




















one more cat before I turn to other matters--Bebe and her husband
are in town. ghe called Max and told us all to assemble Monday
and feed them dinner, So guess wetll have to,

Wwell, what else do I know about us? Julie is such a big, helpful,
independent FOUR year old as she nevsr lets you forget. She went
to Sunday schiol with the littel neighbor girl last Sunday and
loved it, She said they were all supi.osed to wear their buttons
next week, "so would I please sew a button on her dressen ghe is
VERY fond of her doll and shows cinsistent domestic tendencies
(isntt that a lot for a litle girl to show?) I didntt lkmow she
had, She needs more playmates and places to go, but don't know
what I can do about that,

Dennis is stili ornery (third child?) Poor guy--everyone fusses
over Julie and Mike and takes them on expeditions etec. but no one
wants him, He doesnt't seem to have the aptitufle with his hands
that Julie and Dennis have always shown, but he sure can build
towers and jump and throw--as you know, Turned around the other
day at the store and he had built a tower of the toilet paper,
His artistic parents don't quite understand his energétic
approach to life }

Mike has stopped his music lessons after a month of threatening,
cajoling etc and no results, He seemed to want to and I always
remember that T used to think I'd never force achild of mine to
practice till all pleasure in music was gone. He plays more
now than when he was taking, He is getting very independent of
us-~thatts good isntt it? Took a2 bicycle trip to Griffith park o
- -with the kids saturday and came home exhausted, sunburned and— " —
happy and totaling unaware of the mental agonies his mother
suffered while he was gone,

Bdward is buidling up his daytime job more and more since they
moved into their new studio, Mr. Da Pron asked to see his
scrapbool of clipping and then gave him a dramatics class--and
I think hets flattered and interested. How do you like that--
Bdward teaching acting to the Hollywoodites?

We had a three day hot spell tdo., Seemed good at first, especi.lly
as I wore my new green dress and got many, many comiliments. Buut
by tne t ird day we were all pretty crabby,

Taht was nice of yo to send Max something. Sounds cute,

You meanies | Wont!t anybody tell me where Millbrae is? I suspect
itrs down the penisula--on the inside , but Ed says across the
Golden Gate, I think Tiny's house looks wonderful. Am glad shs1§
-0oing to have a house she likes to fix up, tho I8m mad I'm not
the one with the biggest house anymore. Ho;e their deals work
out all right and she wasn't too hasty buying a house befiire the
other two were sold }

My, Bud sure got and INTE:ESTING wife, not? Couldntthe hire .
her out as an atom splittere

I'd like your hall to match the rug | Thht sounds good.,

well, must sign off and get my sleep so Iwon't yell at the kids,
as sis says-----pid I tell you Itve lost 7 pounds and my eye!s well?F'zq
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Tf Mike and his friend insist on playing inthe living room I shall
play in HIS romm, so ha ha ] They are being alhowed to play with
pennis' birthday present--a set of blocks like roads a:d cars to go on
them--very successful., (Dennis hasntt seen them yet, however.)

It seems eons since I've had a chance to write, but I won't go into
that again. I'm beginning to see vhat Sis meant about her neighbor-
hood, “id I ever say I wanted more social life? I remember I did,
Well, I'm beginning to see now tnat on:: never gets anything done, I
told you, didntt I that there are 39 kids (maybe I said 49, but thatts
a slight error)in this dead end street? Well, about sixteen of them
are regualrs around here and, as I don't have to point out to Sis, or
granny --if she can remember--during vacation--- !}

And, speaking of Mike--he's had his calamity for the summer--I hoype.,
His baseball enthusiasm was slightly dampened by an accidental tap on
the forehead with a bat Sunday., We took him to the emergency hospital
(via Mrs. Thomastcar) sreaming and bleeding and watched them sew him
up w th eight stitches, The scare seemed to be the worst o f 1t as
he is quite normal since and tootin around being the neighborhood
hero,

The saddest part of the whole business was that he hled all over
my ncw dress I laboriously made--the checked one--hadn't even washed
it yet. And, trying to get the bdood out in my usual hurried-what-
are those-kids-up-to-now manner I bleached it in great spots and it's
ruined § Damn }

Max went a month and a half without you-know-whatting right after
getting married, but everything cleared up--thank heavens, Not auite
r-ady for another taby yet., Theytve had a row up there--inevitable,
of course--and rumor has it that Bob and Barb are actually looking
for apartments, John and Max s.end all their time fixing up the
yard, They have even invested about thirty dollars in plants and stuff,
Such a difference in tenants.

we are goingup there for a picnic the fourth and then come back here
for the kidst fireworks. We had one picnic ugthere a few weeks a o
which was a very dull affair with nobody really liking any ody else,

Henry is expected for a couple of weeks the Saturday after the fourth.
she gets a vacation, I guess. That should cause some interesting
events in that household }

pdward has forfeited his day off to go to San Bernadino to see about
opening a branch of Dapronts school there (they drive hime down). So
far it doesn't sound too promising, which, is of course what we want,
No intentions of moving there ar anything like that--just a one day
nfield Trip"®. He is not doing so well, if you know what I mean--
slipping a little, though heavens knows nothing like what he used to
be |

He brought the W heelers home with him the other night and made me
feed them at 3 a.m, There are the elderly ex-vaudevillians from
Meglints School--very dull, I find the.,--never having trouped a
vaudeville circuit mygself., The main thing that ccncernec me was that I
didn't get to bed till 4 am because Ed kept making them stay the 3

times they tried to leave, Nothing like haspitaliity !



pad, I was very pleased to get a letter foom you while Ruthie was gone,
voutre no mean correspondent yourself ; But Ed, especially will never
get over that line abuut him you crossed off § What DID t say? Don't
you know thatts just too provoking?

I beg to disagree with you about the refrig not saving moeny. You are
blessed(?) with a wife who never kept accounts or budgeted, nor made
any consistent effort to economize (pardon, Ruth §3}-I dontt thihk I
ever saw you pepuse the food special ads in order to save money |
But when I have a certain amount for groceries and since having the
refrig t seems to go quite a bit farther in spite £ other factors.,
T am able to buy specials I couldntt keep before and plan ahead and
stuff, I don't expect you to understand this nor do I intend to keep
and itemized chart to yrove it (because it maight be a shock !) but
anyway----I like it, ®Pure saves me marketing trips |

Ed spent one semester at the U of W (Youtll note they didn't say he
was a graduate) and he was out for crew practice or whatever you call
it } Imagine } W hat do you mean by that crack about his plays 2 nwIt
was well they ¢ nfined themselves to the children's plays he put on
in SF and TA" unquote (as futh says) We don't get it.

Ruthie--pust admit--to conteract above --that I did do some Tiny-Ruth
shopring just to see what it felt like one week end, Bought four
dollars worth of crap--ice cream and cones and aauces and pop and
w ip ream ete, But found, like you, that the kids would not leave
it alone until all gone, so wewontt have any uore of that, We make
our own popsicles and don' even care about the ice cream man any
more } (That helps on the payments, Clyde }

HOW did ponald break his arm?......Am glad no onets going to tne beach
house so I won'thave to be jealous about that all sWmer...ceccees

am glad for the reporton the poolittle menage......must say it sounds
interesting, to say the least.......Howard a manic depressive? how
juicy ithat a form of what used to be called ninsahiyyn but now is ,
known as an emotional disturbance, Doesn't ANYbody read that stuff but
MEZeseeessessg00d for Bonnje | maybe it was love thatmade her so gueer
that day we saw her/{......Junior Higgins-hommm,..ce..e

howts old Liz doing? Does she like having tnree chilluns? ha } Now
that I have three I am be inning to be intrigued Wjf{ al how women
POSSIBLY manage more, but not THAT intrigued----dont't worry.

Well, I'm keeping Mike fpom going to bed, so will discontinue this,
Feelimuch better that Jtve written something--sure been weighing on
my mind, o ;
HE& to everyone. Tell Sis I think often of the smart and wise things
she said (dontt pin me down) about kids last summer when I get into
difficulties--or rather I t that she's going tirough the same
thing and I fell better., And I think about the GE!'s and their unseen
one whenever I see that dumb, retarded child acposs the street. I
KNOW theirts is smarter-{Bud!s I mean 1%

sure wish some ofthese kids horsing around her e were JO

Ann, barb, Judy, etc, instead of their dumb sleves.....

love and good night,...

Mrs, Biz C



1
guess what? When I went to get my last roll of film today they had
a whole messof reprints from YQUR visit that had been about someplace
since then, T THOUGHT I didn't have as many pictures as I should |}
Forget to take pietures any more (the camera is working agina) so
havntt much but will get some organized and send some one of these days,
Max claims she wants some of them and will have to see her first,

Thursday 6\
pDear Ruth and appendages, S C\p\
U

Yes, wetre all thr ough birt:days and Henry's visit, Guess that's our
excitement for the summer., Dontt see any trips looming for us. I'm
the one who site home andgets post cards from oth.r people thisyear |}

Indeed yes we got the packages, They have been tantalizing me for a
week or two. (I always know theretsomething for me, too--spoiled
brat { T'm getting smarter now--I find it works better for mama to
open them the night before and then I really get to see everything
and enjoy it before the hullabaloo..

uichael and I were very thrillad with his check, Certainly didn't
expect you to send that mueh, I want to thank Tiny and Sis for their
dollars, too if I get around to it. With all that money he had quite

a spending spree for his train, Got some things wetd never have thought
of but guess thatts w:hat he wanted, HE hasntt gotten into any fights
over his shirt--hets very proud of it,

I had fun fixing Dennist stuff the night before--blowing up the ball
and all and arranging the things on the foot of his bed inhopes 1'd

get to sleep in the morning, The nHarknessn tribe had taken Michael
down to see Spade Cooley!s television show and I thought I'd have a

vacation, but they met Ed on the train coming home andMike came home
with them 1 )

The boats are alwfully cute--never seen any here and whatthey deed now
with all their summer water play. And Mike got a ball and bat so
pennis didntt feel slighted when he got one, too, Theytre much better
about their toys now and everything is still intact. However the ball
sat in a ciair and simply exploded ail by itself--so you can't biame
us for that ! I have all tieir towels hung in the bathroom and have
recieved lots of compliments on them, Sure hav enough towels now--
all frm you I do-believe ¢ The lollipops I saved for Monday

because we wpoote into Julie's radio program and they featured our letter
and us ! The kids were tarilled ! Read my letter over the air--ha ha,
Then they tell the birt:day kid (as peér letter) to go and loox for

their present--so that was the lollipops.

Julie's dress was a couple of sizes too big so I put it away for next
yearthough she didntt like that very well. The materials I sure hope
to use sometime if T ever get time to sew., Henry brought me soume
yummy green to wover my chair, too, Dennis!'-pants and shirt s ane
8o cute and doeshe need clothes ¢ Strange-~Henry got him exactly the
same pantSeeee '

we ail think Pdts shirt is but handsome and he loves it....Julle is
a size four, not six--so Icantt use thatpattern yet either, And
mama thanks you for the dishtowels and tie tabiecloth. Didn't mean
to make you consience stricken about that cloth !

well, I just wated you to kmow I did think they were wonderful boxes
as they always, always are€...e.



we had an awfully nice week's visit with Hanry, &Her job has certainly
broadamned her or something. She is much more like her old self, Phe
and I can talk pretty good about life and stuff now--though we have our
subjects we don't exactly discues, She looks good,nice clothes and
stufif, She hopes to get back down here for good maybe around the first
of the year--depends on Harry, who redly isntt very good, I guess,

It was an awfully busy week for me though as she and Max and Miket!s fria
fiiend, Harold, and the so-numerous neighbor kids all sient most of thei
time here, And it was hot and seemed like an endless session of food -
and dishes——what with tWo birthday "parties" and all, But fun, Really

a let down when everyone goes, '

Henry MAYDE Micael some giambrous padid drapes for his room--all lined
and traverse tracks and all--r ally beautiful . We figured the curtain
shoy would have charged-$25 for them made up

As you see by my typing my brain just doesntt click this time of night

w ich as Ttve seen umptéen thousand times is the only time I have to

write-~-—-and I have to Myeh I want to say !

Edward is going through one of his whing dings. Gad, I sometimes wish

1'd married a man who knew what his line of work was and did it } But

he manages to kee; the money coming in even tnough he nearly frets him-
self to death, )

Well, your trip sounds real nice....too bad about Mrs. Qpienheim--
what was the trouble? 71'd simply love sume Jjelly--we use so much and
I certainiy dontt have- any--but how to send it?...Who in helly are
wWally and Nancy that Tiny talks aboute

Please scuse me if T sign off with Jjust this dull letter --really can't
go on--It'mtoo sleeyy
just cant'tthink ofall t ose things I had to say.

but lots and lotsof love anyway--1 often sit sand
imagine about alili you guys up there,..

norder
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Friday /pa0°
Dear Long-awaited, U 0

At last | That Barbara certainly interfered with my mail} Came home
from a very pl=asant afternoon at the park with Max and the kids to
find that letter Itve been looking for all week, And the kids all
whipped over to the neighbors to play on their new swings so I sat
me right down on my porch and enjoyed every word of it as 1 seldom
get a chance to do,

sure looked good to see Sissyts handsome Duchess of Windsor face
tucked away in it--Wherets old Flissts? Can that huge thing with all
the hair be BRarbara? Jo Ann looks mmuch the same only bigger--kinda
like Sists young pictures, doesntt she? I thought she gave those shoes
to Julie last year? ! My, the grill does improve your door, doesntt ite
The kids have finally broken one prong off ours so it matches the rest
of t..e house now,

I was surprised about the Jakes, Have been wondering what they were
up to., Didntt know they were clear up to Yakima | Almost got a letter
written I wondered so much, Mike is Eetting bored with vacation now
as we all are a little--we wandering “hambreaus arentt used to staying
in one place sb long--and we were toying with the idea of sending Mike-
up or mayhap going up ourselves, Good thing we didntt,

It was nice for all of you but I was rather hoping that San Diego trip
of theirs would materialize, Have really been meaning to write Tiny--
oh, good intentions &-but life has been a wee hectic of late,

It seems to be a time of turmoil, The neighbors are moving around and
in and out, Edward has been sick and there seems to be a tonsily fever
going around here, too, Edward has been VERY upset and RATHER difficult.,
pAd T dontt need to tell you again that there seem to be many, many
children unde foot these days...and everybody always wants to eat all
the time and nobody ever does dishes for me,,,,etc,

But things have smoothed off now, Ed was getting fed up with both his
jobs and not having nerve enough to quit either was in a state, when
in one week he got three offers for new jobs--one only a few days of
accomgnaying., But it sure boosted his morale, and after a week of
ajpointments and se ing peogle he realizes the other side of the

fence is not quite so freen as it looked and seems more content with
what hets doing., ‘ '

Xr big, prosperous Jew whots been stealing all his pupils because he
has a television show--this town simply reeks with television &--
tried to steal him away frompa Pron, whom Ed likes but doesn't feel
is getting any place, However after -seeing the guy Ed decided he was
just too obnoxious to work for so is stayingon with Da Pron, He and
curley haventt been getting aiong too well, but the wwner of the
swank Shish-Kebab r staurant next to the Brown Derby heard him and .
wants him to work for him, He is seeing him tonight so I don't know
yet what gives there, But hets also a Jewy Jew and he'd have to join
the union again so I dontt think ittll materialize, So thatts what
little Bddy's been doing.,

I took Mike and Julie to the dentistlast week. Mike had Y}A¢gd/fde
four teeth pulled because his big oen:s come in so crooked they don't
pudh the others out, Julie has some cavities and & blackish tooth
in front we were worrying about, I have to take her back next week
for some fillings and another check--which I dread, She was certainly



a good little monkey, but don't know how shetll be after a good drillig.
It seems mean to do to little kids, ) ~

Yesterday T took Julie and various neighbor kids to see the nwizard of
oz, It was Juliets first show and she loved it--sat through the whole
two pictures, I only intended to let them see the one--having no idea
it was workedover into one of those durned Hollywood scary witch things
but she wanted to stay and see the other, We all enjoyed it more,

It was ng®ndn, a horse picture filmed in color in the Colorado mount-
ains--really 5eautiful | I certainly approve of such "cowboy" pictures
for kids, The hero--Mark Stevens, I believe--certainly looks like

Jake !

which bringsus back tothem, So they did sell their house, Mill Valley
hmmm, Now I do know where that 1s, wNot mueh sun there, is there?

But pretty. They should get up on the hill where hey can keep on

eye on Papa Jake on his boats | What ev:r happened about Ellas house?

which bringsus to in-laws, Henry wppte as if she didn't particularly
enjoy getting back to work., and as if they will really be down for
good maybe the first of ths year, Harry would guit Vinton's and segl
his stock and all, Max thinks it would be heavenly, but I dont't know,
sgi and John are very, very happy and engorssed in each other up their
all alone,

Robert and Barb are very happy in their apartment, I guess, We never.
seethem , which is all right with both of us, I'm sure, They are very
engpossed accumulating money and possessions and such things dear to
their childish little hearts,

our feuding neighbors have calmed down, Don't know whether my amateur
diplomacy had anything to do with it or not, but I8m getting along fine
with everyone, WNever knew I could make friends so nicely till I triled.
The Abbots took Ed to work when he was sick and took me and the kids
for a ride and the grim little LueBkes next door are building a teeter
for mykids 1§ Mrs. Thomas is really going to mbve, I guess, I'1ll miss
her as she is my most nintellectualn friend.

It has been hot here, too. But I don't mind it like T used to. The
kids are so much easier this summer and we have a cool yard to retreat
to., We really have some nice flowers this year for the firsttime, and
the rdevil grass" is creeping around until werll really have a lawn
yet. Please explain to the Powells that our "devil Grass is not the
kind theytre familiar with, AND as you say, the refeigerator is SUCH
a help., Ttrs glorious not to have to go to the store every day. I
NEVER had left overs before, I couldntt,

I made Julie a nightgown out of that pink crepe--remember? And me a
new dress out of some ncurtainm material Henry sent,

Henry would never allwew my kids to play with the poker chips, tho I
begged, She said they werentt sanitary,

well, I see the end of another sheet approaching and havn't enough
left to fill another _age so will sign off, How's my friend, clyde
these dayse Another boat trip? Well, you be a good girl,

much love to all my family --they all seems to
be there, but me--boo hoo,

lorna
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Dear Ruth, retunned, ' o\
N\

Your nice letter this afternoon., And I really had time to relish it
andthe cute powell picture, Edward, in typical fashion--being exhausted
from working two Jobs--has solved everything by taking on a third !
However itts only a two day deal, but it means he's been leaving at
nine a,m, I knew I envied othe women whose husbands are gone during
the day instead of the night }

Anyway, I get scads of work done and time to sit and enjoy myself and
the kids, who are beautifully calm most of the time under my sweet
thumb, Which they arentt when papats here, Is it Ed, me or the comb-
ination?

I think the Powell kids are by far the cutest on the page--note They
are so handsome and healthy looking,,...just made me YEARN to see them.
Barb looks a lot like Jo Ann in this picture., Mike was amazed that
that big thing was baby Barbara. Tiny sure got tn on the picture, too,
didntt she--with her dog and those two dresses? Still think theyire
about the best looking girlst dresses Itve seen,

Bonnie FRESHWATER, hmm, How does she like it9? Does anyone ever call
willard Hatch nBoobyeon .

Have three letters fomr you unanswered. Durn--thought I was doing
better--or you are, Your life dounds so nice--tripping here and there,
entertaining in youwr nice home-getting to see people I never see and
would like to--can it be that you really have problems, too? I notice
a different tone in your letters, too, so ha ha, I am glad to see that
you seem to enjoy your guests lately and dontt fuss and fume when

some ones coming like you used to.

The Shish-kebab Restaurant is practically next door to the Brown Derby
I toldja, You certainly ought to remember where that is § Ed would
have to be reinstated back into the union, which would cost him about
a hundreid bucks and then the guy didn't guanantee him union salary
scale--he said ‘oh, they just dontt bother aboutsuch things here.’ So
it didn't seem worth it, really., However, in Ed's way, he has never le
let the guy know--just let it drift.....

Heck | I started this because one of the neighbors guranteed to take
the kids on this afternoon, but here they are back }

I think it is wonderful about Tiny's good fortune or whatever you call
it. As you say, so rightly, those are the things that would make her
happy anyway. I personally don't worry about her lack of ndomestic
blissm because I dont't think suchyasyou and Sis and I picture itg,would
every satisfy Toe completely anyway. Oh, nuss, cantt talk about such
thing with the whole family looking down my neckK.eee

Anyway herhouse andcar and dog and stuff sound awfully nice, and I'm
glad for her, Wish to heck I could go andsee them all, 184 like to
have them visit thisfall, vYou, too, only I wouldntt blame pop for
being mad at not getting to see us nice people too., I'm awfully
homesick for my own kind (more of which later if I don't poop out),
I get SO0 weary of trying to live according to Harkness standards,
would love to just be ME for awhile--good. or bad,

Your boat trip sounds like a more congenial crowd and arrangement this
year, You make me thirsty for old puget Sound !
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We would just love and love and love to come up to a beach place next
summer, FRven Ed, But 1 know we couldntt finance such a tning, Guess
Itm spoiled after last summer.—Though this summer has been much better
with the kids more independent and the house more comfortable and
neighbors I am getting to the end of my rope. I haventt been dressed
up and gone anyplace without the kids since you left., Have worn the
girdle I bought for T? birthday once--thatts the kidd of places I go
to.

Envy you your fruit, Ours is better here this year than -last, but
not really fruit as Itve lmown them, We NEVE R see raspberries here,

I dont't blame Bud for being mad about that snotty letter of Harrison
Miller's, but there's a grain of truth in it, Budits talents lie
along broader lines than Jjust sports, methinks,

About patsy Livesley. Max says one can get better accomedations with
m@ney there in Salem, but she doesn't know about m@dical attention,
She recommends Dr. King-- n Portland, I believe, He used to be with
the sanatarium, but got disgusted and left them. The only way ¢#Af
one can get out of the“san, she says is to get up and walk out, which
most of them do, I guess--that is, to get private care. :

Ed goes to San Berdue al la bus--three hours, And does it burn him
up. He keeps Saying he's going just one more time, but ht seems to
be always qne more time., Anybody else would have forseen that he
couldn't manage such a thing without a car, but now he's in it he
can't get out, You may sense that T am agin our 1il Edward at this
point. I certainly am | He bothers me so terribly lately that it
sort of seares me,

I am beginning to see why there are so many divorces in this town.
When everyone is in the entertainment business, everyone is selling
his best side to ze pooblic all the time and has nothing left but
grumps for his family, Also I sense we are going through one of the
danger points in marriage when papa goes one road and mama goes
another,both mentally and physically. The only times we meet are
to settle family controversies and business, which is not conducive
to the "companionshipn they yap so much about, So granted, we are
much too tied down to our particualr routines and don't get out
alone together enough, what in H can you do about it? Especially
when one partner doesn't recognize the problem and is utterly in-
capable o8 sconstructive action to toot, -

Sorry to bore you all, family, with this, It is meant for HRuthiets
ears, T am so choked up about that guy I HAVE to tell somebody, We
are reaying the harvest of his almost -a-year at the deadly work at
Curley's, I suppose., But,now he's used to the money hets afraid to
guit, And he cant't get energy enough to build up anything else so
he can quit unlesshe does. Ah me. He is gone from home exactly 2
and a half afternoons a week--ask any mama how shetd like thate

And when hets home, he doesnt't work around like he used to, but sits
around on the back of his neck, ill half the time and stupified from
daddy drinking the rest and compains and frets and FRETS about every-
t.ing. GGGRRrrrrrr ! I suppose the magazines would say, itts up to
me--but I find myself exhuasted with kid and neighborhooé squabbles
and no one to bolster ME UP.sese :

Lett's to lesser things----Did I tell you I insisted on buying Mike a
new bike? He is obviously going to ride to school this fall as all
his friends do. And after I rode that old crate of Robertts hets been
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riding with absolutely no brakes en balance I decided it was too
dangerous for him to whip around in traffic, ¥4, not being a cyclist,
doesn't understand and begrudges me the $50 it took, He says Im
trying to keep up with the Jacobsens |

Did I tell you Julie went to the dentﬁbst and was good as pie? She has
to have about six fillings to the tune of $25--a little steep, methinks/
But in this town of quacks I feel that this guy is really good and is

the first one Itve found who can handle kids, (Maybe I'm too demanding
for my family?) I can't quite see this filling baby teeth-—-suspect

it's a dental racket, but she had a black tooth in fron t I wanted to

see about, It has been injured but will be all right, At such times

I feel that all my "child psychology " study does pay off,

Do the MaxJohns have a car yet? Hell no, They have an cight year old
daughter { The people who had Sharon,safter protesting their great love
for her so loudly, have suddenly decided they dontt want her and are
shipping her out to Max in a couple of weeks, First dovn for Maxts
marriage, I say. And I'm sure you will know what I mean--being a step-
daughter yourself, If you do, TT will be a relief--tho Ed agrees with
me (one thing, anyway !) Henry and Max are very enthusdastic about it-
suffer little children to come into the Harkness fold or they are lost”
is their motto, I think they are somewhat naive, Max thinks it's goin g
to be so much FUN § I willi admit I cound't think of a better stepmother
than Max--for kindmess anyway.

And herewith the pictures Itve been threatening so long. The kids have
been pretty food all this time It've been tearing into their father on
paper, but T can see the breaking down coming--Dennis Jjust leaped off
the bench in his usual QUIET way. :

Henry sent the kids a package--just for nothing. L’opycat isntt she?
She certainly doesntt have your knack, though, The things She sends
are unneeded, wrong size, impractical, ugly and unappropriate., Arent't
I nasty? And I DONi1t sygy that about your things to anybody § However,
she means well and it's really very nice of her, ©Shets certainly given
us a lot of lavish, nice things and would do more if she could, I know,

Well, I must go and bring my wash in, Its been out all night as is,
We have to repair our Apex about onee a month. Itts always falling
topieves, But notthe refiig, the lovely unpaid for love ! .

As you note I could go on and on, I really am overwhelmed with a
horrible homesickhgnd nostalgic memgories of my trip, I get more
homesick thee&%ff i get (what typing !) I 80cece.
o love—~--and I want to hear something about
Clyde please, if he has to write it himself....

Lorna
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The Punday itwas 102 I had a huge oven dinner to cook, Had bought it
the first of the week and couldntt get out of it--ick, One time the
refrig foolied me, ‘

I sure. got a laugh out of your pasted clipp ngs, Ruthie, Need a good
laugh, too

wadda ya m-an my kids are all good at the dentist? Thatts the reason
Mike had mor than a hundred dollars worth of work done last year be-

cause he was so awful that no dentist could work on him before ! And

thatts the resson I stick to this guy tho he seems expensive--he can

handle tne kids,

yYes, Ed needs a rest and THEN a good, solid steady Jjob he LIKED with
people he liked, Security, dont't they call it? The rest he knows he
needs, and constantly frets about it without doing anything about it,
AS Br the other, the only thing I can see is that he was not (repared
to be a father of three, But all that goes for all of us, doesntt it?
1 dunno...I dunno....one gets pretty muddled sometimes---no matter
waht kind of a life you have, T guesSS...s.

T hear rumors we're going on a big picnic with some people Ed imows
at work overkabor day. Twould be fun, tho kax is trying to instigate
a picnic with us for Sharon. She has more ilans for Sharibng Sharon--
sometimes I quail at the thoughtof taking on another, but...

our enighborhood is having the Moves--or did I tell you. Ruth Abbott
—-motherof the werijppled girlw, remember?--is moving into Mrs. Thomast
house when she moves to Burbank., And since she and the new mother of
three live over there side by side in those two houses and find it a
bit thick and Ttm right in the middle of it--what with all the kids
palying together--we all think it will be better. Or aan you figure
thatout? And other people are moving--that wontt consern us,...

well, should write to Henry as you andshe seem to keep togéther on
your letters--same day---so enough of this.....
‘ much love to you all--have to gquit I get so
homesick thinking .of you all--Whatts the
MATTER with me lately? :

Lorna
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We enjoyed Margaret'!s short call. She sure is a good looking and very
charming, They seem (Gil didn't come) to be job-hunting....

We Jjust drooled ov r that picture of the Jacobsen's house and view--
luckies | Am awfully anxious to see it all--Have to arrange it somehow,
Bet Toe is sure excited,

We sent ant the money for the stove and at lon, last got a nice long
letter from her, She sounds very busy and not too hap;y--seems to regret
leaving Cal.

I »as simply overwhelmed at that picture of Angela and the boys, I just
couldnt't believe it., Is that XINg? And fat Jimmyo gela still looks
pretty. Youtre wrong about not wanting the picture, I have a family
section in my kodak book and would love a print if you can get one,

Liz's kids looks like strangers to me, She and I sure bit off about as
much as we could chew, didni't we®

vy washings are always so interrupted that something gets stained every
time, The last time it was Julie's dress Tiny wade her, I was just
sick, I worked and worked over it but cantt get it out. OH, T'm MAD | -

Mrs. Thomasg house is terrible I find, I'd never r-ally gotten a good
look at it before., Please remember we lesser people are in such a
position that even a house YggUZ/Z4#d like that looks good Just because
of the room in it, Ruth, who is taking it, has lived flor two years
with two kids in a divided room and kitchen }

Yes, Sharon has a brother, too which the mother has had for years., Seeing
that siie has remarried I don't think that Max has to worry ab.ut him

WHAT lett r-excerptse Qure it was ME that got'emo

Since Mike got his new bike and Sharon acquired Bartara Hoss Harknesses
old one the Chambreaus a:e beginning to travel a la bicycle--riding the
kids (not too much, though). Arentt vou glad yourre u,per crast and
dontt get that desparate® .

I am writing this under GREAT difficulties, but since they never lessen
thought I might as well fight it out.ee..

well, much love—--—- TJorna
















Thursday a

Dear Folks, . . ¥5u0ﬁ5} Ock. —194Y

Pardon the pause in letters:; it just meansthere hasntt been any inmy
life !

No, it hasntt been because we saw a great deal of the Harknesses.,
They kept to themselves with their wgerms", They took us up there
once for hamburgers out in the back yard, as being a sanitary . That
was on Robertts birthday--same day as Budt's. I hadn't meant to give
him anything, but had to come through with a dollar under the circum-~
stances ! Hope Bud doesntt feel slighted. Got to thinking maybe
theytd just as soon not feel obligated--good way out, huhe?

It's pretty pathetic being arounda person that knows they have TRB.
Must say they were certainly careful and T appreciate it. Henry, of
course is quite frantic about the whole thing. You wontt be too
pleased to know they had your room at Pepper Tree while Harry was
waiting to get in the hospital. They say itts terribly run down and
crumby. After two or three days the doctor put Harry in General
Hospital which is way down by the alligator farm, until he can get
into tie sanatarium out here, Poor Henry wept after she went down
to see him; he is in a huge TB ward full of negroes and mexicans,
many of them in the last stages., The building is old and windowless
and very depressing, I guess. What a place to be when yow.tre 76
years old }

Henry says to tell Ruthie shets having na hell of a timew. T think
she was refering to being a mother-in-law, She is horribly dis-
appointed in jaxts marriage and, sorry to say, makes no bones about
how sne dislikes John and Sharon. Since they all find it more or less
neccessary to live in that house together itts been very bad, but is
better now, I think, Max has been secretly unburdening herself to me
and finally got to the point they decided to move out., But guess
theytre going to stick it out a month and see,

Henry is certa.niy not the Henry I used to live with., Guess when
rveople get older they cant't assume emotional burdens like they useter.
And; as you say, the fact that Henry is almost old enough to be Max
and Robertts grandmother makes for great misunderstandings, ¥d and

I get along better when shetsout of town, but then, T guess thatt's life

That beautiful car of Harry's is going to be a bone of contention,
Henry passed for an Qregon driverts licsence (#) but has dezcided not
to bother getting one--would rather be a back seat driver--imagine }
John is the only one to drive it, but nhe!s seldom home. Robert has
his own you know, now--and is he wad that he could have had Harryts }
So Max and Edward. are alking of getting licenses (how do you spell
that t.ding?). Henry wants to sell it--so I dunno--whether 1111 get
groceries and rides or Not.eees

As for us Chaunbreaus---Ed wrote a play amid great turimoil, which he
is supposed to put on this fall, The red-headed girl in thc enclosed
is one of his mpupilsm inthe play. I managed to design costuues and
make sketches through it., 1I've been trying to get my so-dirty from
kids all summer house clean but am getting nowhere., My house is
alwvays so full of PEOPLE I never can get anything done !

our wealher is trying to act like winter making me send in a big order
of clothes to Montgomery ward, As usual, damn } I ended up by elim-
inating all the things I wanted to bring ih dovn within reason. Vould






you like me %o point out all the things in the catalog I want for xmas }

T always know itts october when Ruthie starts asking us what we sant o
for xmas ! . ' - I

Mikets finally decided to go to school--more or less, _%as right proud

of him that he stayed nome from school Monday with a plain cold--no
wheezles | Usually no matter what he gets so resembles asthma that T

never knew whether 1t was a cold or what..

T dontt think T'd call it doing things the mhard way" for Sissy not -to-
run off to california and leave her kids. I think it's rather decentu
of hGI“. - A .- - L o - i
oh, heaffens, Ruthie I forgot I left you danglingl Yessy-rapa-finally
came around, so to speak, T guess T told you I got him back on the ta
track--was getting pretty nawsty about those wild,:wondering nights.

Tn fact, for all my shrewing, he really capitulated and told me things
Ttve been waiting ten years to hear ——yum,yum }....Among other things
not meant for yo.r ears he said,that I'n nhis ruddern and he would have
been no-good without me, Ha ha, Wives are usually referred to as
nanchors", I believe, but then I suppose when a man still has gfl a
hankering to roam that a rudder is better than nothing !

The long-discussed mexcerpis" (from Whose letters to whom?) were guite
a shock, I was feeling particularly neurotic (trying to figure out my
position in the Harkmess mess) when 1 read them so to have my neurotic
veginnings shown to me was trying., However, 1 waspleased to see mama's

viewpoint on many unpleasant situationsI remember; and aiso pleased tht .

you gave so much thought and concern to funny little me }

1 donttremember the same things about them as you do, of course, Maks
one wonder, thinking about onetsown kids, how far off the beam we are
in what makes them act the way they do }

The IQ test:I remember the test itself and the circumstances and a lot
of fuss made about it but I don'tremember the rest, Trying to think b
back T remember being very confused about the whole thing; they seemed
to be selecting me all by myself and making me seem queer and different
from the other kids, I don't remember it as an honor.

At the class party I suffered agonies, though 1 was horribly proud to
think youtd let me have it and thet Miss shoulderer came, wasn't it s
she?

As to going up to Roosevelt for sewing—--and cooking—-it'seemed awfully
exciting to go to a different school, but I dontt remember it lasting

long. I seem to remember all my echool life as definitely uncomfortahle.

s

The idea now, of course, in too much BERipping, is that youmay be
forcing a child beyond their emotinnal maturity, which, it seems, alwg

stays at their age "level no matter what their "mental® ability. Get ite

Firinstance, an eight yearold may still cry in situations that a 9 or
10 year old wouldntt and that makes misunderstandings with their class-
mates. Got to thinking maybe thattsparily Mikets trouble after one of
his friends told about his awful temper tantrums on the school grounds
maybe he gets asthma during school from trying to mtkeep up" with the
older kids all the time, (This is not up Clydetsalley 1)

Doing'my rpom was fun and I appreciate your letting me. I wasntt very
satisfied with it when it was done, I know--wasn't wvhat I intended.



















/*“\E “‘\2"{4 Thurdday

W hy isit so damnedhot in November? oQur humidity is 19, wet, aren't wwe,
pop?

Dear Ruth,

well, the first holiday isover,.Hallowe'e n, And, boy, they sure make
something of it dovn here, It aintt what it used to be when i was a id--
(now it'smy turn to say that §) Do theyhav parties in the schools and
parks up there to keep the kidsofit of mischirf9 Here each scool has a
big elaborate carnlval-—why they're like regular county fairs t-and
almost every kid appears in fancy dress, Most of them look good enough
to be movie make-up--the mostelaborate, expensive, fancy things. Seems
like for thatone day the whole town is :nvaded by all these queer litile
epople, Rhen each school has a big parade with all the Hollywood fix:intg
«ssloudspeakers and clprofess;onal clowns andmusic, FEven the teachers
are alidressed up, Everyone in this place is a frustrated actor anywx
and it surz comes out on Halloweten |

- We went to Michaelts school Friday and to Sharonts dMonday with the kids
and it's some ordeal, tho Max having the car sure helped. Then all this
mad "tiick-or-treating' Monday night. We fhnee mamas and another tgalwn
took our fiwe little kids--all the same size--up and down the street

and they sure got the loot., This was Dennist! first year and, sltho he
was siy at first when he found out they were giving out free candy he
didn't lag after that }

Then I asked the wgalsm in for a wild beer afterwards., which I enjoyed
but rRdward didn't, He sure is rude and unchummy to my neighbor friendds,

So now we are s,ending this week recuperating.

Max got her driver's license about a week ago and sihe and T and the kids
have had a glorious time puttin zround and buyi:ng groce ies. First

time she or I ever had a car at our disposal, But Tuesday Henry handed

it over to a dealer, so thatts that, I did my.groceries a la grocery

cart today--and it sure scemed like work. The morning befroe thney gave ]
it up mMax took me out and I stocked up on #20 worth of canned food-- ‘
wonderf .l feeling ! Was glad I had the money to do it,

So now I can stay home and make inroads on this filthy house-- tho I
can think if things T d rather do,

I told you we were having "family troublesn, Got to thinking you might
misinterpret that, It all revolves around Henryts astounding attitude
toward Max and her little family, Everyone hecessaryily takes sides
one wa;y or the other and it seems to make hard feelings around., We are
all agreed tho, even Edward to whom Henry can 4o no wrong--that she is
- certainly being as nasty as she can be, ‘e all realize, too, that she
is going through a very difficult time, but it sure makes one wonder
about life and people to see a parson who always maintained such a
reputation for sweetness and light acting like a perfect hellion about
one situation., wax is ,erfectly miserable--(and so is Henry)--she
wants to move out, but circumstances dont't cuite permit. Amd Henry
would like to v151t her family back east, but doesn't feel free to £€0.
Haxts marrlage isntt so hot--as we all know--but shetshappy. And the
trouble is Henry acted the same way about Maxt's other two romances,

ww& is dlowly going nuts in that awful hospital. ¥is moving to the
sanitarlum seems to be still mostly talk. Sorry I misquoted his age..




67 isright,
what else do you want to knowe

T don't want BH&G again, so relax, Just makes me dissatisfied I cantt
do all those yummy things to My house,,...The lionkey Ward arder goes
on a monthly account--dumbies, or I couldntthave done it, Ed is making
zood enough money these days--but, I say--is it worth ite

That cliiping you sentR Ruth, was downright disgusting, wasn't ite Gze
me two boosts in one day, tho, The néighbors are having tneir house
painted--damn rtem,.sure shows ours up :t--by a cute 1il old guy named
,or rather called, Cookie, He asked me today where I learned to bring
u; kids--said hets never seen such nice kids and het's been listening to
the way I handles them and thought it was certainly nice, etc, Boy,

am I puffed up, Something Itve. been wanting to hear for years...and
all T get is razz ing about my nchild psychology" ! And I had been
worrying for fear he could hear me shrewing arcund over here |}

He said hets do our house for $150 , on account, if wetd furnish the
paint, Sure would like to, but dontt see it yet,

got a long letter from Tiny--mostly about Roddy. I wrote her, but
guess she wrote before she got mine, Wetll get together yet. I DO
want them here--because I want to see them, and because 1 want to
avoid any Harkness entanglements--the air is so thick,. Henry has a
strange phobia anyway about holidays and would just as soon hide out
till theytre all over,

well, guess thatts about all I know--unless I go into Harhknesses and
tha ts too much of a good thing., w™ax is doing a wonderful job on
Sharon--everybody says that, She has calmed down. amazingly and seems
a very normal little girl already, Too bad Henry hatesher so--afraid
shetll spoil all wMaxts efforts Henry simply cannot reconcile hersélf
to Maxts mmrriage and won't even try. Tho I think it has more to do
with TB than anything else, and, then, John is certainly not Henryts
type. Ah, well, I said I wouldn!t go into it....

must do the dishes and put wheezy Mike to bed and hojpe for some rest

myself; My nights are as bad as my days, seems—-what with Ed booming

in in the middle of the night and horsing around for an hour eating

and such and me supposed to be sleeping in the living room--and asthmsz-

and Dennis--and the cat getting loose and waking people up--etc....
well, haipy days }

lotsa love, Loran
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DECEMBER FIRST, /,f;%
Dear Family, .

well, yes !Itd better get soiething written or youtll nefer mail our
xmas package, willya? Itt's going to be harde. than ever now with Ed
coming home evenings...So here goes smething--dontt know how far T1'll
get...

yYes, we really enjoyed the Jacobsens visit--even in spite of the nbugh,
As we all get older we get along better or something. Ed quit his b®m
bar Jjob Wed, night and he was in the best of moods all week end. Han
Havn't seen him like that for quite some time,

Nobody got very drunk--except ME :-I passed out-ish mashing the potas
oes, Not because I had any more manhattans than anyone else--guess

I was tired--always excuses | Anyway the rest of the week end I was
fine, The wbugn is a strange, but virulent, one-day nausea that mowed
the jakes dovn one by one, but didntt last long. A little messy, I'll
admit, but guess everyonets fine now,

we took the kids merry-go-rounding and griffith parking, went to the
Parmerts market for lunch and saw part of a rehearsal of Ed's play,.
Julie and Judy held hands most all the time and Julie wept when Judy
had to go. Even Dennis was better than that summer., Mike got so
excited he was down the first day, but Roddy didn't seem to mind--
said he nknew you had to give Mike one day to get acjuaintedw,

I save Roddy an oil painting lesson at his motherts instigation,
He really is talsnted and with that nHollywood motherm egging him
on hetll no doubt do something with it, wehn I first saw him this
trip I thought "my God £-Kingsley gn but DON'T tell Tiny, He had —
gotten fattish, -

Judy doesn't seem any bigger to us, but 1 suppose she is, She's a
cute little monkey--albeit nervous, Jake is much better company than
he used to be and he and ®d hit it off quite well this time, Tiny's
gotten to be guite a talker and seems ver, wrapped up in her own
interests, We didn't secu. to feel the necessity of "unburdening" .
ourselves as we have in the past, \/f




Today's the fip$t and xmas is being wragpped around my neck., Everyone
but me seems to have their xmas shop.ing done. wWhat oh what to get
you people that I'm so far away from that I dontt know your needs,
wants or already-haves, 8o if things turn out to be more remembranc.s
than anytning, excuse, please,

Can I have the Jim Eatonts, Angelats, and Phyl Holtts addresses for
cards, please?

our lives are still very Harknessified, We are Henryt's weeping wall
and I am Maxinets, 'Max and John plan to move the first of the year,
tho I never heard of anyone having any money left after xmas, Henry
is better, but still a most difficult erson, It is inherent in her
to force all her family to live according to HER ideas for their
happiness and she is horribly predjudiced to her own blood.

Harry was givén the last rites the Tuesday before Thanksgiving, but
this new drug that Time writes about seems to be perking him up
somewhat, No one seems to know really, He is still out of his head
making it very difficult for Henry on her long, arduous visits by
trolley, This trcatment lasts for six months, and is very new, so.
no one knows, as I said,

The car was sold the Tuesday before, too, Henry made $500 on it--
still owed $600., Sure miss it, but was the only thing to do, I guess
As far as anyone knows Harry has no will and is unable to maxe one no
No one(s very clear what that means either, There is the house and
about $1200 worth of Vinton stock left, I guess.. Ye have had to
think about such things.

Cantt say your clipping about the wcather holds very true now, Welvc
had to dig out our summer clothes again., No snow this hear, I betcha

Yes, I do understand about the hops--Clyde explained it in his letter
so ha ha, T4 and Jake and I sat down and read it and figured it out,
Some crack about the Democrats, pop., The Jakes almost went home agin
wien they foundout ®d voted for Truman !

Have letters of yours stacked around here, but about time for school
to be out and the ntwins® and KHike will prabably start their usual
name-calling contests, so dontt know if Itl1ll get many comments out.,.

we certainly enjoyed the apples--AND the fruit you sent, Wont!t last
long, I betcha, as theytre so good I always have to ogen another can
to staify everyone, Also the %elly. Ve dontt know what home made -
jelly is around here.,. '

Hnery gave me two of her old damask cloths--so hoje thatts not in my
xmas box, huh¢

Hnery is going to baby sit for us Momday while Ed and I go xmas shorping.
Imagine going out alone witih him { I'm scared ! Max is going to help

her, thank goodness as the #ids are Jjust hellions around Henry. She
hasntt tine heart to tell them no to anything and they sure take advan-
tage of it !

Well, I go now--thio I don't kaow why. TFelt a let down after the Jakes

went, JItts so lonesome living among people you can't be completely
yourself around--and that includes Edward---hiimm,.. ’

lotsa love--~-lirs, .
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