed,

'S

Course that started a merry go round of furniture .changes, especially as

welre TRYTPNG Tto r;rﬁiﬂq a heater for the living room and that entaills
goue changes, &0 be ith me 1f & sesm rather uncommunicative. And,
of eourse the shop 1ng, cooking washing and.droning NEFER end |

Maxine is coming back the sixth. Think Tr1l be glad--someone to ehum with
any A, and now tuat I know T can move around with my kids ma; be werll get
downtown once in a wnile and stuff, Did T tuii wou we dashed down clear
into Hellywood one evening and rode back with Tde Didn't my trip make

me bravesn

street and ma be you thnink we mamas arentt holding

weive had pollo on onr
irl the kids didn¥t play with very much; thoy, Will be
-

our bresths ! Some
e £lada when 1ty ove .
We have a new baly, too, My friend across the strect had a gipl.
AND wiena 1 ks taking muasic lessons ] Tmagine Host of the kKids on
Harmony street do--in fact ATL los ﬁﬂ“ﬁLLS darlings take lessons of
some kind f-and he bagr.d and begred so verre trving it out., ¥e thought
hetd take it nmor« seriously from Some one e€lse thaw from ®md, tho it
seems so silly to-give lessons to get money 'to pay for lessons, T went
(wlfh all my tribe plus one neighbor kid) ; dzy to his first lesson
and he was gp-thrilled, The kid realily likes the stuff;, I guess, 'The
tencher seemed overwhelmed at nis vgreat talentn. He whipped right through

irst grade book in ten minutes; so the man is starting him en the
3 ¢ L AN

t

o

eft off with after three vears ! : Find 1t a Littls
ing to have a talented child with se-pmueh wasted talent in the
8

Julie and Denny eertainly re-live their trip in their ay. I heard Julie
tell Nennis lnot to stay at Rlssyis for lunech but tTo come rizZint back and
toney rd go with Ruth n the.carv, A 11 Juliets dolls areé naued Emery; all
bables are Parbara and grandmas are the nicest people,.wliotll do a;vtnlng
and buy you anything !

"{



michael is still talilking about m@ving tou Vakima, especially so he can help
Clyde in tne nop yards,

weather? dumb, We had a week of winter and neow itrs uncomfortabiy hot
again., Makes it very hard to sort, and organize our clothes as T!ve been
tring to da, T sent for a monkey Ward catalog--gelting the Rdea from Sis-
and maybe wetll do our shopping -hat way.

pad a letber from our friends who used to live near us in San Francisco,
They have had two more ch ildren since we left and they named the last

one after me | (I'm Lorna)

The enclosed is for Jidts kL‘CI il5as

g finaliy wrote bto Ting . Ttd dike to have them for Thankssiving a.ain,
even 1f it will break us, Aas it no doubt will. '

¥ 1l, Ttve bbe\ home a month now——it secms longer, I just yesterday
washing and ironing our dirty cloties from the trip, Slow, a
vet when I hear a train along our too-near track it is a very fauwil
sound. ..
pid you know T haven!t smoked since T last wrofe? Really gst along be
would have been better company up there i8 T hadnit, Bdward and I pulled
a2 dumt one Saturday, though, We had our usual drinks befroe dinner and
were alreads to eat when that tlinkety—blank Bob and Rarbara drop ed in
e cnisel free drink, So we haa to go out and s,end some more money
and helpt them drink it and we both had hangovers the next day. T was so
M AP at m .l? | Pobert and Fdward fight all the time they're together--
Qj.ich t“ulr mother wouldntt approve of}—hnd Barbara 1is like "talking to
ooden image, so we really dontt enjoy their rare visits—---

l
a
ti
s

I doartkno¥w a3 T approve ofthe effect those Jjeans have on Peany—--vhen I
ask him to do somi tnlnh e says,," T VYAM, ya big dumbbe "

Have a new way to get groc ry T figured out for myself, WNot that itrs
ever fun, but T found itr's no furtier down to the A and P than up to
the Rafeway for mylarger, must-be-cheaper loads, but it!s through one
of our nicer residential districts and a much pleasanter walk so T trundle
my cart thataway about twice a week now, Took ail three kids with me on
Llcyclcs and tribtycles last saturday, btut wontt €6y THAT aLa.n |
W are burned up that you only paid #1,98 for Wikets shoes { T paid almost
&4 for the ones T ot-—thﬁytre that all over here--how come? If you have
any intention of getting that . raincoat for Julie er any bdther fHLﬂ”S she
and the v st _of us ltinted so broadly for let wme know, T dontt xant ta
duplieate AGATN. Please don't consider this an order ! Does Sis have any
old coats of Jo Ann's to pass on this yeare Tive forgotten wiat she said,
If net have to get Julie something--so just wanted to know.

rbouit Tide. T dontt say that a gal like you that has used soap for so
MANY years will take to thic new detergents like Tide (or the old detour-
gents like (lyde !) especially beeause it gives things that funny feeling
to tinem. PBut T think you should know before you give it up that that is
because 1t cuts through that scummy film that soszp leaves. Tt means
nings are cleaner ! Ask Clyde, he!ll explain it to you, If you put a
detergent in the witer a duck is swimming in the poor thing sinks because
it cuts through the oil filkm on its feathers | T still think itrs super
for greasy thingsg,



I think maybe your mothir and her family had rheumatic fever--have an
aricle about it. The prheumatism" and swollen joints, periodic fevers,
and twiteh in her shwoulders are all signs., Vears of uncared for rheumatic
fever enlarges the heart till it collapses, Just ang idea, Wo one will
ever know, will tney?

Guess I dentt want the yellow dishes, ant coul. get more use out of them,
e use those plastic plates you bought me for everyday and tiegy work
Letter for my careless kids. I do want those others, tho !

i d ’ !

=) LN i o

might have lef't A wash rag there, but Iim sure T didn't leave that many.
oh my yes, the beater bowls ar- cuife intact and usually used at least
once a day ! T1'1ll get mod rnized yet with your sweet Lelp |
Wwell, Mike is practising a d Denny awake and my dutlies pressing, bub I
got auite a bit written after all my eyeuses, didn!t T2 So now I can
rate anoth-r letter from you, huh?

muc.. much love,

1,0rna

| i o e e
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b Thurdday
Near Ruth, 633(

Must get this off my chest, tiough dontt know what I lave to say, do
you? :

T shall expect a better picture of Marilyn
vou and Tiny are ALVAYS fixing your houses ! Sounds likk she has neuritis
(I ¥ ch;cwoanalyze ailments, too--no charge | puite possible the
way she drives herself, @8peaking of sycho—-———- (which T dontt spell well)
ner-with a couple from the LHJ———oth;_s on reouest, but T donrt want to
start any faully fights !

N D"‘

No cone has told Henry ye€t atout her house-—wouldnt't it be awful to be
thatwaye T don't dare mention Maxt'z boy friend to her eitier, which
scems pretty serious, by tie way. Max is supposed o be trying out a

Job today and, since she doesn't answer, I suspect that maybe she finally
landed one--dunno,

npur picnic Sunday that Maz asked us to turned out to be a rainy day
affair, but very enjoyable, &he serves good food and serves it prettily.
and Tohn scrves a good drink--scemed flunny to have drinks at Henry's.
The boys went out and clfﬂned up the yard some inspite of The weather,
Tt looks wetter already with the work Max has done on it. Jolm is so
tall——b—A*—-th t mdward looks short and fat bveside him--a funn ' sansation!

7 'Ju,‘ p)\

vHY are Jo ann's front teeth loosc,” I donttiike that | Wave been trottag
wike to the dentist, again, which T de tcnt TS cae! nll" “k%n he finds “QC
more of work to do vat tefore xams. =ms a c;:*lﬂ of permanent mola
are mal-formed and have to be fixed, }PP1.

You and your pheasant, Dnid I tell you 2 neighbor has been giving us
deep sea fishe 1 dide

No, Max couldnt tstand to read r"the Plague and 1v, Neither could T,
hen yourre too elsse to it, itrs not funny any way--only depressing.

Tim glad my gloomy predictions for Phyllis 7olt didn't come true, I
really am, ;

we got our new heater from Wardrs, so guess our creditr's good, Haventt
gotten the rest of the order yet, though, IHdward, with his new-found
talents,; hitched it up himself without blowing us u; and it seems nice

after our funny one, - s you say, -surp is an easy vay to shop,
the disnes ar stillundens and it's

well, the kids are
cided T1d write first. Had to write

time to get dinner (sh Fe
Henry, too, J’ 1~- /
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?To‘t]f[ -i.kr \‘13 "
near Wom and Sissy, (howzzate) and Clyde, (FW“’ -

ainge I enjoyed sisyts. letter so much and was so fadttered te get
one all to myself from such & busy V=S rread this, teo., &
if sne wouldn't anywayl H*avn t anything to say to interest anyone,
however, But'pretend you are; wonlt vou?

=
=

b

mn

m Th’ﬁ afternoon and T have just washed some windeows—-a most
caedented thing for me.to do r A only do it about once a year |

g then when T ¢an look eut and see what the kids are doing vwithout
Boing to the door--T wonder why T dontt-do it mor oftent T should
like to have a zernerzl fﬂn11" shampooing--but being fresh out of Tide
and mon guess T'1ll have fu_\wﬁt for another warmish day. They ai
getting rarer angd rarer now.' of eourse T couldnit posiblg.use SHAP

o wash our hair., PRemember how it used to be to wash your long hairg
ruthe

11, the first of t ¢ holidays is over--Hallowetren (a word I shate %o
g)., It ts a wonder the kids arsntt deathly i1l from all the .candy
heyive eaten, This triek or treat business--don!t know whether 'itis
t stter than the old vay or mnot, mever having experienced the other,

as just being thankful that the candy was about gone when the mail
man came with some cute boxes for each of them from Henry ! 0Oh well,
®e havn't much foeod anyway--being just before payday....

We had a wildish evening. Max insisted she wante! to take tuie kids,
ut s & was late and they got impa tirnt They were nmost excited and
isy of course—-we took the little neighbor zirl, too; and T had to
most of the knocking ondoors. uonuvb: I found out a lot anocut the
neighbors 1 Michagl and his friends went out again.last nignht and got

a lot more stuff,’ vriday afternocon ¥Max and ‘I took the kids up to the
doidngs at school--they make .cuite a fuss over Halloweetn (a word I hate
to type 1) in the schools here, The kids all dress ug and they uave
cernivals .and shows and things, ¥inda cute,

Then about eleven-—wiien the kids werse finally down--and we had
finished our hottie of licuor and could relax Rob and Rarb (who ‘are
just Back) called and said they were bringing wanhattans over (ick i )
They were decidedly mot invited nor weleome, T fear. Robert is too
muc!i of an amateur to buy Manhattans and they werc sg nasty we couldntt
drink them so they went out and got some maore (egually nasty) aund then
got mad cause Rdward wouldntt pay him for them, Parbara pulled ‘her
usual kid stuff drinking (which is whny we éntt like fto have them come).

She drinks one drink--then goes out and pours herslft a tumbler full-
swigs it down=passes out--gets sick and has to be carried heome--EVERY
time, Térhaps you can-see why T wish they would move up north--but they

aren't going to, T guess. )

Max has broken up with her love suddenly after weeks of hinting that

they were practically on their way to the altar, she very alruptlv ﬂt_
cided he was too dull for her and , guess that's that., QGues lqt
the straight of it, too, "Semetimes T wonder abouther, T t"#nk thn

main thins was he'Ys too old for h&r—-anﬂ shets missed so ‘much kid tufl

' i
natts shets rezlly younger than she.is—-if you know what T mean, tlraid
shers going to miss something as we all are at that are.,..



Guess I havnit done anything different, Spent a busy afternoon in
the kitchen with the electric beater and emerged with a nummy coconut
cake. Was cuite proud of myself as seven minute frosting is something
Ttve NEVER been able to do b,b, (befcre beater).

As T poured hot coffee into one of my new glass cups trother night
one of them Jjust fell apart--su maybe they arentt so good,

Rarb and Pob were at that feesieball game, too. They got wet, too,

We got our order from “ardis--most of 1t anyhow and had an exeiting
afterngon wernring rubber boots like mad,

T put the plastic curtains in the back bathroom and they look good .
aurs snaps up thatl dreary little hole.

So marilyn's going tec be a Tutheran ! Well, guess it wont't hurt her

any, Was Pud holding out for her to join HIS church?

You'lre so sweet about not mentioning the real reason why your ex-
penses were so wnusual this summer. Put it was worth it, T can assure
you, Ttrm feeling good about Wdward, too. Hets getting qUt from Meglints
and has a couple peoplec wanting his serviees when and if he wants fto
g0, He sedms to.be "finding himselft again if you know what I mean. Wy
trip did that for me. Ve dédided we kids (oh?) really knocked cusselves
out moving down here, Wow welre beginning to wake up and come out of the
fog again.

0h, speaking of coming out of the fog--T!m voting tomorrow for the
1¢stf¢rﬁ in my 1life, &tfun. T even sat down and rsad all the issues
and madd momentous deéecisions ab ut them, We have an eh-so-mild pro-
hibit.on measure 'that T'm golng to vote for. 7Tdward isntt !

T suggest you have creamgd chicken for dinner, Ruthy: Well, you asked
e, T made a good batch with a can of seventy cent chicken, &Ly the way
T fiound the crab when I got mad at FTdward Sunday and shut myself up in
the kidis room.and cleaned 1t ! It pays to go erabbing !

Non't tell me about Junior Weggins again., T gather by this time that
hets found a girl |

Thatts sorta funny ab.ut S1lim and the new Ruth Faton, isnit i
cne thing T'm looking forward to about growang old--T'm dying to
what makes middle aged people marry again—-—-

ito Lhatts
sSee

No, T havnet gotten the ward's toy catalog.----No, Julie 1sn‘t sleeping
by h~”°elf. T just put her on my bed for her sometimes-nap, Don't worry
at"ut that crying business tais qammcr—-ﬂt 1%Qq11 YETR fault.,

Well, must bustle, If T sit here too long the kids run amok.

micn love to all--geez T'd like to see yo. all right now--
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